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Welcome to the latest edition of
The Downsman.

The next edition of this Magazine
will be published on the
1st December 1999
KKKKKKKKKK
Copy Deadline is

Geraldine and I went to the RSPB Open
Evening on August 10th. We really enjoyed
it, especially the chance to see the bats close
up. It did however demonstrate that
Geraldine's skills do not suggest that she
would ever become a Forest Ranger - the
sight of her feeling around in the dark to
find the torch batteries that she had dropped
certainly raised a smile.

PARISH COUNCIL

The evening did prompt me to think about
the less common visitors to my garden over
the summer and, not having a photograph
for the front cover, I have used illustrations
of some of them. The star has to be the
Humming-bird Hawk Moth which I spotted
on August Bank Holiday. My reference
book says that normally only about 50 of
these insects are recorded in the UK each
year.

The Council is considering appointing
a Deputy / Assistant Clerk to the
Council. Anyone interested please
contact the Clerk to the Council

Cover Illustrations
Seen in my Garden

Unfortunately a lack of material means we
only have 36 pages in the magazine this
time - Come On - don't be shy - there is
plenty of space for YOU to submit

Clockwise

Pipistrelle Bat
Southern Aeshna Dragonfly
Humming-bird Hawk Moth
White-faced Darter Dragonfly

something.
Send your contributions to.......
Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage
Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5QJ

Telephone – 01725 552788

FLOWER
SHOW
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News
and
Information

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

Report for August & September
No monthly meeting was held in August. Instead we entertained the Senior Citizens of the
Parish in the Village Hall on the 27th. Prior to tea our guests were taken on a mystery coach
trip that was kindly provided by Victory Tours. The afternoon ended with some members of
Tarrant Gunville W. I. giving readings and singing old favourites in which the audience
participated.
In September Michael Davies gave an interesting and amusing talk about how he started
making Dorset Blue Vinny Cheese on his farm near Sturminster Newton many years after
this particular cheese had disappeared from the market. Recipes had to be found and many
problems overcome as a result of E. U. rules and regulations.
This was followed by a Harvest Supper, each member providing a plate of food.
Maggie Staplehurst

OXFORD
Carpentry and Building
of Blandford
New Houses
Extensions
Refurbishments

Call Peter Oxford
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FRIENDS OF CRANBORNE CHASE COMMUNITIES
Friends of Cranborne Chase Communities is a charitable trust which
supports, amongst other things, Unit 8 at Town Farm Workshops in
Sixpenny Handley. Here we run a training scheme for adults with learning
disabilities, some of whom live at Tregonwell Lodge, a residential home in
Cranborne, and some who live locally and attend on a daily basis. Since
early 1998, they have been developing skills in offset printing, weaving,
spinning and feltmaking.
There used to be a carpentry section at Unit 8 also, but instructor Nick and
his enthusiastic team have lately become so involved in the project to build and deliver
wooden playhouses to orphanages in Romania run by the charity, Hope and Homes for
Children, that they have moved to their own special workshop at Tregonwell Lodge.
We now have the space at Unit 8 to expand the Textile and Printing sections and ultimately
to increase the number of day people benefiting from our training scheme. The printers
produce such items as cards, invitations and headed notepaper. Our weavers make cushions,
rugs, bags and blankets. All proceeds from the sale of these products go to Friends of
Cranborne Chase Communities. At a recent countywide Arts and Crafts Exhibition, five
weavers won certificates, including a gold and a silver.
Visitors are always welcome at Unit 8. The best time to catch us in is between 10 and 3
Tuesday to Friday.
We would also be very grateful for any offers of volunteer help in the workshops. Please
contact Helen on 552992 if you are interested.
St. Mary’s Winter Bazaar - Saturday 13th November - In aid of St. Mary’s church,
St. Andrew’s Chapel and The Friends Of Cranborne Chase Communities.

WHIST AT THE VILLAGE HALL

BRIDGE AT THE ROEBUCK

7:00 FOR 7:30pm Start

COMMENCES: 8:00pm

Wednesday 6th October
Wednesday 20th October
Wednesday 3rd November
Wednesday 17th November
Wednesday 1st December

Wednesday 13th October
Wednesday 27th October
Wednesday 10th November
Wednesday 24th November

Details - Bill Chorley
Tel: 01725 552776
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Handley Hair Shop
50 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
Bridget welcomes existing and new clientele
Open – Tuesday to Saturday
Late Night – Wednesday till 7pm
Best Competitive Prices
Always happy to see you
Appointments not always necessary
Unisex
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GLIMPSES OF PARISH LIFE IN AND
AROUND SIXPENNY HANDLEY
Continuing our extracts from a booklet
compiled originally for the use of children to
learn a little of the life of their grandparents,
written by Mr. F. Adams of Handley, and
published circa 1953.

the Handley-Cranborne road, which we cross, and
bend slightly left, following the wire fence again
to Wor Barrow and the Oakley farm Road,
following on with this road on our right, then by
the hedge dividing the West Woodyates Fields
from Garston Down, when we reach the gate from
which we started.
We have now travelled approximately 13 miles
and enclosed 5882 acres.

OUR PARISH
Our parish extends over a very wide area and is
bounded on the West by the County of Wiltshire.
We will walk around it, beginning at the North
corner of Garston Coppice, by the gate that leads
to Middle Chase Farm. From here we follow the
Shire Track (Saxon Shere), with Wiltshire on our
right, as far as Minchington Down, passing on our
way Pribdean Wood, Captain’s Wood and
Mistlebury Wood to Shermal Gate, then crossing
the road at this point and entering the woods
again and, still following the Shire track dividing
the Wilts and Dorset Boundary, through Foxbury,
Drow Coppice, Great Shaftesbury and Little
Shaftesbury Coppices, Outer Lardenhall, Gravelly
Way to Badger’s Glory on the edge of Woodcutts
Common. Here we leave the woods and, passing
at the back of the Keeper’s Cottage, keep close to
the fence that divides Woodcutts Common from
Rushmoor Park for about one mile and then bear
slightly left through Chalcott’s Wood to
Minchington Down a little to the left of South
Lodge, Rushmoor Park.
This track takes us to the bottom of the Down and
we cross the road at this point for a short distance
and follow the bank, with Bugden Meadow on
our left, emerging at a point on the HandleyFarnham road.
We now follow this road to a point near
Thickthorn Crossing, and follow the hedge that
divides the fields on our left with the downlands
on our right to Cashmoor. After climbing the hill
out of Cashmoor we cross to the trackway on our
right and follow the hedge and bank to the
Handley-St Giles road near the crossing at
Endless Pit, having passed Canada Farm
immediately on our right and Thorney Down
Farm lands on our left. Near Endless Pit we cross
the Downs and follow the wire fence which
divides the Parish of St. Giles from our Parish to
9

If we stand for a moment at Handley Cross and
look around we can see practically the whole of
our Parish. Within this area there are, besides the
village, the hamlets of Gussage St. Andrew,
which includes Cashmoor, Minchington, Dean,
Woodcutts, Dean End, Newtown and Deanlane.
In 1880 there were 93 cottages in Handley
Village, 32 in Cashmoor, Gussage St. Andrew
and Minchington, 47 in Woodcutts, Dean End and
Dean and 41 in Deanlane and Newtown.
There were four blacksmiths, one at Cashmoor,
one at Minchington, one at Dean and one at
Handley, not including the wheelwrights.
In each hamlet, too, there was a general shop, of a
sort, where the cottagers could obtain such
articles as were in daily use, such as tea, often
weighed up in ounces, sugar, tallow candles and
lucifer matches, etc., etc.
Nearly every cottager made his own bread, had a
large garden and, if no allotment, a patch of
ground given by the farmer for growing potatoes,
and he certainly had his own pig. In those early
days they were self-supporting as far as food
went.
There were five bootmakers, one at Cashmoor,
one at Deanlane and three at Handley. The boots
were not so smart in appearance, perhaps, but
they were well make, strong and lasting.
There were four Chapels, one at Woodcutts, one
at Deanlane, one at Dean and one at Handley.
Three are still in use, but the one at Dean has been
converted into a bungalow, and the one in
Handley Village was built after the fire to replace
the one destroyed.
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There is but one tomb, a large canopied structure,
with two supporting pillars rising from an altar
tomb. This was erected about 1632 to members of
the Alie family, who lived at Gussage St.
Andrew. There was also a brass plate, dated 1631,
to another member of this family, but this has
disappeared. There is a small 17th century brass
tablet to Ureth South, of Lockerly, Hants a
daughter of H. Butler Esq., of the Manor Farm,
Handley.

OUR PARISH CHURCH
Our church is of the late Norman Period, and is
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. There are
but few traces of early architecture left in the
present building, the only remains being the font
and the gargoyles on the tower. The tower is a
noble structure abutting on the West end and built
in three stages, finishing with a battlement and
corner pinnacles. The gargoyles, one at each
corner, are said to represent the four evangelists.
Such gargoyles were manufactured in Normandy
in the 12th and 13th century and imported into
this country. The fine porch should be noted. It is
heavily buttressed on each wall and is covered
with stone tiles; on the East wall is the ancient
stoup, and there is a stone seat on each side.

The tablets on the walls of the baptistery were
placed in their present position by a former
Churchwarden, who ‘rescued’ them from the
churchyard wall. They were originally built in the
walls of the old church.
The tower contains three bells, recast in 1881.
The inscriptions on the old bells were : (1) ‘God
be our guide, 1585’; (2) ‘I do love the Lorde,
1636, J.D.’; on the other, ‘S. Maria’ and a Maltese
cross.

Another feature is the remains of a very early
sundial on the South wall of the chancel. These
dials were to enable the Priest to tell the time for
Mass and Vespers. The gnomon which threw the
shadow has long since disappeared. Another and
much later dial is to be seen in the Churchyard
wall; it was probably taken from the Church
during rebuilding. The North Aisle was added in
1831. The windows on this side are of the
Jacobean Period, one evidently was taken out of
the outside wall and placed here. There are four
interesting corbels to two of the windows, one
representing a hooded lady, another a man. The
other two show the heads of hounds.

The initials ‘J.D.’ are those of John Daunton, a
bell founder of the early 17th century, whose
foundry was in Bellfounders’ Lane, Salisbury,
now Culver Street.
By an order in Council in 1547 ‘That an
Inventory of all Church Goods should be taken.’
The following is the return for ‘Hanley’:
‘Fyrst, 1 chalis of sylver, 2 corporas with their
cases, 2 copes, 1 of red sylke,
2 surplices, 2 table cloths, 1 pax of glass, 1 cope
of sattyn, 2 vestments, 2 crosses of latten,
3 bells in ye tower, to the use of the Churche
appointed by the sayde Commissyoners,
1 chalis, 1 cope of red sylke with the said table
cloths and surplices.
The residue of all the premises commuyted to ye
custodie of the men underwritten.’
Sir J. Chamber, Curat
T. West, W. Were, J. Butler, J. Morgan

The Church as we see it to-day was rebuilt in
1875-6. After the noble exterior the interior is
somewhat disappointing. Fortunately to-day the
word ‘restorer’ has lost the sinister sound it had
seventy or eighty years ago. Now it is reverence
not contempt for the ancient buildings that prompt
the restorer’s effort.
Before the rebuilding, the seats were high-backed
oaken pews, some square with seats on three
sides, others seated on two sides only. A gallery
ran along the West end and was approached by a
flight of stone steps from the outside. Underneath
the gallery was a vestry. Music was supplied by a
barrel organ until 1859, when a one-manual pipe
organ was installed. James Poolman, a blind lad
of 17, became the first organist, and held the post
without a break for 44 years..
The font is of Purbeck Marble, with late Norman
indented panels. The cover is Jacobean.

The plate now in use was presented by the late
Mrs Ansty, whose husband was some time Vicar
here. The register dates from 1736.
In 1542 the Dorset parishes were transferred to
the Bristol Diocese and not restored to Sarum till
1836, so that it is difficult to get a complete list of
‘Chaplains.’ The earliest discovered is that of
Nicholas de Longspee, 1277-80. He was the
fourth son of Wm. De Longspee and Ela Countess
10

The Downsman

October 1999

of Salisbury. The very beautiful tomb of Wm.
De Longspee, second Earl of Salisbury, is in
the nave of Salisbury Cathedral. He was killed
near Cairo in one of the Crusades in 1250.
Nicholas became Bishop of Salisbury 129297. During the short time he was in charge of
this church and parish he was prosecuted by
the Abbess of Shaftesbury Abbey for cutting
down some trees to the value of £100. It has
not been possible to discover how the action
against ‘the parson of the Church of Henlege’
ended.

THE BARBURY
Barre-a gate or rail-to stop ingress into; Bury-a
plot or close of land.
Possibly this plot, including that on which the
Church Room stands, was used as a meeting
place, and for games and archery practice after
Mass on Saints’ Days, and it may have been
the site of the market held here for nearly 200
years in the 14th and 15th centuries. Such
markets were often held in those early days in
the churchyard, the fees being paid to the
church.
It was thrown up to form a level of enclosure
by the bank on the South and East.

{The final part of this booklet, which describes the Church of St. Andrew
will be reproduced in the December magazine. Ed}

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
AT SIXPENNY HANDLEY SURGERY
Tuesdays 9:30am – 12:00 noon
Christine Pacey
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOUR ENQUIRY IS
WE WILL TRY AND HELP

COST? – Free
FOR YOU?
For everyone, regardless of class, race, sex, sexuality, culture, income or benefits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will not tell anyone unless you say so
We don’t judge or blame
We will not be influenced by outside interests or views
Financial Problems
Preliminary Debt Counselling
Employment Issues
Housing Related Problems
Family Breakdown
Issues relating to being a Carer
Issues related to Community Care

Domiciliary appointments available
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Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club has enjoyed a
remarkably successful first season of competitive tennis, albeit all
matches being played on a friendly basis. Entered in Division 3 of
the Shaftesbury league, the club played ten matches, finishing
runners up to the league champions, Wincanton B. As recounted in
the last issue of the Downsman, the club triumphed in their home
fixture against Wincanton but when the points were finally tallied at the end of July,
Wincanton B had posted 71 to Sixpenny Handley's 64. Templecombe D finished in third
place with 49 points.
At club level, the ladies doubles competition attracted nine pairings; the men's six, while
seven pairings were established for the mixed doubles. Eight members signed up for the
mixed singles and all matches should be completed ahead of the club's Annual General
Meeting on 18th October (the AGM will take place at the pavilion, commencing at 7.30
p.m. with prize giving and a buffet to follow the business of the meeting).
During August, and ahead of the inclement weather that arrived towards the middle of the
month, Ronnie Peck organised a youngsters singles competition. Following some
extremely closely contested matches, the semi-finalists were Jay Harvell, Harry Catchpole,
Mark Gosling and James McRoberts, from which Harry Catchpole and Mark Gosling went
through to the final. Both players produced some excellent tennis with Harry Catchpole
eventually running out the winner with a score of six games to two, but with several games
going to deuce he was made to work extremely hard for his victory. The doubles
competition, which should have been played in August, was rained off and this will now
take place on Saturday, 23rd October, commencing at 12.30. The format, however, has
been amended to make it an open competition but the £1 per player entry fee remains
unchanged. Competitors are advised to bring a packed lunch with soft drinks being
provided by the Club.
Finally, it has been agreed by the Club's committee that a Winter Membership will be
available from the 1st of October, extending to 31 March 2000. Fees will be precisely half
the annual rate, thus a family membership will cost £12.50, an adult membership £7.50 and
junior membership £2.50. Key deposits remain unchanged at £5. Applicants should
complete the form printed in this issue of the Downsman and forward it, with their
remittance to the Membership Secretary.
Bill Chorley

Adult coaching
Wednesday’s 10:00 - 11:30am
6th October, 13th October, 20th October, 27th October,
3rd November, 10th November, 17th November, 24th November,
1st December
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ROEBUCK INN
Freehouse
22 High Street, Sixpenny Handley

Traditional Home Made Food
& Selection of Real Ales
Restaurant, Beer Garden, Games Room,
Bed & Breakfast, Television Room, Off Road
Parking
Sunday Roasts, Childrens Menu
& Free Supper on Friday Evenings
(Served around 10pm)

HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134

ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS
M.O.T. TESTING NOW IN YOUR VILLAGE
SERVICING
BODYWORK
PARTS SERVICE & SHOP
Number Plates
Opening Hours

Mon. to Sat. 8am to 6pm
Sunday
11am to 1pm

14
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The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.
In the form of :• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate
contribution from the user of 30p per mile, to cover petrol
costs.
• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house
bound.
• Emergency garden care - child sitting - dog walking.
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley
Village Hall.
• And weekly Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the
Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley.
Thursday mornings 10: 30am- 12 midday.

“We do enjoy our Outings. Thank you”

“Wouldn’t miss it for the world. Such a lovely group of people”

“One cannot improve on Perfection.
A day to look forward to.
The President is the life and soul of the Party”

So come along and make new friends, or play cards.
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
Please contact CCF co-ordinator,
Margaret Pendrigh on 01725 552510.
New volunteers always most welcome.

“You meet so many friends. The Kitchen Folk deserve a
Medal for all the Hard work for us”
15
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“BEYOND THE NOISE OF BUSY MAN”
We came from south of the Roman road. Fifteen miles south, where the hustle and bustle of
the late twentieth century exists. People, numerous people of all sizes, shapes and ages; the
majority in later life, residents or grockles (holiday makers); they are everywhere, their cars,
buses, vans, lorries, taxis, motor bikes creating noise and exhaust fumes. All extremely
busy, goodness knows to what purpose; even the grockles rushing to cram more into their
days.
So what have we found here? Here being a "rural suburb" of Handley, Woodcutts. Not the
urbanised area of Woodcutts on the main Handley/Shaftesbury road, linking Handley to its
neighbouring metropolis Tollard Royal, where traffic uses two lanes separated by a white
line on this busy thoroughfare, boasting regularly placed signposts at its periphery. No, we
are two fields to the south, down the lane past the Manor, where ancient Britons built a
settlement a "few" years ago and the church, a Priory betwixt then and now.
The ancient Britons had no need of a two lane highway and nor do we. A simple, single
track with a natural green line down the middle suffices. Despite the narrowness of our
arterial system, there are no traffic problems here, even during the rush hour, or more
correctly two rush hours, starting at 8.00a.m. and lasting until 10.00a.m. (We have had to
extend the period to two hours in order to cope with all the traffic).
What could be a problem stems from the fact that there is only one way in which is also the
way out. To go too far could mean falling off the edge, so all drivers turn within a few
yards, (not metres, we're not sure if metrication has reached here yet), of our gate and leave
by the way they came.
Rush hour traffic includes the postman, paperman, milkman, Jock's home help, Caroline,
Graham (both off to work), Mary driving to the village, Terry, to playschool with her Mum,
Charlotte, the dustbin lorry each Tuesday, Thursday, Win and her wheelbarrow, the
occasional tractor, Pam Wood on her pastoral duties and others who remain nameless
because they have not reported in.
Despite all this activity, this wonderful place takes me back some twenty years (this sounds
better than fifty) when, as a boy, living over the border in rural Hampshire, I enjoyed a
country boyhood. Then people stopped to chat, they walked, gardened, swapped gossip,
stories, vegetables, flowers, plants, ideas, information and above all goodwill; very much as
this little community does now.
Wandering down the lane at 6.30a.m. with a mug of steaming tea in my hand I will meet old
Jock, the retired shepherd with his new pup, Amy. Since he lives alone apart from Amy and
his television, he loves a chat. More often than not about the farms and the sheep of his past
life. The first time I met him, although I knew who he was, he had no idea who I was and
seeing me with my tea rather flummoxed him and his greeting was, "Where did you get
that?”
Jock's neighbour of many years, Win, has lived in tier cottage all her life, as her father did
before her. He was the foreman woodsman on the estate, with some sixteen men under his
18
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control. If there is anything you need to know ask Win, she knows the place backwards, all
the field names, the tracks and pathways, the houses and their occupants, now and for the
past seventy odd years. She is also a great cricket lover and reels off the names of all the
stars since the war. In fact, not long ago she wrote to the selectors complaining of their
inadequacies in selecting the team.
Win is a remarkable lady, a widow living alone with a remarkable garden, huge by modern
standards, but immaculate. Flowers, fruit and vegetables grow in abundance. The surplus of
which she shares with all. Working until dark each fine evening, she has no television and
still has time to chat over the hedge to passers by. I suggested that she should have a
miner’s helmet with a lamp to extend her working hours. (If anyone has such a thing please
remember Win)
So you see, early in the morning or late in the evening there is someone to chat to and
during the day, if it is fine and she is home from playschool, Terry, our youngest inhabitant,
is only too pleased to natter. In her case its not over the garden fence but through it. If some
of her reasoning and vocabulary are not clear her lively enthusiasm more than makes up for
it.
This is our Paradise, perhaps not everyone’s idea of Utopia, but ours, and we thank God for
it.

Chris Wadge Clocks
Partners: C.J.Wadge P.J.Wadge

M. G. CORDINA

ANNIVERSARY CLOCK
SPECIALIST

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK CARRIED OUT

83 Fisherton Street
SALISBURY SP2 7ST
Tel/Fax 01722 334467
Or ring Handley (01725) 552455
ANTIQUE AND MODERN
WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS
Sales and Spares

Telephone – 01725 552310

COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Berwick Cottage
42 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

CLOCKS BOUGHT & SOLD
CLOSED ON MONDAYS
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The Eclipse Experience
I was one of the lucky ones to win four tickets for the Eclipse Cruise, sponsored by The
Daily Mail.
We left Sixpenny Handley, three friends, and myself at 4:30am. We had to be at the Queen
Elizabeth dock, Southampton at 6:00am. The Daily Mail had chartered the P&O ship, The
Canterbury.
When we boarded we were each given an information pack on the Eclipse and our special
glasses. We left Southampton in a cloud, not a sight of the sun.
The captain told us that he had information
on where we were likely to see the Eclipse,
that was near Alderney, and so we headed
out in that direction.
On board we had Professor Ian Roxburgh
from London University. He explained to
us through the tannoy what we were
hoping to see.
After we had cruised for about 3½ hours
and were about 35 to 40 miles out, all we
could see was cloud, but then about 10am,
believe it or not, the sun started to come
out. There was great excitement on board,
including Professor Roxburgh, and by
10:30am the sun was fully out.
When the time came for the eclipse, it was
just fantastic; we have never experienced
anything like it before. We saw the full
eclipse through our special glasses, with
Professor Roxburgh giving us a running
commentary as it was happening.
When we were in total darkness a gale force wind blew up and it was so cold, we expected a
blizzard at any minute. Someone remarked that they though the world was coming to an
end. It was so eerie, spooky and very spiritual, but it was just magic. Around the moon it
was like a spectacular firework display for a few minutes. During the eclipse one of my
friends’ watch stopped working and has not worked since!
When the sun started to appear the colours in the sky and the reflection on the water was
really breathtaking.
We had a very nice lunch, with champagne, in one of the ships' restaurants. Also there was a
very good jazz band on board and the people started dancing to the Glenn Miller music.
The sea was very calm (thank goodness, as I am not a very good sailor) but unfortunately
someone was taken ill on board and had to be airlifted to hospital via helicopter, this added
to the excitement (but not for the casualty).
When we returned to Southampton at about 5pm we were each given a certificate to say we
had been through the Total Eclipse.
The Daily Mail really did us proud and we all had a fantastic day - all this for the cost of a
stamp and a bit of luck!
Gordon S Clarke
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NOTES FROM RSPB GARSTON WOOD
I am very sorry to have missed the Community Open Evening on 10th August, particularly
as on our holiday, my car expired in the mountains of Wales and we had to come home!
Around seventy people listened patiently to Jack Edwards outlining the
work carried out in the woods and why it is necessary. I hope the
answers to all the questions, clarified the issues for those who were
unsure of our aims in the woods. After about an hour, the team of
experts led by Colin Morris set off in various groups, hoping to find
bats and catch moths in the traps. Some groups were luckier than
others but I believe everyone eventually saw enough to make the
evening worthwhile. Thanks to all the local folk who made the event
Long-eared bat.
such a success.
One of the bats seen
during the evening.

We are just about to start coppicing and clearing timber in the winter
schedule. The first working party is on Wednesday 6th October, the first weekend one on
Sunday the 10th Oct. New volunteers are always welcome, meet at 9.00 am in the car park,
bring lunch if you want to stay all day. Full training given and all the tools are provided but
there are lots of brambles so old clothes are de rigeur. The full timetable of coppicing days
WORKING PARTIES START ON 6TH OCTOBER
VOLUNTEERS FOR COPPICING AND FENCING ALWAYS NEEDED.
EVERYONE WELCOME
is on a notice at the wood and leaflets explaining what we do are in the box inside the gate.
Anyone, any age, welcome!
Staff from the RSPB will be supporting the working parties
more than usual this year as we have plans to cut a path
through the plantation and enlarge the car park. Jack and I
have marked out the route, which will take you from the lower
end of the car park, up the north side of the plantation and out
close to the seat at the top of the first ride. It will take some
time to remove the non-native trees and create a path, without
disturbing too much of the habitat used by resident birds and
the migrant Turtle Doves. This is a major step forward in the
overall plan for the wood, encouraging a more natural open canopy and diverse understory
to attract those elusive Nightingales. As usual, there will be quite a lot of other activity
throughout the winter months: In addition to the RSPB volunteers, there will be a hurdle
maker in one part of the wood and the Alternative Technology Centre with their school
children in another. I hope this year will see much improved access and enjoyment for
visitors.
David Tucker
Voluntary Warden
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“For The Kidz” News
Now that most of the “For The Kidz” committee are running the youth club we feel that this
year we will be unable to find the time to run the Village Firework display. We sincerely
hope that another village organisation will come forward to take over the occasion this year,
as it has been very successful and enjoyable for the last three years that we have run it.
Playareas
The committee was most disappointed to be turned down by the National Lottery for a grant
of £5000 towards playareas.
It was made quite clear that thus was no reflection on the work of the “For The Kidz”
committee. Their reason for refusal being that a village playarea is a statutory service that
should be provided by local councils.
The monies raised by our committee will still go towards providing this village with
playareas. At the moment all the money raised is held in a High Interest bank account
awaiting progress - of which we will keep you informed.
The "For The Kidz" AGM will be held after youth club in the village hall committee room
on Thursday 11th November, starting at 9:15pm.
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IN AID OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH, ST. ANDREW’S CHAPEL
AND THE FRIENDS OF CRANBORNE CHASE COMMUNITIES
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Cheryl Kellock
Investment Representative
390 Ringwood Road
Ferndown
Dorset BH22 9AU
Telephone 01725 552849
www.edwardjones.com

Sixpenny Handley Flower Arranging Club
Dates for your diary!

Oct. 18th
Nov. 15th
Dec. 6th

Practice “Autumn Leaves”
Practice “Fireworks”
Rachel Phillips “Inspirations for Christmas”,
and Buffet
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY
WAR MEMORIAL UNVEILED
The cross of Ham Hill stone which has been erected in a position, adjoining the Parish Churchyard, has
an inscription on one of the panels indicating, ‘To the Glory of God, and in memory of 23 men who gave
their lives for their King and country in the Great War, 1914-1919’, was unveiled on Thursday afternoon,
in the presence of a large gathering, by Captain George H. Pitt-Rivers, the processing also including a
service of dedication, conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. E. E. Hasluck), with an address by the Bishop of
Salisbury.
The cross is 9ft high, on a base 2ft 6ins high (hexagon), with three-tier steps 11ft wide, the total height
thus being 14ft. The panels occupied by other than the inscription quoted contains the following names of
the men associated with the village ‘who have given their lives for their country and for us’: - Fred
Weeks, Sydney Hasluck, Maurice Messer, William Phillips, Jack Waters, Fred Card, Hector Card,
William Rose, Bernard Thorne, Arthur New, Maurice Jesse. Thomas Latta, Edwing Hobbs, Sampson
Rose, Henry Harrison, Tom New, Jack Hall, Douglas Lucas, Ernest White, Joseph Chaldecott, William
Chaldecott, Henry Lucas, and George Scott.
A guard of four ‘Old Contemptibles’ was mounted at the cross during the service, for which ex-Navy and
Army men, to the number of about 70, were allotted one of the centre aisles, the relatives of those whose
memory was commemorated being seated in the other, the congregation using the two remaining aisles.
During the outdoor proceedings all ex-Service men, under Q.M.S. L. Adams and Sergeant R Day, were
drawn up on one side of the monument, other positions of the square being occupied by the school
children, with the Headmaster and teachers and relatives of the deceased. Music was played outside the
church by the Handley Brass Band.
The service included Psalm 23, a Lesson (Wisdom iii, 1-9), and the hymns ‘Now the labourer’s task is
o’er’ (before the unveiling) and ‘O Valiant Hearts’. Silence was kept for a space as a tribute to the
memory of those who had made the supreme sacrifice, and prayer was said for those ‘whom war has
made desolate and broken-hearted’. During the singing of the hymn ‘Jerusalem the Golden’ a collection
was taken by V.A.D. nurses who had served at the Newtown (Sturminster Marshall) and Rushmoor Red
Cross Hospitals, and the impressive proceeedings ended with the ‘Last Post’ and (following the National
Anthem) ‘Reveille’ sounded by two buglers. Mr C Hammett presided at the organ, and the Bishop
complimented both the choir and organist on the very nice service.
The decision to erect a memorial cross was arrived at at a public meeting last July, and a committe was
formed to promote the scheme, consisting of Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. Cartwright (as Chairman and
Honorary secretary), Mrs Cartwright, Miss E Adams, the Rev. E. E. Hasluck, Messrs F. Adams, E.
Crocker, C. Day, J. Jesse and F. White.
The memorial has involved an expenditure of £240, which has nearly all been raised. Thursday’s
collection on behalf of the fund amounted to over £17. All the haulage was done by volunteer labour.
The Roll of Honour in the church contains the names of about 140 men from this parish, several of whom
gained distinction, notably, J. Jesse who won the M.C. and D.C.M., being granted a commission; Lieut. S.
Hasluck, mentioned in despatches; Sergt. H. Adams, R.E., M.M., and later given a bar, and also the Croix
de Guerre; J. Wareham, Croix de Guerre; and F Mitchell, M.M.
Recently, woman land workers, meeting at the Old School, those who have previously received armlets
were given badges, and it is pleasant to know that Handley has received proportionately more badges than
any other village in the district.
{I do not have details of the original publication of this piece. Ed}
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The Inn On The Chase
If you’re in the mood
for some damn good food
The Inn on The Chase
must be the place
Come and see the piggies bar
while you’re there have a jar
For the finest food in Cranborne Chase
The Lantern restaurant is the place
Sandwiches, Bar Snacks, we have the lot
bring the kids, they won’t be shot
With 3 real ales and lager too
have we got a choice for you
All those families with children too
Don’t you worry we’ll cater for you
With darts, pool table, juke box too
This really must be the place for you
Oh beg my pardon
I forgot the Beer garden!
Telephone: 01725 552230

28

The Downsman

October 1999

Dear Editor
Concerning the R.T.A. I was involved in
on the 8th May whilst travelling down
Handley Hill on my way home from
holiday.
I would like to say Thank You to Mr.
Catchpole who came to my assistance and
took me to the surgery, also a young man
in a white van whose name I do not know.
I have now recovered.
Thank You
Vera Weinand
--00OOO00-Dear Editor
I was born at Diamond Villa, Handley on
the 15th of February 1921. I have lived
here all my life except for the War years
when serving with the Royal Air Force at
home and abroad.
Yours Sincerely
Norman William Clarke
{Can anybody else challenge Norman?
Ed.}
--00OOO00-Dear Editor
I thought that the funniest book I had ever
had in my hand was 'Three Men in a Boat'
until I picked up " A Year at St.
Gargoyle's" it is all cartoons, and every
page is at worst amusing and at best
hilarious.
The drawings are by an 'anonymous'
vicar, not a million miles away from
Sixpenny Handley, and is based on the
Lectionary (or the Church year, to the
unitiated).
29

You won't be able to resist looking
ahead, but there is so much to savor
in each cartoon, that it is worth being very
careful to resist the temptation!
I have been privileged to have an excuse
to preview all the illustrations and
associated texts, and have also tried them
out on my family (to get a balanced view,
you understand) and have to admit that a
great amount of amusement ensued.
‘RON’, for that is the name that appears,
as a clue, on the cover, has a genius for
insight into the vicissitudes of the
Anglican Church, without, as he puts it in
the foreword 'sending up' God, and you
do not have to be of a religious nature to
appreciate the humour of his work;
although I found I had to consult the
dictionary on more than one occasion (Do
you know what "ikebana" means?); and
one or two ecclesiastical terms had me
beaten!
The book (£4.99), all 114 pages, is
excellent value, and you can also
purchase a Millenium Calendar (£3.99)
with 12 really funny cartoons, none of
which appear in the book. My favourite is
September (the exploding Marrow!).
Which will be yours?
To say that the book, and the calendar,
have made my past few days brighter and
happier would be an understatement. I
love them. Giles is dead -LONG LIVE
RON!
Your Christmas presents problems are
solved -Give all your family and friends a
good and amusing present for all the
family, and which will last all the year
round.
These publications are available through
branches of SPCK and by mail order from
Canterbury Press, Norwich NR3 3BH.
For the book quote ISBN 1-8531 J-315-8.
Or you can buy the book and the calendar
at the Winter Bazaar on 13th November.
Roger Watkins
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered Physiotherapist
Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, Massage
Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

Sixpenny Handley Stores
&
Post Office

Parish Council
Meetings
Full Parish Council:
18th November
2000 - 20th January, 16th March, 18th May,
20th July, 21st September

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery
Groceries – Whole Foods
Frozen Foods
Wide Selection of Cards
COAL
Bird Nuts, Rabbit Food etc.
Tel:- Liz on 01725 552827
*************
Electricity Key Meters Charged
Electricity Savings Stamps now
available
Car Road Tax Renewals
Television Licence Payments
Travellers Cheques & Foreign
Currency
All Normal Post Office Services

Planning Committee:
7th October, 4th November, 2nd December
Finance and General Purposes
Committee:
14th October, 11th November, 9th December
2000 - 13th January, 10th February, 9th
March, 13th April, 11th May, 8th June 13th
July
Members of the public may attend these
Committee meetings but may not speak
unless asked to do so by the Chairman.
Public questions will only take place at full
Parish Council meetings. Items may be
placed on the Agenda of a Committee, sent
in writing to the Clerk ten days before the
meeting.

Rural Post Offices are under threat
Use it or risk losing it!

30

The Downsman

October 1999

Sixpenny Handley
Bowls Club

We have just played our last outdoor match of the season this afternoon and will now be
starting to play Short Mat indoors. For the first time we are joining a Short Mat league (the
Blackmore Vale league) and our first match is on Tuesday night, 27th September at home,
so we will see how we go.
Our two Dorset County players have gained their places again for this season and have
already played against Somerset (won) and Devon (lost).
We had a really successful Jumble Sale on the 18th and I would like to thank everyone for
their support and help - we made in excess of £450, the best ever.
Our next event to look forward to is our Christmas Quiz night on 27th November. I hope our
regulars will all attend - mince pies all round!
We have nearly finished our club competitions - our experiences of last year taught us quite
a few lessons - there are 3 more finals to play and 2 of these are being played on September
25th, so fingers crossed all will be finished by early October.
As it is possible to play on our outside green all the year round, we decided to offer
members of other clubs winter membership for 1st October to 31st March. So far we have
had eight applications and promises of more to come, so there should be a lot more action
on the green during the winter.
Our men players ended up one place higher in the league than last year, so if they keep up
this up in a few more seasons they will be top! They won quite a few of their away matches
on grass so they can be proud of that.

November 27th Quiz Evening.

What is the Millennium Bug?
The Millennium Bug is a technological "bug" that may make some computers and
electronic devices unable to recognise the year 2000. In the early days of computers,
computer memory was limited and expensive, so dates were recorded as only two digits so the year 2000 becomes 00. However, computers may recognise the year 00 as 1900, not
2000, which can result in computer errors.
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THE YOUTH CLUB
NOTICE BOARD
We have now started the autumn
sessions of the youth club.
Parents will by now have been informed
of the changes to times and sessions.
This has been brought about because of
the sad behaviour of a few of our older
members and those responsible will
know who they are.
We are now running one session
between 7.15 and 9 pm and we have
done this for one week so far and it was
well attended. Parents who feel that 9
pm is too late for the younger ones are
welcome to collect them earlier if
wished.

We have been very busy creating our
displays to take to the Kingston
Maurward Festival on the 26th
September. We built from scratch 4
three-dimensional displays - Past,
Present and Future together with a
massive spaceman. These we will be
taking to the Festival for judging. We
are very honoured to have been asked to
this event as only a very limited number
of youth clubs have been invited to
attend. Ten children and ten older
people from the village will be
attending for Sixpenny Handley and we
hope to have lots of stories to tell and
pictures to show on our return. It would
also be nice if we were to win a prize
for our displays.
We are holding a Jumble Sale at the
Village Hall on 9th October and all
donations of jumble, toys, books, bric-a-

FOOTBALL
Both the Saturday and Sunday teams have had a very mediocre start to the season:
Sunday team Lost 1 Won 1
Saturday team Lost 2 Won 1 Drawn 1
Players are still required.
Please contact the Team managers if you want to be considered for the teams.
Sunday
Stuart Haskell 552498
Saturday
Mark Young 552741
OCTOBER FIXTURES
Sat Oct 2nd
Sun Oct 3rd
Sat Oct 9th
Sun Oct 10th
Sat Oct 16th
Sun Oct 17th
Sat Oct 23rd
Sun Oct 24th
Sat Oct 30th
Suit Oct 31st

Sherborne Town FC
Handley Sports FC
Handley Sports
ABRO Bovington
Stourpaine FC
Devomet FC
Handley Sports
Handley Sports
Handley Sports
Damory Oak FC
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v Handley Sports
v Stepping Stones FC
v Gillingham Tn FC
v Handley Sports
v Handley Sports
v Handley Sports
v Allendale FC
v Mountbatten Arms
v Shaftesbury FC
v Handley Sports
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PARISH DIARY
DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

Oct- Flower Show

0

Oct-28 Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Animals Service

1

Oct-30 Football Club Home Match

3

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Oct-31 All Saints' Sunday

1

Oct- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct-31 Poetry Competition Closes

3

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- RSPB Working Party

2

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- Wednesday Club

2

Nov- Wednesday Club

2

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Planning Committee Meeting

3

Nov- Planning Committee Meeting

3

Oct- Youth Club Jumble Sale

3

Nov- W. I. Meeting

0

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Oct- RSPB Working Party

2

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- W. I. Meeting

0

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Nov- For The Kidz AGM

2

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Finance & General Purposes

3

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- St. Mary's Winter Bazaar

2

Oct- Finance & General Purposes

3

Nov- Remembrance Sunday

1

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Flower Arranging Club

2

Oct- Tennis Club AGM

1

Nov- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- Flower Arranging Club

2

Nov- Wednesday Club

2

Oct- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Nov- Downsman Copy Deadline

0

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Wednesday Club

2

Nov- Parish Council Meeting

3

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Oct- CCF Horse Racing

1

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- Tennis Club Doubles Comp.

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Bowls Club Quiz Evening

3

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Advent Carol Service

1

Oct- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Dec- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Dec- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1
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SIXPENNY

SIXPENNY HANDLEY FIRST SCHOOL
Age 4 - 9 years
Give your child a first class education in the friendly, caring environment of your village
school.
Register your child as soon as possible to ensure a place.
Contact - Mrs A. Latchem (Headteacher) Tel:- 01725 552356

THE CHASE NURSERY LINK GROUP
An introduction to mainstream school. Time to get to know the teachers,
the routines and expectations of school life.
Monday and Friday morning 8:45am - 11:15am
Contact - Sue Shepperd Tel:- 01725 552784

THE CHASE NURSERY
Structured learning through play within a caring environment for children aged 2½ - 4.
Tuesday, Wednesday 9:30am - 12:00 noon + optional lunchtime 12noon - 1pm
Thursday 9:30am - 12:00 noon “Chasers”
A parent and child structured session for children aged 2 years +
Contact - Donna Strand Tel:- 01725 552592

HAPPY NAPPY CLUB
Come and enjoy a friendly, fun-packed morning at the Village Hall.
Babies, toddlers and children under school age are welcome
- with their mothers and carers.
We always provide refreshments and sometimes special events.
Mondays 10.00am - 11.30am Term time
Contact - Penny Morrison Tel:- 01725 552024

NEW BABY CLINIC - POST NATAL SUPPORT GROUP
A chance to share concerns and meet new friends with similar needs.
Contact - Mary Marsh Tel:- 01725 552792

Get Your Child Headed in
the Right Direction!
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