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Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman.
All your contributions to.......
Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5QJ
Telephone – 01725 552788
E-mail: downsman@sixpennyhandley.org
The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the
1st April 2004

Copy Deadline is 19th March 2004

Your District Councillor Pauline Bailey-Wright will be holding her surgeries from
6.30 p.m. until 7.30 p.m. at the Parish Office, before the Full Parish Council Meeting.
Please come along and meet her.
Watch notice boards for dates of next meetings.

Fast Internet Access for Sixpenny Handley
We Get There!!
Excellent news to report at last!! We have exceeded BT's
target for enabling ADSL. We have currently officially
recorded 153 registrations out of the required 150 - so we are overbudget. In fact, we have registered far more than that, but BT have
decided not to include a number of them for whatever reason. Never mind.
I do want to thank everyone for their support, and particularly those who persuaded others
to express an interest. I would like especially to thank David Fisher for his hard work
during the last month in distributing those ghastly bright pink leaflets that have come
through your door, urging you to add your name to the list. He has not only covered most
of the village itself, but has been out posting leaflets in most of the outlying villages
too! Without his efforts, we would have been still struggling to get those last 50 names.
I will keep you informed. We should soon get an official notification, and I believe that
everyone who has registered will be advised by BT of the programme for enabling ADSL
in the villages.
Nick Sherman

Auction & Christmas Draw
The Village Hall Committee would like to thank everyone who supported the Auction and
Christmas Draw held on 6th December, which raised over £1000.00. A full list of winning
tickets for the draw can be obtained from Tony Henderson, tel No 552279. Only one prize
remains unclaimed, ticket No 145, belonging to a Richard Rice. The telephone number on the
stub is unobtainable. If you have this ticket or know where Richard Rice can be contacted,
please let Tony Henderson know.
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Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Reported crime in the Handley area has been light over the winter, with
a particularly welcome reduction in petty vandalism, graffiti, etc.
One attempted housebreak was foiled by good security and another
attempted break-in has been detected and awaits prosecution. The crime
statistics for our parish are again much better than adjacent villages but we must keep
reporting everything, both to the Police and to the Homewatch co-ordinators, so that we get
our due allocation of scarce policing resources.
In this regard, our 'tip of the month', which comes from a gamekeeper, is that when reporting
something suspicious to the police, always ask for an incident number. That way the report
has to be logged and it then features in the statistics. It also makes any follow-up reporting
quicker.
PC Graham Collins, the new Detached Beat Officer covering our area, is making a good start
and has been keeping us well-informed. He has 17 years experience in Dorset Police and has
lived in Blandford since 1994, so he knows the area well. He says, "The post is something that
I have always wanted to do and I am looking forward to the challenge." For our part, we are
looking forward to the increased continuity that we hope PC Collins can bring to our area.
As the weather cheers up, please remember that garden sheds, lawnmowers left unattended,
strimmers and the like have all been regular targets for opportunistic crime. Also, if you go
out to a well known beauty-spot to enjoy the coming Spring, remember that those car parks
are real theft blackspots.
Finally, we are delighted that the Chase Community Friends social day in Handley Village
Hall on Friday 14 May will feature the 45 minute live Police Community Musical 'Trickster'.
This touring professional production is designed to entertain, whilst also spreading a crimeawareness message. The Chase Community Friends have kindly said that anyone wishing to

100 Club Winners – November
1st Mrs P Chown

2nd Mrs M Budden

3rd Mrs D Broadway

100 Club Winners – December
1st Dennis North

2nd Mr Poolman

3rd Mrs M Budden

If anyone would like to join the Club or know more about it, please contact
Carole North on 07125 552955

Thank You
Doreen & Noel would like to thank everybody for their delightful presents that marked
our 50th Wedding Anniversary.
We also hope everybody enjoyed the party at Chettle.
Many Thanks….

4

The Downsman

February 2004

5

The Downsman

February 2004

TIME FOR A
CHANGE?
IAN NEWMAN
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE
•
•
•
•

TV & Radio Aerials
Extra Points/Repairs
Satellite Dishes
Digital

THEN VISIT
WWW.GROWAMILLIONAIRE.COM

AND

Telephone
01722 322862
01725 552516
Mobile 07831 403644

WWW.ALOEVITALITY.COM

OR

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley

Save Money on Your Mortgage
Isn’t it time to make sure you are getting the best deal possible?
Remortgaging is easy with the help of your local mortgage adviser
Jackie Barnett

Barnett Jamieson Mortgages
Access to 70 lenders and 100’s of deals
First Time Buyers, Buy to Let and Equity Release
For free expert advice on all types of mortgages
and potential lenders ring
Jackie Barnett on (01725) 552838
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THE ORIGINAL

RICHARD T. ADLEM
FUNERAL DIRECTOR
MONUMENTAL MASON

PARK COTTAGE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY, SALISBURY
Telephone ONLY on. 01725 552496
Established 1965
AND STILL A SMALL PRIVATE FAMILY BUSINESS

No connec on with Richard T. Adlem opera ng from 01725 552309

Crisis – What Crisis?
The word crisis is now so widely used that we have almost become immune to it. So often it
is applied to businesses or governments which may well have brought a crisis upon their
own heads.
There is, however, a crisis in agriculture and its associated services that is rarely discussed,
but which is having devastating effects on the lives of those involved. There are many
causes of this situation, but the human cost is at times so bad that despair and clinical
depression are becoming increasingly common. Some farmers have seen their incomes fall
to such an extent that they have taken on ever increasing overdrafts. Others who have rented
their farms can see no way of retiring and having a home in the area where their friends are.
Some farm workers have lost their jobs and cannot find a house in the countryside. The list
is endless.
To try to help those affected, the Farm Crisis Network has been set up. In simple terms it
consists of a number of volunteers who have agricultural backgrounds, and who firstly
provide a listening ear. All conversations are undertaken in complete confidence.
Volunteers can be contacted by telephone, and are also willing to visit a caller by
appointment. Depending on the nature of the crisis, the volunteer has access to properly
qualified professional advice to help resolve immediate difficulties. We are also in touch
with organisations that can provide emergency funding to pay food and heating bills when
income is insufficient, and others that can purchase homes to rent in the area where the
farmer or farm worker has lived.
The work of the FCN is offered completely free of charge, and initial professional advice is
also provided free. The most important point is that we can only help those who make
contact with us. The Dorset office is located at Suite 6, Somerleigh Gate, Somerleigh
Road, Dorchester, DT1 1TL, the phone number is 01305 250977, and the office is open
five mornings a week. There is also a National Helpline - 07002 326326 (7 am to 10 pm). If
you are one of those affected by the crisis in agriculture, or know someone who is, please
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THE ART OF CRAFT
Do not be surprised if you find Sixpenny Handley Village Hall, transformed into an art
gallery at the beginning of March, as Artsreach's 7th touring exhibition, Art of Craft, will
be visiting the village on Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th March. This exhibition features the
work of some of the County's finest traditional craftsmen and women alongside that of
exciting contemporary talents such as Caroline Sharp, Wendy Barber and Corrie Van Rijn.
The Art of Craft exhibition focuses on traditional Dorset craft skills, which are seriously
under-threat in today's mass manufacturing economy. The challenge to ten contemporary
artists was to learn a traditional Dorset craft skill such as buttony, hurdle making and rope
and net making, and then to design and make an up-to-the-minute craft product
incorporating these skills in an innovative and contemporary way.
The Art of Craft exhibition will feature the work of these artists, illustrating the relevance
of these traditional crafts in Dorset's social history, and exploring how these crafts can
flourish in the 21st century.
Coinciding with the exhibition will be a series of workshops, giving you the opportunity to
learn traditional Dorset craft techniques. Workshops on offer include one-day courses in
buttony, lace making, smocking and hurdle making, and a two-day weekend course with
basketmaker Malcolm Seal.
The Art of Craft will tour throughout Dorset and to Norfolk with all venues being open
from 10.30am to 4.30pm on Saturday and Sunday, and admission is free. All exhibits will
be available to purchase. .
For details about the exhibition, or for more information on booking workshops, please
contact the Artsreach office: 01305 269512

FLOWER FESTIVAL AT ST. MARY'S
On the Bank Holiday Weekend of 29th, 30th and 31st May, we are planning a Flower
Festival at St. Mary's Church. The theme is going to be "The Song of the Children - O all
ye Works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord", which we hope will give plenty of scope for
individual imagination!
If you haven't been asked already, and would like to help with an arrangement,
please will you contact Maureen Penrose on 01725-552022.
There will be lots to do both for the experienced flower arranger
and for the less skilled labourers!
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SUMMERLOCK
UPHOLSTERY
Church Farm Workshop
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY
Tel: 01725 552333

Fax: 01725 552333

FOR
RE-UPHOLSTERY
CURTAINS
Loose Covers

VERTICAL & VENETIAN
BLINDS
Carpets Supplied & Fitted

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P.,
S.R.P.

M. G. CORDINA

Chartered and State Registered
Physiotherapist

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK CARRIED OUT

Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice,
Massage
Home Visits and Evening
Appointments

Telephone – 01725 552310
Melbury Cottage
High Street
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY

Telephone: 01725 552518
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News
and
Information

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

MONTHLY MEETINGS
The Christmas Party on December 8th packed the hall & the members, friends and invited
guests were entertained by the Charity Folk. This group has raised over £20,000 in recent
years for local charities and we were delighted that our contribution from the party raised
over £100 which was given to a special needs school in Poole. The buffet was provided by
the members and was enjoyed by all. Us WI ladies know how to party!
Heather Eynon won the exhibition of a homemade cracker
The New Year kicked off in grand style with a talk and slideshow by Mr K Lawson on ‘A
Miscellany of Wildlife. His range of slides was breathtaking ~ how do you photograph a
butterfly? Many of them were taken on Martin Down and we were especially pleased to
learn about the ringing of birds to establish their movements. It really is amazing how far
they fly during their migrations and still return to their preferred breeding grounds.
Flower of the month was won by Stella Symes’ camellia and the exhibition of an animal
ornament by Jean Maidment.
Our next meeting is on 8th February when we will have a talk by Kate Greenway on ‘Enjoy
Being a Woman. The exhibition is a powder compact.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
27TH April ~ Spring Council Meeting in Weymouth
26th May ~ Spring Group Meeting at Melbury Abbas Village Hall

The WI meets in the Village Hall on the 2nd Monday of every month
except July and August at 7.30pm, visitors very welcome.

st

The annual WI Jumble sale is on Saturday 21 February in the Village
Hall. This is our big fundraising event of the year so please support us by donating
items and coming along that afternoon to buy them all back!
Jumble - Bric-a-brac – Tombola – Toys – Books – Plants and Produce – Cakes Raffle
Items can be taken to the hall on the day or for collection contact 552236 or 552955
10
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY WI PRESENTS

A MAD MARCH HARE NITE
ON
FRIDAY 19th MARCH at 7.30pm in the
VILLAGE HALL
COME & ENJOY AN EVENING OF FUN,
LAUGHTER & A BIT OF MARCH HARE
MADNESS
Tickets £6.50 each to include 2 course
ploughman’s meal ~ bring your own drink &
glasses.
(please note that meals must be booked in advance)
To book contact Stella Symes 01725 552236, Heather Eynon
01725 552308 or Carole North 01725 552995
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For more information phone
Sarah 01725 516232

Hazel 01725 553160

13

Cara 01725 552242

The Downsman

February 2004

Whist at The Village Hall
Since writing my last report, rounds 7 and 8 in the 20032004 competition have been played, while in between a
very successful Christmas drive was held on the 13th of
December. For the occasion, eleven and-a-half tables were in play and at the end of the 24
hands, Susan Coombs emerged the overall winner with a score of 179 points, followed by
Daphne Killeen on 172 and Stuart Coombs one point adrift at 171. A quite magnificent array
of prizes were displayed, many of these being generously donated by those who take part on a
regular basis throughout the whist season. So, on behalf of Doug and Christine Haskell, a very
big 'thank you' for your support which, as always, is very much appreciated.
With the completion of the 8th round, played on the 14th of January, the competition reached
its halfway point. Three divisions are firmly established and heading the top division is Rita
Austin with an aggregate score of 1298, three points ahead of Doug Haskell who, in turn, is a
mere nine points clear of the third place competitor, Geoff Peach. Ted Meaden (1275), Bill
Chorley (1263) and Daisy Noble (1261) occupy the next three places, with Dora Scammel in
7th spot and with 26 points to make up. With another 8 rounds to go, this is not an
insurmountable task~ indeed, Mary Meaden, presently in 12th place on 1223 points could, with
a good run of the cards, make up places before the final round takes place in May.
In Division 2, however, it is a slightly different picture. Ten competitors make up the division
and Mary Braithwaite is way out in front with a score of 1198, 73 points clear of her of her
nearest rival, Peter, her husband! Peter's second spot is being closely watched by Ruby Jacobs
on 1122 and Sylvia Thome with 1108; Len Diggins being not too far in arrears on 1104.
Division 3 is topped, at the moment, by Edie Langley (948), followed by two players, Tony
Groves and Nora Davis, both on 934, Tony being classified as second having posted 171 in the
opening round as opposed to Nora's 159.
Finally, Mary Braithwaite is in the running to pick up the £5 prize for the highest individual
score after completing round 7 with 182. So far, Mary is the only player to break into the 180s,
but with 8 rounds remaining, '182' could well be bettered. In the same round that Mary
returned her 182, Peter (Braithwaite), partnering Sylvia Thome took all 13 tricks on the 24th
and final hand of the evening. This was the first occasion in the present series that a
partnership has landed all 13 tricks.
Bill Chorley

Thank you!
Sixpenny Handley First School Carol Singers would like to thank all those
people who donated money as we sang our way round the village just before Christmas.
We raised a magnificent sum of £156.07 for school funds.
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Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish
Parish Council
Parish Office
Unit 5B

Opening Hours:
Phone – 552211/552279
Tuesday 10am – 12noon Email –

The following applications have recently been examined by the Council
1. Edmunds, Roman Cottage Pentridge - Provide alternative access & block existing
2. Parker, West View, Woodcutts - Erect Barn & Stables off B3081
If you would like to know more about any of these applications call into the parish office.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wanted – One Parish Councillor
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council is one councillor short of full strength.
While the vacancy is in the Handley Ward, residents from any part of the parish can apply
for the post. This can be a rewarding and sometimes challenging job, and can take up to 68 hours a month minimum. If you are interested or would like more details about the job or
how the council works please contact the clerk - Tony Henderson, tel No 552279.

East Dorset Community Police Van
The Community Police Van will visit Sixpenny Handley on the following dates:
Wed 11th Feb, Wed 10th March

PATRICK ROSE
QUALITY
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

FREE QUOTES & ADVICE
FULLY INSURED

TEL: 01725 552872
MOB: 07989 373735
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The Inn on the Chase
Cashmoor
Tel:- 01725 552230
Fax:-01725 553065
sallythompson1@lineone.net

Open all day 7 days a week

Smoke free Family Restaurant
Open 7 days a week 12.00 – 2.30pm and 6.30-9.00pm
(9.30pm Friday & Saturday)

Full menu available Sunday 12.00am– 9.00 pm

Sunday Roasts from £5.45
Discos
Regular Live Entertainment

Parties catered for
Bar Snacks also available

Pool Team/

Darts Team

Large sunny beer garden
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Woodcutts-----Council Tax Exposed
It started two weeks before Christmas, at first just a slight inkling, then inspiration followed
by the solution. “What is he referring to?” I hear you ask. Why the rise in council tax of
course. In a rural backwater, as important as ours, where we see so little of the activities that
the above payments are used for, the Answer became obvious. We are getting our monies
worth, it’s our neighbours who aren’t, they are subsidizing us.
Now I have the answers. In fact I should have realised when I wrote the article for the
December issue of the Downsman, there it was in front of my face; I just couldn’t see it.
Obviously Champs Farm with its wonderful new oaken sign-post plays an important part.
No, it isn’t the cost of several men, a truck, numerous power tools and the fuel costs. Nor is
it the cost incurred by the Planning Department, where site meetings and hours of
discussion, land measurement and people from the council getting lost because there were
no sign-posts all amounted to a tidy sum. No, it isn’t any of the above. The reason the
council tax is so high is because the Council did not put Champs Farm into orbit, as I
previously thought, they sent it to Mars.
The Council heard that the Government were sponsoring Beagle 2 and the Americans
through NASA were sending their own landing craft, they decided to get in first. After all,
what better way of claiming ownership of a planet than actually starting a farm there? As
this is the case, there can be no hope of a reduction of council tax in the immediate future; a
reduction is probably light years away. It won’t be until the Council gets its feet back firmly
on the ground. Sorry I have to stop now its bed-time.
10.35a.m. 6th. January 2004
As I write, a shaft of sunlight shines through the sitting room window, the dog, the cat and I
battle it out for the right to sit in it. I loose, who cares anyway, the sunshine has awoken the
wanderlust in me and I have decided to get out and see things for myself. I don’t expect to
be gone long so don’t go away.
10.45a.m. 7th. January 2004
Gosh I didn’t think I’d been away that long, it only seems like yesterday that I started to
write this article. I can’t say too much about what has been happening as I had to sign a
confidentiality clause. It is like Santa Clause only longer. Dash! Now I have given it away. I
have found out why Mars is called the Red Planet, it is of course the sun reflecting off of
Father Christmas’s red, rotund figure. The fact that it is icy there is very useful as the
reindeer can practise with the sleigh all year round.
Now I must get down to earth again, to tell you what has been happening here, in the real
world. Before I do I must make a coffee and ponder on the ways of the planet and see if any
Martians have landed.
………..it is O.K. now I’ve got my coffee cup in my hand, with coffee in it. No, not my
hand, the cup silly. In fact now that I am in the last flush of youth, my hand is not as steady
as it was, some of the coffee is in my hand and not in the cup. I must pause and sip a while.
This reminds me, when my three year old grandson was staying with us a few weeks ago,
he was sat next to me at the kitchen table and had managed to get a large amount of his ice
cream on his hands. When I asked if he would like me to wipe his hands, he replied, “Yes,
but let me lick them first.” Sorry I am wandering again. In fact I am walking up the lane;
eastwards up past the Manor, on the bank beneath the hedgerow, blue periwinkle are
glistening in the sunshine. I go on across the “main” road; I don’t stop to look for a car as it
20
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might be some time before one comes. I walk past the bungalow named Gillyhill, I know
not why. It is on a hill but where the Gilly comes from goodness knows. (Could it be
Scotland Angus?) Looking back I notice that there is a good showing of snowdrop flowers
around what used to be a pond. Snowdrops seem some ten days later this year in
comparison with the last two. Why? I don’t know as there has been very little difference in
weather conditions, except in August and September. The farmers, who had been drilling
winter crops, were worried about the effect on germination then, but for the cereals they
don’t seem to have had a problem, while the oil seed rape does seem a little thin in places
Now on the bank, daffodil leaves four to five inches high are visible but no sign of flower
buds. Buds are doing weird things this year. Rose flower buds are ready to burst, elder buds
burst into leaf in December while spindle, willow, hazel and hawthorn look as if they are
going to any minute. Even the ash buds seem different this year, I can’t put my finger on
why, but there is something. I’ve seen the ponies and a herd of deer, some eighteen in
number so I am off back home.
If this article appears a little patchy it is because our cat, Bic keeps walking over the pages
I’ve printed. It is a good job fur coats are out of fashion!
Late Diary Dates
13.1.04
On my way down to the churchyard on a warm spring like afternoon, I spot a Peacock
butterfly busily visiting plants at the roadside. It is very active and in very good colour, it
does not look as if it has over wintered, but of course it must have. He is not having much
luck finding flowers, even if the bank is sun soaked. In the churchyard I see my first wild
primrose in flower. At the same time notice the bluebell leaves are very advanced.
14.1.04
Driving up the recently tarmacked road across the Common, I saw rooks busily repairing
their nests, despite quite blustery winds from the north-west.
15.1.04
Today I actually got my binoculars out to look at lilac buds about fifteen feet up in the back
garden, believe it or not they have burst, and the leaves are showing.
16.1.04
After a white frost this morning, I found a frozen common lizard on the lawn. It was only
young, being just over three inches long. Beautifully coloured, especially the orange belly,
but unfortunately not much use to it now, it simply got up too early.
I must finish now as I have O.U. work to do. Thank you once again for reading this. I hope
you get as much fun out of the reading as I get out of the writing.
God bless. Ted Cox (20.1.04)

You have to Laugh
I was reading an article the other day that discussed information that had been released under the 30
year rule.
The government of the day feared that terrorists might crash an airliner into the QE2 as it sailed
towards Israel with 1,400 mainly Jewish passengers on board.
The prospect of such an attack was one of the security nightmares of 1973 and prompted detailed
discussion of ways to protect the vessel.
Cunard suggested a detachment of Royal Marines. Edward Heath, the then Prime Minister, suggested
the SAS. The Civil Service suggested Securicor!!!

Alan Vincent
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WINTER HEALTH
Eat your way to good winter health
How many of us get up in the morning at this time of year and wonder how we will get
through the day ahead? A recent survey found that 35% of us complained of winter fatigue, yet
only three out of ten people had tried to do anything about it. Yet in all but the worst
conditions, eating winter 'pick-me-up' foods is all you need to do to make you feel better.
To increase your natural resistance to the bugs that thrive on crowded buses and trains and in
steamy shops and offices, first of all make sure you boost your vitamin A and C intake. You
can do this by eating a wide range of foods that contain lots of these vitamins i.e. apples,
apricots, grapes, citrus fruits, kiwi fruit, melon, pineapple and nectarines, beetroot, broccoli,
red an, green and white cabbage (raw as well as cooked), carrots, all types of cress, red, green
and yellow peppers, leeks and lots of parsley. A good variety of the above, ensuring that you
eat at least five servings of fruit and vegetables daily should help you get a head-start to good
winter health. Try to eat as much fruit and vegetables raw to make the maximum nutrients
available to the body. Ensure that you have a good mixed diet with some low-fat cheeses,
yoghurt, meat, poultry, beans, whole grains and lots of oily fish, and plenty of fresh nuts, seeds
and vegetables and four eggs a week will help you beat off winter bugs.
For a mental and physical boost, eat at least two of the following foods each day:
Almonds - rich in protein and essential minerals like zinc and magnesium.
Apricots - fresh are best. Rich in beta carotene (which is converted by the body into vitamin
A), iron potassium and natural fibre, natural fruit sugar.
Sprouted seeds - (available from your local health food store) are highly nutritious (they are
also quite easy to do yourself if you get a book from the library) Sesame seeds are rich in
protein, iron and zinc and provide energy. Sprinkle them over salads and sweet or savoury
dishes
Try this spicy winter pick-me-up punch:
Mix together a cup of hot water, the juice and thinly sliced peel of an orange, a tablespoon of
honey, a cinnamon stick, a pinch of nutmeg, and a few cloves. Simmer in a saucepan for 10
minutes. Strain and add fresh pressed apple juice to taste. Drink and enjoy!
Add to your daily diet fresh ginger root and raw garlic to help boost your immune system and
make sure that you eat onions daily as they have the same properties as garlic.
How to cope with a winter cold
If you do get a cold try not to suppress it with over the counter remedies as it is the body's way
of ridding itself of toxins and trying to rebalance itself. Instead encourage the cold to take it's
course, even if this does mean a few days off work (you should always rest if you have a cold
and just take small amounts of gentle exercise such as a walk in the fresh air ensuring that you
are well wrapped up warmly). Try an infusion of Elder flower tea (1 teaspoon steeped in a cup
of boiling water for 20 minutes). Strain and add a little honey and drink as warm as you can
several times a day.
Soak your feet in a mustard bath (1 tablespoon to a bowl of hot water so that it covers your
ankles) for 10-15 minutes, then dry your feet and ensure you keep them warm.
Make an onion soup - very comforting as well as helping fight the cold.
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Add a few drops of aromatherapy oil such as ginger, cinnamon, alcoves, camphor, Melissa,
pine or eucalyptus to a bowl of hot water. Cover you head with a towel to keep in the steam
and inhale deeply. Make sure that you do not scald your face if the steam is too hot.
Homeopathic remedies Gelsemium and Aconite are good for getting rid of a cold quickly, see
which one is best for you. If you have a very runny nose try Arsenicum and if you have a dry
cough, especially worse for warm rooms or in the evening, try Allium cepa.
I would like to wish you all a belated happy and healthy New Year!
Sheila Ralph M.H., BSYA(Irid.), (N.Th.), Ad. C.M.A.
Master Herbalist, lridology, Nutrition and Acupressure & Tui'na practitioner.
Sheila practices from her home in Sixpenny Handley, The Centre for Complementary Health Care in
Blandford and at Salisbury Leisure Centre. For an appointment or for further information telephone
01725 552265

Supported by Dorset County Council Social Services Committee.

The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it,
within the Cranborne Chase villages.
In the form of :• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate contribution
from the user of 45p per mile, to cover petrol costs.
• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound.
• Dog walking.
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.
And weekly Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the

Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley.
Thursday mornings 10:15am -11:45am.
So come along and make new friends.
CCF interest groups include Book & Music Groups
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends,
Please contact CCF co-ordinator, on 01725 552097.
We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas
that the CCF covers - please phone to find out more.
Will people who want to use the volunteer car drivers
please give as much notice as possible
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Saturday February 7th
7.30 – 11:30pm

Scottish Reels (with a taste of Haggis)
The Barn, Manor Farmhouse, Woodyates.
Tickets £10 including supper and mulled wine
from Trish Chorley (552776)
or Jane King (552231)

Advance notice
On Sunday 25th April
Bill Chorley will be speaking on

Bomber Command- the Beginning
at 3:00pm, at the Barn, Manor Farmhouse, Woodyates.
There will be cream teas, produce and plant stalls and a raffle.
Tickets (including tea) £5.00.
from Jane King (552231) or Trish Chorley (552776)

COFFEE MORNING
10 AM TO I2 NOON
SATURDAY, 14th FEBRUARY
at

40 HIGH STREET
SIXPENNY HANDLEY
(By kind invitation of Mrs. Sally Clarke)

COFFEE
TEA
BRING & BUY
RAFFLE
CAKES & PRODUCE
(In support of St. Mary’s Flower Festival at the end of May)
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THE BOURNEMOUTH & POOLE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
The Bournemouth and Poole College Foundation was
established as a registered charity in 1994 to provide additional
resources not available through statutory funding to students at
The Bournemouth and Poole College. We were one of the first
charities to be set up in the U.K. to work alongside a further education training college.
Since the charity's inception it has raised some £700,000 to help disadvantaged students and
to provide additional facilities not available through statutory funding for the benefit of
students attending The College. Some of our students find themselves facing great
disadvantage by virtue of being homeless, a single parent or in financial need. We help our
students in many ways - by providing bus passes to college, assisting with exam fees,
providing equipment for students to assist them with their college courses, assisting with
nursery places, helping with the cost of accommodation when travelling to competitions in
other parts of the country or for university visits.
We have also helped a number of student asylum seekers and refugees by providing them
with bicycles donated from churches and other community organisations. Physically disabled
students have been helped by providing them with specialist equipment, including the
provision of a loop system and the loan of a computer so that they can keep up with their able
-bodied peers.
The charity also supports The College's Adult Achievers Awards, recognising the work of
students who have overcome great adversity to study at The College and to pass their exams.
Such as the mother who had to return to work to support her disabled husband and children.
She decided to pursue a career rather than just 'go out to work', as it would give her children a
better future. Studying has given her self- confidence and having attended the Business
Studies course she is now hoping to study Law with the aim of eventually becoming a
Solicitor.
The College Foundation acquired funding to set up Plug into Music workshops which
enabled disadvantaged young people to experience music making at our Knighton Heath
studio. This project was so successful we are hoping to run a further course in the near future.
These are just a few examples of the work of The College Foundation. We have not achieved
these results alone but in partnership with local voluntary organisations, generous individuals,
trusts, businesses and our own Student's Union. We still have much to achieve and I am
currently raising funds for a Braille note-taker and an Electronic Braille Display to help our
visually impaired students with their studies.
Part of my role is to continue to raise awareness of the work of The College Foundation by
speaking to local groups, churches and other voluntary organisations. If you belong to such a
group and would like to learn more about our work then I would be very pleased to hear from
you.
Mrs. Marion Davies, Funding Development Manager, The Bournemouth and Poole College
Foundation, Redlands, 25 Knyveton Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 3QQ Tel: 01202 465509
email: daviesm@bpc.ac.uk

SIXPENNY HANDLEY SPRING FLOWER SHOW
April 3rd 2004
The show schedules are now available from Carole 01725 552955 or the PO
Stores. As usual, classes for everyone,
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Sixpenny Handley Post Office & Stores
Car Tax Renewals
Pre-Order Foreign Currency &
Travellers Cheques
On Demand Travel Insurance
Bill Payments
Electric Key Charging
On-Line Personal Banking without
charges for most Major Banks
Payment by Debit Card for most
Transactions
Cash Withdrawal by Debit Card

Tel: 01725 552241
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery
Groceries – Whole Foods
Frozen Foods
Selection of Cards
Seasonal Plants
Bird Nuts & Seed
Flower Arranging for Special

Mothers Union
Programme 2003 – 2004
12th February
11th March
1st April
13th May
10th June
July

‘Dorset Historic Churches’ R D Allen
‘Miscellany of Motherhood’ Brenda Smith
‘Lent – Words and Music’ Graham Martin
‘Mombasa’ Mary Fisher
Quiet Day – Grove Farm
Half Day Outing

Meetings are at 2.45pm at No. 2 St. Mary’s Court unless advised differently.
If you need a lift please contact either Jean Mayne on 552692 or Mary Macleod on 552041.
All are welcome to come to any of these meetings – visitors are always welcome.

The Chase Garden Club
Meetings are held on the last Thursday of the month,
7.50pm for 8.00pm, at The Barleycorn House, Deanland.
Talks, demonstrations etc are held in an informal atmosphere.
Our next meetings will be on Thursdays - 26th February, 25th March & 29th April.
A new ‘Garden Club’ year has just started so please do come along and join us.
Visitors welcome.
For further information phone
Sue and Peter Evans (01725 552270) or Gill Carter (01725 5522030).

WEDNESDAY CLUB
The Wednesday Club meets fortnightly. Our next meeting will be on 4th February with a
slide show by Mr. Angus Macleod on Railway Holidays.
Please do come and join us.
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Robert & Sarah Jesse
(its a family affair)

Chris & JG

The Trusty Posties
of

Sixpenny Handley

wish all their customers

THE VERY HAPPIEST NEW YEAR EVER
WITH A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO
ALL WHO GAVE SO GENEROUSLY OVER THE
FESTIVE PERIOD

HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134
We are now fully up and running for
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four)
Full Range of Services
Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork,
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches,
Exhausts, Tyres etc
FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard
Opening Hours

Mon. to Fri.
Saturday
Sunday
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Sixpenny Handley First School
Class 2 have been studying poetry since the beginning of term
and have written some poems of their own which they thought
you might like to share.
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Thank You
We would like to thank everyone for the cards, warmth and sympathy, we have been given,
after the sudden loss of our dear Dad and Grandad Bob Styles.
A special thank you to all who attended the funeral with us where Wendy, Ron and all at St
Mary’s church gave us comfort and support to see us through our very sad time.
Thank you from
Chris and Bronia
Peter and Linda
Paul, David, Simon, Adam, Jessica and Mark
Donations from the service are going to
the Ace of Hearts Appeal at Salisbury District Hospital.
PS: Roly has settled well into his new home at the Newsagents!
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY

SUMMER
FLOWER
SHOW

IAN HARRIS MIPRE

is on

Tel: 01747 870822
Mobile: 07850 530782

August 21st 2004.
Schedules should be available
at the Spring Show
Helpers wanted on the day,
NO EXPERIENCE

I'm happy to advise on your old TV/Video/Hi-fi
or assist with setting up new electronic equipment.
I can advise on purchasing or provide quotes for
insurance companies. Call me, your local expert.
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
The Christmas Bowls Quiz was again very successful and I thank everyone who was involved.
We have now agreed dates for the two quizzes to be held in 2004 - 27th March and 27th
November. Please note these in your diary.
Our Annual Presentation Lunch at the Crown Hotel, Blandford was very enjoyable. Our cups/
trophies for 2003 were won by the following:
Mens’ Singles
Ladies’ Singles
Open Singles
Presidents’ Cup
Novices’ Singles
Open Mixed Pairs
Open Mixed Triples
Open Mixed Fours
Short Mat Singles
Short Mat Pairs

Not yet played
Gill Martin, runner up Phyl Chown
Dave Adams, runner up Cliff Miles
Gordon Martin, runner up Dave Rowe
Dave Adams, runner up Don Gray
Not yet played
Cliff Miles, Brian Hansford and Don Gray
Runners up Colin Chambers, Malcolm Geary and Phyl Chown
Vanessa Rowe, Jean Maidment, Mike Fry and Jody Easter
Runners up Gill Martin, Phyl Chown, Cliff Miles, Sarah Churchill
Gordon Miles, runner up Phyl Chown
Tony Groves and Mary Cumming,
Runners up Colin Chambers and Sarah Churchill

Although the Mens’ Singles and Mixed Pairs have not yet been played, it is hoped that these
will be played shortly.
Since then, we played for a Christmas Hamper shortly before Christmas which was won by
Gordon Martin. We have also now played our Short Mat Singles Competition for 2004 which
was won by Tony Groves and the runner up was Phyl Chown. Our Pairs Competition (Short
Mat) is due to be played early in February.
In the Blackmore Vale League our A team is continuing their better results – after 9 matches
they have 28 points and are currently fourth of Division 1, so unless anything awful happens
they should be able to retain their place in Division 1, which we were concerned about at the
beginning of the season (They have won 6 of their matches)
The Tanners are still suffering, however, after 9 matches they have 12 points, are at the bottom
of Division 4 and have only won 2 matches. I think it might be a case of relegation to Division
5 next season.
We are currently carrying out a survey to see whether it would be feasible to offer winter
membership for solely Short Mat Bowls. If anyone is interested in this please let me know.
New outdoor season
The men will take their place again in the Dorset County League, on Monday evenings in the
new outdoor season and are looking forward to it. More players are always needed.
The Westbrook League will also feature in our fixture list and this is for both men and women
players i.e. mixed.
We also will have an extensive friendly match programme to look forward to.
Gill Martin
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WELLDONE
TlLING SERVICES
Fast, Clean &
Efficient Service

WALL AND FLOOR TILING
UNDERTAKEN
RE-GROUTING SERVICE
OFFERED
HOUSE PAINTING

Telephone:
Shaun 01725 552196

Handley Sports Club – 100 Club
The New Year for the 100 Club is about
to start and subscriptions are now due if
you wish to take part and past
participants will be sent reminders
shortly.
The Club would like to thank those who
have supported us in the past in this way.
This is a very important method of
support for football in the village and
keeps going something which has been a
tradition for many years – in fact nearly
100 years and can be traced in some
form or other at different venues. Now
we have the best ever – so please
support us again in 2004.
Thank You All Very Much.
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CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU AT SIXPENNY HANDLEY SURGERY
Tuesdays 9:30am – 12:00 noon Christine Pacey
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHAT YOUR ENQUIRY IS
WE WILL TRY AND HELP - COST? – FREE

FOR YOU?
For all practice patients, regardless of class, race, sex, sexuality, culture, income or benefits.
• We will not tell anyone unless you say so
• We don’t judge or blame
• We will not be influenced by outside interests or views
• Financial Problems
• Preliminary Debt Counselling
• Employment Issues
• Housing Related Problems
• Family Breakdown
• Issues relating to being a Carer
• Issues related to Community Care
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Schott’s Miscellany
By Ben Schott
Reproduced from the Daily Telegraph 24/1/04

Leap Years
Leap Years were invented to make up the difference (about six hours) between the civil 365
day year, and the solar year which lasts 365.2422 days. Leap years have been traced back to
Egyptian times, but it was Julius Caesar and later Augustus who successfully introduced them
into the Roman calendar by recognising two February 24ths. By a curious quirk of timing, any
year whose date is a number exactly divisible by four is a leap year, except those years ending
in "00", which must be divisible by 400 to qualify. As might be expected a number of
superstitions surround the Leap Year which many cultures traditionally regarded as unlucky. It
was associated with bad harvests, barren marriages, tempestuous weather and ill-luck for
monarchs. Yet all is not bleak; 29th February has long been considered the one day on which it
is permissible for women to ask men for their hand in marriage. This inversion of the rules of
chivalry might be linked to the legend of St. Patrick who conceded this right to the nunnery
presided over by St. Bridget.

Some Measuring Devices of Note
Measuring device
Subject measured
Absorptiometer....................................................the amount of absorption of gases in liquids
Baræsthesiometer......................................................................................the sense of pressure
Chromoptometer.......................................................sharpness of an individual's colour sense
Citrometer........................................the specific gravity of lemon juice for making citric acid
Diaphanometer....................................................transparency (specifically of an atmosphere)
Ergometer............................................................................work or the expenditure of energy
Goniometer...................................................................angles; or the direction of radio waves
Hydrodynamometer..........................................................the force exerted by a moving
liquid
Inclinometer...........................inclination of slopes; the intensity of the earth's magnetic force
Katathermometer...................................................................the cooling power of ambient air
Lactobutyrometer.....................................................the amount of butter in a quantity of milk
Mekometer.....................................................................the approximate range of infantry fire
Nephelodometer...............................................................................the distances of the clouds
Oleorefractometer...........................................................................the refractive power of oils
Phaseometer..............................................................................the phase of an electric current
Potamometer..................................................................................the force of a river's current
Roughometer........................................irregularities in the surface of a material (often roads)
Seichometer........................................................the intensity of oscillation in a body of water
Strabismometer..........................................the degree of strabismus (the squinting of the eye)
Tonometer......................................................................................the pitch of (musical) notes
Turgometer...................................................................................................................turgidity
Udometer...........................................................................................the quantity of rain fallen
Urinopyknometer.............................................................the specific gravity of urine samples
Vinometer....................................................................................the purity or strength of wine
Xanthometer..........................................................................................the colour of sea water
Zymosimeter......................................................degree of fermentation of a fermenting liquor
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DON’T FORGET WHATS ON!!!
DATE

FUNCTION

Feb-04 Wednesday Club

Feb-05 Chase Community Friends

Feb-07 Scottish Reels

Feb-09 W I Meeting

Feb-11 Community Police Van Visit

Feb-11 Whist at The Village Hall

DATE

PAGE

27

23

24

10

15

14

36

Feb-12 Chase Community Friends

23

FUNCTION

PAGE

Mar-11 Chase Community Friends

23

Mar-17 Wednesday Club

27

Mar-18 Chase Community Friends

23

Mar- Downsman Copy Deadline

03

Mar- Mad March Hare Evening

11

Mar-24 Whist at The Village Hall

14

Mar-25 Chase Community Friends

23

Mar-25 The Chase Garden Club

27

Mar-26 Royal Corps of Signals

19

Mar-27 First School Easter Fair

18

Mar-27 Bowls Club Quiz Night

32

Mar-31 Wednesday Club

27

Apr-01 Mothers Union

27

Apr-01 Chase Community Friends

23

Apr-03 Spring Flower Show

05

Apr-07 Whist at The Village Hall

14

Apr-08 Chase Community Friends

23

Apr-12 W I Meeting

10

Apr-14 Wednesday Club

27

Apr-15 Chase Community Friends

23

Apr-21 Whist at The Village Hall

14

Apr-22 Chase Community Friends

23

Apr-25 Bomber Command

24

Apr-27 W I Spring Council

10

Apr-28 Wednesday Club

27

