NEWS AND INFORMATION
MAGAZINE

PARISH OF SIXPENNY HANDLEY
WITH PENTRIDGE

December 1999
Including: Woodyates, Deanland and Minchington
Published by Sixpenny Handley Parish Council
Delivered by Sixpenny Handley Homewatch

The Downsman

December 1999

PARISH DIRECTORY
Parish Councillors
Sixpenny Handley
Chairman

Pentridge
Vice-Chairman

Mr. B.M.J. Curtis.............
Mrs E. Miles....................
Miss E. Waller.................
Mr. P.G. Chick.................
Mr. S.Judd.......................
Mr. A.H. Gibb..................
Mr. P.J. Kellock...............

John Curtis...................... 552397
Co-ordinators
Area 1 - Dean Lane Don Penrose.................... 552022
Area 2 - Dean Land & North East
Barry Howes.................... 552583
Area 3 - Handley Central
Charles Nodder................ 552292
Area 4 - West & South
George Tozer................... 552330
Other Areas (These are separate Homewatch Schemes)
Pentridge
Roy Elford....................... 552296
Woodyates
Roy Warner..................... 552665
Police
Blandford Station. 01258 452101

552397
552768
552305
552256
552563
552704
552849

Mr. R.R.Riddle................
Mr. R. Warner................
Mr. J. Porte......................
Mr. B.J.Hansford............
Mr. Tony Henderson.....

552659
552665
552677
Clerk
552468
Assistant Clerk
552279 The Chase Nursery and “Chasers”
(Previously Sixpennies Pre-School)
Julia Stokes...................... 552314
County Councillor Mr. T. Palmer.................. 552321 Chairman
Fax 552405 The Chase Nursery Link Group
District Councillor Mr. A. Humphries............ 517365
(Previously Sixpennies Pre-School Link Group)
Contact
Julia Stokes...................... 552314
Footpaths Liaison Officers
Sixpenny Handley W.I. (Formed in 1923)
Sixpenny Handley
Mr. A.Turner................... 552735
President
Mrs Stella Symes............. 552236
Pentridge
Dr. S.E.Barnes................. 552259
Secretary
Mrs H. Eynon................... 552308
Sixpenny Handley Mother’s Union
Downsman Editorial Team
Pamela Wood................... 552608
Editor
Alan Vincent.................... 552788 Leader
Jean Mayne...................... 552692
Ian Davies........................ 552076 Secretary
Brian Hansford................ 552468 Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
Chairman
Tony Groves..................... 552236
Churches
Secretary
Gill
Martin...................... 552297
Church of England St. Mary’s, Sixpenny Handley
Handley
Sports
Club
St. Rumbold’s, Pentridge
Tony Dale........................ 552540
St. Andrews, Gussage St.Andrew Chairman
Secretary
Brian
Hansford................ 552468
Vicar
Rev. Ron. Wood............... 552608
Roman Catholic
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes & Team Managers -Sat. Mark Young..................... 552741
-Sun Stuart Haskell.................. 552498
St. Cecilia, Blandford Forum
Priest
Fr. John Mordaunt.01258 452051 The Wednesday Club
Chairman
Pamela Wood.................. 552608
1st Woodcutts Scout Group
Secretary
Vacancy
Group Scout Leader Mr. Barry Howes............. 552583
Scout Leader
Bob Lewis….................... 517465 Chase Community Friends
Dr. Geddes...................... 552395
Cub Leader
Esme Isaacs…….............. 517203 Chairman
Secretary
Sally
Clarke.................... 552674
Doctors
Drs. Pelly, Nodder & Morgan
Dean Lane Surgery.......... 552500 Sixpenny Handley Lawn Tennis Club
Chairman
Michael Catchpole........... 552879
Schools
Rosemary Dike.......01258 840136
First School
Handley First School....... 552356 Secretary
Middle School
Cranborne Middle School 517348 Membership/Treasurer John Carlisle................. 552271
Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club
Upper School
Queen Elizabeth’s School
Simon Ellingham............. 552370
Wimborne......…... 01202 885233 Chairman
Secretary
Juli
Spendley.........01202 822244
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Sixpenny
Handley
Flower
Arranging Club
Chairman
Mr. S Judd....................... 552563
Chairman
Eileen Miles..................... 552768
Secretary
Vacancy
Dawn Ridout................... 552407
Bookings
Mrs Michelle Daniels...... 552189 Secretary
Happy Nappy Club
Sixpenny Handley Flower Show
Penny Morrison............. 552024
Chairman
Brian Hansford................ 552468 Chairperson
S.H.E.D.D.S.
Secretary
Chairman
Godfrey Turner.............. 552533
For The Kidz
Chairman
Bronia Styles.................... 552658
Secretary
Geraldine Vincent............ 552788
Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Overall Co-ordinator & Police Focal Point
2

The Downsman

December 1999

Parish Council

Welcome to the latest edition of
The Downsman.

The Council has appointed an
Assistant Clerk:

Don’t ask what a “Southern Ass” is. Editorial
pressures meant that I failed to notice that I had
printed the page before I had finalised the caption.
The pictures were actually of a Pipistrelle Bat,
Southern Aeshna Dragonfly, Humming-bird Hawk
Moth and White-faced Darter Dragonfly
Hopefully I have read this months articles more
carefully.
We really enjoyed the Chase Community Friends
HorseRacing Night. Well done CCF a smashing
event.

Mr. Tony Henderson
Sans Souci
Newton
Sixpenny Handley
Tel: 01725 552279

Meetings

A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year
to you all. I personally - being involved in
computers - will actually be celebrating the fact
that no one will ever ask me about the
“Millennium Bug” again!!!!!

Full Parish Council:
20th January, 16th March,
Planning Committee:
6th January, 3rd February, 2nd March
Finance and General Purposes
Committee:
9th December
2000 - 13th January, 10th February, 9th
March,

Next Issue - Next Century
Send your contributions to.......
Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage
Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5QJ
Telephone – 01725 552788
E-mail: alan@num5.freeserve.co.uk
Office Hours - 01722 412202.

The Parish Council has no connection
with the company advertising plates
carrying images of Sixpenny Handley.

Cover Photo
Sixpenny Handley Football Team - about 1930
Winners of the Three Cross & District League
Team:Joe Sheasby, S. Emm, A. Snook
Charlie Way, Redfers Messer, Bill Parsons
Ted Adams, H Moon?, S Cutler?, Charlie Flippance, Geoff White
At The Back:Mr. C. Froud (Secretary) - Baker & Grocer
Mr. Lensome Adams - Undertaker
Mr. Bagg - Policeman
Mr. Roger Ingram
Mr Maurice Penny

The next
edition of
this
Magazine
will be
published
on the
1st
February
2000
KKKKK
Copy
Deadline is

19th
January

Can anyone identify anybody else?
Have things Changed? Compare with the current team - page 40....
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Telephone Julia Stokes (our Chairman) for further information
01725 552314
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Queen Charlotte’s Appeal
Queen Charlotte’s Appeal is a charity chaired by a man called Robert Winston (now Lord
Winston) who made and presented a recent TV programme called The Body. Robert
Winston is also known for his work on infertility, and another programme he made for TV
about the trials suffered by young couples unable to have children and the treatment they
sought for their problems. He is trying to raise enough money to build a Research Institute
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology alongside Queen Charlotte’s Hospital in West London. This
Institute will be researching into things like infertility, genetic disease, gynaecological
cancers, premature birth, infant mortality, still birth and the problems suffered by women
before, during and after having children. All these problems have been part of our lives in
the Handley area over the last ten years.
I am part of a group of 56 women, gathered together by Queen Charlotte’s Appeal to do a
sponsored cycle ride called The Three Countries Challenge. We will be cycling through
Israel, Jordan and The Sinai Desert, approximately 350kms and hope to attract in excess of
£100,000 in sponsorship between us. Our individual targets are to raise £2000 each by
January 2000 for the bike ride in March 2000. It means I’m doing a lot of standing outside
supermarkets with my rattling-tin and a big smile!
I have also devised another scheme that I’m hoping some of you might be able to help me
with which involves ‘buying a box’ for £1. This refers to a map I have drawn of the route
we will be following. On the map are 20 boxes and in each box is a ‘Possible Pitfall’ of my
ride. You choose the one you think will be my downfall and buy that particular box (i.e. No.
1 Lost in passport control at Ben Gurion Airport, miss start of ride). When all 20 boxes on
that sheet have been sold ONE of them is a winner and will receive £5!!! The other £15
comes back to my Charity. I have 100 of these fun-sheets to be done. If you think you could
sell 20 boxes at work please contact me, Clare Gillett (01725) 552406. Or if you would
like to buy one box, again please contact me on the above number or see Ron Wood who
will have one of these fun-sheets. If you feel you could sponsor me any amount, however
small, please do contact me.
Money raising is a hard task and I have found myself wondering why I’ve put myself
through it at times. The other day I was handed an envelope by a student of mine (I am a
teacher for The Dorset Adult Education Service) with sponsor money in it. When I got
home I opened the envelope and found also a letter she had written to me. It said among
other things ‘I lost my son -my first child- a few hours after his birth; maybe Queen
Charlotte’s can save someone else the heartbreak’. She is in her eighties now, my oldest but
one of my most lively students. Her still remaining sadness and her letter telling me about it
have really spurred me on and reminded me of what I’m doing this for. Please be generous
and offer your help if you can. Many, many thanks in advance for anything you might do.
Clare Gillett (01725 552406)
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CONCERT AT ST MARY’S
In aid of Earthquake Victims - Red Cross Appeal

3:00pm Saturday 4th December
The Ferndown Singers
other local artistes
and special Guest Appearances by

Harriet Neave , soprano
Phil Burbeck, organ
Tea will be served
ENTRANCE FREE
Donations To The Red Cross.

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered Physiotherapist
Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, Massage
Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518
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SUMMERLOCK
UPHOLSTERY

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
HO O V E R

Church Farm Workshop
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY
Tel: 01725 552333
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Tumble
Driers &
Dishwashers

NEW & QUALITY RECONDITIONED MACHINES SUPPLIED

Tel No: 01725 - 552843

THE CHASE NURSERY NEWSLETTER
Following the AGM in October, several changes were made to the Chase Nursery
Committee. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those retiring members for
all their hard work and dedication to the pre-school. The new committee has already met,
and is keen to continue the good work.
Chasers, the new parent and child session on Thursdays, has already proved to be
extremely popular and successful. It is aimed at children aged 2+ years, and is incorporated
into the normal structured morning session. New children are welcome though places are
limited.
This year's Christmas fund-raising event is the Treasure Hunt, which is back by popular
demand. Please dig deep into your pockets to support us -there are great prizes to be won!
See the poster for details.
The Chase Nursery Link Group will be starting again in January 2000. If you want your
child to attend, please contact our Chairman, Julia Stokes (Tel No 552314), if you have not
already done so.

The Chase Nursery
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“Woodcutts Delights”
As an ex-Woodcutts resident of 25 years, I was very interested to read of the Paradise Ted and Madge
Cox have found ‘down the lane, past the Manor’.
I too, with other residents, experienced much happiness, and many delightful moments despite living in
‘the urbanised area of Woodcutts’. A stately elm tree (alas no more, being a victim of Dutch Elm
Disease), denoted the approach of the hamlet at Woodcutts, as one travelled westwards on the B3081
from Sixpenny Handley. In the early years there was the ‘corner shop’, kept by Mrs Baggs, which
welcomed you inside with a jingling jangly bell. Strains of hymn singing escaped from the chapel to
enliven our gardening.
Having lived in suburbia, and worked in cities for many years, it was good to watch the progress of the
seasons, the husbandry of the fields around, the rotation of crops and the grazing of sheep and cows.
Cars occasionally stopped to look at the large flock of sheep in the field leading up the ‘British
Village’.
All the farm workers had to use the B3081, a vital access into the fields, and for the delivery of milk,
post etc to the six houses alongside. Greetings, hand-waves, and occasional chats at gateways were all
part of our relaxed retirement days, and we learnt a lot about country ways and country folk, very
similar no doubt to Ted’s boyhood in Hampshire.
When the demands of house and garden permitted, (often these were ignored) we explored our
environment on foot. A short rectangular walk would take us westwards along the road, southwards
down a once beech-tree lined path to Priory Cottage, eastwards past The Manor, and then north and
west again to return home. This walk was particularly favoured in the spring, when we would look for
the wonderful carpets of snowdrops within a walled piece of George and Marion Tozer’s garden, and
search for violets, both white and blue in the hedgerows, and look for lambs gambolling in an
earthworks type of field.
With more time and energy, we would cross the road and head northwards along the bridle path into the
woods, which form part of Cranborne Chase. We met woodcutters, who showed us the art of hurdle
making. We found banks of wood anemones, primroses, violets, large stretches of bluebells, but our
greatest joy was discovering early purple orchids and Solomon’s seal. Perhaps the most exciting visit
was on a dull, damp June evening when we heard nightingales and a nightjar for the first time ever.
Bird watching from the house, in the garden in the lanes and the woods became a new hobby. We made
a count of fifty-four different kinds of bird seen around the area. Our main joy came from watching the
yearly visits of the Great Spotted woodpecker. Male and female came for food suspended from an old
apple tree only a few feet from the kitchen window. Then to our surprise and delight Mum and Dad
brought their two offspring to join their meals. Although the tree had to be removed because of age,
other generations of woodpeckers continued to find nuts in the re-sited cages. We also welcomed house
martins in May, and regretted the departure in October. But perhaps the most moving and exciting ‘bird
experience’ of all, was the sight of a solitary barn owl on its search for food in the twilight - magic
moments watching it silently, slowly, and rhythmically flying about six feet from the ground searching
for supper. Sadly I believe loss of habitat has taken away these delights.
The position of our house, even though alongside the B3081, gave unrivalled views of open countryside
bounded by trees of Cranborne Chase. This for me brought the greatest pleasure, watching the changing
‘skyscapes’ - glorious sun rises and sunsets. One could note the progress of the seasons, and determine
behind which trees the sun would unfailingly set at the summer and winter solstices - hopefully given a
clear fine evening.
Now residing almost at the top of the hill in Handley, such joys must be sought (if inspired) further
afield, from the Recreation Ground. But the memories of ‘Woodcutts Delights’ endure.
PS. I even saw a Humming-bird Hawk Moth as mentioned and illustrated by the Editor.

Norah L North
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HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134

ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS
M.O.T. TESTING NOW IN YOUR VILLAGE
SERVICING
BODYWORK
PARTS SERVICE & SHOP
Number Plates
Opening Hours

Mon. to Sat. 8am to 6pm
Sunday
11am to 1pm

Chris Wadge Clocks

M. G. CORDINA

Partners: C.J.Wadge P.J.Wadge

ANNIVERSARY CLOCK
SPECIALIST

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK CARRIED OUT

83 Fisherton Street
SALISBURY SP2 7ST
Tel/Fax 01722 334467
Or ring Handley (01725) 552455
ANTIQUE AND MODERN
WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS
Sales and Spares

Telephone – 01725 552310

COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Berwick Cottage
42 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

CLOCKS BOUGHT & SOLD
CLOSED ON MONDAYS
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY AND BROADCHALKE SURGERIES
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR ARRANGEMENTS
Please refer to the published timetable (page 22) for Christmas and New Year opening.
If your repeat prescription is due between 21st December and 6th January please order
DURING THE WEEK COMMENCING 14 DECEMBER. If you forget to order in
advance then please be aware of the following:
•

Anything ordered after 3pm, Wednesday 22nd December can not be guaranteed to be
ready until Wednesday 29th December.

•

Anything ordered after 3pm, Thursday 30th December should be ready for collection
on Tuesday 4th January assuming that the supplier has no millennium computer
problems.

You will be aware of the possible implications of the millennium bug. We have been asked
by the Health Authority to make contingency plans in case any of the practice equipment
fails when the date changes to the year 2000. We have checked with suppliers that all our
equipment is "Year 2000 compliant" but even so we need to be aware of the potential
problems.
We would like to ask all patients that if we do have problems with the phone lines you may
be prepared to provide "good neighbour support” and visit the practice to make an
appointment or order a prescription for a neighbour in need. We would also like to ask
patients not to make routine follow-up appointments during the first week in January, and
ensure you have an adequate supply of repeat prescriptions to take you to the end of the
first week in January.
Finally, if you are aware of any patients who are using medical devices and equipment in
the community please let the surgery know so that we can make arrangements to have it

RICHARD T. ADLEM
MONUMENTAL MASON - FUNERAL CONSULTANT

MEMORIALS IN:GRANITE, STONE & MARBLE
PHONE HANDLEY 552496 AT ANY TIME
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Chalke Valley Playschool & Chalkies
Charity Number 1029398

Require a new staff member to work two mornings per week
during the term time as a General Assistant / Session Leader
for 2-5 year olds
Suitable qualifications preferred
For full details contact:Louise Knipe 01722 780766
Liz Heaven 01722 780467

News
and
Information

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

Report for November
There has been a WI in Sixpenny Handley for 77 years and at our Annual meeting in
November our Secretary, Mrs Eynon, in her Report on the year's activities, gave us reason to
congratulate ourselves.
We have increased our numbers and now have 36 members, and, during this last year, have
had many interesting meetings, outings and other activities. We felt very encouraged when our
visiting V.C.O., Mrs. Mal Smith, told us that we were doing “alright”. She also told us about
some future plans in the Dorset Federation and urged us to make use of the “Travelling Tutors
Scheme”.
It was a lively and enjoyable meeting. We voted for our new President, and there was a warm
welcome when Maggie Staplehurst was elected, and an equally warm vote of thanks to our
outgoing President, Stella Symes. There was a stall of interesting and varied WI Books for
sale. We were able to look again at our 70th Birthday Journal, which was compiled in 1992
and some photograph albums from past years. There was also an excellent show of Floral
Arrangements in the annual competition for “An Arrangement in a Kitchen Utensil”, for which
the Cup was won by Liz Scriven, runner up was Maggie Staplehurst. Other cups presented
included the “Competition”, and “Flower of the Month”, won by Stella Symes. Heather Eynon
told us about her recent visit to Denman College, and sang us a Suffragette song she had learnt
there during her course, which was entitled “London Pride”. To end the meeting we had the
draw for our on-going raffle, in which Joyce Waker won a beautiful picture, painted by one of
our members. Ella Pointner won a handsome sweatshirt, which had been given to the Institute
by a member of our Link Institute in New Zealand when she visited us in July.
We now look forward to our Christmas Meeting on December 13th and “The Millennium
Dinner” on January 10th. The dinner will be served in the Village Hall, and we will also have a
Speaker.
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Sixpenny Handley
Homewatch
Increased Demand for the Downsman
Our apologies that some Homewatch Co-ordinators,
who kindly also deliver the Downsman, were left a
copy or two short in October. The print run has been
increased for this issue to take account of the new
housing in the village, so every home should get a
copy from now on.
How Homewatch Works
With several new families in the parish, this is a good time to remind people how we run
the Homewatch Scheme here in Sixpenny Handley. Some newcomers will have come from
places where you have to “opt in” to be a part of a local Homewatch. Here in Sixpenny
Handley we take the view that crime prevention is everyone’s concern and that therefore
each one of us is in the scheme unless we specifically chose to “opt out”.
In practice this means that everyone is welcome and encouraged to report suspicious
activity or actual crime to their Sixpenny Handley Area Co-ordinator (see Parish Directory,
inside front cover), as well as to Dorset Police direct. The Area Co-ordinators meet
regularly and also attend monthly briefings with other local Homewatch representatives at
Blandford Police Station.
Each area of our village and surrounding countryside has a Homewatch Sub Area Coordinator, to keep a special eye out locally and to act as a first point of contact if there is
some aspect of crime or crime prevention you wish to discuss. These people also deliver
the Downsman to your door, so they know their “patch” and the homes and people within
it. You might want to discuss with them, for example, keeping a particular eye on your
home whilst you are away.
Through this column and by word of mouth the Sixpenny Handley Homewatch can keep
the parish informed as to what type of criminal activity is prevalent in the area. We also
work with the Police to address particular problems and we can give practical advice about
crime prevention. But we want to do better than that and here are two ways that you can
get more up to date information:
Ringmaster Vacancies – But Hurry!
“Ringmaster” is the name given by Dorset Police to their very clever automatic phone/fax
notification scheme. Staff at Verwood Police Station record and type messages about very
recent crimes, suspicious vehicles, suspect persons into the Verwood computer. These are
then dialled through automatically to the telephones and/or fax machines of Homewatch
Co-ordinators, shop owners, Post Offices, farms and other potential targets.
The messages are sent selectively so, for example, a farm theft would be notified to other
farms, whilst descriptions of a known shoplifter would go to shop proprietors. Typically
the Sixpenny Handley Homewatch Co-ordinators get a fax or phone message from this
service about once a week. As a result of Ringmaster we have been able to report back to
the Police sightings of suspicious vehicles and persons. These sightings have undoubtedly
averted crime in the Sixpenny Handley area.
There are already more than 3000 people receiving Ringmaster messages in North East
14
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Dorset, but Anita Wrigler, who runs the system, says
she is prepared to add another dozen recipients or so
in the Handley area. If you have good cause to receive
these messages direct, please get an application form
from Charles Nodder at The White House, 44 High
Street, Sixpenny Handley. For those who have
vulnerable businesses, properties or who travel the
area a lot and may see suspect vehicles in the course
of their journeys; this service is highly recommended.
We are limited to a further 12 names so it has to be
first come first served basis.
Are you on E-mail?
Sixpenny Handley Homewatch is also keen to move with the times and is aware of the
value of e-mail as a means of passing on crime prevention messages quickly. Several of
our co- ordinators are already on e-mail so we are looking at the possibility of “blanket
emailing” interested parishioners with notifications of local crimes, suspect vehicle
numbers etc. This would be an efficient way of passing on Ringmaster information, for
example, and might amount to about one message a fortnight. If you would like e-mail
notifications, please e-mail to Charles Nodder on: cnodder@msn.com If Charles gets
more than 20 positive responses, he will set up our own e-mail notification system.
Keyholder Scheme
Dorset Police run a centralised scheme to record the details of anyone who you have
decided to give keys/alarm details to. The main advantage is that if something happens to
your property while you are away, the police know whom to contact. The information is
kept secret to the police. You can find out more by telephoning 09068 633 255. The call
will cost you 60p a minute.
Alarms
We are still unaware of any break-in in the village to a property that had a functioning
burglar alarm. These devices are clearly worth fitting to your home. A recent Homewatch
survey found that about 25% of homes in the parish have alarms, and rather more in rural
areas. The Homewatch want to encourage more people to fit them and are planning a crime
prevention event in the village next Spring.
999 Calls
People in the village are still holding back from dialling 999 when they suspect a crime is
being committed or may be about to be. Our clear advice from Dorset Police is that 999
should be used whenever the urgent attendance of a police officer is required. We have
missed a couple of chances to catch criminals in the act because people were too reluctant
to dial 999. Don’t be reluctant, but if you do get a dusty response from the receptionist you
speak to, please tell us so we can take the matter up with the police.
Have a happy and crime free Christmas.
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From colour guidance to overseeing of renovations
Period, Modern, fun or fanciful
Individual lifestyle design service
Jacquie McLean, Frogmore Farmhouse, Frogmore Lane

Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
AT SIXPENNY HANDLEY SURGERY
Tuesdays 9:30am – 12:00 noon
Christine Pacey
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOUR ENQUIRY IS
WE WILL TRY AND HELP

COST? – Free
FOR YOU?
For everyone, regardless of class, race, sex, sexuality, culture, income or benefits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will not tell anyone unless you say so
We don’t judge or blame
We will not be influenced by outside interests or views
Financial Problems
Preliminary Debt Counselling
Employment Issues
Housing Related Problems
Family Breakdown
Issues relating to being a Carer
Issues related to Community Care

Domiciliary appointments available
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GLIMPSES OF PARISH LIFE IN AND AROUND SIXPENNY HANDLEY
Concluding our extracts from a booklet compiled originally for the use of children to learn a
little of the life of their grandparents, written by Mr. F. Adams of Handley, and published circa
1953.
THE CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW
At the Southernmost corner of our parish and about three miles distant by footpath, will be
found the little Church of St. Andrew.
When King Alfred build Shaftesbury Abbey in 880-893 he endowed it with 24,000 acres of
land, 2,400 of which was in Gussage and Minchington. He appointed his eldest daughter
€lfrida the first Abbess and she ruled over the Abbey for 45 years, dying at the age of 64. It is
almost certain that she built the first church here for the use of the inhabitants of her manor. It
was served by the Church of Iwerne Minster, which was also under the Abbey.
About the middle of the 13th century it was destroyed by fire, and the present church was built.
Some Saxon herring bone work can be seen at the base of the West end wall.
In 1480 the advowson was sold to Edward IV, who was then building St. George’s Chapel,
Windsor. The Abbess still held the patronage until the Dissolution in 1539, when the Dean and
Canons of Windsor became the patrons.
The Return of the Commission in 1650 was:
“That the Vicare of Hanley was a member of Iwerne Minster and presentable with it.
That there belongs to the Chapel, Gussage St. Andrew and Minchington distant two
miles. The cure of souls be supplied by the Curat of Hanley. That the Chapel be fit to
be made a Parish Church in regard to the distance from Hanley, and that there be
sufficient congregation for the said Chapel, viz., the inhabitants of Deane, Gussage and
Minchington.”
The church is 57 feet long and 14 feet wide inside. The floor drops from East to West about 2
feet. The chancel is level and is formed by a 6 inch step. The little bell cote on the West gable
contains one bell dated 1560.
In the chancel window will be seen the Aumbry and the Piscina. The Norman arch of a door in
the South wall opposite the font is still in good preservation, but the doorway has long since
been built up. The font is Norman. The brass ewer came from Brittany, and the font cover was
presented by the Vicar of Pewsey, Wilts. The brass chandelier was presented to the church by
the late Mrs. Pitt Rivers in 1920. The silver communion service was presented by Henry Alie
in 1600, who lived in the Manor House next to the church. It is still in use.
There are three grave slabs, two in the aisle and one in the chancel, this one lying North to
South under the communion table. This is most unusual.
The inscription reads:
“Gulielmus Williams de Woodcotts, Generous, extremum suwm diet clausit, Nov. ye
17, 1725, aged 100.”
One of the other slabs is badly worn and nothing of an inscription can be seen. The other
covers the bodies of John Lush, his wife Mary and his daughter. It says:
“Here lyeth y bodie of John Lush, of Donhead St. Mary, who departed this life at
Cashmoor, Feby. 16th, 1722. Born ye 8 Maie, 1668,” with the curious epitaph added:
“Them that are with Christ need not repent.”
On the South wall is a tablet to two infant babies, son and daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth
(Continued on page 18)
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Biles, Yeoman. The son, Benjamin, died on Dec. 21st, 1812, and the daughter, Eliza, on June
16th, 1818.
In the Register of Baptisms, beginning in 1813, there is one entry reminding us of coaching
days:
“In 1824, Dec 28th, Caroline Harding, D of Wm. and Letcha Harding, Keeper of the
Turnpike Gate.”
There were no marriages here and so far as we know there is no burial ground.
A payment was made out of this church to a stall in Salisbury Cathedral.
In 1895 the church was thoroughly restored. The high box pews were taken out and the present
open pine seats replaced them, giving accommodation to 52 adults. The gallery at the West end
was removed. The present pulpit was built up from the best of the Jacobean panels, but the
sounding board which was over the old pulpit was accidentally destroyed.
In 1951 the walls were cleaned and distempered and it was during this operation that scraps of
a wall painting were discovered. These have been examined by an expert, who suggests they
are of the late 12th or early 13th century. Apparently the subject is a ‘Passion Cycle.’ It is the
wish of the congregation of this little church to have the painting restored.
This short history cannot be closed without a tribute to the late Rev. A. R. Turing Bruce,
Assistant Priest, who for 36 years faithfully served this church. He was responsible for the
carved oak altar back, which he erected in memory of his parents; also the little window West
of the door, the medieval tiles round the base of the font, the fish on the bell cote, and the
medallions in the East windows. He passed away on February 18th, 1952, aged 78 years.
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OXFORD
Carpentry and Building
of Blandford
New Houses
Extensions
Refurbishments

Call Peter Oxford

Think about it!!
In a village with very few pavements; an increase in traffic; and growing population,
speeding is my main cause of concern. Living in the High Street I constantly witness traffic
at a high speed, oblivious to parents and children alike, clearly travelling above the legal
speed limit. Those who are within the limit are still not safe enough.
So why am I addressing local Downsman readers? It’s because, we locals are just as much
to blame as the van drivers and executive commuters that race through our streets
throughout the day and equally as dangerous through the early hours of the morning.
As an ex-squaddie and now a white van man in my twenties I would be a prime stereotype
of a boy-racer, so who am I to preach safe driving? Well, putting it bluntly, if I can reduce
my speed to as low as 20 mph, then I’m sure anyone else can! And, maybe those
professional qualities have experienced me somewhat in this issue.
It seems ironic that the authorities must go on figures to even consider a traffic control
safety programme, but do we really want to give them figures? Why don’t we just cut out
speed - for the safety of our children, ourselves, and indeed, our animals - wouldn’t it be
better all round?
Please … think about it; do something about it.
A concerned resident
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towards the end of December.

THE YOUTH CLUB
NOTICE BOARD

Thanks to the industrious efforts of Bronia
we have secured a marvellous trip to the
pantomime in Salisbury - The cost to
members is only £3 and this includes
transport from the Village Hall by coach
and return. This is scheduled for Friday
14th January. See Bronia for your
application form.

We have enjoyed lots of new and fun
activities over the past two months amongst those were glass painting,
dancing and poster writing.
We held our Jumble Sale during October we made a humble profit, which helps to
keep the money in the coffers - but we are
always looking for ways of making more
cash.

Before the start of 2000 we hope to have
completed a project of personal time
capsules for each child to store. Details of
what the children put into the capsules
will be revealed in the next issue of the
Downsman.

On 4th November we held a firework night
and thanks to Hazel for allowing us to use
her garden enjoyed a splendid firework
display. After the fireworks we all went
back to the Village Hall for Hot Dogs and
Hot Chocolate.

All the Youth Leaders extend a Very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
everyone and if you would like to become
involved in helping we would be delighted
to see you on a Thursday evening.

We have started to make plans for our
Christmas Party, which will be staged

Handley Hair Shop
50 High Street
Sixpenny Handley
Bridget welcomes existing and new clientele
Open – Tuesday to Saturday
Late Night – Wednesday till 7pm
Best Competitive Prices
Always happy to see you
Appointments not always necessary
Unisex

Tel: 01725 552733
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Christmas at
HANDLEY HARDWARE
Available from 1st December
Fresh cut Christmas Trees
and Holly Wreaths
Now in: - Xmas Tool Promo ons
COAL AND GAS
FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
Limited supply of Rockets for the Millennium available from 18th

December

Christmas at
THE NEWSAGENTS
Xmas cards, paper, tags etc
Wide range of Christmas Fayre
e.g. Chocolates and Puddings
Groceries frozen, chilled and
FRESH BAKED foods
Wines - spirits - beers - tobaccos
Many new Videos
We will be baking fresh bread
(Loaves, s cks, rolls, mince pies)

during opening hours throughout the Christmas holiday
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY AND BROADCHALKE SURGERIES
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OPENING

Date

Friday 24 December

Saturday 25 December

Sixpenny Handley Surgery

Broadchalke Surgery

8:00am - 3:00pm

9:00am - 3:00pm

Closed

Closed
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NEW YEARS EVE
MILLENNIUM PARTY
AT

SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL
WITH
“LIGHTNING MIKE DISCO”
FAMILY FUN
GAMES MUSIC DANCING
PRIZES
SUPPER SUPPLIED
BRING OWN DRINKS & GLASSES
DRESS:- FANCY-SMART-CASUAL
ADULTS-£10
CHILDREN-£2.50
TICKET NUMBERS ARE LIMITED
TICKETS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:-

LIZ AT “THE POST OFFICE”
BRON AT "THE NEWSAGENTS”
STARTS 7.30PM TILL ?????
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The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.
In the form of :• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate
contribution from the user of 30p per mile, to cover petrol
costs.
• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house
bound.
• Emergency garden care - child sitting - dog walking.
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley
Village Hall.
• And weekly Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the
Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley.
Thursday mornings 10: 30am- 12 midday.

“We do enjoy our Outings. Thank you”

“Wouldn’t miss it for the world. Such a lovely group of people”

“One cannot improve on Perfection.
A day to look forward to.
The President is the life and soul of the Party”

So come along and make new friends, or play cards.
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
Please contact CCF co-ordinator,
Margaret Pendrigh on 01725 552510.
New volunteers always most welcome.

“You meet so many friends. The Kitchen Folk deserve a
Medal for all the Hard work for us”
25
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Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club duly held their
AGM at the pavilion on 18 October, followed by a second meeting on
8 November. All business was finalised at this second meeting, whilst
at the October event, which was well attended, the winners of the
various summer competitions were announced and trophies duly
presented. Rosemary Dike and Elizabeth Legg are the club's new Lady
Doubles champions and new holders of the Gordon Clarke Trophy, while the Victor Fryer
Trophy for the men’s' doubles was secured by Martin Alford and Paul Noble. The Dr.
Geddes Cup, awarded to the "most improved junior" went to William Cadge, whose mother,
Anne, is thanked for her work in carrying out the necessary administrative duties.
Throughout the past two months, activity at the courts has been good and during the recent
schools' half term several families took advantage of the not too inclement weather. The
competition on 23 October, contested by eight players, was won by Stewart Tough with a
score of 20, while Michael Richardson was runner up on 17. Despite the heavy rain in the
morning, conditions gradually improved and the majority of matches were played in bright
sunshine. Towards the end of the contest, however, the last four on court two (Bill Chorley/
Edward Richardson against Stewart Tough/Michael Richardson) played through a sudden
downpour in order that Stewart could meet the rest of his sporting commitments for the day!
Wisely, on court one, Jill Richardson/Andrew Chorley and Chris Richardson/James Reed
retired to the pavilion before the weather brightened, thus allowing them to complete their
match in relatively calm conditions. All in all, it was a most enjoyable event further
enhanced by the provision of mince pies kindlyprovided by the club' s secretary, Gael
Radclyffe.
Two very successful charity tournaments, organised by Anne Reed and Hilary Brown
respectively, have been held and both events enjoyed remarkably good weather and were
very well supported.
The adult coaching on Wednesday mornings, admirably overseen by Ronnie Peck, continues
to thrive with upwards of eight attending most sessions. There will be a break during
December and extending to the middle of January, during which time the Wednesday
morning slot will be given over to a Club Morning.
Finally, the business of the November meeting was concluded with the election of the new
committee, retiring members being John Clarke (Chairman), Gael Radclyffe (Secretary), Bill
Chorley (Membership Secretary and Hon. Treasurer), Anne Reed and Jill Carlisle, while
joining Michael Catchpole (Vice-Chairman), James Reed (Bookings Secretary) and Ronnie
Peck (Coach) are John Carlisle, Rosemary Dike, Helen Goodwin, Elizabeth Legg and Paul
Noble. The retiring members were generously thanked for their work since the inception of
the Club in September 1996 and the new members to the committee were given an equally
warm welcome and are wished all good fortune for the forthcoming year.
Bill Chorley

Club Morning/Adult Coaching
Wednesday's 10:00 -11:30 am
8th December, 15th December, 22nd December, 29th December
5th January, 12th January, 19th January, 26th January & 2nd February
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Ernest and Sidney Hasluck
Further to the most interesting piece concerning the unveiling of the War Memorial, as
reported in the last issue of The Downsman, and in pursuance of my article published in the
October 1998 issue, I am now able to provide a little more detail in respect of the late 2Lt.
Sidney Vandyke Hasluck and his father, the Reverend Ernest Edward Hasluck.
Referring to Crockford's Clerical Directory for 1930 (held in the reference section of
Salisbury Library), it is recorded that his father, who had graduated from Trinity College
Cambridge in 1880 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, arrived in the village of Sixpenny
Handley, with his wife and son (Sidney was then aged five), in 1893. His appointment was
coupled with that of Gussage St. Andrew but, surely, what must have impressed Ernest
Hasluck and his family most was the tranquillity of rural North Dorset compared to the
hustle and bustle of their previous abodes in the city of Birmingham. Here the Reverend
Hasluck had served three parishes since 1881 and it is also noted that during the tenure of
his last appointment, he bore the additional responsibilities of Chaplain to Birmingham City
Asylum.
Between 1893 and 1906, Sidney Hasluck received his formal education, culminating at
Marlborough College where, it is reported, he was a keen member of the college Cadet
Corps. This interest in the military was further enhanced by three years spent with the
Dorset Yeomanry. In 1909, Sidney, now 21, left Sixpenny Handley and sailed for Ceylon
(Sri Lanka) where he took up a post with one of the island's many tea and rubber
plantations. Soon after his arrival, he joined the Ceylon Mounted Rifles, though maintaining
his position as a planter. For the next five years he combined his civilian work with his
military duties but on the outbreak of war in August 1914, he immediately volunteered for
active service, as a private soldier, with a force known as the Ceylon Contingent (though I
suspect the Ceylon Mounted Rifles were part of this Contingent).
By the end of the year the Ceylon Contingent had been sent to Egypt and it was here in the
January of 1915 that Sidney, now aged 26, was granted a commission in the Indian Army
Reserve of Officers.
As a 2nd Lieutenant he was attached first to the 89th Punjabis and secondly, after
accompanying the "89th” to the Dardenelles, to the 14th Sikhs and it was with the latter that
he fell in the savage fighting at Gallipoli on the 4th of June 1915.
From his obituary, recorded in Volume 1 of The Roll of Honour, compiled by The Marquis
De Ruvigny and published by The Standard Art Book Company of London, it is evident
that in addition to the official notification, by the War Office, to his father of his son's death
in action, Ernest Hasluck received at least two further letters, which likely brought him and
his wife, Agnes, some comfort. The first was written by the Officer Commanding 89th
Punjabis, the unit to which Sidney had been attached following his commission: "During
the time your son was with us, both in Egypt and the Dardenelles, he worked hard, both at
Hindustani and at his military duties. During the fighting at Kantara, he showed himself
cool under fire. Again, in the Dardenelles, when Captain Scruby was wounded, he and
Lieutenant Masters carried on under a heavy fire, while the Double Company dug itself in,
and he gave a good example to everyone near him. I may mention that I sent both his name
and Lieutenant Masters' to the General Officer ommanding Brigade for a "Mention in
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Despatches", though it is probable that owing to the large number of recommendations their
names have gone no further."
Despite the misgivings of his Officer Commanding (whose name is not recorded in the
obituary) and the bureaucracy that is endemic in all military formations, the
recommendation for a "Mention in Despatches" was duly promulgated and this honour has
been annotated against his entry in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission register for
The Helles memorial at Gallipoli. The "fighting at Kantara", mentioned in the same letter,
refers to the attack in February 1915 on the Suez Canal by Turkish forces, their assault
being successfully repulsed by Imperial troops which included the 89th Punjabis.
With this key link between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea (and, ultimately, the Indian
Ocean) secure, the “89th” embarked for the Dardenelles and what was to culminate in the
disastrous campaign against the Turks in the Dardenelles.
The second letter was penned by Captain Scruby and an extract reads: "We were together in
a trench for 3 days and at the time I got hit we had gone up to take a new position in front of
the old line. He was left in charge all day; we had fairly heavy casualties and I feel sure that
if it had not been for his influence our company would not have held the new line. Your son
made the men dig a hole for me and looked after me until we were relieved that night."
Understandably, since 1915, many books have been written about the Gallipoli campaign, a
handful appearing whilst the First World War was still in progress and I can thoroughly
recommend one of the most recent to be published, namely “Gallipoli” by Michael
Hickney. His careful analysis of the campaign and its aftermath is a model of objective
historical writing.
From a force of nearly half a million men, around half became casualties of which over
36,000 were killed, the Australians in particular suffering in the region of 7,600 fatalities, or
nearly a fifth of all Australian servicemen involved. When mention is made of ANZAC
Day, it is Gallipoli that is foremost in the minds of the people of Australia and New
Zealand.
Over the years, few of those responsible for the planning and execution of the campaign
have escaped censure; Churchill, then at the Admiralty; Kitchener the War Minister, both
come in for criticism but it was the commander-in-chief on the spot who, ultimately,
shouldered most of the blame and for General Sir Ian Hamilton, Gallipoli marked the end of
his active service career.
And what of the Reverend Ernest Hasluck; not only did he and his wife grieve the loss of
their youngest son but also the death of their second child, Ernest Gordon, who was born
soon after their arrival in the village but who died in infancy and well before Sidney left for
Ceylon, never to return. In 1925, Ernest retired from the church and settled at Warren
House, Caversham near Reading. As recounted earlier, he is listed in the 1930 edition of
Crockford's and his name also appears in the 1937 issue after which there is a gap in the
Salisbury collection of directories until 1957, in which his name does not appear.
Bill Chorley
29

The Downsman

December 1999

C & B STYLES

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Chris, Bronia and everyone at
The Newsagents
NEWSAGENTS
Wed 22nd Dec

HARDWARE STORE

FISH & CHIP NIGHT

Xmas Eve

6:30am - 5:00pm

9:00am - 5:00pm

Xmas Day

CLOSED

CLOSED

9:00am - 12:00noon

CLOSED

Xmas Sunday
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THE DOUGLAS WYNNE STUART CHARITY
A little bit of village history has come to an end, without a lot of people knowing it was there
in the first place. A hundred and fifty years ago, Mr Douglas Wynne Stuart of Cranborne, left
£100 in his will, invested at 2%, with the instructions that the resulting £2.00 per year be given
to the old people of the village. To the oldest man and woman in Sixpenny Handley, ten
shillings each. Not more than five shillings cash; the rest to be in blankets, clothes and coals.
To four deserving poor of the hamlets of Deanland, Woodcutts and Dean, five shillings each;
again, no more than half in cash. (Bear in mind that a farm worker then received less than ten
shillings a week).
The Vicar was the sole trustee of the Charity, but in practice, he consulted with
churchwardens and Parish Council, and careful records were kept. The last Vicar to use
Charity was Rev. Maxwell Staniforth, who died more than thirty years ago, leaving
account still in his name, and every now and then a letter from the bank would remind
present Vicar to “Do Something”.

the
the
the
the

In the event, it was down to the Vicar's wife to chivvy people at the bank, and the result was
that the balance of £83.28 was handed over, and the cheque was made out to the Chase
Community Friends, whom we thought were most likely to use it in a way that would have
pleased Mr Wynne Stuart. We have had a grateful letter from them thanking us, and assuring

THE WEDNESDAY
CLUB

As I sit down to describe the Wednesday
Club Programme for the New Year, we
have just returned from a splendid
Wednesday afternoon at the Village Hall
when we heard Michael Evans describe
some of his experiences in the Metropolitan
Police. It was a fascinating insight into a
world we usually only read about in the papers. Do you remember the siege at the Iranian
Embassy? Well, he was there in charge of the Special Patrol Group, and on a lighter note he
described his adventures with lost cars and exploding fruitcakes!
There will be lots more entertaining afternoons to come in 2000 and the programme starts
like this:
January 12th
January 26th
February 9th
February 23rd
March 8th
March 22nd

Knoll Gardens and its Plants
Walking Sticks
The Land of the Bible
The Tee-Gees
Musical Entertainment by Queen Elizabeth School
A Tale of Smuggling on the Isle of Wight.

We always meet at 2 30 pm at the Village Hall. Admission which includes tea £1.
Just come along. For more details ring 01725 552279 or 552608.
Pam Wood.
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DECEMBER 1999 / January 2000
ST MARY'S

ST ANDREW'S

ST RUMBOLD'S

December 4th Second Sunday in Advent
9:30 Family Service
11:15 Morning Prayer
6:00 Holy Communion
& Holy Communion
December 12th Third Sunday in Advent
10:30 Morning Prayer
9:30 Holy Communion
December 19th Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:30 Holy Communion
11:15 Lessons and
6:00 Evensong
Carols
December 24th Christmas Eve
5:00 Christingle
11:30 Holy Communion
December 25th Christmas Day
9:30 Holy Communion
8:30 Holy Communion

11:15 Holy Communion

December 26th Sunday after Christmas
10:30 Lessons and
Carols
December 31st New Year's Eve
6:00pm A service of
Thanksgiving for Times Past
January 1st New Year's Day
12:00 noon A Service of
Dedication for the Future

5:00pm A service for
the New Year

January 2nd Second Sunday after Christmas
9:30 Family Worship
11:15 Morning Prayer
6:00 Holy Communion
& Holy Communion
January 9th Sunday after the Epiphany
10:30 Morning Prayer
9:30 Holy Communion
January 16th Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 Holy Communion
11:15 Morning Prayer
6:00 Evensong
January 23rd Third Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 Holy Communion
8:30 Holy Communion
January 30th Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 Holy Communion
6:00 Sunday Night Live!
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YOU HELPED US-HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?
As your local church, we are concerned about the spiritual, as well as the material well-being
of everybody in the parish whether or not they come to church. As well as the Vicar, we have
Lay Pastoral Assistants, who have been trained to be counsellors, and who are available to visit
and assist, whatever your problem may be. You can find their names and telephone numbers in
the Seeker.
Here are a few examples of the sort of ministry we can offer:
• If you've recently lost someone you love, a visit and the chance to talk can often ease the
pain and help. And not only bereavement-how do you feel when a friend moves away, or
your children leave home? Would you like to talk about it?
• You may have been made redundant. This is a painful experience, and one of our pastoral
team could help you to write letters to prospective employers. People have found jobs this
way.
• Can we help if you're struggling on your own to bring up children? Ask someone to call so
you can tell us, even if it's only finding a reliable baby-sitter sometimes.
• If you have personal, family or financial problems, we can offer advice because we have all
experienced these problems ourselves. We would always respect your privacy, nothing
would ever be repeated, and that's a promise.
There are many ways we can help, but the most important thing we can do is pray for you. The
Christian life offers us all the certainty that God loves us. We would welcome any opportunity
to show this love in our own community.
Look at all the special services for Christmas and the New
Year! There should be the opportunity for everyone to come
and worship at this special time. There is a Carol Service at
Pentridge on December 19th to get you in the mood, then on
Christmas Eve at St Mary's, there is a real favourite,
Christingle- the one you can eat! There is 'Midnight' Holy
Communion at 11.30 on Christmas Eve, and then on Christmas
Day there are morning services at all three churches. There is a service of Lessons and Carols
on December 26th, and there will be refreshments afterwards. For the New Year, there are two
special services (or the two halves of one, if you prefer!) at 6.00pm, before the parties, and
12.00 noon, after the prairie oysters. Do try and fit these in, and put this special New Year into
its proper context.

Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club
STOP PRESS
The Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club have just been awarded a grant, under the
Lottery “Awards For All” scheme, towards the provision of a set of new cricket
nets, a cricket mat, a free-standing wicket and a starter pack for juniors.
This will enable the Club to provide better facilities and hopefully attract new members.
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WHIST AT THE VILLAGE HALL

BRIDGE AT THE ROEBUCK

7:00 FOR 7:30pm

COMMENCES: 8:00pm

With one round remaining (played after this issue of the Downsman
went to print) in the pre-Christmas Sixpenny Handley Whist Drive
competition, Ken Bennett of Charlton Marshall retains first position
with a combined score of 821 points, despite posting a 150 at the 3
November meeting.
Eleven points adrift in second place is Christine Haskell, but with consistent scores in the
five rounds of 160, 164, 167, 158 and 161, she is well placed to, perhaps, pip Ken at the
post. Harvey Gocher, however, is merely one point behind Christine and with Sylvia
Thorne and Elsie Rose holding scores of 806 and 801 respectively, the outcome is far from
settled.
No less than 25 players have contested five rounds, seven have competed in four and if
these seven players attend the last round, Ron Hancock, presently returning 662, could
cause an upset amongst the five round leaders, bearing in mind that a "worst score" has still
to be deleted from their overall points total.
An encouraging 67 players have taken part in the five drives, and it was nice to welcome
back Mary Penny (3 November), especially as she returned 171 to enter the evening's prize
list!
Although the Bridge sessions at the Roebuck do not attract as many tables, nonetheless
some keen encounters take place and at the final October meeting, Kim Ford brought off a
remarkably seven diamonds, doubled for penalties, contract. Partnering Helen Goodwin
(north) with Doug Haskell and Bill Chorley sitting east and west respectively, Kim found a
perfect fit in seven diamonds, following Helen's opening bid of 1 club, though extremely
careful play was necessary in order to make sure of landing all seven tricks. Competing at
table two were George and Sylvia Maskell opposite Anne Reed and Robin Ratclyffe, while
cutting in and out of the play on table one were Sally David and our Cranborne stalwarts,
Irene and Eric.
Finally, returning to whist, the Christmas drive will take place at the village hall on
Saturday 11 December and if "you" would like to donate a prize, then please contact either
Bill Chorley (552776) or Christine Haskell (552498). And of course, "your" presence
would be extremely welcome! For those wishing to make a note of the whist dates for the
second half of the current season, they are:
January
February
March
April
May

12th and 26th
9th and 23rd
8th and 22nd
5th and 19th
3rd

Bridge sessions at the Roebuck will be on alternate Wednesdays.
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LEADING AGENTS FOR CITY, VILLAGE AND COUNTRY PROPERTY
WITH MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE AND UNRIVALLED LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

HELP US TO NAME THE SITE
BEHIND THE SURGERY IN DEAN LANE
BY CUTTING OUT THE SLIP BELOW
AND RETURNING IT TO US.
THERE WILL BE A MAGNUM OF CHAMPAGNE

McKILLOP & GREGORY
SUGGESTED NAME: …………………………………………………………….
YOUR NAME: ……………………………………………………………………..
ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….. POSTCODE: ………………………….
TEL.NO: ……………………………….

FOR THE PERSON WHOSE SUGGESTION IS SUCCESSFUL
(ALTERNATIVELY THERE IS A SUGGESTION BOX AT THE SURGERY)

44 Castle Street, Salisbury, Wilts. SP1 3TS Telephone: 01722 414747 Fax: 01722 414542
Website: http://www.mckillopandgregory.co.uk e-mail: homes@mckillopandgregory.co.uk
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HELP
YOUTH CLUB
We now have over 60 children regularly attending the weekly sessions of the Sixpenny
Handley Youth Club, which is fantastic! - but to keep up the high standard of activities
which we like to provide each week, we really need some help.
If you would like to offer YOUR services on an occasional or regular basis we would
love to hear from you.
We will be putting a parents’ rota poster in the Hall lobby on Youth Club Evenings.
So please parents add your names - just once or twice a term will really help. It may
seem a little noisy but once you get used to it, ITS REALLY GREAT FUN -

PROMISE

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
The mild weather is allowing our brave outdoor players to continue playing, along with our
winter members. Our last outdoor final competition was played last weekend, so we can now
start planning our indoor competitions. The first will be just before Christmas when we have a
Knockout Competition for a Christmas Hamper.
By the time you read this we will have held our Christmas Quiz and it looks as though it is
going to be a really good evening with a full house.
The Short Mat League has started and we have played our first five matches. We have won all
of these and come away with maximum points. We are second our division as Pimperne are
beating us on a higher shot difference number. We are playing them away on 24th November,
so will have a local derby with all to play for. There are a total of 14 matches in all, so watch
this space. As this is our first year, I think this is a really good effort.

Millennium Beacon
The Parish will be lighting a Beacon on New Years Eve to help complete the chain of
Beacons across the country. The chain culminates in the lighting of the four national
beacons at 21.45, when Her Majesty The Queen will light the National Beacon on the
Thames. From here a wall of fire will connect to the Greenwich Beacon and thereby signal
the lighting of the Meridian Line Beacons at midnight.
Our beacon, adjacent to the roundabout, will be lit at 8:00pm. There will also be beacons lit
at Cranborne, Martin, Damerham and Fontmell Magna.

Who is to light it?????
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In memory of Mrs Muriel Olive
Frampton.

1st WOODCUTTS SCOUT GROUP
I should like to thank everyone who donated,
helped or attended our Autumn Sale recently
at the Village Hall. Perhaps because of the
very wet weather that afternoon or because
we did not publicise it enough the event was
not a success. Of particular disappointment
was the lack of Cub and Scout parental
support for the event. Out of 19 Cub and
Scout families only 5 helped or attended. The
Scout Group can only survive with support
from the parents. The committee members
whose children are now adults cannot be
expected to continue their tremendous efforts
without involvement from the current Cub
and Scout parents. I shall be writing
personally to all the parents to ask for their
commitment in supporting their children in
Scouting. If any parents have suggestions or
comments regarding further activities I shall
be pleased to hear from them.

Donations to the Alzheimer’s Disease
Society amounted to £279.
Christine Lane is very grateful for the
generous donations given in her mother’s
memory and wishes to thank everyone who

Sixpenny Handley Stores
&
Post Office
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery
Groceries – Whole Foods
Frozen Foods
Wide Selection of Cards
COAL
Bird Nuts, Rabbit Food etc.
Tel:- Liz on 01725 552827
*************
Electricity Key Meters Charged
Electricity Savings Stamps now
available
Car Road Tax Renewals
Television Licence Payments
Travellers Cheques & Foreign
Currency
All Normal Post Office Services

SKITTLES/SUPPER EVENING
Committee members and a few Cub and
Scout parents enjoyed another skittles and
supper evening at Martin Club on October
15th. We now have this event twice a year but
it is the same faces attending each time, so
come on all you new Cub and Scout parents,
join in the fun.
Barry Howes G. S. L.
AEROBIC OXYGEN / CLIVE CABLE
AN APOLOGY

Rural Post Offices are under threat
Use it or risk losing it!

I wish to take this opportunity to apologise
sincerely and wholeheartedly if anything I
may have said or implied has cast aspersions
on the product marketed by Mr Cable, or on
his personal integrity and honesty.
I withdraw unreservedly any statement I may
have made, which in any way has caused him
professional harm, or personal hurt. No harm
or hurt was intended.

The Millennium Trail At Moors Valley
Sun 26th - Fri 31st Dec. 10:30am - 2:30pm
A family trail at Moors Valley Country Park.
Please book in advance by phoning the
Warden’s Office on 01425 470721.
Meet: Moors Valley Country Park,
near Ringwood.

Ron Wood, Vicar
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December FixturesHandley Sports Club

‘100’ Club 1999
Draw No 1
£40
£10
£10
£5
Draw No 2
£40
£10
£10
£5

179
58
105
20

Mr K Walters, Cobley Close, East Woodyates
Z R Neave, Cashmoor, Sixpenny Handley
T Blake, Handley Green, Sixpenny Handley
N Dunford, Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley

70
189
233
102

Mr Raban-Williams, Kete Cottage, Deanland
John Linnane, Waterditchampton, Wilton
Mrs C Berry, Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley
J D Taylor, Paddock Close, Sixpenny Handley

Because we did not get such a good response this year we have had to reduce the prize
slightly. Memberships still available - remainder of the year £10.
Your support is very much appreciated.
December Fixtures
Saturday XI

Sunday XI

Sat 04th Dec Bere Regis
Home
11th Dec Hazelbury Bryan
Away
18th Dec Lytchett Red Triangle Away

Sun 05th Dec Sunday Junior Cup Rnd. 3
West Quay Marina Home
12th Dec Devomet
Home
19th Dec Merv Hannam Sports Away

Sixpenny Handley First School

Bingo
Tuesday 7th December
7:30 pm
(Doors open at 7:00pm)
To be held in the Village Hall
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FAMILY CONTINUES TO SUPPORT LOCAL FOOTBALL
Yogesh and Chhaya PATEL together with Yogesh’s sister-in-law Vira PATEL are the
proprietors of the Yew Tree Garage, Handley. The PATEL family has owned the garage for
the last 18 years, 10 of which they have sponsored Handley Sports Club.
On Sunday 3rd October 1999 Yogesh handed to Mr John Curtis, Club President, the new kit
for the Millennium.

BACK ROW: Simon MOULE, Neil LEONARD, Paul BLACHFORD,
Stuart HIBBERD (Capt.), Steve GREEN, Stuart NEAVE, Roger BENNETT,
Nick BAINBRIDGE
FRONT ROW: Scott TAYLOR, Neil BLACHFORD, Darren CARD, Stuart HASKELL,
Gary NEAVE, Andrew BURRETT, Tony DALE (Club Chairman),
Yogesh PATEL (Sponsor), John CURTIS (Club President)

Yogesh Patel
Stuart Haskell (Team Manager)
John Curtis (Club President)
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Sixpenny Handley Flower Arranging Club
Dec. 6th

Rachel Phillips “Inspirations for Christmas”,

Sixpenny Handley Dance Group‘s

Millennium Celebration Dance
Ebbesbourne Wake Village Hall

New Year‘s Eve 1999
8.00pm un l 1.00am

Tickets £5.50 including a glass of bubbly
Please fetch your own refreshments.

Some ckets s ll available
PATEL OILS
YEW TREE GARAGE
PETROL
GROCERIES

DIESEL

CONFECTIONERY

ICE CREAM

REPAIRS - PARTS
Blandford Road, Woodyates, Salisbury
Tel: Handley (01725) 552550
41

The Downsman

December 1999

NOTES FROM RSPB GARSTON WOOD
Cold spells in November can have a serious effect on morale in our house. Although we know
they will not last long and are almost always superseded by a mild spell, it is the possibility,
however remote, that the cold will stay with us until March. Meanwhile the television seems to
be filled with holiday and gardening programmes, mostly showing hot, exotic locations or the
glories of spring and summer flowers. Nowhere do you see the reality of the autumn
devastation that needs clearing up, nor the wet and windswept face of our national resorts at
this (or any?) time of year! I do not want to worry anyone but Colin Elford, the Forest
Enterprise Conservation Warden, saw his first Redwing on 5th October and flocks of migrant
thrushes from Russia were in the area from early November: Brambling have also already
appeared locally this month. Are we in for a hard winter? It is clearly too early to jump to
conclusions but we have been lucky with quite mild winters for some time and could be in for
a change in the new millennium. Whilst the prospect of winter is demoralising, the reality of
autumn in the woods is quite the opposite. The leaf colours and space created by their fall
gives a whole new perspective to the rides, it is a joy to wander through on a sunny afternoon. I
recommend it!
Dormouse monitoring has now just finished for the year and records are being sent off to the
National Recording Centre. This year 180 boxes were in place in Garston Woods and these
were checked from April to November. The main Dormouse survey for October had to be
carried out over two days due to a torrential downpour on the Sunday that completely soaked
the handlers and their records! It may have been that wet spell and the subsequent frost that
caused the death of an adult dormouse found in a box during the November survey. This is the
first time we have found a dead adult and unfortunately it was too far eaten by maggots to send
off for a post-mortem. By the November survey, all the animals had retired to hibernation
quarters in the ground except one.
Breeding numbers were down on last year with no young ones found until August and a
reduced number of broods after that. After three years monitoring we have yet to find a nest of
young in the lower half of the wood and in some areas, dormice were completely absent this
year. However there were an increased number of nests built so we believe periods of cold and
wet weather were to blame for this reduction.
Does anyone have detailed weather records for this area covering the last three
years? I am trying to find an explanation for the very varied breeding success of the
Dormice in Garston Woods and need to look at periods of cold and wet weather
particularly. I should be grateful if you would contact me on 552026 if you have any
Monitoring now takes place in over seventy sites in those areas of the country where dormice
are usually found, with nearly 2400 individuals being recorded. Clearly this is not a very large
number for the whole country which is why there is a protection and monitoring scheme but at
least we now know the basic distribution of the species. In March next year, all the groups
involved in the conservation programme are meeting in Cheddar to review progress and share
the knowledge acquired in the last four years. We hope that will make a significant
contribution to maintaining one of the most delightful animals native to this country.
David Tucker
Voluntary Warden
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PARISH DIARY
DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

Oct- Flower Show

0

Oct-28 Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Animals Service

1

Oct-30 Football Club Home Match

3

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Oct-31 All Saints' Sunday

1

Oct- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct-31 Poetry Competition Closes

3

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- RSPB Working Party

2

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- Wednesday Club

2

Nov- Wednesday Club

2

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Planning Committee Meeting

3

Nov- Planning Committee Meeting

3

Oct- Youth Club Jumble Sale

3

Nov- W. I. Meeting

0

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Oct- RSPB Working Party

2

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- W. I. Meeting

0

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Nov- For The Kidz AGM

2

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Finance & General Purposes

3

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- St. Mary's Winter Bazaar

2

Oct- Finance & General Purposes

3

Nov- Remembrance Sunday

1

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Flower Arranging Club

2

Oct- Tennis Club AGM

1

Nov- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- Flower Arranging Club

2

Nov- Wednesday Club

2

Oct- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Nov- Downsman Copy Deadline

0

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Wednesday Club

2

Nov- Parish Council Meeting

3

Oct- Chase Community Friends

1

Nov- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Oct- CCF Horse Racing

1

Nov- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Oct- Tennis Club Doubles Comp.

1

Nov- Chase Community Friends

1

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Bowls Club Quiz Evening

3

Oct- Football Club Home Match

3

Nov- Advent Carol Service

1

Oct- Bridge at The Roebuck

0

Dec- Whist at the Village Hall

0

Oct- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1

Dec- Tennis Club; Adult Coaching

1
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SIXPENNY

SIXPENNY HANDLEY FIRST SCHOOL
Age 4 - 9 years
Give your child a first class education in the friendly, caring environment of your village
school.
Register your child as soon as possible to ensure a place.
Contact - Mrs A. Latchem (Headteacher) Tel:- 01725 552356

THE CHASE NURSERY LINK GROUP
An introduction to mainstream school. Time to get to know the teachers,
the routines and expectations of school life.
Monday and Friday morning 8:45am - 11:15am
Contact - Julia Stokes Tel:- 01725 552314

THE CHASE NURSERY
Structured learning through play within a caring environment for children aged 2½ - 4.
Tuesday, Wednesday 9:30am - 12:00 noon + optional lunchtime 12noon - 1pm
Thursday 9:30am - 12:00 noon “Chasers”
A parent and child structured session for children aged 2 years +
Contact - Julia Stokes Tel:- 01725 552314

HAPPY NAPPY CLUB
Come and enjoy a friendly, fun-packed morning at the Village Hall.
Babies, toddlers and children under school age are welcome
- with their mothers and carers.
We always provide refreshments and sometimes special events.
Mondays 10.00am - 11.30am Term time
Contact - Penny Morrison Tel:- 01725 552024

NEW BABY CLINIC - POST NATAL SUPPORT GROUP
A chance to share concerns and meet new friends with similar needs.
Contact - Mary Marsh Tel:- 01725 552792

Get Your Child Headed in
the Right Direction!
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