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Cover Picture

Welcome to the
October edition
of
The Downsman.

The Church Gate
St Mary’s Church
Sixpenny Handley

Working
in
a
computer department, as I do, I am
spending a significant amount of time and
effort in battling the “Millennium Bug”.
On the 1st January 2000 I will not
therefore be celebrating the start of a new
century, but the end of a marathon
project. I mention this because I have
recently read a DAPTC article on
Millennium funding by the National
Lottery. This gave a list of the “Key
Themes” on which funding could be
available. However it was also made clear
that no funding would be available for
parties or fireworks! What a load of
spoilsports - parties with fireworks seem
to me to be a splendid way of celebrating
the occasion.
The same document also made mention of
Dorset County Council’s intention to
create a Millennium Events diary - to
avoid neighbouring towns hosting similar
events on the same day for instance. This
made me smile as I had visions of all the
Town and Parish councils in Dorset
applying to put an entry into the diary for
a dinner dance on New Years Eve 1999
and being told “Sorry - that date has
already been booked by Casterbridge
Town Council - you will have to have
your New Years Eve dance in February!”
We have included in this issue a summary
of the white paper on “modern local
government”. One of its aims is to appoint
the best councils as beacon councils to act
as pace-setters and centres of excellence. I
understand that Salisbury District Council
is to be one of these beacon councils “pace-setter & centre of excellence?”
East Dorset could be next!!!
I was delighted to see that St. Mary’s
3

have achieved their goal in raising
funding to repair the Church roof. It is
pleasing that the village can maintain its
older buildings alongside the new
facilities like the Sports Ground.
Speaking of older buildings I attended the
special meeting to discuss the planning
application surrounding Denzel Cottage.
The thing that struck me was the lack of
any representatives from the East Dorset
Planning committee. I know Alan
Humphries was not available, but there
are another 15 members on that
committee. Surely one of them could have
been available to take part in what was a
significant issue for the village.

Keep those contributions
coming.......
Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage
Sixpenny Handley
E-mail: alanv@zetnet.co.uk
Telephone – 552788
Office Hours (ColourCare Int. Ltd –
Salisbury) 01722 412202.

The next edition of this
Magazine
will be published on the
1st December 1998
KKKKKKKKKK
Copy Deadline is
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Death in Hardy Country
Minette Marrin
went to the fete with my brothers and sister,
there was still a vicar in the vicarage. The
big house of the village was still lived in by
the sort of people who did live in big
houses, though they were very old. There
was still a village school, full of children,
and still a sub-post office, though it was in
the front room of a very tiny cottage,
perilously close to the main road. Most
importantly, the village was full of farmers,
either tenant farmers or smallholders, who
worked extremely hard, apart from one man
who scandalised the village with his Cold
Comfort Farm fecklessness.

The lady who opens the fete is somebody I
never, ever imagined I would be. I knew
like everybody else, that sooner or later
policemen would start to look young, and
that even prime ministers might stop
looking old, but it never, ever occurred to
me that time would play such tricks on me
that I myself would turn into someone who
might open a fete. But I did, last Saturday. I
should not exaggerate. It was a very small
fete, made smaller still by the rain, which
drove proceedings off the village playing
field and into the village hall, and kept
many people away. As a result, there were
very few people to address, and I felt that
my speech, like the, occasion, should be cut
back. All the same it was a real village fete,
in what is still, just, a real village in a
beautiful part of north Dorset - the
Blackmore Vale of Thomas Hardy’s novels.

Early and late there was the sound of
milking, and the smell of cow manure and
silage. Summer evenings were interrupted
by farm dogs barking, or a donkey braying,
or rumblings of interminable conversations
on the road in soft Dorset accents. As often
as not, any traffic along the winding little
road that runs through the village would be
stopped by a herd of cows; nobody minded,
and nobody minded the muck left by the
muckspreaders, or the deep, deep mud
everywhere when it rained. The millionaire
in Rutland who took a farmer to court this
week for leaving too much mud on the road
would have been considered simple, and
hence pitied. Real country, and real country
life, is not in the least glamorous, and not
suitable for city folk.

I could not help having a very powerful
sense of time passing, not so much for
myself, astonished though I was by my role,
as for the village and its traditions. It is the
village in which I grew up, and where my
mother still lives. And my reflections were
mostly rather sad. The place seems so
vulnerable, so almost on the edge of
survival as a village in any real sense. I
know that everyone writing about the
English countryside, including Hardy
himself, tends to express an overwhelming
sense of change and decay, which is very
often only a kind of sentimental nostalgia.
Very often it does not express much more
than the writer’s resistance to change itself,
as something that displaces his own
understanding of the world and his own
cherished past. But just because writers, and
indeed most people, tend to resist change, it
does not follow that any regret about change
is necessarily misplaced.
When I lived in the village as a child, and

The little stream flowing along the side of
the road stank then, as it does now, of slurry
draining in from someone’s farmyard.
Winters were damp and cold in the valley,
overshadowed by a steep line of hills and
cawing rooks on one side; there were no
main drains and not much street lighting.
When I first learnt that farmers have an
exceptionally high rate of suicide, I thought
at once of that valley, on a bitterly cold wet
4
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winter morning before dawn, when men and
women had to get up in the dark to do the
milking. There wasn't much money around
either. Unwanted farm implements lay
abandoned and rusting in the fields and
lanes around about, and many of the fences
were mended clumsily with barbed wire;
already it had become quite uneconomic to
cut and lay a hedge in the traditional way.
Altogether it struck me as a harsh and sad
place in some ways, but it was also quite
obviously a real thing, a real way of life, a
living farming community.
It seems to me to have been losing itself
little by little, ever since I left home. The
vicarage is now The Old Vicarage, the stone
schoolhouse - astonishingly pretty across
the little stream - is now The Old School
House; for years now there have been no
sounds of children shouting at break. I don't
suppose it will be long before there are no
farms left. It is true that there were several
people from farming families at the fete,
faces I recognised from long ago, but one by
one the farms are being sold or broken up.
Well-to-do-outsiders have moved in, very
often in retirement. They are pleasant
people, anxious to preserve the traditions of
the village, but the sad thing is that
traditions can’t be had or kept just by
wanting them. They have to be based on
something; in this case, it was the
smallholders' way of life, which we have
abandoned in this country. And so the
village is gradually turning into a pleasant
middle-class suburb of the nearby abbey
town, complete with a restaurant and high
levels of burglary. This is a story that is not

new, but it is none the less sad, for all that.
Whenever I go to France, I feel how
infuriating it is that they have had the
wisdom to protect their small farmers, and
so to protect the traditions of the
countryside, while we have not. Indeed, we
have let them do so at the expense of our
farmers and our countryside. In the 1980s I
saw a village woman selling three hens, a
few eggs and some heads of garlic in the
market at Cahors. I realised that it was
worth her while - or rather it had been made
worth her while through EU subsidies - to
farm in such a small way, and therefore to
live the traditional life that goes with it,
which makes the French countryside seem
so unspoilt.
In our village in Dorset, by contrast, a
farmer's wife who had been selling freerange eggs to a few friends for decades
found some years ago that she could no
longer do so; without regular salmonella
tests, it would be illegal, and she could
afford neither the time nor the cost involved.
Her friends were dispatched to the
supermarket far away, her chickens to the
pot. The whole of the South of England,
even darkest Dorset, is slowly being
despoiled; perhaps nothing will be done to
stop it. Perhaps nothing could have been.
But when I opened the village fete, it was
not with a sense of continuity, but with a
sense of an ending.

This article has been reproduced from The Daily Telegraph. Whilst not directly relating to
Sixpenny Handley and its Parish, but a nearby North Dorset village, it has echoes in the
recent meetings in our village about the village envelope. Ed.
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered Physiotherapist
Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, Massage
Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

FOR THE KIDZ
AUTUMN BINGO
OPEN
7:00P

Monday 5th October
Lots and Lots of Lovely Prizes
Doors Open 7:00pm
Eyes Down 7:30pm
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

DOWN
7:30P

THE MOTHERS' UNION
ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ROOF FUND APPEAL 1998
On Bank Holiday Monday, the Mothers’ Union organised an
afternoon of CREAM TEAS in St. Mary’s Court. It was a lovely
afternoon and raised £200 towards the Roof Fund Appeal. Our
grateful thanks to all those who came and all who helped, and
especially to Godfrey Turner whose recorded music in the Church
added to the pleasure of the day.
6
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DAPTC NEWSLETTER
Powers to Town and Parish Councils
The 1997 Local Government and Rating Act gave several new powers to Town and Parish
Councils with regard to local public transport. Councils can now, for example, make grants
to minibus operations that cater for the elderly or disabled and to community buses which
provide a scheduled, timetabled service to the general public. Councils can give financial
assistance to the organisers of car sharing schemes and can undertake surveys on transport
needs and publicise information on transport services.

Yews for the Millennium
As one of their millennium projects, The Dorset Gardens Trust hopes to be of help to the
Dorset parishes that agree to plant small yew trees in the Autumn of 1999. "Yews for the
Millennium" is one of the current schemes run by the Conservation Foundation. Professor
Bellamy, President of the Conservation Trust, thought of the idea of planting yews grown
from cuttings taken from the most ancient yews in the UK and cuttings are now growing in
a Bedfordshire nursery. The yews are to be distributed throughout England via the Church
of England dioceses, though not exclusively for church property sites. One tree is offered
free to each parish but more may be bought if required. The Dorset Gardens Trust is hoping
that participating councils will be able to offer help in the care of the young plants and their
eventual planting out in suitable places.

“THE IMPS”
Christmas Concert and
Carols
Friday 11th December
7:30pm
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

Come and listen to the
band and join in with the
7
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David Hunt

Sixpenny Handley Stores
&
Post Office

The Workshop
Dean Lane
Sixpenny Handley
Tel: 01725 552655

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery
Groceries – Whole Foods
Frozen Foods
Wide Selection of Cards
COAL
Bird Nuts, Rabbit Food etc.
Tel:- Liz on 01725 552827
*************
Electricity Key Meters Charged
Electricity Savings Stamps now
available
Car Road Tax Renewals
Television Licence Payments
Travellers Cheques & Foreign
Currency
All Normal Post Office Services
Rural Post Offices are under threat
Use it or risk losing it!

General servicing of all makes of
car
Free M.O.T. Checks
Exhaust fitting
Accident damage repairs
General Bodywork
Diesel Car Repairs
No job ever too small or too big

FREE
Quotes

will be
given on request
(without obligation)
Opening Hours
Mon – Fri
7:30am – 7:30pm
Saturday
7:30am – 4:30pm

Drs Pelly, Nodder and Morgan
Surgery Opening Times

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sixpenny Handley

Broadchalke

8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
9.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 6.0
8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
9.0 - 12.0

8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
9.0 - 5.0
8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 6.0
8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0
9.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 6.0
Closed
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Remembrance Sunday - 8th November 1998
Few villages in the British Isles escaped the awful litany of death that has become a permanent
reminder of the First World War. Pause to look at any of the memorials commemorating the
fallen from the two world wars and it becomes clear that the sacrifice of the 1914-1918 conflict
was far greater than that of 1939-1945. Our village of Sixpenny Handley is no exception;
twenty-six names are recorded on the memorial that stands on the triangle of green bordering
the entrance to St. Mary’s and of this terrible total for small a community, twenty-three died in
the former conflict and three in the latter.
Some years ago, I wrote to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission at Maidenhead to ask
where these twenty-six men now rest and I am indebted to the Commission for the information
that appears in the first of the two tables that accompany this article. I also wrote to the military
historian Martin Middlebrook (his books dealing with the dreadful carnage that marked the
opening day of the Battle of the Somme in July 1916 and the final German offensive of March
1918 are recommended to anyone wishing to gain some insight of the terrible conditions in
which the armies of both sides fought between 1914 and 1918) asking if he could pinpoint
some of the battles, or causes, that led to their deaths. Thus, I am grateful to Martin for much
of the material used in the second section.
Now, with Remembrance Sunday approaching, it is hoped that as many as possible will attend
the service in front of our memorial to honour the memory of:Pte Fred Weeks

27 Aug 1914

1st Bn Wiltshire Regt

Bethencourt Communal
Cemetery France

Pte Williams George Phillips

24 Oct 1914

1st Bn Wiltshire Regt

Bethune Town Cemetery,
France

Pte Hector Card

21 Feb 1915

3rd Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Weymouth Cemetery, Dorset

Spr Arthur New

23 Mar 1915

12th Fd Company RE

Houplines Communal
Cemetery

Pte Edwin Hobbs

30 Apr 1915

5th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Sixpenny Handley Churchyard

2Lt Sidney Vandyke Hasluck
Mentioned in Despatches

14 Jun 1915

Indian Army reserve of
Officer; attached 14th Sikhs

The Helles Memorial, Gallipoli

L/S Jack Fitz-Roy Waters

25 Feb 1916

1st/1st Dorset Yeomanry

Chatby War Memorial,
Alexandria, Eygpt

Pte Fred Card

20 Jun 1916

1st Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Authuile Military Cemetery,
France

Cpl Maurice George Messer

26 Jul 1916

1st Bn Wiltshire Regt

Louvencourt Military
Cemetery, France

Pte Lionel Thorne

26 Sep 1916

5th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Regina Trench Cemetery,
Grandcourt, France

L/C Thomas Latta

7 Oct 1916

5th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Etaples Military Cemetery,
France

Pte Henry Edward Harrison

25 Mar 1917

2nd Bn Dorsetshire Regt

The Basra Memorial, Iraq

Pte William Rose

2 Apr 1917

2nd Bn Wiltshire Regt

Bucquoy Road Cemetery,
Ficheux, France
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Pte Maurice Jesse

9 Apr 1917

2nd Bn Wiltshire Regt

The Arras Memorial, France

Pte Charles Scott

12 Apr 1917

6th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Level Crossing Cemetery,
Fampoux, France

Pte Samson Rose

1 May 1917

5th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

Red Cross Corner Cemetery,
Beugny, France

Pte Douglas Lucas

4 Jun 1917

2nd Bn Canadian Infrantry
(Eastern Ontario Regt)

Sixpenny Handley Churchyard

Pte Tom New

1 Jul 1917

2nd Bn Dorsetshire Regt

The Basra Memorial, Iraq

Pte Joseph Arthur Chaldecott

13 Nov 1917

1st/1st Dorset Yeomanry

Ramleh War Cemetery,
Palestine

Pte Henry William Lucas

15 Nov 1917

Devonshire Regt
Trans: 194 Coy Labour Corps

Sixpenny Handley Churchyard

L/C John Hall

21 Apr 1918

1st Bn Dorsetshire Regt

St-Sever Cemetery Extension,
Rouen, France

Pte Ernest White

1 Jun 1918

2nd Bn Wiltshire Regt

The Soissons Memorial, France

Pte W T Chaldecott

10 Oct 1918

Royal Defence Corps, Serving
aboard RMS Leinster

The Hollybrook Memorial,
Southampton

O/S William Chedley Lucas

25 Nov 1941

HMS Barham

The Portsmouth Naval
Memorial

Pte Harry Frederick Charles
Neave

10 Jul 1944

4th Bn Dorsetshire Regt

St-Manvieu War Cemetery,
France

O/S Donald Lionel Bennett

1 Sep 1944

HMS Hurst Castle

The Chatham Naval Memorial

Before commencing the second section, it is worth remembering that apart from the first few
weeks of World War I and the closing months of 1918, the war was principally a static
campaign slugged out from a myriad of trench systems that stretched from the Channel coast
of northern France to the Swiss frontier. Throughout four years of abject misery, the driving
force in the minds of the commanders was that once the front line had been broken, then the
cavalry would be free to pass through the breaches in the wire and take control of the enemy’s
rear areas. Sadly, it was not to be and millions of soldiers from both sides perished in long and
protracted battles that sapped the strength of every nation involved. Today, the Battle of the
Somme has become the focal point of remembrance, perhaps because of the involvement for
the first time in the fighting of Kitchener’s “new army”. Comprising of volunteers who
answered the patriotic call to arms in the first few weeks of the war, this “new army” suffered
harrowing losses as wave after wave attempted to cross the few hundred yards separating the
forward British trenches from their German counterparts. Twixt dawn, when the artillery
barrage, that had been going on for days in an attempt to destroy the German wire defences
lifted, and dusk it is estimated that close on 60,000 had become casualties, the majority cut
down in murderous cross fire from well dug-in enemy machine gun posts. It was, as Martin
Middlebrook writes, “two men for every yard of their front ... casualties exceeded not only the
entire infantry strength of the present British army (1971) but the combined battle casualties of
the Crimean, the Boer and the Korean wars and fifteen times the British casualties on D-Day
(1944)”. It was slaughter on the grandest of scales. Prior to the Somme, the British
Expeditionary Force had fought hard at Mons, le Cateau and on the Marne (these battles mark
the period of some fluidity before the trench warfare that was to dominate the front for the next
four years came into being), while in 1915 the names of Neuve Chapelle, Ypres, Aubers Ridge,
Festubert and Loos came to be added to the battle honours of many battalions. Also, in 1915,
10
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came the awful attrition of the ill-fated Gallipoli campaign with Britain and France sustaining
around 250,000 casualties.
In the wake of the Somme (the battle continued until the autumn of that year, by which time
both sides were totally exhausted) came the equally numbing campaigns of 1917; Arras in the
spring, Passchendaele and Cambrai all exacting a heavy toll in human lives. Then, following a
massive enemy offensive in March 1918, the Allies at last contained the Kaiser's armies and
with the Royal Navy imposing a highly successful blockade of the German ports, which was
bringing near starvation to their country, an armistice was duly sought and obtained.

Pte Fred Weeks

Killed during the retreat from Mons

Pte Williams George Phillips

Probally killed near the La Bassee canal

Pte Hector Card

Possibly a training accident, or natural causes

Spr Arthur New

Killed during general duties at the front

Pte Edwin Hobbs

Possibly a training accident, or natural causes

2Lt Sidney Vandyke Hasluck

Killed in bitter trench fighting, during which his Commanding
Officer was wounded

L/S Jack Fitz-Roy Waters

Possibly died from wounds received at Gallipoli

Pte Fred Card

Killed in the preparatory period leading up to the Battle of the
Somme

Cpl Maurice George Messer

Believed died of wounds, Battle of the Somme

Pte Lionel Thorne

Killed in the attack on Mouquet Farm, Battle of the Somme

L/C Thomas Latta

Believed died of wounds, Battle of the Somme

Pte Henry Edward Harrison

Mesopotamia campaign

Pte William Rose

Killed in what is referred to as “routine trench warfare”

Pte Maurice Jesse

Killed on the first day of the Battle of Arras

Pte Charles Scott

Killed during the Battle of Arras

Pte Samson Rose

Killed in trench warfare near Bapaume

Pte Douglas Lucas

Possibly died from wounds received in France

Pte Tom New

Mesopotamia campaign

Pte Joseph Arthur Chaldecott

Palestine campaign

Pte Henry William Lucas

Not established; possible natural causes

L/C John Hall

Believed to have died from wounds received in the German spring
offensive

Pte Ernest White

Not established; has no known grave

Pte W T Chaldecott

Presumed lost at sea

O/S William Chedley Lucas

Presumed lost at sea

Pte Harry Frederick Charles Neave

Killed in the Normandy fighting

O/S Donald Lionel Bennett

Presumed lost at sea

Bill Chorley
11

The Downsman

October 1998

East Dorset District Council
Mobile Advice Centre

St Mary The Virgin
Roof Fund Appeal 1998
The Teddy Bear parachute jump that took
place on the 15 August 1998, raised £50.00
towards the cost of repairing the Church roof.

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Tuesdays between 10:00am & 10:45am
13th October
10th November
8th December

A big thank you to everyone that brought
their teddies along and allowed them to test
their courage and nerve by being launched
from the Church tower.

The New Millennium
The Millennium isn’t a
once in a lifetime event
It happens once in forty generations
So don’t be an Ethelred
Be ready for the millennium celebrations
in Sixpenny Handley

The lucky winner of Cpl Ted was
Adam Styles.
*******************

YOU ARE INVITED
TO THE DEDICATION OF THE
NEW ROOF OF
ST MARY’S CHURCH
ON SUNDAY, 11TH OCTOBER
at 10:30am

The Village Notice Board
If you wish to place a notice on the village
notice board the key is available from
Styles Newsagents

*******************

ARE YOU READY FOR
CHRISTMAS?
Are you worrying about how many shopping
days there are left?

Planned changes to mobile library
schedules
From April 1999

Or perhaps you are getting that sneaking
feeling that there might be something more
to Christmas than shopping.... ?

“In order to accommodate the various
changes being made, a different mobile
library vehicle from the one serving them
now will serve some stops. All our mobile
libraries are similar so this should not
present problems in itself. However the
complexities of timetabling will result in
some stops being served on a different day
from hitherto.”

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE on Sunday, 29th
November takes a look at a spiritual
shopping list as well as those bits of
ourselves that are past their sell-by date and
should be chucked out. This is Advent
Sunday - the time when we can start our
spiritual shopping for Christmas.

COME AND GIVE IT A TRY!

From April 1999 the mobile library will
make its visits to Pentridge, Woodyates,
12
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Handley Sports
Club
100 Club 1998
We are still trying to collect
subscriptions for the year.
We should be in a position to
make the draw in October.
(There will be 5 draws to
catch up). We will put up
posters with the winners in
the local shops and notice
boards and also the Sports
Pavillion.
The teams have started the
new season. The Saturday
side, sponsored by The Star
Inn, are top of their league at
present, but have not played
many games yet. The Sunday
team is struggling but they
can only get better.
Alongside is the Fair Play
Code for the benefit of new
players. Its principals can be
applied to all sporting
activities.

Parish Council Notes
Planning.

unlikely

The Planning Enquiry at East Dorset District Council into the objections to
the District Wide Local Plan that was to start in January 1999 is now
to begin before May 1999.

Allotments.
It is expected that the new allotments will be available by the Spring of
1999.
Rural Transport.
The Parish Council will be talking to Victory Tours about the possibility of
13
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Do you know who represents you?
District Councillor - Alan Humphries - 01725 517365
County Councillor - Tim Palmer - 01725 552321
Member of Parliament - Robert Walker M.P. - House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
Member of European Parliament - Bryan Cassidy M.E.P. - Dorset & East Devon.

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club News
The official outdoor season has now come to an end, although we
can continue playing on our all weather carpet throughout the
winter, especially on nice sunny days.
The season has been interesting for the club as we have entertained
touring clubs and played against different types of opposition and
have met a lot of new people. Next season we have more clubs already booked.
The men’s section took part in the Dorset League for the first time and were made welcome.
The league is played on a home and away basis and therefore we were required to play on
grass greens. Considering our inexperience we did well and sometimes the score did not
reflect the closeness of the play. We shall be taking part again next year and hope to
improve our league position which was NOT at the bottom.
Friendlies were played both home and away; these were mixed and we gave a good account
of ourselves.
During the winter months when it is not possible to play outside we shall be playing “Short
Mat Bowls” in the Village Hall and we have arranged some fixtures with other clubs both
home and away.
“Short Mat” is also a very social game and can be played by all ages and abilities without
any embarrassment. Practice is essential as with outside bowls but then this is necessary
with all forms of sport.
Club individual championships are still underway and must be completed by November.
Other social events will happen by the end of the year: Games evening in October (in the Village Hall)
A Christmas Quiz
Club Annual Dinner and Presentation Event
The club still needs more members. The men to support their League team and more Ladies
so that they can take part in competitions. They do not have enough at the moment.

Come and Join us!
Brian Hansford

14

The Downsman

October 1998

News from Timothy Palmer our County Councillor
16+ School Transport. Eric Horniblow has managed to juggle services so that no child is
currently without transport. A potential problem at Handley was solved by diverting the
Farnham bus that had spare places (at no extra cost to the taxpayer).
New money for Rural Bus Services. The Parish Council is encouraged to make
suggestions for new services or enhancement of existing routes to Tim Westwood,
Transport Manager, County Hall. Victory Tours have set the ball rolling.
Frogmore Pond. The proposed clearance of the ditch by Rushmore Estates will be
welcome but I have asked John Bates of County Highways to have another look at the pond
with a view to fencing or at least reducing the depth of the pond.
Green Lane Bridleway. The Horse & Rider signs have gone up.
School Corner. I have again requested that the grass bank and the bush be mown and cut
back. Mr. Bates is investigating.
The Hollows Site. The official name for the Hollows site when completed will be:
Wheelwright’s Close.

Sixpenny Handley Flower Show Committee

th

20 Annual
FLOWER SHOW
on

OCTOBER 3rd
Show opens at 2pm
in

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Admission 50p

RAFFLE
TOMBOLA
Refreshments
15
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

JUMBLE SALE
at

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
on

Sat. October 10th
Doors Open at 2:30pm
<><><><><><><><><><><>
Jumble, Cakes, Books, China.
TOMBOLA, Bric-a-Brac
RAFFLE
Admission FREE : Refreshments
<><><><><><><><><><><>
Any donations for above stalls will be very
welcome at the Hall from 10am
or for collection, Telephone Stella (552236) or Pat (552591)

Rural Transport
It has been suggested that there may be a local need for some or all of the following
services.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Evening service to Poole/Bournemouth on Friday/Saturday (aimed at young people?)
Hospital service to Poole, Bournemouth and Salisbury
Weekly service to Ringwood/Wimborne markets.
A weekly swimming pool service (Tower park, Ringwood, Salisbury, Ferndown)
A weekly supermarket service.
A weekly service to Poole Speedway Stadium.

If any of our readers want to comment on or support any of the above suggestions or to
16
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Modern local government: in touch with the people
A summary of the White Paper.
Modern councils need to be in touch with the people. They should give vision and leadership for local communities
and secure best value in local services. They have a vital role in improving the quality of people's lives.
Deep changes in attitude and culture are needed if all councils are to meet this challenge. To help them modernise,
the best councils will be chosen as beacon councils. They will act as pace-setters and centres of excellence.
New laws will provide opportunities and rewards for reform.
A bigger say for local people
The modern council needs to be run in a way which meets the needs of local people and merits their respect. The
present committee system is confusing and inefficient. The public does not know who is in charge.
To increase people's understanding and control of their councils, local government will be able to choose new ways
of running councils including:

•
•
•

A directly elected executive mayor with a cabinet. The mayor will be elected by local people and will
appoint a cabinet from among the councillors.
Cabinet with a leader. The leader will be elected by the council, and the cabinet will be made up of
councillors either appointed by the leader or elected by the council.
A directly elected mayor and council manager. The mayor will be elected by local people to give the
political lead, and the manager would deal with administration.

Councils wanting a directly elected mayor will need to get the support of local people through a referendum. People
will also have the right to demand a directly elected mayor.
Councils will prepare a plan to bring in one of these models. Where they drag their feet, the Government will
require them to hold a referendum on one of the models.
Giving people a bigger say will mean:
• Yearly elections in most areas. Councils will have a new right to hold referendums on local issues.
• Making it easier to vote through new ideas like electronic voting, mobile polling stations and voting on
different days.
• An end to crude and universal council tax capping, giving people more power over council spending and
taxation. There will be new safeguards for local taxpayers.
A new ethical framework will bring in strict Codes of Conduct for councillors and council employees, with an
independent Standards Board to deal with complaints about improper behaviour.
A better deal for local people
The modern council delivers best value in its services to local people. All councils will have to improve services by
the best means available.

•
•
•

Councils will give more say to service users.
Councils will set clear service standards and targets for continuous improvement and publish them so that local
people know the standards they can expect to receive.
Services will be subject to regular and independent inspection, and the Government will act if councils fail to
tackle serious or persistent failures.

In working for the common good, councils will have a new duty to promote the wellbeing of their area in cooperation with public, private and voluntary bodies and local people.
The capital finance system will be made simpler so that councils can organise capital investment and assets in the
best way.
National business rates will stay. Councils will be able, within limits, to vary the business rate locally, with councils
and business agreeing how any extra money raised will be spent.
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Patricia Morphew
Fire service driver in the Blitz who kept driving after her car was holed by a bomb, merely
asking for a cup of tea and another car.
On May 11, her diary entry simply
read: “Leave, full moon, slept.”
She was born Patricia Dorothea
Dewing on June 6 1917 at Southsea. When
she was a year old, her father, LieutenantColonel Robert E Dewing, DSO, was
killed in action leading the 10th Battalion
of the Royal Berkshire regiment in France.
Her mother died shortly afterwards in
the great influenza epidemic of 1919.
Patricia and her sister were brought up
by their grandfather and, when he died, by
two uncles. She was educated at Ancaster
House, Bexhill and then at a finishing
school in Montreux, where she learned
skiing and “a little French”. She began
training as a physiotherapist in the French
town of Rennes, then returned to England
to complete her training at King’s College
Hospital, qualifying shortly before war
broke out.
She volunteered for the Fire Service
because, she explained, she had a “girl’s
love of fire engines with bright red pumps
and clanging bells”.
She was immediately posted as a staff
car driver to Cannon Street Fire station.
She had to drive officers through an area
which included London’s docks, Beckton
gasworks and the City of London,
including St Pauls.
During the Blitz, Patricia Dewing’s
station had to cope with massive
destruction. The docks were a constant
target, the vast reinforced concrete plant at
Beckton was blasted into gargantuan
wreckage and in one night six million
books blazed in the publishers’
warehouses around St Paul’s. It made
Patricia’s driving duties something of a
challenge.
“Called to St Paul’s about 12pm. Spent
unhappy time outside waiting for Craggs,”
read a typical entry, for April 16 1941.
“No one in sight. Bombs very near all

PATRICIA MORPHEW, who has died
aged 80, was awarded a BEM for
conspicuous bravery as a young staff car
driver for the National Fire Service during
the London Blitz.
She was driving to a fire along
Dowgate Hill, near the Monument, in the
City of London, on the night of May 10
1941, when a high-explosive bomb
detonated only 15 yards from her car.
“It was a hell of a night,” she later
recalled. “I had to drive my chief, District
Officer Craggs, to a fire which had just
started. I got soaked from a hose, but
before I had time to think, there was a
flash. The car leapt into the air and came
down 25 yards away. Somehow I was still
holding the wheel.
“A whole building seemed to be
coming in on us. The chief threw himself
over me and stopped a lot of bricks and
debris. Then I found that the car was on
fire.”
There was mayhem and confusion all
around her. But with "courage a man can
envy", in the words of Craggs, she coolly
climbed out of the hole in the car's roof
and extinguished the flames. She then
drove the car on three flat tyres back to her
fire station, where she calmly requested a
“cup of tea, please, and another car.”
The air raid lasted another 12 hours,
during which she remained on duty,
scotching incendiaries with anything she
could lay her hands on, sometimes
stamping out flames. At the height of the
attack, she saved a building from fire by
promptly removing two incendiary bombs
from an upper floor.
She recorded in her diary how, during
a brief lull in the bombardment she sat
down to rest in front of some wooden
doors but quickly got up again when she
realised that the green paint behind her
was bubbling with the heat.
18
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around. Things crashing down. Many fires.
Land mine on church, and several dead.
Tried to give First Aid to one man covered
with dust, but he was dead.”
On another occasion she volunteered to
go into the street to give first aid to some
injured firemen, regardless of the danger
from falling bombs. Afterwards she helped
fight a fire in the station itself, and
prevented the flames from spreading. .
During another raid, she recalled, she
was working on a bombed site, and tugged
at some ropes in the dark, lost her balance
and fell into a tank full of oil in a
warehouse basement, ruining her uniform.
By daylight it turned out that the ropes
were attached to a UXB parachute mine.

When not employed driving her car,
she would often be sent off on other
errands. She recalled being instructed by
one fire officer to “just nip up to the dome
[of St Paul’s], girl and tell us how the fires
at Cheapside are going”.
After the war, she returned to her
practice as a physiotherapist.
She was twice married. Her first
marriage, to Martin Burnett, was
dissolved.
She
married,
secondly,
Christopher Morphew, who died in 1986.
She is survived by a daughter by her first
marriage.

Reproduced from The Daily Telegraph, 15/06/98.
Patricia Morphew lived in Church Cottage in Sixpenny Handley until her death.

HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134
ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS
M.O.T. TESTING NOW IN YOUR VILLAGE
SERVICING
BODYWORK
PARTS SERVICE & SHOP
Number Plates
Opening Hours

Mon. to Sat. 8am to 6pm
Sunday
11am to 1pm
Richard would like to allay any fears that the garage may be closing following the
disposal of the Victory Tours property.

This is not the case!
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“The Seeker” is the Church magazine for
the combined parishes of Sixpenny
Handley and Pentridge. It gives details of
all Church Services and Church activities.
If you would like “The Seeker” delivered
to you, please get in touch with Dr. Zoe

WHO’S WHO
The Vicar
The Rev. Ron Wood, The Vicarage, Sixpenny Handley

552608

Churchwardens (St. Mary’s with Gussage St. Andrew)
Mr. David Salmons, 4 Wyke Cottages, Wimborne St. Giles
Mr. Graham Smith, 25 Paddock Close, Sixpenny Handley

552721
552149

Churchwardens (St. Rumbold’s Pentridge)
Mrs. Jane King, Pentridge House, Pentridge
Mrs. Jean Longley, Orchard House, Pentridge

552231
552703

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Mrs. Wendie Everall (Youth and Sunday School)
Mr. Haydn Everall (Youth and Sunday School)
Mistleberry Cottage, Newtown
Mrs. Jean Mayne, 6 St. Mary’s Court, Sixpenny Handley
Mrs. Pamela Wood, The Vicarage, Sixpenny Handley

552843
552692
552608

Seeker Distribution
Dr. Zoe Harris, 16 St. Mary’s Court, Sixpenny Handley

552430

552843

REPAIR OF THE CHURCH ROOF
On behalf of everybody at St Mary's, may I say thank you to everyone who gave so
generously to our Church Roof Appeal? We needed to raise the enormous sum of £25,000
and went ahead in faith with the work, trusting that the money would come in. And thanks
to you, it has. We have reached our target, and the fund will close in the middle of
October.
On Sunday, October 11th, at 10:30am, we will be dedicating the new roof works at a
special service. Please come and join us in celebration - - after all, it's even more your
church now that so many of you have a personal investment in the roof.
I'm absolutely delighted with the way the people of this village have rallied and raised
such a sum. Thank you all, in the name of God.
Ron Wood
20

The Downsman

October 1998

Future Dates
Sunday 4th October 9:30am
A service for pets. Bring your animals (no slugs, please) for a blessing.
Sunday 1st November 9:30am All Saints.
A service to remember those who have died. Light a candle in memory of someone
you have loved.
Sunday 8th November 10.50am.
A Service of Remembrance, beginning at the war memorial with the wreath laying.
Sunday 29th November Advent Sunday. Preparing for Christmas.
At 6:00pm, Sunday Night Live! Carols, readings and teaching for Advent.

FOR THE KIDZ
Firework and Bonfire Party
Church Farm Camping Field

Saturday November 7TH
6:30pm
Best GUY Competition
Best Pumpkin or Swede Lantern Competition
£3 per Adult - £2 per Child
Tickets from Newsagents

Free Hot-Dog or Burger if you buy
your ticket in advance
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Our Play and Learn Van is
based on the east side of Dorset.
It is a FREE weekly lending
service for pre-school children 0
– 5 years, visiting rural school
areas, villages and homes.
The van is stocked with a wide
range of pre-school equipment.
We have pre-reading and prenumber games, sorting, matching,
colour recognition and activities
that will help your child prepare
for school.
Come and visit us soon and we
will show you round the van.

For further information ask your
School/Playgroup/Mother and Toddler Group,

or ring
Jenny Hargrave on 01202 849248

EVERY THURSDAY DURING TERM TIME
8:30 am – 9:15 am. On Sixpenny Handley School Playground
9:15 am – 10:00 am outside the Village Hall
23
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Dear Sir
Dear Editor
In your editorial in the June issue of the
Downsman you recommended the Chase
Community Friends Wine & Cheese
Party, in the Village Hall, to your readers.
It was indeed “a good night out” and
those who supported it will be pleased to
know that the Chase Community Friends
has sent a cheque for £670 to the Village
Hall committee.
Thank you all!
We continue to provide the services
detailed in our advert on the opposite
page.

Since my wife (Sue Hornby-Smith) and I
arrived here in mid July we’ve had a quite
hectic start to life here.
Within three days of moving, Sue was
rushed into Salisbury District Hospital
and gave birth to a son, Jamie Luke, 51/2
weeks early. Being that premature Jamie
has been in and out of SDH a few times,
but is growing fast.
We put our dogs into kennels at the time
of the move (and birth), a male Sheltie
and female Cocker Spaniel, only to
discover they got a bit too friendly and
this month Cola (Cocker Spaniel) has
given birth to 5 pups from Dale (Sheltie).

Eileen Rickards

So it’s been quite a start - but we love it
here! Everybody is so friendly.

Chris Wadge Clocks
Partners: C.J.Wadge P.J.Wadge

I’m currently a reporter and newsreader
on BBC Wiltshire Sound having moved
from Wessex FM. I’m also the village
correspondent for the Western Gazette
and also write for the Petersfield Post
(Hampshire) and for Sport First.

ANNIVERSARY CLOCK SPECIALIST
83 Fisherton Street
SALISBURY SP2 7ST
Tel/Fax 01722 334467
Or ring Handley (01725) 552455

I’m sure I can help publicise a number of
things for the village, so please contact
me if you have anything relevant for a
wider audience. You may be able to help
me in my early stages of finding out about
the village.

ANTIQUE AND MODERN
WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS
Sales and Spares

Peter Smith

COLLECTION & DELIVERY

{Welcome to the village all of you. I am sure,
Peter, that our local event organisers will
soon track you down to take up your offer of
help with publicity. Also we are always
looking for contributors to this magazine!!!}

CLOCKS BOUGHT & SOLD
CLOSED ON MONDAYS
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CHASE COMMUNITY FRIENDS
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.
In the form of :• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate contribution from the user
of 30p per mile, to cover petrol costs.
• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound.
• Emergency garden care - child sitting - dog walking.
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley village hall, and weekly
Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley. Thursday
mornings 10 30am- 12 midday.
So come along and make new friends, or play cards- bridge etc.
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
Please contact CCF co-ordinator,
Margaret Pendrigh on 01725 552510.
New volunteers always most welcome.

HANDLEY SPORTS F.C OFF TO A FLYING START
After

winning Division 4 of the Dorset N&E League last
season, Handley Sports F.C got off to a winning start in
Division 3 with a 4-1 win over Stickland F.C.

Handley took control of the game mid way through the
first half, and Pete Mullins finished off a classy move
to put Handley one up.
Two minutes later Simon Wallworth made it two with a
lob over the Stickland keeper from 30 yards.
Stickland pulled one back when they beat Handley's well organised
off-side trap, however their recovery was short lived, Simon Wallworth getting his second
of the game when he headed home a corner 5 minutes later.
Stuart Neave slotted home a fourth in the second half to complete the scoring.
This performance demonstrated that Handley Sports will be one of the teams to beat this
season in Division 3.
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Tales from a country practice
At the time the NHS began, life in a rural practice could be beset by many
difficulties - lack of transport, electricity and running water being just a few.
Two retired GPs from Sixpenny Handley - Dr. Zoe Harris and Dr. Ian Geddes
- between them recall the development of the GP practice there over the
Dr Zoe Harris begins...

went astray,

The Health Service had just
started when we came to our
scattered Dorset practice.

The district nurse was also the
midwife.

It was a time of great goodwill;
patients knew they could now
afford to call a doctor.
For doctors, there was the
satisfaction of being able to
treat patients without money
coming into the equation.
The Cranborne Chase was still
recovering from wartime
shortages.
There were very few cars,
which meant that most patients
had to be visited at home - 49
calls in one day was our record
- and there were many night
calls too.
Sixpenny Handley had no
electricity, no mains water and
no sewers.
Later we made our own
electricity with a generator, but
it was evening surgery by
lamplight before that.
We did our own dispensing for
the whole practice, making up
large jars of stock medicines.
Antibiotics were new and very
precious.
To help outlying patients,
medicines were left in Post
Offices, village shops and
friendly porches. None ever

Normal confinements took
place at home.
The older patients were still
wary of hospitals. One old lady
with a broken femur flatly
refused to go, and was treated
with traction provided by the
weight of our grandfather
clock. She made a complete
recovery.
Our practice was very much a
cottage industry, but it was a
very happy one, with
undemanding goodwill on both
sides.
Dr Geddes takes up the
story...
My predecessors had had to
buy the goodwill in the
practice for one and a half
year's income - £1,500.
Twenty-five years later my
wife and I took over the large
house in which the dining
room was the waiting room,
the billiard room the
consulting room and the
butler's pantry the dispensary.
The kitchen was the scene of
all practice meetings. We lived
upstairs and were able to keep
in close touch with local events
from the talk in the dining
room below - sometimes so
26

intriguing that patients would
not come through to be seen
until the tale was ended or I
would find that they had been
taken to see our children's
pony!
A part-time dispenser did the
filing, but there was no
secretary and when there was
no surgery, my wife was the
hub of the practice day and
night.
The house was over two miles
from Sixpenny Handley so
surgery was held twice a week
in the vicarage dining room.
One patient, after having his
back manipulated, commented
that it was the first time that he
had been under the vicar's
dining table.
In 1978 the practice moved by horsebox - into a new
surgery in Handley. The
practice team increased to a
district nurse/midwife, a
shared health visitor, a
secretary/receptionist as well
as a new dispenser. My wife
remained tied to the 'phone out
of hours.
Record keeping was
revolutionised by changing to
A4 folders and a fortnightly
meeting of the medical team
was attended by a social
worker.
Still the medicines were
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routinely left in friendly
porches and a 'snow box' was
left in each village in
November. My life was
transformed by regularly
swapping weekends with the
doctor in Cranborne.

visitor, was built in
Broadchalke and we were
joined by two practice nurses.

In 1984 I set up a partnership
with another single-handed
doctor practising with one part
-time secretary /dispenser from
two rooms in a converted
garage in the neighbouring
Chalke valley and with Dr
Hugh Pelly.
Another new surgery,
including a room for the
district nurses and health

The primary care team had
arrived and our regular team
meetings included, for part of
the time, the local vicars and
local volunteer group leaders.
In 1991 it was agreed that one
health visitor should cover the
whole practice. A district nurse
was seconded later on the same
basis.

Later we were able to create a
locality nursing team of nurses
resident in the area, working
when required and paid from
savings in the nursing budget.
Now more changes are in the
pipeline.
Undoubtedly after 50 years of
the NHS our patients are
receiving a far wider range of
care delivered locally, a much
more skilled primary care team
of 30 - plus visiting therapists.

They thus formed a cross
boundary integrated team,
managing themselves and with
flexibility to swap roles.

Reproduced from a NHS In-House magazine.

Handley Hair Shop
50 High Street
Sixpenny Handley

Bridget welcomes existing and new clientele
Open – Tuesday to Saturday
Late Night – Wednesday till 7pm
Best Competitive Prices
Always happy to see you
Appointments not always necessary
Unisex

Tel: 01725 552733
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THE STAR INN
Come on down and have a jar
at your local called the Star

Come on in and sit right down
Whatever you drink be it cider or brown
You can play darts or maybe some pool
or just sit down by the bar on a stool

If you’ve come from near or from afar
We hope you won’t forget the Star

We hope you have enjoyed your stay
as we wave you on your way

from all the staff behind the bar
at your local called the Star

THE STAR INN
Paul and Caroline welcome you all to our bar
with a nice variety of ale and good home made traditional food.
Nice comfortable bar area with separate lounge for eating.
Bookings taken for that special occasion.
Sunday Lunches, Cream Teas, Car Parking facilities.
Open all day Weekends.
We offer you entertainment last Saturday of each month.
Fruit Machine, JukeBox, Pool Table, Darts….
Don’t be shy ……… and pass us by
Visit our bar ……….. and try a jar!
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FAVOURITE POEMS

OXFORD

I have always struggled to find suitable
poems for the magazine, especially those
which would fit neatly within a page. And
so I thought it would be an interesting idea
to start a page in the Downsman devoted to
individual favourite poems.

Carpentry and Building
of Blandford

The following is one written by William
Henry Davies and submitted by John, the
landlord of the Roebuck, as one of his
great favourites:-

Extensions

New Houses

Refurbishments

Leisure
What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauties glance,
And watch her feet, and how they dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

If you have a poem you would like to share
with us, please contact me or the editor.

Call Peter Oxford
Ian Davies

01258 459222
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THE GREAT

“28 HOUR SPONSORED RECORD/CD PLAY-IN 1998”
TARGET AT LEAST £1000!
This event is being staged in the Village Hall and will start at 8:00pm Friday 23rd October
and end at Midnight Saturday 24th October 1998. Sponsorship forms have been placed in
both The Star Inn and The Roebuck and in the local shops.
You can sponsor the DJ to survive the full 28 hours or if you wish you can sponsor a 30minute programme slot for £10 each.
To help reach the target figure the following will also take place in the in the Village Hall
during the PLAY-IN: Friday 23rd October

from 8:00pm

- Ploughman’s Suppers.
- Raffle Tickets Go on Sale.
- The DJ’s Stall opens selling goods to raise the
costs of staging this event. i.e. PRS Permit, Party
Light Hire, Event Advertising.

Saturday 24th October from 11:30am
from 2:00pm

- Ploughman’s Lunches.
- Local Groups Jumble/Table Top Sale
(10% of takings to Fund)
- Car Boot Sale £5.00 table.
Both setting up from 1.00pm
Buyers 20p admission from 2.00pm.
5:00pm
from 8:00pm

- Raffle Drawn
- Party Night with Licensed Bar
Admission just £1.00
Accompanied Children Welcome.

Full list of programmes and timings follow.
Of Special Note:Saturday 9:00am - 9:30am Morning Hymns and Songs.
9:30am - 10:30am Childrens Hour - a programme for young
Children
The Kitchen will be open for light refreshments for the full 28 hours.
Proceeds from this Event Go:30
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70% To The Church Roof Fund
30% To The Village Hall Fund.
VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED TO HELP RUN THE KITCHEN, SELL RAFFLE
TICKETS AND COLLECT THE CAR BOOT FEES.

PLEASE SUPPORT GODFREY TURNER AND THE S.H.E.D.D.S.
RAISING FUNDS IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY.
The Programmes Timings Will Be:
Friday

Sat.

8:00pm to 9:00pm
9:00pm to11:30pm
11:30pm to12:30am
12:30am to 3:00am
3:00am to 4:00am
4:00am to 4:30am
4:30am to 7:00am
7:00am to 9:00am
9:00am to 9:30am
9:30am to10:30am

Start Up Show
Mixed Music
Sounds Of The 60's and 70’s
The Midnight Hour
Mixed Music
Music In The Night
Mixed Music
Classical Music Hour
The Opera Slot
The Early Show
Mixed Music
The Breakfast Show
Mixed Music
Morning Hymns And Songs
Childrens Hour ????????? For Young

10:30am to12:30pm
12:30pm to 2:00pm
2:00pm to 4:00pm
4:00pm to 5:00pm
5:00pm to 6:00pm
6:00pm to 7:00pm
7:00pm to 8:00pm
8:00pm to Midnight

The Jazz Show
Listen To The Band
Brass Bands
The Country Music Show
TV And Movie Theme Show
Sounds Of The 50's
Sounds Of The 80's
More Sounds Of The 60's And 70's
Party Night - With Licensed Bar

Children

CHRISTMAS VARIETY SHOW
I am at present working on a Christmas variety Show that I am going to stage on the 19th
December 1998 at the Village Hall. This will be a fundraiser for the Church Restoration
Fund. Talented people are invited to join the cast.
S.H.E.D.D.S. STAR BINGO
1st, 15th & 29th October, 12th & 26th November and 10th December. This will be the
Christmas Bingo and the next session after that will be 7th January 1999.
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
Our New Years Eve Party on the 31st December will be held in the Village Hall. This will
be a Fund Raiser for the Village Hall. More details later.
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MIDSUMMER STREET FAYRE AND CARNIVAL 1999
The planned date for the Midsummer Street Fayre and Carnival 1999 is Saturday 19th June.
I am hoping to set up a Tombola 1000 stall at this event. This is one prize for every year of
the second millennium. More details on this event to follow.
S.H.E.D.D.S. MILLENNIUM PROJECT
Our Millennium Committee is: - Godfrey J. Turner (Chair), Mrs Geraldine Vincent, Mr Ian
Davies, Mr Tim Palmer (Dorset County Council), Mr Alan Humphries (EDDC).
We are planning on putting down a time capsule within the Parish, to lie for 1000 years.
We are also producing a Millennium Film of the Parish. We have sourced the Stainless
Steel Capsule and sourced the GPR Coating for it. The Film is already in production. We
hope to have copies of this film available for sale towards the end of next year. More details
to follow.

Godfrey J. Turner - Chairman S.H.E.D.D.S. - Tel: 552533 (Evenings Only)

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
AT SIXPENNY HANDLEY SURGERY
Tuesdays 9:30am – 12:00 noon
Christine Pacey
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOUR ENQUIRY IS
WE WILL TRY AND HELP

COST? – Free
FOR YOU?
For everyone, regardless of class, race, sex, sexuality, culture, income or benefits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will not tell anyone unless you say so
We don’t judge or blame
We will not be influenced by outside interests or views
Financial Problems
Preliminary Debt Counselling
Employment Issues
Housing Related Problems
Family Breakdown
Issues relating to being a Carer
Issues related to Community Care

Domiciliary appointments available

HOT NEWS – Meals on Wheels comes to Sixpenny Handley
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THE WEDNESDAY CLUB
7th October - The Cranborne Chase Preservation Group.
21st October - Clayesmore Prep School Choir.
Come along at 2:30pm to the Village Hall on any of these Wednesdays and
every other Wednesday till the end of the year. The cost is only 75p per
session and that includes your tea!

NOTES FROM RSPB GARSTON WOOD.
Since last Spring, all the people in Dorset interested in the Dormouse Recovery Programme
have been meeting every month at different reserves to see how these mammals are
surviving in the County. The group started at Garston Wood last April and have looked at a
number of the Dorset Wildlife Trust reserves and then Forest Enterprise sites where
conservation is a major theme. It has been extremely interesting to find that no one type of
habitat is essential; they are present in conifer and deciduous woodland and even live in
hedges by the sea. They require a varied diet of flowers, insects, berries, and nuts but can
survive on a wide variety of those ingredients rather than just hazelnuts and bramble, as was
earlier supposed. It seems that the weather is the deciding factor in their breeding cycle
rather than the availability of food. Very warm spells in winter can upset their hibernation
and use up valuable fat reserves, while cold,
wet spells in the Spring and Summer can
prevent breeding completely.

M. G. CORDINA

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK CARRIED OUT

Telephone – 01725 552310
Berwick Cottage
42 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

In Garston Wood, they are present in mixed
woodland, scrub and dense hazel stands but
numbers are low after a couple of rather
variable seasons. Breeding has been
confirmed this year with six of a family of
eight successfully leaving a nest. The work
by our warden and the volunteers will
continue to provide a suitable range of
habitats and food sources for these delightful
creatures, at the same time improving the
biodiversity present in the woods.
Whilst on the subject of the programme we
still need more help! Volunteers who are
willing to be trained to cut hazel or make
fences for a few hours at a time would be
very welcome. All equipment is provided,
bring a packed lunch if you can stay all day.
The dates of the working parties are as
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follows:

7, 18, & 21 October
1, 4, 15 & 25 November
28 December
13, 17, 27 & 31 January
10 & 21 February
3 & 14 March
If you are able to help please contact Tony
on 01725 510309; any time you can give is valuable.

Goddard

As is usual at this time of year there is little bird activity in the woods. A plentiful supply of
food and warm conditions mean the migrants can put on fat for their long trip home while
the residents can catch some rays! The Chiffchaffs are still calling as I write and seem ready
to hang on here for a bit longer. If your garden is anything like mine, then you will be
seeing all kinds of unusual visitors, especially warblers. This year’s young are now able to
look after themselves and leave their parents for good: They are willing to try all kinds of
places for the food they need for migration. One new resident that you might look out for
this winter is the Raven. This beautiful bird is now being seen regularly in the area, having
recovered from years of decline in its range.
The educational programme for Dorset children continues this winter as usual, but if anyone
else would like to know more about the work we do or the woods themselves, please come
along on a working party day and I or my colleagues will be happy to show you around.
David Tucker

SIXPENNY HANDLEY FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB
CONTINUING PROGRAMME FOR 1998
HONORARY PRESIDENT MR GORDON CLARKE
CHAIRMAN Mrs Eileen Miles
SECRETARY Mrs Dawn Ridout
TREASURER Mrs Patsy O’Connor
October 19th

Tel: 01725 552768
Tel: 01725 552407
Tel: 01725 552656

Practice Evening……………………“Whatever Takes Your

Fancy!”
November 16th

“The Colours Of Christmas”………. Dodie Stevens
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A VIEW FROM WOODYATES - SEPARATION OF THE PARISHES
The recent public meeting at Pentridge village hall to discuss the application for a
telecommunication mast at Cobley has indirectly focused my thoughts on the shortcomings of our
local electoral system.
The meeting was informed that the Parish Council's Plans Committee had decided to support the
application and that if anyone wanted to change the situation, the opportunity to do so would arise
next May. This was supposed to mean that the chance to remove those councillors who disagreed
with the wishes of the electors of Pentridge would occur at the next parish council elections. The
only problem with this suggestion is that those living within the parish of Pentridge, which
comprises the village of Pentridge, plus East and West Woodyates, are only allowed to vote for
three out of ten parish councillors. Conversely, the people living within the boundary of the parish
of Sixpenny Handley are allowed to vote for seven of the ten councillors. Therefore, the opportunity
for Pentridge parishioners to remove the offending Sixpenny Handley councillors does not exist.
This anomaly has troubled me for some time and the need to re-examine the local powers of the
electorate, or should I say the lack of them, is of great importance to anyone who believes in the
democratic power of the people. The choice seemed quite clear: either there was one register of
electors which covered the two parishes of Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge, but this would
inevitably lead to an even greater domination by Sixpenny Handley; or the two parishes should be
separated as they were in the past.
In January, I wrote to the District Council about the viability of full separation of the two county
parishes, and I was pleasantly surprised to learn from the reply that Pentridge would qualify for
"district" parish status (i.e. one which would normally be allowed a parish council) under the Local
Government Act of 1972, simply because it has more than 150 residents. However, since it is
already "parished", the only way this can be achieved now is for the "Sixpenny Handley with
Pentridge" Parish Council, or a majority of the residents of the parish of Pentridge, to write to the
Chief Executive requesting a "review of the parish" and the possible separation of Pentridge.
On receiving the request for a review, the Chief Executive would refer it to the Council's General
Purposes Committee to determine whether or not to undertake the review. If the Committee decide
to go ahead with the review then it must pass through several protracted stages of consultation
between the Parish Council and the General Purposes Committee, and other interested parties,
before the Committee can formulate the final recommendations to the full Council. These must be
adopted by the Council and submitted to the Secretary of State for the Environment for approval,
rejection or referral to the Local Government Commission.
It was clear from the response to my letter that the process to create a separate parish council was
unnecessarily lengthy and typical of the way in which the District Council works. But the need for
proper democracy and a forum for the residents of the parish of Pentridge to discuss issues germain
to their community far outweighs any inconvenience the District Council may contrive.
The two parishes are already separated in a number of ways. Not just in geographical terms but in
other ways: a separate church; a separate village hall; separate home watch schemes; a separate
definitive map and statement on public rights of way; a separate footpaths officer and tree warden;
as well as a separate register of electors, hence, a separate electoral system; and last but not least, a
separate parish tax. From these differences, it seems logical to conclude that the act of separation
would be fairly painless and, in the interests of democracy, should therefore be delayed no longer.
Ian Davies
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News
and
Information

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

Report for August and September
Although no official meeting is held in August, a large group of members, husbands and
friends met in Salisbury for a guided walk round 'Forgotten Fisherton'. Divided into two
parties our guides led us around and about on a most interesting tour of unknown and
unexpected parts of Salisbury, giving us all kinds of information about its past history.
A 'Fun Evening' was held in Handley, at which the W.I. organised a Treasure Hunt, The two
winners were Nora North and Michael Daniel.
September brought our Annual Senior Citizens' Party. After a Mystery Tour with Victory
Tours, 60 Senior Citizens returned to the Village Hall for a splendid tea and a lively
entertainment given by 'Nutty and Friends.'
A smaller number of members than usual attended the September Meeting. Maggie
Staplehurst was kept busy changing hats in the absence of both Secretary and Treasurer, and
there were plenty of new dates for our diaries. Everyone there was both interested and
entertained by Mrs J. Lang, who unfolded some of the mysteries of the work of a Solicitor.
We look forward to welcoming visitors and prospective members to our next two meetings.
On Monday 12th October, Mrs Hilaire Walden will give a talk on Chocolate, and Monday
9th November, Mrs. Liz Ford will give a demonstration of Ribbon Craft.
Do come and join us - 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Nancie Raban-Williams

WHIST AT THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCES: 7:00pm

BRIDGE AT THE ROEBUCK
COMMENCES: 8:00pm

Wednesday 7th October
Wednesday 21st October
Wednesday 4th November
Wednesday 18th November
Saturday 5th December
Christmas Whist

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Details - Bill Chorley - Tel: 01725 552776
37
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PARISH DIARY
DATE

Oct-01

FUNCTION

PAGE

Chase Community Friends

25

(Weekly on Thursdays)

DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

Nov-04

Wednesday Club

34

Nov-04

Whist at the Village Hall

37

Oct-01

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Nov-07

For The Kidz Bonfire Party

21

Oct-03

20th Annual Flower Show

15

Nov-08

Remembrance Sunday

21

Oct-04

Pets Service

21

Nov-09

W. I. Meeting

37

Oct-05

For The Kidz Autumn Bingo

06

Nov-10

Mobile Advice Centre Visit

12

Oct-06

Line Dancing Club

Nov-11

Bridge at The Roebuck

37

(Weekly on Tuesdays)

Nov-12

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Oct-07

RSPB Working Party

35

Nov-14

St Mary's Winter Bazaar

22

Oct-07

Wednesday Club

34

Nov-15

RSPB Working Party

35

Oct-07

Whist at the Village Hall

37

Nov-16

Flower Arranging Club

35

Oct-10

Village Hall Jumble Sale

16

Nov-18

Wednesday Club

34

Oct-11

St Mary's Roof Dedication

20

Nov-18

Whist at the Village Hall

37

Oct-12

W. I. Meeting

37

Nov-19

Downsman Copy Deadline

03

Oct-13

Mobile Advice Centre Visit

12

Nov-25

RSPB Working Party

35

Oct-14

Bridge at The Roebuck

37

Nov-25

Bridge at The Roebuck

37

Oct-15

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Nov-26

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Oct-18

RSPB Working Party

35

Nov-29

Sunday Night Live

12

Oct-19

Flower Arranging Club

35

Dec-02

Wednesday Club

34

Oct-21

RSPB Working Party

35

Dec-05

Whist at the Village Hall

37

Oct-21

Wednesday Club

34

Dec-08

Mobile Advice Centre Visit

12

Dec-09

Bridge at The Roebuck

37

Oct-21

Whist at the Village Hall

37

Dec-10

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Oct-23

Record/CD Marathon

30

Dec-11

IMPS Concert & Carols

07

Oct-24

Record/CD Party Night

30

Dec-14

W. I. Meeting

37

Oct-28

Bridge at The Roebuck

37

Dec-16

Wednesday Club

34

Oct-29

S.H.E.D.D.S. Bingo

31

Dec-19

S.H.E.D.D.S. Xmas Show

31

Nov-01

RSPB Working Party

35

Dec-28

RSPB Working Party

35

Nov-01

All Saints Service

21

Dec-31

S.H.E.D.D.S. New Year Party

31

Nov-04

RSPB Working Party

35

Please support your local functions
Details correct at time of going to press.
Organisers Please let the Editor have details of any additional items to be included above. Dates quoted in
contributors’ copy will appear automatically.
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OPEN A BOX!

A chance to share concerns and meet
new friends with similar needs.
Contact - Mary Marsh
Tel:- 01725 552792

Opportunity to spend time away from mum and enjoy playing
with other children within a caring environment.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30am - 12:00 noon
Contact - Denise Meaden Tel:- 01725 552715

Come and enjoy a friendly,
fun-packed morning at the
Village Hall.
Babies, toddlers and
children under school age
are welcome - with their
mothers and carers.
We always provide
refreshments and sometimes
special events.
Mondays
10.00am - 11.30am
Term time
Contact - Penny Morrison
Tel:- 01725 552024

An introduction to mainstream school. Time to get to know the
teachers, the routines and expectations of school life.
Monday and Friday morning 8:45am - 11:15am
Contact - Sue Shepperd
Tel:- 01725 552784

Age 4 - 9 years
Give your child a first class education in the friendly, caring
environment of your village school.
Register your child as soon as possible to ensure a place.
Contact - Mrs A. Latchem (Headteacher)
Tel:- 01725 552356
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