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Cover Picture

Welcome to the
latest edition of
The Downsman.

Probably the biggest wasp nest ever seen in
Dorset, removed from Gordon Clarke’s loft in
the High Street

A packed issue this
time leaves me no room for comment!!!
Keep those contributions
coming.......
Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage
Sixpenny Handley

The next edition of this Magazine
will be published on the
1st April 1999
KKKKKKKKKK
Copy Deadline is

E-mail: alan@num5.freeserve.co.uk
Telephone – 552788
Office Hours (ColourCare Int. Ltd –
Salisbury) 01722 412202.

Don’t Just Complain - Get Involved!
Elections for the Parish Council (and District Council) take place on the 6th May.
Nominations can be submitted between 29th March and 8th April with nomination papers
available from the election office at Furzehill after the 1st March.
If you are not sure what is involved, help is at hand, with the East Dorset District Council
holding Induction Seminars for anyone who is considering standing in the forthcoming
election as a District or Parish/Town Councillor.
The Seminars will be held on: Thursday 18th February 1999 and Wednesday 10th March 1999 in the Council Chamber at
the Council's Office, Furzehill, Wimborne commencing at 7.30 p.m.
The Programme for the Seminars will include: 1. Welcome by Chief Executive.
2. Election Procedure and Nomination Forms -Elections and Licensing Manager.
3. Decision Making Process -Head of Committee Services.
Break for refreshments
4. Informal Talk About the Role of Members -Councillor Barry Jackson (new
Member
last time) and Councillor Alex Clarke plus a Parish Councillor.
5. Open Forum for Questions/Feedback.
Details from the Clerk to The Parish Council or direct from the East Dorset contact Mrs S
Griggs - 01202 886201 Ext.288.
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Sixpenny Handley
Homewatch
Sheds Under Threat
Yet more sheds have been broken into in the Sixpenny
Handley area. Have you made yours secure yet?
As more and more houses are fitted with locks and even alarms, poorly protected sheds,
garages and outhouses are increasingly attracting the attention of local thieves. Statistics now
show that this is our community’s highest crime risk, so get a good padlock and make sure that
your hinges and hasps cannot be unscrewed from the outside.
People with valuable tools and machinery to safeguard should take special care. Mark all items
indelibly with your postcode and consider fitting an alarm to the shed. Standalone alarm
systems for sheds are available from the larger DIY stores.
‘Ringmaster’ Helps to Fight Crime
Several of the village Homewatch Co-ordinators are now receiving crime prevention
information direct from Ringmaster, the new Dorset Police initiative run from Verwood. News
of suspect cars, suspicious people and recent crimes is ‘broadcast’ to subscribers by phone or
fax. The system is already widely used by shopkeepers and others in high-risk situations and it
seems to be working well in rural areas too. Through Ringmaster, all the Homewatch schemes
in our area can be informed simultaneously of potential crime risks. They can then in turn
report anything untoward back to the police.
Suspicious Callers in Pentridge
There have been several reports of strangers eyeing up properties in the Pentridge area. Some
have been calling from house to house asking whether the owners have anything to sell. This
therefore seems a good time to remind parishioners of the Knock Code, issued by the
Association of British Insurers. They say:
“Most people who come to your door are genuine. Follow the Knock Code to avoid being
conned by the minority of bogus callers.
• Know your caller
Fit a door chain and/or door viewer. Use your door viewer or a window to see who is
there. Before opening the door to a stranger, put the chain on.
• Never allow entry without identification.
Check the caller’s identity card carefully.
Open the door only when you are satisfied that the caller is genuine.
If in doubt ask the caller to return later when you can have a relative or friend with you.
Ring the company to check the caller’s identity.
• Call the police if you are suspicious
• Keep an eye on any caller while they are in the house
Genuine callers will recognise the need for these sensible precautions.”
Meeting for all Co-ordinators
4
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A meeting for all the Homewatch representatives is to take place shortly - date and time
have yet to be agreed. The police are being invited to attend to explain the Ringmaster
system and to show their most recent crime prevention videos. Anyone else who would
like to do more to help Sixpenny Handley Homewatch is welcome to attend as well.
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY
NEWSAGENTS
&
MINI MARKET

NEW INSTORE BAKERY
NOW OPEN

Fresh Baked
BREADS
CAKES SAVOURY
& SWEET PIES
364 DAYS
A YEAR
WATCH OUR
BLACKBOARD FOR DAILY
SPECIALS!!!
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A VIEW FROM WOODYATES
I am always curious to know why certain things are done in the parish and often make a
nuisance of myself trying to find the answer. But one thing which has baffled me ever since
they appeared is the introduction of Horse Watch signs near the Cobley Lane junction at
Woodyates on the A354. The section of road covered by the signs runs for about one
hundred metres and I can only assume that the fields adjacent to that section of road are the
only ones covered by the scheme. But there are horses at various locations throughout the
parish of Pentridge and all those should surely be included in the scheme. Would it not have
been better to put up notices at the parish boundaries telling people that the whole of the
parish is a "Horse Watch" area?
Tim Palmer's In Touch leaflet has reminded me that the District Council elections are taking
place in May, and one day in the not too distant future Alan Humphries and his opponents
will be making their way up the garden path to seek my support. It also reminds me that on
the night of the 4th of May 1995, the date of the last District/Parish Council elections, I was
elected to serve as a Pentridge councillor on the joint parish council. As things turned out, I
remain the only Pentridge ward councillor elected that night still sitting on the council. But
time moves on, and the community now needs to start thinking about the election of a new
parish council. I say "election", but that in fact may not occur. Only if more people stand for
the Parish Council than there are seats available will an election be contested. The current
composition of the joint parish council means that there are seven seats to fill for the
Sixpenny Handley ward and three seats for the Pentridge ward, The District Council has
advised me that nominations for the new Parish Council can be submitted between the 29th
of March and noon on the 8th of April, 1999, and that nominations papers can be obtained
from the election office at Furzehill as early as the 1st of March 1999. Each nominee must
have a proposer and a seconder from the parish, and from my original copy of the
Candidate's Guide I am reminded that there are rules and regulations on who can stand; the
main disqualifications include holding a paid office under the local authority, bankruptcy,
and having been sentenced to a term of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) of not less
than three months (without the option of a fine) during the five years preceding the election.
There are certainly no financial rewards for having a seat on the Parish Council, but it is
undoubtedly a very interesting way of becoming better acquainted with the community and
with this special part of Dorset in which we live. If you have a love for the parishes of
Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge and want to see them continue to be cared for and
protected, please put your name forward -it costs nothing to do so.
Ian Davies

Keep on Saving Your 2p Coins
To complete

A Mile Of Pennies
UP (& Down) The High Street on Carnival Day
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News
and
Information

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

Report for December and January
Our Christmas Party was thoroughly enjoyed by a large crowd of members and friends as
well as visitors from our Link Institute from the Beacon Group. Mrs Heather Hersey, our
VCO, was also one of our guests and judged the Competition for a Christmas Table
Decoration. This was won by Mrs Win Judd. The delightful entertainment was given by the
Stourvale Mummers, who performed a traditional play, one that had originated in Sixpenny
Handley. After a splendid supper we joined in songs and carols by the Poole Shantymen.
January started well with three new members who were welcomed by our President, Mrs.
Stella Symes. Plans were made to compile a scrapbook for 1999, the last year of the 20th
Century. News of forthcoming events included the Spring Council Meeting in Weymouth in
April, the I.G.M. in London in June, and, nearer home, the WI Jumble Sale on 27th
February, opening at 2.30 pm.
We learnt from our Speaker, Mrs. Hilaire Walden, of the excellent properties of Chocolate.
In her talk, entitled "A History of Chocolate and More,' she told us of some of the early
bizarre uses of chocolate as both medicine and aphrodisiac, and even drunk with a
flavouring of chilli! It was a long time before sugar was added. We were able to judge for
ourselves, by tasting different samples, how a higher percentage of cocoa solids improved
the quality and taste, which made us feel we could happily return, to any Christmas
chocolate we had left, with a much clearer conscience!
As usual the W.I. will be most grateful for any donations of jumble, cakes, bric-a-brac
etc., for our Jumble Sale on Saturday 27th February.
Nancie Raban-Williams

Changes to Paper Recycling
We can now only accept newspapers, magazines and junk mail (not
envelopes) in the Paper Banks.
Items such as cardboard, envelopes, directories and yellow pages all
include a proportion of gum or glue. This brings the quality of the
paper down to a very low grade. The purchaser of the paper requires
a consistently high grade, which is only achievable by collecting
newspapers and magazines.
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THE STAR INN
Come on down and have a jar
at your local called the Star

Come on in and sit right down
Whatever you drink be it cider or brown
You can play darts or maybe some pool
or just sit down by the bar on a stool

If you’ve come from near or from afar
We hope you won’t forget the Star

We hope you have enjoyed your stay
as we wave you on your way

from all the staff behind the bar
at your local called the Star

THE STAR INN
Paul and Caroline welcome you all to our bar
with a nice variety of ale and good home made traditional food.
Nice comfortable bar area with separate lounge for eating.
Bookings taken for that special occasion.
Sunday Lunches, Cream Teas, Car Parking facilities.
Open all day Weekends.
We offer you entertainment last Saturday of each month.
Fruit Machine, JukeBox, Pool Table, Darts….
Don’t be shy ……… and pass us by
Visit our bar ……….. and try a jar!
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SNIPPETS FROM DAPTC NEWSLETTER
The Crime and Disorder Bill
The Crime and Disorder Bill requires local authorities, the police, other key agencies and
communities to work together in order to develop and implement strategies for the
reduction of crime and disorder in a given area. Such strategies are to be based on districts
and have to be in place by 1st April 1999. While the legislation places the main focus for
the strategy at the District Council level, the new legislation requires all local authorities,
specifically including Parish Councils, to consider the reduction of crime and disorder while
exercising all of their duties.

Working Time Regulations
The Regulations, which came into force on the 1st October 1998, apply to workers over the
minimum school leaving age and the definition of "worker" covers those with a contract of
employment plus those who undertake other forms of contract, e.g. agency or temporary
work and freelancers (so long as they are treated as employees). The scope of the
Regulations excludes workers involved in a number of occupations including transport, sea
fishing, doctors in training and certain activities of the civil protection services. Weekly
"working hours" limits are imposed to an average of 48 hours per week. There are however
provisions for averaging the amount of hours over a 52 week period. Night-time workers
are subject to the limit of an average of 8 hours in each 24 hour period, with further rights
being given to adolescent workers who work nights. The Regulations call for weekly rest
periods, daily rest periods, rest breaks and paid annual leave (initially 3 weeks but rising to
4 weeks in November 1999). It should be noted that there are some exclusions or limitations
to the rules.

Rural Funding
Environment Minister, Michael Meacher, has announced that spending on conservation,
rural development, access and recreation in the countryside will increase over the next three
years. The Countryside Commission and the Rural Development Commission have
welcomed the Government plans, including £9m more for the new countryside agency to be
formed in April.

Definitive Maps -"
It would be easier not to bother"
These are the words of a Parish Councillor in the east of the County when the County
Council were running through the evidence supporting his claim for a public footpath and
finding it was not as strong as he had hoped. He is quite right, it would be easier not to
bother, but if people like him and hundreds of other public spirited, persevering people had
not bothered many of our footpaths, bridleways and byways would never have come to be

11

The Downsman

February 1999

HAYDN EVERALL

SUMMERLOCK
UPHOLSTERY

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
H O O V E R

Church Farm Workshop
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY
Tel: 01725 552333
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Fax: 01725 552333
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VERTICAL & VENETIAN
BLINDS
Carpets Supplied & Fitted

NEW & QUALITY RECONDITIONED MACHINES SUPPLIED

Tel No: 01725 - 552843
East Dorset District Council
Mobile Advice Centre
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Tuesdays between 10:00am & 10:45am
2nd February
2nd March

Planned changes to mobile library
schedules
From April 1999

The New Millennium
The Millennium isn’t a
once in a lifetime event
It happens once in forty generations
So don’t be an Ethelred
Be ready for the millennium celebrations
in Sixpenny Handley

“In order to accommodate the various
changes being made, a different mobile
library vehicle from the one serving them
now will serve some stops. All our mobile
libraries are similar so this should not
present problems in itself. However the
complexities of timetabling will result in
some stops being served on a different day
from hitherto.”

The Village Notice Board
If you wish to place a notice on the village
notice board the key is available from
Styles Newsagents

From April 1999 the mobile library will
make its visits to Pentridge, Woodyates,
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THE YOUTH CLUB IS BEGINNING
YOUR NEW YOUTH CLUB
OPENS ON
THURSDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
in the Village Hall
continuing on every subsequent Thursday in term time
Lots of activities - table hockey, pool table, keyboard, play station, Karaoke, table
tennis, Camcorder, Arts and Crafts. Drama, board games, music, and quiet areas with
quality magazines, outdoor activities - football, tennis, cricket, rounders, when the weather is fine - there will be lots to do
Tuck shop and quiet area for a chat and gossip
Two sessions nightly
8 - 12th birthday 7 - 8.30
12 - 16th birthday 8.00 - 9.30
Admission £1.00 per session, subsequent family members in same evening 75p each
The first evening will include a comprehensive registration - so please bring your
parents along - they will have to sign the forms.
Eight people from the village have been on an intensive 10 week course to become your
playleaders.
We will be forming an operating committee and representatives from the children will
be co-opted to help mould this club into what you want.
It is your club. Help us make it work.
We look forward to both seeing you and hearing your comments on your youth club
Don’t miss the best thing to happen for youth in the village
See you in the Village Hall soon.
Remember if you cannot make the first meeting, the next meeting will be on the 25th
February and all future Thursday nights in Term time.

Any enquiries please ring Bronia on 552658
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CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
AT SIXPENNY HANDLEY SURGERY
Tuesdays 9:30am – 12:00 noon
Christine Pacey
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOUR ENQUIRY IS
WE WILL TRY AND HELP

COST? – Free
FOR YOU?
For everyone, regardless of class, race, sex, sexuality, culture, income or benefits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will not tell anyone unless you say so
We don’t judge or blame
We will not be influenced by outside interests or views
Financial Problems
Preliminary Debt Counselling
Employment Issues
Housing Related Problems
Family Breakdown
Issues relating to being a Carer
Issues related to Community Care

Domiciliary appointments available

HOT NEWS – Meals on Wheels comes to Sixpenny Handley

Handley Hair Shop
50 High Street
Sixpenny Handley

Bridget welcomes existing and new clientele
Open – Tuesday to Saturday
Late Night – Wednesday till 7pm
Best Competitive Prices
Always happy to see you
Appointments not always necessary
Unisex

Tel: 01725 552733
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WILTS & DORSET BUS TIMES Revised Time Table from 30/11/98

Salisbury
Woodyates
Sixpenny Handley
Blandford
Puddletown
Dorchester
Weymouth

0840
0903
0909
0941
1015
1025
1047

Mondays
1040
1103
1109
1141
1215
1225
1247

to Fridays
1240
1340
1303
1403
1309
1409
1341
1441
1415
1425
1447

Salisbury
Woodyates
Sixpenny Handley
Blandford
Puddletown
Dorchester
Weymouth

0840
0903
0909
0941
1015
1025
1047

Saturdays
1040
1240
1103
1303
1109
1309
1141
1341
1215
1415
1225
1425
1247
1447

Salisbury
Woodyates
Sixpenny Handley
Blandford
Puddletown
Dorchester
Weymouth

1710
1731

2210
2231

1805
1836
1845
1907

2303

1440
1503
1509
1541
1615
1625
1647

1640
1703
1709
1741
1815
1825
1847

1740
1803
1809
1841

1940
2003

1640
1703
1709
1741
1815
1825
1847

1740
1803
1809
1841

1940
2003

2032

2032

Sundays & Public Holidays

Weymouth
Dorchester
Puddletown
Blandford
Sixpenny Handley
Woodyates
Salisbury

Weymouth
Dorchester
Puddletown
Blandford
Sixpenny Handley
Woodyates
Salisbury

Weymouth
Dorchester
Puddletown
Blandford
Sixpenny Handley
Woodyates
Salisbury

0717
0749
0756
0820

Mondays to Fridays
0910
1110
0935
1135
0944
1154
0917
1017
1217
0949
1049
1249
0956
1056
1256
1020
1120
1320

1420
1445
1454
1526
1559
1606
1630

1627
1659
1706
1730

1720
1745
1754
1827
1859
1906
1930

0717
0749
0756
0820

Saturdays
0910
0935
0944
0917
1017
0949
1049
0956
1056
1020
1120

1420
1445
1454
1527
1559
1606
1630

1520
1545
1554
1627
1659
1706
1730

1720
1745
1754
1827
1859
1906
1930

1420
1445
1454
1525

Sundays & Public Holidays
2000
2025
2034
Revised time table issued just
2105

1559
1620

2139
2158

1110
1135
1154
1217
1249
1256
1320

after we had printed the
December magazine.
Ed.
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FAVOURITE POEMS
David Hunt

JUST A LINE

The Workshop
Dean Lane
Sixpenny Handley
Tel: 01725 552655

Just a line to say I'm living
That I'm not amongst the dead
Though I'm getting more forgetful
And mixed up in the head.
I've got used to my arthritis
To my dentures I'm resigned.
I can cope with my bi-focals
But ye Gods - I miss my mind!
Sometimes I can't remember
When I'm standing by the stair
If I'm going up for something
Or have just come down from there.
And before the fridge so often
My mind is full of doubt
Now did I put some food away
Or come to take some out?
If its not my turn to write, dear,
I hope you won't get sore,
I may think that I have written
And don't want to be a bore.
So remember I do love you
And wish that you lived near.
And now it's time to mail this
So cheerio my dear.
At last I stand beside the mail box
And my face - it sure is red
Instead of posting this to you
I've opened it instead.

General servicing of all makes of
car
Free M.O.T. Checks
Exhaust fitting
Accident damage repairs
General Bodywork
Diesel Car Repairs
No job ever too small or too big

FREE
Quotes

will be

given on request
(without obligation)
Opening Hours
Mon – Fri
7:30am – 7:30pm
Saturday
7:30am – 4:30pm

(submitted by Gordon Clarke)

WHIST AT THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCES: 7:00pm

BRIDGE AT THE ROEBUCK
COMMENCES: 8:00pm

Wednesday 10th February
Wednesday 24th February
Wednesday 10th March
Wednesday 24th March
Wednesday 7th April

Wednesday 3rd February
Wednesday 17th February
Wednesday 3rd March
Wednesday 17th March
Wednesday 31st March

Details - Bill Chorley - Tel: 01725 552776
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“The Seeker” is the Church magazine for
the combined parishes of Sixpenny
Handley and Pentridge. It gives details of
all Church Services and Church activities.
If you would like “The Seeker” delivered
to you, please get in touch with Dr. Zoe

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion in St Mary's Church at 7.30pm

Mothering Sunday

10.30am at St Mary's, a special service for mothers with
children, and children with their mothers.

Palm Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary's with blessing and
distribution of palm crosses.
8.30am Holy Communion at Gussage St Andrew.

LENT COURSE

On Tuesday evenings in Lent, worship, prayer and Bible
Study in church at 7.30pm

EASTER SUNDAY 8.30am Holy Communion at Gussage St Andrew
(April 4th)
9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary's
11.15am Morning Prayer & Holy Communion at St
Rumbold's
6.00pm Sung Evensong at St Mary's

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The PCC has set the date for the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 20th April
1999. This is your chance to have your say about your Church.
Come along at 7.30 pm on 20th April to St. Mary's.
CHRISTINGLE
Last Christmas Eve -goodness doesn't that seem a long time ago! -we had a full
house for the Christingle Service at St. Mary's.
Everything went with a swing, and if the Service Sheets ran a bit short we are
sorry and will make sure to have some more available next time.
You all gave most generously and so we have been able to send a donation of
£141 to the Children's Society; we always send everything that is given at
Christingle to further the work of a Society that looks after the welfare of deprived
children.
Thank you.
17
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ST MARY' S CHURCH, SIXPENNY HANDLEY
is delighted to present

THE CASTERBRIDGE
SINGERS
THIS POPULAR MALE VOICE CHOIR
WILL GIVE A CONCERT OF
FAVOURITES
OLD AND NEW
on
WEDNESDAY 24th FEB 1999
at 7.30pm
Tickets £4 ADULTS £2 CHILDREN
from Clarkes or the Vicarage
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Sixpennies Pre-School
CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT PRIZES
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody who supported our Christmas
Fundraising Event. The draw for the Treasure Map took place at Sixpenny Handley First
School's Bingo Evening on the 15 December 1998. We raised magnificent £304.40, which
will benefit the pre-school children immensely. A list of the Prizewinners follows:
Prize No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Prize
£50
£20
£10
Hamper
Family Ticket to Stapehill Abbey
Entrance to Upper Farm (1 Adult/2 Children)
£5.00 McDonald's Voucher
UCI Cinema Pass for two
£5.00 Tesco's Voucher
2 Complimentary Car Parking Passes
for Moors Valley Country Park
Swanage Railway Family Travel Voucher
£5.00 Sainsbury's Voucher
Wilts & Dorset Family Explorer Ticket
£5.00 Marks & Spencer Voucher
Entrance for two to Poole Pottery
Entrance to Odeon Cinema, Salisbury

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Entrance to Upper Farm (1 Adult/2 Children)
Network Railcard, Southwest Trains
Megabowl, Tower Park
£5.00 Tesco's Voucher
Family Ticket to Stapehill Abbey
Family Ticket to Farmer Giles Farmstead
Entrance to Odeon Cinema, Salisbury

Winner
Julia Stokes
Rachel Allen
Edina Dunford
Mike Churchill
K Jeanes
Alan Vincent
Chalk
James Cann
Geraldine Vincent
Marston
Mark Harold
T Marshallsay
Marston
Mrs Shayler
Russell
The Museum
Hotel, Farnham
Mark White
Chalk
Glynn Frampton
R Fryett
Diane Orman
M Pullman
Catherine Samson

Historic Buildings of Blandford
Sunday March 7th 2:00pm
A guided tour of this historic town centre looking at the outstanding Georgian architecture.
Led by Nick Worrledge, North Dorset Conservation Officer.
Meet: Blandford Town Hall
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GLIMPSES OF PARISH LIFE IN AND AROUND SIXPENNY HANDLEY
Extract from a booklet compiled originally for the use of children to learn a little of the life of
their grandparents. Printed at the Times Printing Works, Dews Road Salisbury and priced Two
Shillings
All our villagers were perfectly happy and contented. The wages of the agricultural workers were from
11s. to 13s. a week with an extra shilling or two for haymaking and harvest, and they put in long days.
The corn was cut by the scythe and the women came behind and tied up the sheaves and stacked them.
The fields were a hive of industry. Every morning at about 6.30 about 30 men and lads would assemble
at the Cross. It was like a meeting of sorts.
There was generally a discussion over the previous day’s events, or what was likely to happen that day.
It did not take long, for at 6.45 they all moved off, some to Town Farm, some to Manor Farm and the
remainder to Frogmoor farm, and in a few moments all was quiet. The shepherds generally went direct
to the sheepfolds, the woodsmen and hurdle makers to the Chase Woods and the tradesmen, carpenters,
wheelwrights and smiths to their various jobs.
These men started work at 6 o’clock during summer months, May to November; breakfast at 8 o’clock
to 8.30, dinner 1-2, and then worked to 6 p.m. During the winter months the time was from 6.30 to
5.30, and the days went on till May when, on the second Tuesday in this month, the Roe Buck Benefit
Society held their feast. This was a great day. It was the first ‘break’ of the year. I daresay this was the
subject of the early morning discussions at the Cross before work. It was these workmen who made up
the membership of the Society.
For a week before the event, preparations could be seen going on. A large arch of scaffold poles was
erected opposite the ‘Roe Buck’ decorated with evergreens and flowers. It looked very smart. Stalls
were erected by the side of the street, laden with all kinds of funny toys, ginger bread and home-made
sweets, etc., and there was a coconut shy in the lane opposite the Inn.
The Ebbesborne Band came each year. At 9.30 in the morning two or three members of the Club would
take the Club Banner and go to the top of the Village to meet the band members who had walked from
Ebbesborne, and generally a small crowd of Denland folk who had joined them, and it did not take long
for them to form up and play a march to the Roe-Buck, where the other members were waiting to
receive them. After many handshakes, and some pints of beer had been consumed, the whole of the
members formed in procession, each with a rosette of red, white and blue in the lapel of his coat, and
marched to the Vicarage to ‘call’ for the Vicar, who was waiting at the hall door. He too had a large
rosette on his coat, and off everyone went to the Church. ‘Collecting’ Blind Jim Poolman, our organist,
on the way. All this time the Church bells were ringing a merry peal. I well remember one hymn which
was sung every year, ‘All People that on Earth do dwell’, and the out-going voluntary, ‘The March in
Scipio’ I cannot say much about the feast, but I well remember seeing the local farmers and tradesmen
joining in the crowd. Everyone appeared on a level, the workpeople mixing with their employers. In
fact it was their day - the employers taking second place. The day was handed over to them to make
merry - it was their club; it was their annual feast day. On Whit-Monday the same happened all over
again, for it was the turn of the rival society at the ‘Star’ Inn.
About 1890, the Oddfellows’ and Foresters’ Societies were beginning to get strong and as these grew
the older clubs began gradually to fade out. Although the monthly subscription was slightly higher, yet
many left the old societies for one or other of the larger ones. The Oddfellows had, and still have, their
headquarters at the ‘Star’ Inn and the headquarters of the Foresters was the ‘Roe-Buck’.
The subscription was on a sliding scale and a number of farmers and tradesmen paid the higher fees and
became members.
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These Societies, too, held a feast and fete, but not annually, and it was on a much larger scale. When,
for instance, the Oddfellows decided in early spring of any year that a fete should be held in the coming
summer, they formed a committee to draw up a schedule of events. The Secretary would be instructed
to advertise the fete and solicit tenders for a band, sometimes two, and from caterers for the lunch and
teas, etc.
A programme of pony races, donkey races, foot races, etc. were drawn up and the entries were open to a
wide area. This drew a lot of people. The local farmers were invited to act as stewards, starters and
judges, and were always willing to help.
Both these Societies generally joined together for this function. If the Oddfellows arranged this years
fete, they would by general consent invite the Foresters to join them, which was always accepted.
On the morning of the great day, and after the roll call, two selected members would go to the Foresters
Headquarters and call them.
The Secretary and Officers and the members, all in their best and many with their green sashes, others
with the Foresters’ emblem in the lapel of their coats, and the lovely banner and bearers, would be
found waiting.
The Secretary took his place between the two delegates, the Societies’ Officers next and the members
following in procession to the Headquarters of the inviting Society. It was a very cordial reception, the
two Secretaries shaking hands and members of all grades likewise.
Think of it! If during the last weeks or even days there had been a ‘tiff’ between any it was all forgotten
today. If two bands had been engaged, one would lead the Oddfellows and the other the Foresters and a
procession, four-a-breast, would form up and march to the Vicarage and invite the Vicar to lead them to
church.
If the Oddfellows had issued the invitation this year, the Foresters, with their band and banner, would
be given the place of honour, and lead the procession to church and after the service, the Oddfellows
would lead to the field, which had been kindly placed at their disposal by one of the farmers. The
procession through the village street was really a lovely sight.
The banner which preceded the Oddfellows was about three yards square, with a wide blue border
depicting the Good Samaritan in beautiful colours attending to the wounds of a traveller lying on the
ground and the ass standing by, the Priest in the distance and the Levite midway, looking back over his
shoulder. The Foresters’ banner was the same size, but with a green border, depicting a forest scene,
with a stag in the distance, and a Forester standing by his horse with a bow and a quiver of arrows and a
bugle slung over his shoulder. There was one man to each pole and two men in front and two at the
back with long white cords attached to the top of the banners to support it.
It was usual to invite a local gentleman to take the chair at the luncheon, which was held in a large tent
in the grounds. This may have been the local MP or the Lord of the Manor, who was supported by all
the farmers and tradesmen from a wide area. There were steam roundabouts, shooting galleries, swing
boats, coconuts, stalls with toys etc.
There was cricket on the Common for the men; our Vicar, Rev. T. F. Bigg, was very keen and played in
most matches, which started at 11 a.m. and always played out two innings.
*************
(More from this booklet in the next issue. Ed.)
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CHASE COMMUNITY FRIENDS
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.
In the form of :• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate contribution from the user
of 30p per mile, to cover petrol costs.
• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound.
• Emergency garden care - child sitting - dog walking.
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley village hall, and weekly
Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley. Thursday
mornings 10 30am- 12 midday.
So come along and make new friends, or play cards- bridge etc.
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
Please contact CCF co-ordinator,
Margaret Pendrigh on 01725 552510.
New volunteers always most welcome.

HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134
ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS
M.O.T. TESTING NOW IN YOUR VILLAGE
SERVICING
BODYWORK
PARTS SERVICE & SHOP
Number Plates
Opening Hours

Mon. to Sat. 8am to 6pm
Sunday
11am to 1pm

********** Business Continues as Usual **********

22

The Downsman

February 1999

NOTES FROM RSPB
GARSTON WOOD
As I write, we have paddling in Pimperne, the
Winterbourne on the Wimborne St Giles road has risen to
flood both the road and pumping station, while Garston Woods look
more like a battlefield. If you want to walk there, either wear wellingtons or just do the
lower loop to avoid getting very wet and muddy feet! Tonight's forecast says more wet and
windy weather, perhaps by the time you read this, I will be able to paddle my canoe around
the roads instead of on the Stour.
I am very sorry that the woods are so inaccessible at present but it is important that the
current years' programme goes ahead so that ultimately the wildlife will benefit by
rejuvenating the woods through a more varied habitat. To explain exactly what the RSPB is
up to, we intend holding a public meeting in the village in August that will detail how the
management plan covers all the various needs of bats, birds, butterflies, plants and
mammals.
There are three other open meetings planned from Spring to Summer so perhaps you would
like to note them early this year.
The first open day is on 23rd May when we hope the migrants will have arrived and the
bluebells are not quite over. The second is on 11th July when we hope the butterflies will be
displaying, while on 10th August there will be a special evening meeting to study Bats and
Moths. This is a new venture involving the RSPB, The Vincent Trust and other specialists
who will locate bats and trap moths for the public to see. We hope this will be of interest to
many people whose speciality has not yet been catered for in the woods.
The RSPB is a charity that relies on members subscriptions, legacies, donations and
sponsorship from various sources to pay for both it's domestic involvement in reserves and
wildlife conservation and it's international role as expert advisor to and member of, many of
the important conservation bodies throughout the world. The land the RSPB owns is
therefore not public as is that managed by English Heritage on behalf of the Government,
but is the equivalent of a private owner. However, the Society does aim to make its land
available to members and the public as much as possible, subject to the needs of
conservation. If at times the restrictions imposed on reserves seem a little annoying, please
understand they are related to long term issues not always immediately apparent.
Finally, I would ask anyone visiting the reserve to keep an eye out for vandals. We have had
various attempts to smash open the cairn, which is emptied regularly and therefore contains
very little, while the leaflets are regularly taken from the box and thrown around the area,
perhaps in frustration! The woods are in the neighbourhood watch scheme with visits by
police regularly, but help from the village might reduce the number of vehicles and property
damaged. Thank you all for your understanding, once again apologies to all the dog walkers
and visitors who find the mud such a nuisance.
Working party dates:-

10 & 21 February
3 & 14 March

David Tucker
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THE WEDNESDAY CLUB
Wednesday Club started again in January after the short Christmas break.
We meet every other Wednesday afternoon at 2.30 pm in the Village Hall for a talk of
entertainment and tea.
Plans for February and March include:
February 10th
February 24th
March 10th
March 24th

TRAIDCRAFT -Talk by Arthur Simmonds
CALIFORNIA 1993 -Slides by Ted Adams
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT by Queen Elizabeth School
FOVANT BADGES -by R. Nuttall.

And looking further ahead, we have "Family Trees, "Marionettes"
and the Sandroyds School Choir.
Come and join in for any or all of these -no formalities, just come along.

FREE BOOKS FOR
HANDLEY SCHOOL
Do you read the Sun, the News of the World, the Times or the Sunday Times?
Do you eat Walkers Crisps?

WILL YOU HELP HANDLEY FIRST
SCHOOL GET SOME FREE BOOKS?
All you need to do is to save the tokens from the papers or crisp packets.
The tokens can be handed in at the School, or at St.Mary's Church. Or I
expect if you ask Bronia nicely she will make sure they go to the right
place! This is a really worthwhile cause; all we have to do is collect the
tokens and the school will have some much needed extra books to keep. So
do help if you can.
Pam Wood 552608.
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OXFORD
Carpentry and Building
of Blandford
New Houses
Extensions
Refurbishments

Call Peter Oxford
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Dear Editor

Dear Editor

I have just received a letter addressed to
me at
“FIXPENNEY HANDLEBY”.

I’d like to thank Godfrey for his New
Years Eve party. The only trouble was where were the people. I don’t know how
any one else celebrated the event but it
certainly wasn’t at the dance.
There were 3 couples there, one from
Shaftesbury, one from Salisbury and one
from Handley and we enjoyed it. The
music was lovely, and thanks to the bar
staff for joining in, by dancing and
teaching us the actions to some dances.

Has anyone else received any amusing or
strange convolutions of our village name?
Roger Watkins
St. Mary’s Court

--00OOO00-Godfrey has put on a few events in the
last year to raise money for the Church,
Scouts and Village Hall. I wonder if
anyone will miss the Village Hall if it
finally closes for lack of support.

Dear Editor
Marie Curie Cancer Care Fund
A collection for the above fund taken at
Common Road, in November, raised a
total of £30. Thanks to everyone who
donated.

Come on Handley - like the Post Office The Village Hall - Use It or Lose It.
Pat Oxford

K Churchill
(Official Collector)

Drs Pelly, Nodder and Morgan
Surgery Opening Times
Sixpenny Handley

Broadchalke

Monday

8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0

8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0

Tuesday

8.0 - 1.0 and 2.0 - 7.0

9.0 - 5.0
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Chris Wadge Clocks

M. G. CORDINA

Partners: C.J.Wadge P.J.Wadge

ANNIVERSARY CLOCK
SPECIALIST

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK CARRIED OUT

83 Fisherton Street
SALISBURY SP2 7ST
Tel/Fax 01722 334467
Or ring Handley (01725) 552455
ANTIQUE AND MODERN
WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS
Telephone – 01725 552310

Sales and Spares

Berwick Cottage
42 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

COLLECTION & DELIVERY
CLOCKS BOUGHT & SOLD
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

WOMEN'S WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER
Friday 5th March 1999
God's Tender Touch
(Prepared by the Christian Women of Venezuela)
This non-denominational service will be held this year at 7:00pm
at Gussage St.Michael Church.
The Speaker will be Mrs. Dawn Cuthbertson -Head of Monckton Coombe School.
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Sixpenny
Handley
Cricket Club
General Knowledge

Louise Blyth B.A. (hons.) Mus.

Quiz Night

Also : Theory, Double Bass,
Aural training.

Saturday 20th
February

01258 830140

The Roebuck Inn
8pm start
£5 per team entry

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered Physiotherapist
Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, Massage
Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518
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Stone Age murder mystery
Reproduced from THE EXPRESS 16/01/99
Written by Michael Hanlon - Science Correspondent

Tutankhamun.”
The victims lay poignantly in
After hours of excavation,
a chalk pit. The young women
more bones were revealed,
had been fit and healthy with
including three more skulls,
perfect teeth. The other three
and it became clear that
were children. And they were
Martin was looking at a
about 5,500 years old.
grave. Two skeletons lay at
How they died and why they
each end, crouched as if
were buried together might
asleep. Poignantly three of
have a perfectly innocent
them were small.
explanation. But with modern
“When you see that it's three
science now on the case, it is
children it's quite disturbing,"
beginning to look increasingly
said archaeologist Julian
like a Stone Age murder
Was this mother a
Richards, who helped
mystery. Experts believe
that they may have
sacrifice victim 5,500 Martin to excavate the site.
"It's a very sad burial
uncovered the sacrificial
years
ago?
group!'
killing of a young mother,
The bones were sent for analysis and
her daughter and two playmates.
slowly clues to the identity of the ancient
The grave came to light two years ago
skeletons took shape. The investigators
when Martin Green, a farmer and amateur
found that the woman was slim, about 5ft
archaeologist, took a microlight flight
3in tall and aged about 30. The most
over his fields in Cranborne Chase, a
remarkable feature of her perfectly
dramatic and beautiful area of chalk hills
preserved skull was her teeth. All 32 were
on the Dorset-Wiltshire border, rich in
present, with no sign of decay or disease,
mysterious burial mounds and ancient
reflecting her healthy, sugar-free diet.
folklore.
A reconstruction by computer reveals an
He spotted an extraordinary pattern like
elegant, slightly-built, woman, far
the shadow of a "henge" or ceremonial
removed from the "cave-dweller" image
Neolithic timber circle, and decided to
of popular imagination.
investigate.
The children - two girls and a boy - were
With the soil stripped off, the circles
aged about five, eight and nine. They too
stood out in brilliant white chalk - more
seemed healthy, although one of the
than a dozen circular pits a few feet
skulls showed the early signs, of a rare
across, set around a large depression 50ft
bone cancer which at that stage would not
wide. Martin decided to keep digging and
have been fatal.
stumbled upon a huge shaft, extending
The skeletons were dated at between
nearly 25ft into the rock, carefully
5,400 and 5,500 years - older than the
excavated by stone and antler-bone tools.
Pyramids and just a couple of thousand
Alongside was another pit covered by a
years after the Ice Age breathed its last
layer of large chalk blocks. As the first of
chill over England.
these was prized out, Martin saw the
DNA analysis showed that one of the
dome of a human skull. He remarked:
girls was the women’s daughter. The
“Now I know how Howard Carter felt
other two children were possibly brother
when he looked in the tomb of
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and sister, but not related to the woman.
Further chemical analysis of the bones
allowed the scientists to work out where
they had lived.
Trace metals from the 1ocal environment
find their way into our teeth and bones at
an early age, and the woman was almost
certainly born in the Mendips, around 50
to the north. The two unrelated children
were from Cranborne, but how they all
came to be united remains unknown.
The cause of death, too, remains a

31

mystery, although experts suspect that it
was not natural. Ancient Britons had a
sophisticated religion, which almost
certainly involved human sacrifices.
Julian Richards said, “The grave has
something dark about it. You have this
awful feeling that if they were sacrificed,
they went willingly”
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Report From Our District Councillor
It looks as if Alan Humphries’ long
campaign for fairer Water/Sewage charges
at Chase Crescent and similar sites
throughout the District may be reaching a
conclusion.
Chief
Executive
Alan
Breakwell, has taken it upon himself to
prepare a paper which was due to come
before the Environment Committee on
February 3rd. Alan Humphries said,
"Whatever the outcome, I hope we shall
obtain a fairer situation than exists now,
whereby residents living in identical
properties are charged three different rates,
ranging from £91 to £139.95 per year.
After an impassioned plea from our District
Councillor, the Planning Committee
overturned an officers recommendation and
refused a 'Listed Building’ application
which would have allowed a part of Denzil
Cottage at Dean Lane to have been
demolished, to make way for a public road
to pass within feet of its front door.

Sixpenny Handley Stores
&
Post Office
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery
Groceries – Whole Foods
Frozen Foods
Wide Selection of Cards
COAL
Bird Nuts, Rabbit Food etc.
Tel:- Liz on 01725 552827
*************
Electricity Key Meters Charged
Electricity Savings Stamps now
available
Car Road Tax Renewals
Television Licence Payments
Travellers Cheques & Foreign
Currency
All Normal Post Office Services

Rural Post Offices are under threat
Whilst paying a site visit, to Denzil
Use it or risk losing it!
Cottage, the Planning Committee learned
from a member of the public that there was
local concern regarding wild life, including
two species of Owls living within the
garden, when, with precise timing, a Hedgehog ambled across the drive. Alan is still being
asked whether it was being remotely controlled by him. His reply, “No, because true country
folk would know the difference.”
Late News.
The Mulberry Court extension saga ended on Tuesday 26th when planners gave permission
for twelve houses to be built on the site. Alan Humphries had proposed deletion of the
dwelling numbered twelve on the plan, but this was defeated by eight votes to four. Alan's
request that for safety reasons, a staggered barrier be placed on the new footpath in front of
Denzil Cottage, was agreed, together with a number of conditions, including preservation of
trees at the rear of the site, sewage disposal and surface water.
In conjunction with the Parish & District Council, Alan is pressing for a meeting with the
various services, regarding the continuing problem with surface water and overflowing
sewage system in Dean Lane and Frogmore areas.
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club News
Our Christmas Quiz was held in December and was very well attended as usual.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported us over the past 4
years with such a sense of fun even if some of us had ‘toms’ instead of ‘stags’ for Christmas
Lunch.
Our Easter Quiz will be on April 10th in the Village Hall and we look forward to seeing you all
again. Please contact us to book a table.
We held our Presentation Dinner at the King John, Tollard Royal on the evening of 23rd
January when awards were presented to the winners as follows:AWARDS LIST 1998
President's Cup 1998
Winner
PAUL NOBLE
Runner-Up
GORDON MARTIN
Mens Singles 1998
Winner
PAUL NOBLE
Runner-Up
IVOR HUNT
Ladies Singles 1998
Winner
MAXINE KEETCH
Runner-Up
ETHEL CRAWFORD
Mixed Singles 1998
Winner
COLIN CHAMBERS
Runner-Up
GRAHAM MAIDMENT
Novice Singles 1998
Winner
COLIN CHAMBERS
Runner-Up
PHYLLIS CHOWN
Fours Competition 1998
Winners
JEAN MAIDMENT BRIAN MOSS
IVOR HUNT
PHYLLIS CHOWN
Runner-Up
TONY GROVES
MARY CUMMING
ROBERT JESSE
FREDA HADINGHAM
We had an excellent meal and everyone had a very pleasant evening.
We formed our club in 1991 and are still eager to find new members. If you are interested why
not come along and bring a friend. (Contact myself - Gill Martin - 01725 552297 in the first
instance).
Bowls is a game that doesn’t take too much effort and is not too difficult to learn quite quickly
- come along and have a go - you only need a flat pair of shoes.
Gill Martin

Handley Sports Club
‘100’ Club 1998
Draw No 7 - December
£50
£10
£10
£5

114
130
025
168

Mr G Burke, Littlefield Lane, Sixpenny Handley
Mr R Adlem, Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley
Nora Churchill, Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley
Mr P J Taylor, Deanland, Sixpenny Handley

Draw No 8 - January 1999
£50
£10
£10
£5

049
087
002
139

Mark Muspratt, Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley
Winifred Judd, High Street, Sixpenny Handley
R J Crouch, Sycamore Close, Sixpenny Handley
Gwen Watkins, St Mary’s Court, Sixpenny Handley

Next Draw - February 9th 1999
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PARISH DIARY
DATE

Feb-04

FUNCTION

PAGE

Chase Community Friends

2

(Weekly on Thursdays)

DATE

FUNCTION

Mar-02

Mobile Advice Centre Visit

1

Mar-03

Bridge at The Roebuck

1

PAGE

Feb-02

Mobile Advice Centre Visit

1

Mar-03

RSPB Working Party

2

Feb-03

Bridge at The Roebuck

1

Mar-05

Women's Day of Prayer

2

Feb-08

W. I. Meeting

0

Mar-07

Blandford Historic Tour

1

Feb-09

100 Club Draw

3

Mar-08

W. I. Meeting

0

Feb-10

Whist at the Village Hall

1

Mar-10

Election Seminar

0

Feb-10

RSPB Working Party

2

Mar-10

Whist at the Village Hall

1

Feb-10

The Wednesday Club

2

Mar-10

The Wednesday Club

2

Feb-10

Bowls Club AGM

3

Mar-14

Mothering Sunday

1

Feb-11

Youth Club Opens

1

Mar-14

RSPB Working Party

2

Feb-17

Bridge at The Roebuck

1

Mar-17

Bridge at The Roebuck

1

Feb-17

Ash Wednesday

1

Mar-19

Downsman Copy Deadline

0

Feb-18

Election Seminar

0

Mar-24

Whist at the Village Hall

1

Feb-20

Cricket Club Quiz Night

2

Mar-24

The Wednesday Club

2

Feb-20

Valentines Dance

3

Mar-28

Palm Sunday

1

Feb-21

RSPB Working Party

2

Mar-31

Bridge at The Roebuck

1

Feb-24

Whist at the Village Hall

1

Apr-01

Tennis Club Subs Due

0

Feb-24

Casterbridge Singers

1

Apr-04

Easter Sunday

1

Feb-24

The Wednesday Club

2

Apr-07

Whist at the Village Hall

1

Feb-25

Youth Club

1

Apr-10

Bowls Club Quiz

3

Apr-20

PCC Annual Parish Meeting

1

May-06

Parish Council Elections

0

(Weekly on Thursdays in term)
Feb-27

W. I. Jumble Sale

0

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
Ninth Annual General Meeting
At The Sports Pavilion, Recreation Ground
on
Wednesday February 10th 1999 At 7:30pm
All interested and prospective members are WELCOME TO ATTEND.
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SIXPENNY

SIXPENNY HANDLEY FIRST SCHOOL
Age 4 - 9 years
Give your child a first class education in the friendly, caring environment
of your village school.
Register your child as soon as possible to ensure a place.
Contact - Mrs A. Latchem (Headteacher) Tel:- 01725 552356

SIXPENNY HANDLEY SCHOOL LINK GROUP
An introduction to mainstream school. Time to get to know the teachers,
the routines and expectations of school life.
Monday and Friday morning 8:45am - 11:15am
Contact - Sue Shepperd Tel:- 01725 552784

SIXPENNIES PRE-SCHOOL GROUP
Opportunity to spend time away from mum and enjoy playing with other
children within a caring environment.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30am - 12:00 noon
Contact - Denise Meaden Tel:- 01725 552715

HAPPY NAPPY CLUB
Come and enjoy a friendly, fun-packed morning at the Village Hall.
Babies, toddlers and children under school age are welcome
- with their mothers and carers.
We always provide refreshments and sometimes special events.
Mondays 10.00am - 11.30am Term time
Contact - Penny Morrison Tel:- 01725 552024

NEW BABY CLINIC - POST NATAL SUPPORT GROUP
A chance to share concerns and meet new friends with similar needs.
Contact - Mary Marsh Tel:- 01725 552792

Get Your Child Headed in
the Right Direction!
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