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Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 
All your contributions to....... 

Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5QJ 
Telephone – 01725 552788 

E-mail: downsman@sixpennyhandley.org  

The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the 
1st December 2005 

Copy Deadline is 20th November 2005 

Your District Councillor Pauline Bailey-Wright will be holding her surgeries from  
6.30 p.m. until 7.30 p.m. at the Parish Office, before the Full Parish Council Meeting. 

Please come along and meet her. 
Watch notice boards for dates of next meetings.  

As lots of people have been asking about the appointment of a replacement for Ron, 
David and Graham (Churchwardens) advise that a "NEW VICAR HAS NOT YET 

Thanks to everyone who helped, supported and attended the 27th Sixpenny 
Handley Flower Show. Details of all the winners and the funds raised will be 

Thank You 
 

The final total for our appeal to support the acquisition of a replacement printer reached the 
outstanding sum of £1030. This tremendous result has already allowed us to acquire the 
printer together with a booklet maker. The booklet maker makes it much easier to staple 
the magazine – you may well have noticed how the number of pages have grown, giving 
our enthusiastic band of “putters together” some hard work, - now relieved by the booklet 
maker.  
 
The Downsman working committee is now considering the options for the balance of the 
money with a new PC or a colour drum both under consideration. We have already decided 
to make a donation to Scout funds in recognition of their efforts in delivering appeal 
envelopes to virtually all the properties in the parish. 
 
Can I say again what a real pleasure it has been for the Editorial team to see how many of 
you appreciated the magazine and were prepared to support our project. 

 

Thank You 

mailto:downsman@sixpennyhandley.org
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Open Meeting in the Church 
an opportunity to discuss with 

Steve Judd 
his proposed plans for the caravan site 

 
on 

Wednesday 12th October 
at 7.30pm 

 
There are so many opinions and points which we may not understand.  

So if the site affects you, or you have a point to raise, please come and join us. 
The intention is for us to listen and talk, that harmony may be restored. 

Harvest Festival 
Sunday 9th October  

at 11 a.m.  
at  

St. Mary's Church 
 

Preacher Ben Wightman 
 

Farming consultant and co-ordinator of the Dorset branch 
of Farm Crisis.Network 

 
Followed by lunch in the village hall 

and an auction of produce 
 

Tickets from Jean Mayne, Carol Wyatt, Bobby Carter 
(Jean needs to know numbers by 2nd October) 

 
we would appreciate gifts of food  

which will go to Beckensale House Trust. 
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The Childrens’ Own 
 
By the time that you read this, you will be back at school, with holidays and the lovely 
summer weather a distant memory. What is the next big occasion to look forward to? Yes it 
is Guy Fawkes night. The celebration is because Guy Fawkes was captured as he tried to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament. Now we celebrate with bonfires and fireworks to show 
what could have happened if he had succeeded. What he tried to do was senseless, so please 
remember that you must not play with fire or fireworks. Instead of ending up in the Tower 
of London you could end up in hospital, or worse still you might be the cause of someone 
else ending up in hospital. So obey all the rules, let Mum or Dad handle the fire and 
fireworks and you sit back and enjoy them. 
How about you drawing or painting a picture of Guy Fawkes night? If you do, push it 
through the letter-box of the vicarage, with your name, age and address on it and we will 
find a prize for the best. It will have to reach Mr. Pippin by 10th of November so that it can 
appear in The Childrens’ Own of the December Downsman. Come on wouldn’t you like an 
early Christmas present? If you can’t get up to the vicarage ask someone who goes to 
church to pass it on to Mr. Pippin. 
 
Why hasn’t anyone written a limerick yet? Mr. Pippin is so disappointed he has written one 
about himself. 
 

There was an old man called Pippin, 
Who didn’t have a chair to sit in. 

So he stood on his feet 
Until they brought him a seat, 

That silly old man called Pippin. 
 
Next we must get on with the quiz. So here goes:- 
 

1.) Which is America’s main language? 
2.) What insects live in a hive? 
3.) When a kettle boils what comes out of the spout? 
4.) Which is the first day of the week? 
5.) What is the name of the flying elephant in Walt Disney’s film? 
6.) How many sides does a rectangle have? 
7.)  What does a florist sell? 
8.) What is the masculine form of mother? 
9.) A compass needle always points in the same direction, what is it north, south east or 

west? 
10.) Which is the silent letter in comb? 

 
August’s answer were:- 

1.) Marbled white.  2.) Yew.  3.) Splash.  4.) Kingfisher.  5.) Oak.  6.) Farm work.  7.) 
Snowdrop. 8.) Primrose. 

 
Now the Word search.  
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In the jam pot below, there are eighteen types of fruit. 
Can you find them?  
 

To end your page, Wendy your curate, who most of you know from school has written this 
prayer for you to use:- 
My family love me and I love them. 
My friends love me and I love them. 
Jesus loves me and I want to love him. 
Thank you Jesus, please help me to tell my friends about you. Amen 
 
The love of family and friends is the greatest present you can have next to Jesus’s love. It is 
worth far more than money can buy. No earthly present can compare, therefore wouldn’t it 
be nice to have three money boxes instead of one. 

1.) For money to spend. 
2.) One for money to save. 
3.) One for money to give away. 

Perhaps you don’t think you are rich enough by earthly standards to give money away, but 
you really are. There are millions of people in this world suffering from lack of clean water 
and food. Maybe if you can’t put money in that third box you could fill it with prayers for 
them for now, to which when you grow older you can add to with money or practical help. 
It is time to finish now, the Downsman has “to be put to bed”. Until the next issue it is 
goodbye and God Bless. May Jesus keep you from all harm and bring joy to your hearts. 
 
Goodbye from Mr. Pippin. 
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DOUG LUCAS 
01725 552636 

 

Logs, lighting wood,  
wood chip and mulch, 

stakes, posts, rails, wattle hurdles, panels 
and all types of fencing  
supplied and erected. 

Also gardens cleared, gravel paths and 
driveways 

 

Forever Living Products 
 “Forever Living Products is an established cash rich international 
company, which recently gained the ‘Investors in People’ award. It 
has an extensive range of health, nutrition and skincare products. 
Multi-Level-Marketing (MLM) is not a selling business, as most 
people assume. Rather, it is a teaching/coaching business and is 
based on bringing together groups of like-minded individuals who 

are taught and shown how to follow the simple company system, made easy by local, 
regional and national training programmes. MLM is about the power of numbers, about 
everyone doing a little.  
 
A serious additional income can easily be achieved within a few years alongside a full-
time job. With the current interest in safe, natural approaches to health and well-
being, there could never be a better time to start in such a business.” 

Dr. Peter Atherton, Nursing in Practice September 2004  
 
If you see anything here that could benefit you, your family or friends 
and would like further information on the products or particularly any 
aspect of network marketing with Forever Living Products, please call 
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

 Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

 
 
 

MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD. 
BUILDING SERVICES 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 

EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 
 

FOR YOUR PIECE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN 
 

DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER 
 

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, 

 
• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
• BRICKWORK 
• STONEWORK 
• PLUMBING 
• ELECTRICAL 
• DECORATION 
• ROOFING 
• DRAINAGE 

• KITCHENS 
• BATHROOMS 
• INSURANCE WORK 
• UPVC DOORS, WINDOWS, 

FASCIAS ETC 
• FITTED BEDROOMS 
• QUICK RESPONSE 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• FULLY INSURED 
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Woodcutts – An Easy Harvest? 
 
Before getting in the complicated procedures of the Woodcutts Spring Census, I feel that as an 
agriculturalist, who has been responsible for many thousands of acres of harvesting, I must say 
how amazed I was to see the harvest over so quickly. Despite a couple of wet spells, weather 
conditions weren’t that bad. What was bad was the uneven ripening of the crops. Those of you 
who have been blackberrying or picking elderberries will know what I mean. I am sure that a 
lot of the blackberries simply will not ripen at all this year. 
That is enough of trivialities, now into the minefield of the census taking, something far more 
complicated than harvest, and of course more important. So it is a case of from agriculture to 
demography. (I think.) The first action taken was the extensive fresh data collection. You 
would be surprised how long it takes to calculate each person’s age. It is very easy for the 
oldest and the youngest, but for everybody in between it has to be pure inspiration. This is 
particularly the case of the bodies who make no local contact and simply commute. Yes we 
have them here too. It really is a great shame. 
Despite them the figures for this year are as below:- 
 
                                       !999    2000    2001    2002    2003   2004    2005 
 Total Residents               17        23         28       --         --        27        30 
Adults                              15        16         16       --         --        17        20 
School Children               --          2           8        --         --          9        10 
Pre-School Children         2           5           4        --        --          1          2 
Total Average Age          41.84    30.56    26.40  --        --         31.30   30.00 
  
The above figures were the result of considerable hard work and guesstemating. Now what can 
be deduced from these figures? The most important and somewhat alarming figure is that of 
the ‘total average age’. In the last year this has been reduced by 1.30 years. Taking this to a 
logical conclusion, if this trend continues for another 23+ years, the whole population of 
Woodcutts will consist of one year old babies. 
This is an alarming statistic, who will carry out the census in 2028? I don’t know of any one 
year olds who can write, use a computer yes, write no. 
What we must ask now, is this anything to do with global warming and that man across the 
water, Mr. Geo. Bush. I have a thirty-two foot greenhouse already; I certainly don’t want a 
bigger one, even if it does affect the American economy. If you can’t follow the reasoning, 
please sit down and think about it, when you have rationalised it please let me 
know………………………. 
 
Sorry I went for a cup of tea, I hope you haven’t been waiting. Please note tea, it is Sunday 
afternoon you know. (A top journalist is never finished you understand.)  
Whatever happens here in Woodcutts I just hope it is for the benefit of the locals and the world 
at large. While thinking globally, I must wish our latest arrivals bon voyage, as they prepare to 
leave Woodcutts to start a new life in New Zealand. We wish them all the best for their future 
happiness, and pray that God goes with them. 
Now back to the harvest. The Wheretheheckarewe Tribe are very embarrassed now. In fact 
they don’t come out when anybody is about. Apparently they can’t get used to not jumping 
into the air after every third stride, and they really look foolish when there is nothing to look 
over. They may even have to be repatriated, if that isn’t too painful. Anyway we aren’t sure if 
it can be done on the national health. 
Perhaps they could be employed cutting high hedges. If you have a suggestion please send it to 
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Mr. Geo. Bush, c/o the parliament buildings, Woodcutts. I am having computer trouble now; 
red wavy lines keep appearing under my writing. To be honest that is not entirely true, some of 
the lines are green. However it does give the article some depth. (Of colour.) While in a mood 
for confession, I must say how wrong I was about the long straw of the oil seed rape (o.s.r.) 
that the Wheretheheckarewe Tribe were was pleased with. After being chopped by the 
combines and then moved during stubble cultivations, it has practically disappeared. This of 
course refers to the o.s.r. straw not the W. Tribe. The only possible result will be the need to 
add extra nitrogen fertiliser for the succeeding wheat crop. I put in the last sentence to prove I 
am an agriculturalist, or if you like an ex-farm manager. 
So far I have done the 2005 census, summed up the harvest, had the Wheretheheckarewe Tribe 
repatriated and found a new job for Mr. Bush. I expect you're saying, “Is there no end to his 
talents?” To be honest there is but unfortunately I haven’t got that much room even to start 
telling you.  
Instead we will mention the straw left after the linseed has been combined. The original reason 
for growing the linseed plant was to produce fibre by retting, which involves cutting the 
linseed or flax, they are one and the same, and then immersing the straw in water until all but 
the fibre in the stalks remained. This fibre is cleaned then spun into a thread, which is then 
woven into Linen. In Ireland today, flax (linseed) is still grown for the manufacture of linen. 
The varieties of flax have of course been changed. They are chosen today for the oil content of 
the seed and the shortness of the straw, whereas if it is grown for linen fibre production, then it 
is chosen for the length of the straw primarily, with seed oil content a secondary issue.  
Because of the very high fibre content of the straw, unlike the o.s.r. straw mentioned earlier, it 
can’t be chopped and left to break down physically. It takes years to decompose (rot down), 
and would in fact be counter productive on ensuing crops. 
This leaves us with the question, what is going to happen to those heaps that have been created 
by pushing it together, presumably it will be burnt. This way the ash is fairly readily available 
as nutrient for the next crop. If you want to try your hand at linen production, get to these 
heaps quickly before they disappear. 
  
My apologies, I don’t suppose you even realised I was gone then for a short coffee break, but if 
you did I have already apologised. Now I must go back in time to October 2003, when I wrote 
about the art of lace making here in Woodcutts. I am sorry to have to tell you that this year’s 
lace is well below standard. In fact the cabbage leaves are so badly lacerated by the attacks of 
this years large white caterpillars, that instead of a lace texture there is a resemblance to a worn 
out mop. If the 2003 ancestors could see it they would be ashamed, and possibly disown their 
descendent of 2005. 
 
Now some diary notes: 
Sat 3rd Sept. While sitting in the garden at 7.35pm. watching the sky turning greyer as the sun 
went down, Meg and I noticed the bats beginning to start to fly on their foraging expeditions. 
Suddenly we heard a horrible two toned rattle and in amongst the bats, a bird smaller than a 
kestrel but very similar in shape swooped past us in amongst the bats. I am by no means used 
to seeing nightjars, especially as we have no pine woods near by, but what else could it be. My 
money is on the nightjar; presumably one which was in the process of migration, at least that is 
what I would like to believe it was. My last definite sighting was in the west of Ireland some 
fourteen years ago. 
I know of no other bird of this size with pointed, curved, swept back wings and a long straight 
tail in flight. So please leave me with my dream, that is of course unless you know better. 
Although if I wanted to go to tropical Africa for the winter, I am not sure I’d start from 
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Woodcutts. 
Sun 4th Sept. Over the past few days of wonderful warm sunny weather, we have grown used 
to the clear skies, so as the clouds move in from the south east, with a wind gusting at some ten 
miles an hour, the time almost four in the afternoon it seems inevitable that rain is close by. At 
twenty past five the rain starts, thunder drops, the size of the individual drops bigger than I 
have seen for some time. The temperature has dropped to below 60oF, some 15oF lower than 
the same time over the past few days. There is nothing like a thunderstorm, to clear the air. 
Weds 14th Sept. We are now down to the odd red admiral on the buddleia bushes. There are 
again no swallows collecting to start on their migration to warmer climes. What have we done 
to deserve this? For the past three years we have only seen a handful swallows each summer. 
Up to then they were here in considerable numbers, collecting at the end of the summer on the 
telephone wires, before moving to south for the winter. Perhaps they have simply discovered 
that they can’t travel by telephone and take off from elsewhere. 
Now it is past bedtime and it is time to shut up shop, so I bid you all goodnight. Thank you 
once again for reading to the end and God Bless you all. 
 
Ted Cox   18.09.2005 

Car Tax Renewals 
Pre-Order Foreign Currency & 

Travellers Cheques 
On Demand Travel Insurance 

Bill Payments 
Electric Key Charging 

On-Line Personal Banking without 
charges for most Major Banks 

Payment by Debit Card for most 
Transactions 

Cash Withdrawal by Debit Card 

Tel: 01725 552241 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily 

 

Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery 
 

Groceries – Whole Foods 
 

Frozen Foods 
 

Selection of Cards 
 

Seasonal Plants 
 

Bird Nuts & Seed 
 

Flower Arranging for Special 

Sixpenny Handley Post Office & Stores 

Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in The Downsman are: 
Full page - £16; Half page - £10; Quarter page - £5 

Our book 6 and pay for only 5 insertions offer continues with the annual rates 
(6 issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 

The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers 
we currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 

680 households within the parish.  
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Chalke Plumbing 
 

Plumbing service for  
Sixpenny Handley 

 

* Bathroom suites 
* Kitchens 

* Hot Water Cylinders 
* Washing Machine Installation  

* Burst Pipes/Flooding 
* Energy Conservation Surveys 

* Showers  
* Outside Taps 

* Central heating plumbing  
* All work Guaranteed 

 

Phone:    01722 780734  
Mobile:   07732 460 258 

E-mail:    chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk 

Food 

by Karen Mallinson  
 

puddings  
dinner parties  

all kinds of cakes  
drinks parties  

freezer cooking  
or anything else you may need  

 

no request too small  
 

01725 516380 

 

Mr R A CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
Mobile 07778603559 

 
ROOM REVIEW  
INTERIOR DESIGN  

 

Susanne Harding 
BA (Hons) Interior Design  
MA Building Conservation  

 
Working in all styles -  
Modern and classic  

Projects large or small  
Private or commercial  

 
01747 811364 

 

 
 

mailto:chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk
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Some thoughts on ‘Explaining the Inexplicable’ 
 
[Come on Handley –Let’s have some real thinking!!] 
 
Questioned recently, Dr Rowan Williams tried to ‘explain the inexplicable’. “What or who exactly is 
God?” “How does faith work?” I found myself thinking about the criticism some people gave him and I 
tried to work out my own thoughts on this. Words are such an inadequate vehicle, almost always; but 
when we try to use them to open up to others our relationship with God they prove to take on the form 
of slippery eels. I decided that St Julian of Norwich (1342-1400’s) whose writings I did find quite 
wonderfully wise, has put the dilemma neatly into some simple words. 
 

“I am sure that no one can ask for mercy and grace with his whole heart, unless mercy and grace have 
already been given to him” (Think about it!) 
 

That is the problem. How can you know who God is and get to understand him if you do not first 
receive  him? In other words there is a big gap to journey across before you even begin to ask 
“meaningful” questions and it has to be a jump of willingness. Only when we truly desire to find 
someone – something – who can give us what people claim God can give do we find him. Even then, 
there may be a long journey to make before we have so completely found him that we know there are 
no more questions to ask. 
 

St Julian describes how she puzzled over God’s meaning for fifteen years: 
“From the time that it was shown I desired often to know what was our Lord’s meaning. And fifteen 
years after and more, I was answered in inward understanding, saying, ‘Would you know your Lord’s 
meaning in this? Learn it well; Love was his meaning –Who showed it to you? Love. What did he show 
you? Love. Why did he show you? For love. Hold fast to this, and you shall learn and know more about 
love, but you will never need to know or understand about anything else forever and ever? Thus did I 
learn that love was our Lord’s meaning” 
 

I have sought this love for many years (I am now 81 years wise in it) and I have felt it many times on 
many odd occasions. I give you one, which you may well have showed yourself. How often when we 
hold an injured bird in our hands and see its helpless dependence on what we are going to do next and 
at the same time we notice with a sudden vivid awareness that here in our hand are thousands of tiny, 
shaded feathers so beautifully put together that it defies all probability? We suddenly recognise that this 
is a life that has come into being –somehow – and we feel the power behind its creation – It is as if 
suddenly love lies in our hand and then leaps out to enter our heart. In supporting the bird in its distress, 
we are ourselves are supported and are also united with something that bonds us both. Love. What can 
we call it? Where are the words? Pleasant? Glorious? Emotional? None are right. This is something that 
brings into mind words such as “stillness”, “peace”. 
 

St Julian writes “The soul is immediately at one with God, when it is truly at peace in itself”…..and 
“here we seek rest in things that are so little there is no rest in them” ….and …“He showed me a little 
thing, the size of a hazelnut, in the palm of my hand, and it was as round as a ball. I looked at it with 
my mind’s eye and I thought, ‘What can this be?’ And answer came, ‘It is all that is made’ I marvelled 
that it could last, for I thought it might have crumbled to nothing, it was so small. And the answer came 
into my mind, ‘It lasts and ever shall because God loves it’. And all things have being through the love 
of God”. 
 

If you want to ask, “Well, what is a miracle and how does it happen?” I ask St Julian and have to tell 
you that the peace and healing that come to our hands as we held a piece of creation was what it is like 
to be touched by a miracle. God-willing the birds we hold will get better and live, but most certainly 
our soul will live. 
 

In a moment of “stillness” we echo the words of the psalmist: “Be still, and know that I am God”, and 
we understand the works of St John “in speaking the words of Christ,” “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock. If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he will eat 
with me”. What a meal that will be! Its one ingredient will be “Love”, and meals like this are there to 
eat every day. 
“Ah!” say Dr Rowan’s critics, “but dreadful things happen in God’s creation”. It isn’t all peace, 
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stillness and love. There is pain, hurt, injury, illness, death, betrayals. These are done to us not by God 
but by man, and by the physical and chemical laws of the universe he made for us. If we were to live 
mortal lives and experience life through our bodies he could do no more than give us a physically made 
world. Such a world must be given physical laws to obey if it is to remain stable. We must, for instance, 
obey the laws of gravity. We say that “something turned our world upside down” when bad things 
happen, but of course the world we call “earth” has not turned upside down. Its creation involved layers 
of material being laid one upon another. These layers must retain flexibility, and so they cannot be 
eternally stable: earthquakes, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, climatic change will all happen. 
Plants will grown because the moment is right for them; animals will delight in being given life and the 
ability to try to survive, but will die of age and in pain. 
 

The one eternal factor for us in all this is that we learn to survive, no matter what pain or grief comes, in 
our “inmost being”. Our years of trusting (“Do not be afraid –I am with you. I am your God –let 
nothing terrify you. I will make you strong and help you. I will protect you”); years of seeking and 
listening. (“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you saying 
‘This is the way. Walk in it’”); years of discovering that we are loved (“more than all we ask or 
imagine”). 
 

Yes, the dreadful disasters came. Yes, we lost all we had. Yes, our loved ones died or suffered, or 
betrayed us. Yet that “perfect peace” was never missing, as long as we sought it. Never! It was there as 
those we grieve for breathed a last breath, as those in dreadful danger knew their last moment to be 
rescued had gone. 
 

Those of you who insist on asking a question please stop. The answers are already there.  No! Science 
cannot explain the inexplicable! You shall know, however, that eminent scientists and mathematicians 
are among those who have “found his face”. Such are the wonderful patterns they have found in the 
world they research that they acknowledge there must be a greater presence than mortals. 
 

Finally, who was the eminent scientist (I can’t remember) who sat up in bed at his moment of dying and 
cried out “So it was true, after all!” 
 

Marie Sanders 



15 

The Downsman  October 2005 



16 

The Downsman  October 2005 

Mobile Library Schedule 
Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
 

Woodyates – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Sixpenny Handley – School  3.00 – 3.20 
Sixpenny Handley – Roebuck Inn  3.25 – 3.45 
Sixpenny Handley – Dean Lane  3.50 – 4.05 
Sixpenny Handley - Sheasby Close 4.10 – 4.30 

Oct 6 20  

Nov 3 17  

Dec 1 15 29 

Jan 12 26  
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 News 
and 
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

August saw members helping at the Flower Show and a few days later we enjoyed an 
American Evening at The Old Forge. 
At the beginning of September, 4 teams took part in the 1st round of the W.I. County Quiz. 
The evening was great fun and we wait to hear whether we have a team through to the final! 
The Speaker at our September meeting was Mrs Cox, a member of the Guild of Straw 
Craftsmen. She showed us, and we greatly admired, many framed examples of her straw 
Marquetry work. The straw varied in colour from the palest cream, to yellows, pinks and 
browns. A lot of the material she uses is foreign but the pinks came from Warminster. 
After hearing Mrs Cox’s’ brief explanation of the method used to make a straw picture,I 
don’t think I was alone in deciding that this is a craft for the very nimble fingered who have 
oodles of time and infinite patience. 
 
The skittles team were given their match dates and we wish them good luck. 
Flower of the month – Doreen Leverton’s rose 
Competition – Joint 1st Jan Gibb and Stella Symes – Marquetry objects. 
 
Dates for the diary 
Meetings held in the Village Hall, 7 30 pm. 
 
October 10th  Rev S Timbrell – Discovering Dorset 
October 19th  Autumn Council Meeting – Weymouth 
October 27th  Autumn Group Meeting – Shroton, 7.15 pm £2 
  Speaker: Mr Calland –History of the Hoare family (Stourhead) 
November 14th Miss F Mayne – A day in the life of a Probate Practitioner 
December 12th West Dorset Accordion Group – Xmas Party 
 
Maggie Staplehurst 

After the excellent paintings shown at the Flower Show, I think there may be enough 

support locally for an Art Class at the Village Hall. If there are enough people 
interested, the local Adult Education Centre may be able to arrange weekly classes, 
possibly on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons. 
 
If you are a budding, Picasso, Constable, Jackson Pollock or a complete 
beginner, please contact Maureen Smith (01725 552767) and give your name, address 
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WELLDONE 
TlLING SERVICES  

Fast, Clean & 
Efficient Service  

 
WALL AND FLOOR TILING 

UNDERTAKEN 
 

RE-GROUTING SERVICE 
OFFERED  

 

HOUSE PAINTING 
 

Telephone: 
Shaun 01725 552196 
Mobile: 07760 367626 

FARRIER 
 

John Whyatt 
Dip. WCF 

 
Reliable, Punctual 

and LOCAL 
 

Tel:  
01725 553062 
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Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish 
Parish Council 

The following planning applications have recently been examined by the Council  
 

1. 3/05/0951,21 High St. Ground floor rear extension to dining/kitchen and first floor 
rear extension to bedroom.  

2. 3/05/1083, The Droves, Dean End, Woodcutts. Two-storey extension and temporary 
siting of mobile home.  

3. 3/05/1104, Handley Common. Construction of all-weather riding surface on land 
adjacent to B3081.  

4. 3/05/1105, Pembury Cottage, Pentridge. Demolition of existing outbuilding and 
garage, construction of garden-room and garage, new drive and ancillary works.  

5. 3/05/1127, Pantiles, Common Road. Single storey dwelling.  
 
Minutes of the relevant meetings are available at the parish office, but all other detail has 
been returned to The Planning department at East Dorset District Council.  If you need 
further information on any of these applications, it is available at Furzehill. 
  

Police Community Support Unit 
 

The Community Support Unit will be visiting Sixpenny Handley at the following time 
Saturday 8th October – 9.30am to 11.00am 

Saturday 5th November – 9.30am to 11.00am 
Saturday 3rd December – 9.30am to 11.00am 

 
Freedom of Information Act 

 
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council has adopted The Model Publication 
Scheme for Local Councils.  A copy of the Scheme is available from the Clerk to the 
Council, telephone 553001.  The documents referred to in the Scheme are held by the Clerk 
and can be inspected following a written request.  Copies of the documents can be provided 
at a cost of 10 pence per A4 sheet plus postage, payable in advance. 

Parish Office 
Unit 5B 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12noon 

Phone – 552211/553001 
Email – 

Clerk’s Corner. 
Clerk still under instruction and learning! 
 
The Trafalgar Way. 
The plaque commemorating Lt Lapenotierre’s epic journey along what is now to be known 
as The Trafalgar Way was unveiled on the 25th August at Woodyates by the Chairman of 
East Dorset District Council.  The event was a resounding success and congratulations are 
due to Councillor Richard Ferguson, his wife, Mary and his team of Parish Councillors.  
Richard and Mary made available a field for parking, a paddock for speeches, their barn for 
a reception and they coordinated the entire event. 
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PARISH PLAN FOR SIXPENNY HANDLEY WITH PENTRIDGE. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

We are being encouraged by higher authority to decide how we would like our Parish 
to progress and to develop in the years to come.  The village envelope and planning 
permissions are part of this development, but we should beware becoming bogged 
down with these alone and failing to make progress on other matters of importance.  
Inevitably there will be trade-off and we should try to remain open-minded.  The plan 
may take eighteen months to two years to produce.  The procedure should include the 
development of a concept, the production of a draft and then the final document, with 
consultation at each stage.  The time-scale should not be open-ended and ideally a ten-
year view should be taken. 
 
This may be an extremely good time to consider our future.  Although it was London 
that was successful with its Olympic bid for 2012, Dorset will host much of the water-
sports and already Central Government is considering the County’s infrastructure.  If 
we can get our act together, our input could be to our advantage. 
Can we get a plan together before Central Government goes firm on its own ideas for 
our area?  How could we benefit at the time of The Games?  How would development 
in the next seven years benefit the parish when The Games are done and dusted? 
 
Your views are important and may not be limited to the few topics below.  Please feel 
free to suggest other topics that you feel to be relevant at the Annual Parish Meeting 
(now on Monday 17th October), or to the Steering Group which should be formed 
shortly. The Steering Group will then correlate your opinions and report in The 
Downsman. 
 
1.   Communications. 

a. How would we like to see A354 improved? 
b. What chance of our bypass?    

      c. How should B3081 be improved?       
      d. Car parking? 
 
2.   Development. 

a. Housing   i    within the envelope? 
                  ii    in an extended envelope?                            

      b. Light Industry i.    is there any requirement? 
                                                ii    where? 
                                                iii   what effect might it have on employment?   
      How might this be a lever to sort out sewage flooding in Dean Lane? 
 
3.   Village Infrastructure. 
      a. Village Hall  i      should it be extended? 
                                                ii     improve facility and usage? 
                                                iii    how? 
      b. Pavilion           
 
4.   Facilities. 
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      a.         Sports field 
      b.         Recreation ground 
      c.         Children’s play area 
      d.         Village pond 
      e.         What chance a water point in the churchyard for those tending plants? 

 
5.   Emergency Procedures. 
We are extremely lucky that we live in an area relatively free from obvious risks.  There is 
no reason why a lightning strike, air-crash, or terrorist attack should affect the parish any 
more than any other grid reference within the UK.  With regard to flooding, our problem is 
one of public health and some property damage rather than immediate risk to life and limb.  
However, in the event of a problem, the emergency services like to have an RV well clear 
of the incident site (village?) to muster their vehicles to be called forward as required.  They 
also like car parks designated for emergency personnel who make their own way to the 
scene, for press and TV and other interested personnel.  These are thought necessary in 
order to keep access clear for emergency vehicles.  Any suggestions, or volunteers? 
 
This should be a Parish Plan, not a Parish Council Plan.  The Parish Council will become 
involved and assist at each stage and, indeed, the Parish Council will represent on behalf of 
the Parish, where necessary and possible. 
 
Volunteers are required to form a Steering Group; ideally a cross-section of the population 
and interest groups would each produce a representative.  A referendum, or a plebiscite, 
may be required at the draft stage. 
 
Can you help?  Are you interested?  Do you care?  
 
Christopher Snape; Clerk to the Parish Council 
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News from the Troop 
Summer Camp 2005 

 
Here is our diary of our week in Wales…………. 

 
Saturday 
The time had finally arrived and we were off on our way to Summer Camp 2005. This year the venue 
for camp was Llangattock, a small village north of Abergavenny at the foothills of the Brecon Beacon 
National Park. The mini bus was packed on Friday night so that we could hit the road early and get to 
the camp site. 
 
The journey seemed to go really quickly and in no time at all we were passing over the Severn Crossing 
and into Wales – and no, it wasn’t raining like everyone said it would when you visit Cymru! Our little 
convoy of vehicles turned right at Newport, passed Monmouth and we were nearly there. Once at the 
farm it was straight to the field and on with putting our tents up. Rob told us that these would be our 
home for the week and that they had to be put up just right, otherwise it would get a bit soggy inside 
when it rained or even blow away in the wind. We had been practising putting the tents up at the 
Scout  Hut before we went away on camp, so it was easy and we got it right first time. Still, no time for 
resting.  The marquee, gazeboes, store tents and the kitchen had to be erected before we could even 
think about taking a break.  
 
By now it was time for Tea and Jack and Ben took charge of the kitchen and cooked us all sausages, 
beans and mash.  After all the travelling and setting up of camp it was an early night to get some rest, 
ready for a week packed full of adventurous activities.  
 
Sunday 
Today’s main activity was going to be mountain boarding. After practise we all piled in the minibus and 
made our way to the Green Man Mountain Board Centre near Brecon. It is at this centre that they hold 
the Welsh round of the National Mountain Board Championships and today we were going to learn how 
to ride a mountain board and also get a go on the championship course.   
 
Before we were allowed anywhere near the boards we all had to put on elbow, knee and wrists guards 

and a crash helmet – we were all going to test this safety gear 
very soon! Chris, the instructor, then showed us the basic 
moves that we needed to know to get down the slope. First we 
all learnt how to turn the board left and then right. Then we 
learnt how to stop (and yes it does mean sliding on your 
bottom!) and then how to stop the board when you are going 
really fast.  
 
After the lesson we were allowed loose on the slope. We all 
started slowly at first, then gradually made our way further up 
the slope.  Those that were feeling more adventurous tried 
jumping off ramps and turning the boards 180 degrees whilst 
in the air. Some of us had shown to Chris that we were good 

enough to ride the Championship Slope. To get to the top we had to climb into a trailer with our boards 
and we were then towed to the top of the hill. The course was nearly 800 meters long, and just after 
the start there was a small jump then onto the steepest and fastest part of the course, then into the 
longer grass, under the tree and hopefully over the finish line in one piece.  
 
After all the mountain boarding everyone was completely shattered. It was back to the campsite and 
time to chill out, practise some juggling and get some rest ready for tomorrow’s activities.       
 
Monday 
Today’s activity was mountain biking. To get a really good ride we had to travel 1 hour to Builth Wells. 
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We picked the bikes up from the hire shop and drove to the mountains. Stuart and John, the leaders 
for the ride, split us into two groups, those who wanted to get wet and muddy and those who wanted 
to get really wet and really muddy!  
 
Once we set the bikes up properly we started the gentle climb into the mountains.  We had been 
cycling for about 30 minutes before we made it to the first stop, a large lake half way up the mountain. 
Just a short break to have a drink of water and for the two groups to split. The rest of the ride was 
fantastic, the group that wanted to get really muddy made it right up to the top of the mountain and 
the view was just amazing. Then came the fun part of descending the mountain, sometimes the slope 
was so steep the brakes could hardly stop you. The track then changed from grass to a partially dried 
streambed and then to a path so narrow that the brambles and branches touched your arms and legs 
on both sides. Sometimes it looked too narrow to get through. Both groups met at the bottom of the 
mountain, some Scouts still had some energy left so they climbed the mountain again on their bike (a 
slope of 1 in 4 in places) and did the ride all over again!   
 
It was then back to the minibus and back to the campsite. Just about everyone was asleep by the time 
we made it back to camp.  
 
Tuesday 
After two days of activities on the mountains, today we were going inside the mountains to explore the 
cave system above LLangattock.  Many of us thought that it was going to be a nice walk through some 
caves, but we quickly realised that it was going to be a lot more serious than that. We had to change 
into overalls, and into wellies because we were warned that we would be getting wet. Then we were all 
given a caving helmet and head torch, this was definitely not going to be like Wookey Hole.  
 
To get to the entrance of the cave we had to hike about 1 mile. 
Then the instructor, Ian, stopped us and said that we were 
there. Nobody could see how we were going to get into the 
caves as there did not appear to be any entrances in the side of 
the mountain. Then Ian pointed to a hole that was about 70 
centimetres high and wide, this was what we had to squeeze 
through to get into the caves. Once we squeezed through the 
tiny hole the cave opened up and was at least ten meters high 
and twenty meters long. Ian showed all of us how to work the 
torch on our helmet. Then he demonstrated how to crawl on 
our stomachs because we were going to go into some really 
tight spaces. The first ‘squeeze’ as Ian called it, meant lying 
down and because it was so tight the only way you could move was by crabbing sideways and pushing 
with your toes to move you along. The squeeze was about 8 meters long.  Once at the end you had to 
twist your body head first through a tiny hole, about shoulder width, and then the cave opened up 
again.  Once we had all made it through the squeeze, Ian asked us to sit down around the edge of the 
cave, he then asked everyone to turn their head torch off. You could not see anything. Ian explained 
that this was what it was like for people that use to work in mines, particularly the small children that 
had to open and close the doors in the mine shaft. Ian then lit one candle, it was amazing how much 
light the candle gave off after we had become used to the complete darkness. Ian then explained that 
this is how the first people that explored the caves a hundred years ago would have found their way in 
the darkness.  We spent about 3 hours in the caves exploring lots of different squeezes but the best bit 
was saved for last. To get out of the caves we had to crawl on our bellies down a very narrow hole, 
then through a puddle of water and then back up, through a small waterfall and finally out into the 
open air.           
 
A lot of us said that we had been scared at some point during the expedition, but were really proud 
that we had got all the way through the caves and helped one another when we got stuck! Again back 
to camp to dry off, warm up and share stories of our heroic day in the mountains. 
 
Wednesday 
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After the hectic previous three days of mountain boarding, mountain biking and caving we decided that 
we should have a quiet day to recharge our batteries. It was not all restful; we did go for a swim in 
Abergavenny and a quick walk around the town. Then back at camp plenty of games of frisbee and 
practising our juggling again in the unexpected sun of the afternoon. 
 
Then in the evening we had a barbecue and some of Claire’s family and friends visited the campsite to 
celebrate her birthday.   
 
Thursday 
After the peace and quiet of Wednesday we were ready for the most strenuous day on camp, a canoe 
expedition down the River Wye. We launched our canoes and kayaks into the river at Holly Bush Farm. 
We practised ‘rafting up’.  This is when all the canoes line up together and you hold onto the boat next 
to you. We then practised turning and paddling backwards and once the instructors were happy that 
everyone could control their canoe, we headed down the river.   
 
The instructor showed how different parts of the river flowed at different speeds and how you 
controlled the canoe if the water was flowing fast. It was then time for the first rapid. We all got over it 
easily and were raring to try the next. After canoeing for about two hours we came to a large beach in 
the river and a small island. This is where we stopped and had our lunch. Before carrying on the 
expedition we had some time to play some games in the river. The first was called ‘gunnel bobbing’ 
and meant standing up in the canoe and bouncing it up and down to move it along the river. The 
instructor then challenged us to see how many people we could get into one canoe, we managed 10 
and a half (it capsized as the 11th tried to get in!!!). We then carried on with the expedition down the 
river. The final rapids were definitely the fastest and the hardest to negotiate, we all made it through.  
Well, nearly – Chris managed to get his canoe well and truly stuck on a rock and needed to be helped 
off. 
 
We finished the expedition by landing the canoes just outside Hay on Wye, 
completely shattered again but feeling great for yet another day of adventure. 
 
Friday 
Today was our last full day on the campsite and meant that we had to start 
getting ready to pack up. The weather was really good so we decided to pack 
up most of the tents in the morning whilst they were dry. 
 
After packing the tents away we headed into Abergavenny for one last 
afternoon of shopping and the last chance to buy some presents for family at 
home. 
 
In the evening it was the traditional fish and chips that we always have on the 
last night of camp and a chance to think about the favourite things that we did on camp. We all voted 
for the Scout that was the most helpful during the week and it was decided that Martin was the most 
helpful. The Leaders then decided on the Scout that had been the best behaved and most helpful 
during the camp and they decided that Nick was the one who had impressed them most. 
 
It was then off to bed and our last night of sleeping under canvas. 
 
Saturday 
The week had gone quickly and now it was time to pack the camp that had been home for seven days. 
We managed to squeeze all the equipment and belongings back into the minibus and start the journey 
back to Handley.   
 
We had a brilliant time on Summer Camp and now we are back at the Scout Hut. Time to start 
planning our night hike in October and then for our Summer Camp 2006, Guernsey hopefully!!!! 
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Endorse It in Dorset – what was that all about? 
You may have seen the posters around the village, or read the reviews on the BBC website and in the 
Salisbury Journal, or even made it to ‘Endorse It In Dorset’ yourself, but what exactly was it? 
 
‘Endorse It In Dorset’ was a festival organised by a private company. The land and Scout Hut were 
used to host the festival and the Scout Group benefited through the selling of discounted tickets to the 
local community. In total, the Scout Groups involvement with ‘Endorse It In Dorset’ meant that nearly 
£2000 was raised for group funds and a donation will also be made to the Village Hall. This fundraising 

A free advice service at Sixpenny Handley Doctors' Surgery  
If you have something on your mind, which could be resolved with expert help, bring your 
question to the Citizens Advice Bureau Adviser, now working out of Sixpenny Handley 
doctor's Surgery.  
The CAB adviser gives confidential, impartial and independent advice. You can talk about 
family and personal issues, debt, benefit employment, housing, consumer and neighbourhood 
issues. Or any other subject you need help with. Advisers help fill out forms, write letters, 
negotiate with creditors, housing associations, district councils and others. 

Appointments on Tuesdays. Please telephone 01725 552500 

100 Club Winners – July 
 

1st  Mr R Jermyn         2nd  Mrs J Weston         3rd  Mrs J Mayne 
 

100 Club Winners – August 
 

1st  G Jesse           2nd  D Rideout            3rd  G Burke 
 

If anyone would like to join the Club or know more about it, please contact 
Carole Wyatt on 01725 552572 
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 IAN HARRIS MIPRE  
 

Tel: 01747 870822 
Mobile: 07850 530782  

 

I'm happy to advise on your old TV/Video/Hi-fi 
or assist with setting up new electronic equipment. 
I can advise on purchasing or provide quotes for 
insurance companies. Call me, your local expert. 

The 
Sixpenny 
Handley 
Spring 

Flower Show  
will be held 
on Saturday  

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR BATHROOM OR 
MAYBE FIT A NEW SHOWER? – THEN WHY NOT VISIT 
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What a pleasure it has been to enjoy a summer of 
entertainment for members of Sixpenny Handley 
Parish and others and to see something actually 
going on for the youth. A great night of 
‘Pronghorn’ ‘Deadplants’ in the village hall in 

July followed by the Endorse it in Dorset Festival (comments I have heard “the best festival I have been 
to in years” “very safe and friendly atmosphere”) I would love to endorse these comments. With 
Larmer Tree Festival and the Great Dorset Steam Fair, what a great choice of entertainment throughout 
the summer. 
 

I would like to thank everyone involved in putting these events on and long may it continue. 
 

Yours sincerely, J A Coombes 
 
I write in 'defence' of Stephen Judd, who, since the Minister of Agriculture suggested small farms 
should 'diversify' in order to make a living when prices got so low, for 28 years has run a well 
maintained, clean, quiet and popular Family Camp Site at Church Farm, safe for children to play and 
many other people frequently visit because it is quiet.  
It has all essential amenities i.e. water, electricity and good toilet facilities. Emergency phone available 
at the office. All permits necessary are obtained, health and safety rules strictly adhered to. Regular 
inspections carried out. AA rated and Tourist Board Inspected.  
Stephen has lived and worked on the Farm all his 'LIFE' except for school years, and like his father 
before him, has always given help around the village when needed. Recently he applied for planning 
permission to change the use of the barn, in order to improve facilities for CAMPERS, since then he 
has been victimised by certain people with anonymous leaflets circulating around the Village, carrying 
nothing but malicious lies and rumours, inciting people to write letters of protest, many did, without 
taking the trouble to find out for themselves exactly what was happening!  
The site is 'NOT' a HOLIDAY CAMP or HOLIDAY PARK as alleged on the leaflets; a CAMPSITE is 
where people bring their own Caravans and Tents, have an allocated pitch, come and go as they please 
and do not require ENTERTAINMENT, there is no LOUD MUSIC OR DISCOS blaring all day as was 
alleged, and no MOTOR CYCLE rallies also alleged, motor cyclists do sometimes come to stay or visit 
friends already here that is NO CRIME and they don't cause disturbance. Unlike Village Youths with 
noisy machines, who go roaring along the Footpaths - which is illegal, then getting on to the Campsite, 
trespassing and trying to create as much disturbance as possible, the footpaths run around the outside of 
the campsite. Other trouble has been caused by Vandals wrecking Caravans and doing damage to New 
Toilets as soon as they were opened! The culprits should be caught and made to pay for the damage!  
For ONE WEEK during the year, there is more noise that usual when the Country and Western Club 
meets for their annual rally. They cause no trouble and always respect their surroundings. They have 
'live music' inside a huge marquee, their 'noisy events' i.e. Bank Raids and Shootouts are organised not 
to coincide with Church Services. They visit the SHOPS and Pub so bringing Trade to the Village, and 
have always been welcomed in the past and have donated to Village Charities!  
And now the latest abuse - a 'Busy Body' from the Parish and totally unconnected with the business or 
that land, had the AUDACITY to EVICT legitimate Campers from the place they had put their Tent! 
Telling them they were not welcome in the Village - how despicable can people get!! Did he think they 
were going to stay and build a House there!!  
It used to be said that Handley was a very friendly Village - now it seems someone wants to change 
that! And they call themselves Christians!!  
Doesn't modern Christianity include CAMPING HOLIDAY MAKERS?!!  
I make NO APOLOGY for this, it needed to be said.  
Winifred Judd  
 
I would like to thank and congratulate L.G.O. the organisers of the Endorse in Dorset festival, and the 
many local volunteers who contributed to the running of this years event, for a highly enjoyable, and 
efficiently staged weekend. 
Against much adversity, all concerned succeeded in staging an ‘Old Style’ music festival, refreshingly 
free of the corporate trappings so prevalent in most of today’s similar organised events. 
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As a ‘native’ of Handley and a festival ‘pilgrim’ of some twenty years standing, I felt proud to be 
associated with such a well organised and good natured venture. It was a delight to see so many of 
Handley’s youth (both of years and frame of mind!) enjoying themselves amongst the myriad of folks, 
attending from all over the country. 
So once again, well done all! For a monumental effort and thanks to the people of Sixpenny Handley 
for their continued support, proving to the narrow minded few opposed  to anything new, that this can 
be a problem free, annual event, that the community can be proud of. 
Long may the Endorse it in Dorset Festival live and thrive. 
See you at the front next year! 
Robin Budden (a.k.a. Big Rob)  
 
 
Thank you from Sporting Chance  
On Sunday 17th July we held our 9th Sporting event for people with learning disabilities at Bryanston 
School Blandford.  
This year was bigger and better than any yet with 450 competitors including a team from Romania. 
These young people; with their carer; arrived three days before and left two days after the event.  
Sixpenny Handley pulled out all the stops and helped in so many different ways.  
Some people stayed at our house but unfortunately we didn't have room for everyone. I just mentioned 
this, and suddenly everything was resolved with Elizabeth and Michael Brodie opening their home and 
their hearts to our guests. A huge challenge brilliantly executed. Everything from yummy cream teas to 
a delicious dinner party where Romanians and the entire support team were looked after not only by 
Elizabeth and Michael but also two lovely waitresses, Alice Lyons and Rachel Sykes, both of whom 
gave up their evening to pander to our every whim.  
Thank you from all of us, but most of all on behalf of The Romanian guests for whom this was a unique 
and very wonderful experience.  
The support team involved people from Birmingham, London, Italy and all over the region and some 
were very local. This meant that they needed places to stay, some for the whole 6 days and some just 
for the weekend of Sporting Chance. Steve from Italy, stayed at Town Farm Bungalow and loved it, 
insisting on a re-run next year.  
Unfortunately we ran out of rooms at 2 Town Farm House and our neighbours, Maureen and Lional 
came to our rescue. Thank you so much, Ranulf and Amanda loved staying with you and you saved our 
lives (even if we did take them to the wrong house).  
Lots of you participated in the planning or actually on the .day of Sporting Chance. The stars of the 
show had to be ‘The Sixpenny Handley Line Dancers' who were making their first public appearance. 
They were all so relaxed and full of fun that many of our participants joined in and demanded more. 
They kindly obliged and this on the hottest day in the year! Perfect and thank you.  
For David and I the very special part of this years games, was having the Romanians with us, and to see 
how much they enjoyed competing on the day.  
The last time I saw these young people was in the year 2000 in the ‘Comins Spital' an institute for 
mentally handicapped children in Transylvania, Romania. These children were living in completely 
inhuman and degrading conditions with no light, love or hope. Amazingly 18 months ago they were 
finally rescued and re-housed in small family homes by the charity Hope and Homes for Children. This 
miraculous achievement was the result of years of extremely hard and delicate work conducted by the 
charity. As if this wasn't enough these young people were able, only 18 months later to be with us here 
in Sixpenny Handley from where they went sailing, sight seeing, picnicking, visiting schools and even 
found time to compete in the games and win some medals.  
I would never have thought this to be a possibility when I first saw them in that wretched place 5 years 
ago.  
Thank you all for helping to make it possible.  
If anyone would like to support Sporting Chance in any way next year please contact: 
Maureen or David on 552492.  
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ROBS COLUMN 
 

You’re having a laugh. “The Future” 
 
Being English is: 
Driving in a German car to an Irish pub for a Belgian beer, grabbing an Indian curry or a 
Turkish kebab on the way home, to sit on Swedish furniture and watch American shows on a 
Japanese TV……………..And the most English thing of all, suspicion of anything foreign. 

DEATH OF NELSON (So they say) 
 
Lord Nelson, though man as man can be 
suffered from hay fever, even at sea. 
 
The French knew this and that is why 
They attacked when the pollen count was 
high. 
 
Midst the heat and the dust and the cannon 
smoke 
The allergy struck – he started to choke. 
 
In the noonday sun on the Spanish seas 
He let go one almighty sneeze 
 
 

 
Then sneezed from the fo’c’s’le to the stern 
(Some folks’ll never learn) 
 
His good eye streaming in a wheezing fit 
When a musket ball scored a direct hit 
 
I never believed that ‘Kissme’ stuff 
From the lips of an English man, heroic and 
tough 
 
As he sneezed his last he was misheard to say 
‘Bless me, Hardy’ then passed away. 
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MONEY STORY – Told to me by a local man 
 
When you save it yer a miser 
Spend it yer a fool 
You get locked up if you thief it 
When you die you’ve got to leave it 
So what’s the use of money after all? 
 
LYN’S PHILOSOPHY ON LIFE – local person again 
 
Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely, in an attractive and well 
preserved body, 
But rather to skid in side-ways – Champagne in hand, chocolate covered strawberries in the other, body 
thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming ‘Woo Hoo what a ride!’ 
 

********** 
PS: I have just heard from Creature Comforts and I have not got through for the voice overs but I will 
still enjoy watching. They are on for 12 weeks from 30th October and I thought I would make a good 
slimy slug – Don’t you? 
 
REPORT ON THE SCHOOL REUNION - Saturday 23rd July 2005. 
 
Posters were printed, it was announced on the radio, adverts were put in papers etc. All known ex-
pupils were asked to pass the word on. 
The event was open to any person who attended the school since it was opened 1873 – 2005. and for 
local people interested in their village. 
The Headmistress, Mrs Latchem, had the school open in the afternoon for viewing past, present and 
future. 
Many School Governors helped out as well and we 
would like to thank you all for your help. The hall 
opened at 2 pm and stayed open until the last person 
left. 
We had asked for any old photos (village or school) 
and the response was fantastic. Mrs Judd put on a 
display of cloths worn around the 1940-50’s and 
other displays were on show. 
People started to arrive by 2 pm, so we were hopeful 
of a good day. 
Many had travelled from all over the country, as far 
away as Buckingham, London, Wales, Cornwall, 
Devon. 
Cream teas were on sale mid afternoon and a modest charge was made, as it was not a profit making 
event. 
A draw was held, 12 prizes were kindly donated. The hall was buzzing with people. At 5 pm the school 
bell was rung, after thanking everyone for coming. 
A minutes silence was held in memory of those who had died. At 6 pm the BBQ was lit. The day was 
still going well with lots of people stopping for the evening; also more people came in the evening. 
 
The joy of seeing old school chums, seeing each other after 20, 30, 40 years was memorable. The 
stories they could tell, good and bad, what they got u p to in the old days (Remember in my column in 
the last Downsman ‘Nostalgia’ – that’s what it’s all about. Lots of people talked about how the school 
had moved on. Times have changed. Technology of today unbelievable, the photo’s etc in the hall of 
village life (Fashion and buildings – roads, events etc) 
A few stories emerged. Photos not seen before or were lost, were ordered. 
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A family reunion between two people who lost contact for 36 years. 
Two ex London refugees came back. A lady who had lost a daughter through illness found a photo of 
her; she was unable to purchase it in the 1950’s so a copy was made for her. 
A register was put in the entrance of the hall, to sign in. Around 280 plus pupils and friends came. 
The evening lasted till 10 pm and then they didn’t want to go. 
The day proved a great success –so well done to – Liz, Josie, Pauline, Mary, Nora and all the many 
helpers. 
So see you all in another 50 years for a repeat performance. 
(A profit of £556 was made. A donation to the hall of £278 and to the school - £278.) 
 
Rob 

 

Supported by Dorset County Council Social Services Committee. 
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it, 

within the Cranborne Chase villages. 
In the form of :- 

• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate contribution 
from the user of 45p per mile, to cover petrol costs. 

• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound. 
• Dog walking. 
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. 

"Have we missed you", or can you suggest anyone.  
If you would like to attend the Monthly Day Centre please contact us. 

 

And weekly Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the 
Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley. 

Thursday mornings 10:15am -11:45am. 
So come along and make new friends. 

CCF interest groups include Book & Music Groups 
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends, 

Please contact CCF co-ordinator, on 01725 552097. 
We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 

that the CCF covers - please phone to find out more. 
Will people who want to use the volunteer car drivers 

please give as much notice as possible 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 
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Village Hall News 
Hello Again  
 
July and August have been rather quite at the Hall with just a few activities keeping the place 
ticking over. But checking the diary for the next three months things are going to be pretty 
hectic the hall is well booked up to Christmas. We have not had any windows broken since the 
middle of July if it goes on like this we shall start a repair programme. Fingers crossed.  
Yet again I have to make changes to the advertised programme. The Dorset Food Film Festival 
scheduled for 24th Oct will now NOT take place. The show is coming to the CCF to 
demonstrate some old time cooking and I do not think that they will want to visit Handley 
twice. This event has been replaced with a film show on the 20th Oct. However the Dorset 
Food Film Festival can be seen at Tarrant Keyneston Village Hall on Tues 25th Oct.  
 
The autumn programme now reads like this: 
14th Oct  200 years Trafalgar Celebrations (Tim Laycock one of the members of the New 
 Scorpion Band) tells the story how Dorset was involved and re-creates life on 
 board HMS Victory It looks good. Tickets are now on sale Price £5  
20th Oct  Film Show GOOD WOMAN (PG)  
 New adaptation of Oscar Wilde's “Lady Windermere's Fan” set on the Amalfi 
 coast in the 20s/30s. Great cast: Helen Hunt as the scheming seductress with 
 Scarlet Johanssen and Tom Wilkinson. I hope you will like it  
 Tickets are £4 Bring a cushion  
22nd Oct  Robs Auction. Usual format. Bring your goodies in the morning, view in the 
 afternoon, selling early evening. Book Stall, Bric-a-Brac available all day. 
 Refreshments and Draw.  
28th Oct  Horse Racing with CCF. See next page for details. 
12th Nov  Jumble Sale  
9th Dec  Film Show and Christmas Draw. Millions (12A) A group of kids find a bag full of 
 money. 
4th Jan  Forest Forge Pantomime (Tom Thumb)  
 
I am sorry I had to change things around - best laid plans of mice and men etc. I hope you 
enjoy the shows. Hope to see you all there.  
Gordon Oxford, Chairman 

St Mary’s Church 
 

Christmas Bonanza – Saturday 3rd 

 12 noon – 4pm 
 

Father Christmas, Helen’s Magic Show, stalls and games, Childrens 
Fancy Dress, Light lunches, Teas 
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

WILLOW WEAVING 
PLANT SUPPORTS 

 
Spend a day learning how to make 
wigwams for climbers, supports for 
perennial plants and small hurdles.  

Taught by Richard Kerwood of 
Windrush Willow 

 
Friday, 18th November 2005 

At 
Manor House, Stratford Tony, 

Salisbury, SP5 4AT 
10 am to 4 pm 

 
Cost: £50 to include coffee, lunch, and 

all materials.   
Take home what you have made 

 
Telephone Lucinda Cookson for more 

details and to check availability 
01722 718 496 

e-mail:  lucindacookson@care4free.net 

mailto:lucindacookson@care4free.net
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Eat according to your blood group 
 
Blood is life itself, not only does it supply the complex delivery and defence systems that are necessary 
for our very existence, it provides the keystone for humanity - a looking glass through which we can 
trace our evolutionary journey. Over the last four decades discoveries in biological markers such as 
blood type have enabled experts to map the movements and groupings of our ancestors and how they 
adapted to changing climates, germs and diets and we can learn from this information by adapting our 
diet to our blood group.  
As our ancestors moved around and were forced to adapt their diet to changing conditions, adaptations 
resulted in the digestive tract and immune system that were necessary to survival and to allow our 
ancestors to thrive in new situations. These changes are reflected in the development of the blood 
groups, which appear to have arrived at critical junctures of development.  
Type 0 is the oldest blood group. As they migrated to other areas and had to make lifestyle changes, 
Types A and Type B are no more than 15,000 to 25,000 years old and Type AB is the most recent 
blood group, appearing 1,500 to 2,500 years ago.  
Type 0 -the oldest and most basic blood group, the survivor at the top of the food chain, with a strong 
immune system.  
Type A - the first immigrants, forced by necessity of migration to adapt to a more agrarian diet and 
lifestyle.  
Type B - adapting to new climates and mingling of populations, represent nature's quest for a more 
balanced force between tensions of the mind and demands of the immune system.  
Type AB - the offspring of a rare merger of the tolerant Type A and formerly barbaric, but more 
balanced Type B.  
Our ancestors left each of us a special legacy, imprinted in our blood types. This legacy exists 
permanently in the nucleus of each cell. This should help each of us to understand that blood type has 
always been the driving force behind human survival and the importance that our diet is the correct one 
for each of us individually according to our blood group.  
 
Antigens  
Nature has endowed our immune systems with very sophisticated methods to determine if a substance 
in the body is foreign or not. Antigens are chemical markers in every cell of our body, one of the most 
powerful antigens in your body determines your blood group, different blood group antigens are so 
sensitive that when operating correctly are the immune system's greatest security system. Each blood 
group possesses a different antigen with its own special chemical structure. Therefore blood Type A has 
Type B antibodies that would reject Type B; therefore Type A could not receive a transfusion of type B 
blood. Type B has A antibodies that would reject Type A. Type AB has no antibodies and could accept 
blood from any other group but, because it has both A and B antigens, it would be rejected by all other 
blood groups except AB. Type 0 has no antigens but carries anti-A and anti-B  
antibodies therefore blood from types A, B and AB would be rejected. Also taken into account are 
whether your blood type is positive or negative although these variations are relatively insignificant 
when it comes to diet.  
The 'anti-other-blood-type' antibodies are the strongest antibodies in our immune  
system and their ability to 'clump' together the blood cells of an opposing blood type is so powerful and 
appear after birth reaching most adult levels by the age of 4 months. It has been discovered that many 
foods agglutinate the cells of certain blood types (in a way similar to rejection) but not others meaning 
that a food which may be harmful to the cells of one blood type may be beneficial to the cells of 
another blood type; many of these foods have A-like or B-like characteristics.  
 
Lectins  
A chemical reaction occurs between your blood and the foods you eat, this reaction is part of your 
genetic inheritance - even today in the 21st century your immune and digestive systems still maintain a 
favouritism for foods that your blood type ancestors ate. We know this because a factor called lectins, 
abundant and diverse proteins found in your foods have 'clumping' (agglutinating) properties that affect 
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your blood. Lectins are a powerful way for organisms to attach themselves to other organisms in nature, 
lots of germs; even your own immune system uses this 'super-glue' to their benefit. Our liver's bile 
ducts have lectins on their surfaces to help them snatch up bacteria and parasites. Bacteria and other 
microbes have lectins on their surfaces as well so they can attach to the mucus linings of the body, often 
lectins used by viruses or bacteria can be blood type specific making them more difficult to avoid for a 
person with a particular blood type.  
Lectins are also in food. When you eat a food containing protein lectins that are incompatible with your 
blood type antigen, the lectins target an organ or bodily system (kidney, liver, brain, stomach, etc) and 
begin to agglutinate blood cells in that area. Many food lectins have characteristics that are close 
enough to a certain blood type antigen to make it an enemy to another, for example, milk has B-like 
qualities; if a person with Type A blood drinks milk, their system will immediately start the 
agglutination process in order to reject it. Once the lectin protein settles somewhere in your body, it 
literally has a magnetic effect on the cells in that region causing the cells to clump together and they are 
targeted for destruction as if they were foreign invaders; this clumping can cause irritable bowel 
syndrome in the intestines, cirrhosis of the liver, or block the flow of blood through the kidneys to name 
just a few of the effects.  
Fortunately most lectins found in the diet are not quite so life-threatening although they can cause a 
variety of other problems. Especially if they are specific to a particular blood type. For the most part 
our immune systems protect us from lectins but at least 5% of the lectins in the food we eat are filtered 
into the blood stream where they react with and destroy red and white blood cells. The action of lectins 
on the digestive tract are even more powerful there they often create a violent inflammation of the 
sensitive mucus of the intestines, and this agglutinative action may mimic food allergies. Even a minute 
quantity of a lectin is capable of agglutinating a huge number of cells if the particular blood type is 
reactive. All lectins are widely abundant in pulses, seafood, grains and vegetables; the key is to avoid 
the lectins that agglutinate your particular cells- determined by your blood type. Lectins can even 
aggravate nerve tissue hence eating according to your blood type may mean you will avoid any 
allergies, this may be important in the treatment of nervous disorders such as hyperactivity or 
schizophrenia. Lentil lectins have been proved to cause arthritis as do some vegetables that belong to 
the 'nightshade' family such as tomatoes, aubergines and white potatoes- nightshade family vegetables 
are very high in lectins.  
Food lectins also interact with the surface receptors of the body's white blood cells programming them 
to multiply rapidly, these lectins are called mitogens. They do not clump the blood by gluing cells 
together; they merely attach themselves in much the same way as fleas on a dog. At first a GP might 
suspect leukaemia due to extraordinarily high white blood cell count, but it may be that the individual 
has had contact with mitogens.  
 
How to detect your harmful lectins  
Harmful lectins can be detected in our urine, and are measured by a simple test called the Indican Scale 
which measures bowel putrefaction. When the bowel and liver don't metabolise proteins properly, they 
produce toxic by-products called indols which are shown on the Indican Scale test. If you avoid foods 
containing toxic lectin proteins that do not metabolise properly in your system your Indican Scale will 
be low, similarly, if you consume foods that are high in indigestible lectins, your Indican Scale will be 
high meaning that you have a high carcinogenity of substances in your body. Indigestible lectins 
multiply the toxic effect by 90 times - only two weeks following the Blood Group Diet will see a 
significant drop of over 50% in toxic lectins. How do you get an Indican Scale test? Most commercial 
laboratories  
perform it, and conventional medicine has used it for the last 50 years! Ask your GP to perform it!  
 
If you want to know more about the correct diet for your blood type than give me a call and make an appointment.  
Sheila Ralph M.H., BSYA(N.Th.), (Irid,), Ad. C.M.A.), (I.H.)  
Mater Herbalist, Nutritional Therapy, Iridology, Acupressure & Tui'na and Indian Head Massage Practitioner.  
Sheila has her practice at her home in Sixpenny Handley and at The Centre for Complementary Health Care in 
Blandford. For an appointment or for further information telephone or leave a message on 01725 552265 
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FARNHAM FARM HOUSE 
Luxury Bed & Breakfast 

with 

SARPENELA 
Natural Therapies Centre / Day Spa 

 

visit us for a treatment 
spend the day or simply stay 

  

Bed & Breakfast: 
Tel: 01725 516254      e-mail: info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 

Web site:   www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 
Therapies: 

Tel: 01725 516942       e-mail: sarpenela@btopenworld.com 
Web site:   www.sarpenela.com 

mailto:info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
http://www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
mailto:sarpenela@btopenworld.com
http://www.sarpenela.com
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SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 

 

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 
S.R.P. 

 
Chartered and State Registered 

Physiotherapist 
 

Treatment for 
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 

Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 
 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

Home Visits and Evening 
Appointments 

 
Telephone: 01725 552518 

PATRICK 
ROSE 

 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 
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Whist at The Village Hall 
2005-2006 Competition 

 

On a warm September evening the 2005-2006 Whist 
Competition got under way with a well supported 
drive that witnessed nine tables in play.  Perhaps it 

was the languid weather conditions, or a general feeling of laisser-faire, that resulted in a 
low scoring evening at the end of which 170 proved to be the best, this total being returned 
by Mary Braithwaite.  Sylvia Thorne and Doris Day each carded 169, but Sylvia’s 12th hand 
score of 9 bettered Doris’s by 4 and this secured her second place overall.  Nora Davis (167) 
and Sam Poolman (166) took 4th and 5th spots respectively, while Ruby Jacobs (165 plus 9), 
Arthur Alabaster (165 plus 6) and Doris Gibson (164) rounded off the principal prize 
winners. 
Seven players returned scores of 160 and over, a dozen handed in cards with values between 
150 and 159, while eight finished in the 140s.  Dora Scammell, who took third place in 
Division 2 of last year’s competition, returned 141, thus establishing the absentee score for 
the remainder of this season’s contest which, as outlined in the last issue of The Downsman 
will feature but a single division.  Thus, regardless of when they start their challenge for the 
top prize of £20, new players joining the competition will automatically have a ‘141’ 
credited against their names for the rounds missed. 
 

Bridge.  During recent weeks an average of three tables have been in play and on the 
9th of August a ‘Round Robin’ (for want of a better term) was played and at the end of 12 
deals Chris Napier emerged with the highest individual score of 1,080 with John Davis and 
Tony Groves returning 980 apiece.  Basically, the procedure for playing a ‘Round Robin’ is 
set by a table playing 4 hands, after which the partnerships total their scores.  Then, north 
changes places with east and a further 4 deals are played and the scores are totalled.  
Finally, west changes places with north for the last 4 hands. To illustrate the outcome of 
such a competition, the individual scores returned by the 12 players involved were as 
follows: 
 
Chris Napier 390 240 450 = 1,080 
Tony Groves 440   90 450 = 980 
John Davis 220 310 450 = 980 
Julie Trickey 440 310 150 = 900 
Gerald Trickey 330 210 270 = 810 
Trish Chorley 250   50 450 = 750 
Andrew Chorley 230 180 270 = 680 
Maxine Keech 330 180 160 = 670 
Tim Stevens 250 240 110 = 600 
Nora Davis 230 210 160 = 600 
Peter Martin 390   50 110 = 550 
Eric Turner 220   90 150 = 460 
 
A simplified version of pairs is also played, from time to time (Trish Chorley and Eric 
Turner and John Davis partnering Julie Trickey being victorious pairings in two of the most 
recent events), with 50 points being awarded for part scores and 100 for game calls bid and 
made. 
 

Bill Chorley 
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY  
TENNIS CLUB 

 
Wednesday morning tennis coaching, under the 

direction of Roni Peck, has resumed. The format of two sessions has been retained; for 
further details, please contact Roni on 01258 840505, or 07747 842700 (mobile). 
The Annual General Meeting of the Tennis Club will take place at the Sports Pavilion on 
Thursday evening, October 20th, commencing at 7.30 p.m.  In addition to receiving the 
various reports, the AGM offers the ideal opportunity for any club member to put forward 
his/her view, or suggestions, as the future running of the club. 
 
Bill Chorley 
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For more information phone 
Hilary 01725 552866  Becky 01725 552545 

Jill 01725 552159 or Maureen 01725 552561 
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Private Fred Card (3/7907) 
1st Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment 

 
Life, in the summer of 1916, for the British soldiers facing their German counterparts from 
the dubious protection of their trenches on the Western Front was ever thwart with danger.  
Even during the comparatively quiet periods your average infantry battalion could expect 
to suffer in the region of thirty men killed or wounded every four weeks that they were in 
the line, while a similar number would be lost to sickness for living conditions along the 
entire front were not conducive to good health.  Barely tolerable in summer, or when the 
weather was fine, the trenches in winter and at all times during prolonged periods of rain 
were indescribably awful.  Where clay soil predominated the entire system, front line, 
support and reserve, all linked by communication trenches, became one huge area of 
slippery glutinous mud which during times of attack became a death warrant for many a 
wounded soldier desperately trying to seek aid in the rear casualty clearing sections.   
 
To emphasise more fully the dreadful conditions that so often prevailed, a cavalryman* 
who found himself on the Somme in the summer of 1916, was moved to write in his diary 
that the mud varied in depth from six inches to six feet and the clinging slush of mud and 
water that gathered on the roads and tracks immediately behind the forward trenches, 
frequently pitted by a myriad of unseen shells holes, was usually eighteen inches deep, 
thus seriously impeding both horse and man in any progress.  Furthermore, for those 
unfortunate enough to be in the line at times of inclement weather their time was spent 
living in an almost perpetual state of damp clothing and bone numbing cold.  Thus, in such 
conditions, the entire process of getting troops from the rear areas to the front line, an 
exercise repeated with monotonous certainty ever four to eight days, was a hazardous 
undertaking. 
 
These were the conditions that would be the norm for what remained of Private Card’s 
life.  A bricklayer by profession, married and at 35 years of age much older than the 
majority of his contemporaries, Fred had completed his initial training with the home 
based 3rd Battalion and though I am not able to say precisely when he arrived in France it 
is almost certain that he was just one of the many from the 3rd Battalion drafted out to 
maintain the fighting strength of the 1st Battalion which had been on the Western Front 
since the earliest days of the war. 
 
Since the turn of the year the 1st Battalion had been assigned to the 14th Brigade of the 32nd 
Division and by May was helping to hold the line near the village of Authuille. For the 
men of the 1st the countryside around them was not dissimilar to that left behind in their 
native west country, and particularly so for those who hailed from Wiltshire and Dorset for 
this sector of the Somme was dominated by chalk down land which supported a profusion 
of small hamlets nestling in the wooded valleys through which meandered the gentle 
waters of the Ancre.  In time of peace a more tranquil setting would be hard to imagine, 
but now the landscape was pitted with the scars of war though, as yet, not devastated 
beyond recognition.  The most noticeable signs were the trench systems which in their 
construction threw up unsightly crusts of chalk and it was in one such area of spoil and 
barbed wire a mile or so north of Authille and close to Thiepval Wood that a snap 
bombardment fell on the Dorsets during the 8th of May.  Then, as the shell fire lifted their 
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trenches were rushed by an enemy raiding party and in the fierce hand-to-hand combat 
that followed 19 year old 2nd Lieutenant Vere Talbot Bayly and a dozen of his men died.  
Such violent encounters were commonplace and as the opening day of the Somme 
offensive drew ever closer both sides maintained these dangerous practices in order to 
gather intelligence.  Thus, in the second half of June the Dorsets came under increasing 
pressure as they served their stint in the line.  On the 16th, privates House and Lammie 
were killed, while three days later Lance-Corporal Willison and Private Jenkins fell and 
within 24-hours of their deaths the names of Fred Card, J. H. Hallett and C. H. Loader 
were added to the growing list of fatalities being sustained by the 1st Battalion. 
 
In total, 23 of the 435 identified graves (a further 40 or so plots contain the remains of 
unknown soldiers) in Authuille Military Cemetery are the last resting places for men of the 
1st Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment, all having made the supreme sacrifice ahead of the 
battle proper which commenced on the 1st of July, 1916. 
 
*  These paraphrased remarks have been taken from The Imperial War Museum Book of 
the Somme by Malcolm Brown which I thoroughly recommend to all who have an interest 
in the Great War.   
 
Bill Chorley 
 
Postscript.  The text of this profile shows Fred Card to have been a builder, the 1901 
Census recording him as residing at Milford Within, a parish on the north side of 
Salisbury.  The same Census records his father’s profession as being that of a builder and 
his place of birth as Sixpenny Handley, though in 1901 he, too, was living at Milford 
Within.  This tradition of building was passed down to Fred’s son and into the next 
generation where to this day Martin Card is a familiar figure about the village and a 
respected craftsman within the building fraternity. 
 
Prior to the issue of the last Downsman, I was contacted by Mrs Eva Rogers (whose 
attention had been drawn to my profile of Private Edwin Hobbs by her sister Mrs Hilda 
Randall) and informed that the Reverend A. R. Turing Bruce retired to Verwood.  
However, his years spent away from the church that he served so loyally were brief and 
following his death on the 18th of February, 1952, his body was brought back to the village 
and interred to the left of the main entrance into St. Mary’s.  The stone bordering his grave 
is inscribed with his date of birth, 19th of May, 1873 while on the opposite side to this 
inscription are details of his wife, Dorothy Elizabeth, who passed away on the 11th of June, 
1952, nine days after her 73rd birthday and less than four months after the loss of her 
beloved husband.  At the foot of the stone are the words, ‘Loving greatly they were dearly 
loved’.   
 
It is also appropriate to record that Eva and Hilda’s father, Mr. Harry Rimen served with 
great distinction in the Great War, soldiering with the Dorsetshire Regiment and being 
very severely wounded. 
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Poppy Appeal 2005 
 

Bill Chorley, after many years, has passed the batten of Honorary Appeal Organiser over to me.  His 
dedication to the cause and effective administration will be a very difficult act to follow but I will do 
my best with your help. 
 
The Royal British Legion is the UK’s leading charity, spending over £50 million a year, providing 
financial, social and emotional support to millions who have served and are currently serving in the 
Armed Forces, and their dependants.  The Poppy Appeal is the major source of funds for the Legion. In 
spite of living in a ‘Welfare State’, the state does not cover all the special needs of ex-service men and 
women and their families.  
 
When collecting, I have often found that it is the elderly, and frequently the least able, and who 
experienced the horrors of the 2nd World War, that give most generously.  Thus I particularly appeal to 
the generosity of younger generations, who may have had less contact with service life and the 
privations this often causes.  The need for support is still great, and alas indeed growing, with so many 
of our service men and women and indeed our reserves, who never expected to fight, involved in armed 
conflict in so many theatres.  Would you like to take their place?  I expect not.  
 
So do give generously when you have the opportunity.  This year’s collections should take place from 
the 29th of October until the 12th of November 2005. 
 
Paul Skinner, Honorary Appeals Organiser 

MINI SOCCER 
 
We now have a Handley 
Sports Mini Soccer team. 
Our very first game was 
played on the 18th Sep and 
although we lost, it was a 
very encouraging and 
enjoyable start against much 
more experienced opposition 
from Blandford.  
If there are any budding 
Beckhams out there who are 
under 9 years old and would 
like to join us contact Adam 
Day on 01258 452481.  
We would like to thank the 
local people and Friends 
Provident who made 
donations to help us get 
started, and Maidment & 
Carter Ltd, the local builders, for their generous sponsorship.  
 

Our next home fixture is on the 9th Oct; we would welcome support at any of our games.  
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Craft Furniture Polishing 
 

• Stripping 
• Repolishing 
• Repair 
• Restoration 
undertaken on all types of furniture 

 

Recommended by Ercol Furniture 
Over 30 years experience 

 

An interesting selection of respectfully 
restored furniture for sale. 

 
Please contact  Keith Jobes on 

01425 655277 for any enquiries 
 

Or visit the workshop at Ashford 
Works, Ashford Road, 

Fordingbridge 

J. A. COOMBES 
 

PLASTERING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
Experienced in  

Modern Plastering and 
Traditional Lime Mortars 

 
 

Sixpenny Handley 
Phone Jason on: 
07776 467 390 
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club  
By the time you read this the end of the outdoor season will have 
passed us by and some of the bowlers will be reflecting on the 
summer just past and if they managed to enjoy the bowling then 
they will be already looking forward to next year when they start 
again in April.  
In the meantime what have they to look forward to? There is the 

Annual Presentation Luncheon at the Crown Hotel in Blandford on Sunday December 11th. 
There is the Christmas edition of the popular Quiz Night in the Village Hall on November 
26th.  
 
Those who play Short Mat Bowls there will be twice weekly sessions in the Village Hall 
mostly on Tuesday Evenings and Sunday afternoons. There are one or two Wednesday 
evenings also. Those who are interested and have been selected will be taking part in the 
Blackmore Vale League Matches on other days as well. Get a list from Pat Oxford if you do 
not already have one. Two internal Competition Matches are still outstanding at this time i.e. 
the Ladies Final and also the Fours Competition Finals.  
Now the news about Bowling- The Club were successful in winning the Westbrook League 
which is the triples League which consists of mixed gender players, with four rinks in play.  
Members will be attending the Presentation Evening for this at the Devonshire Road Club in 
Salisbury in October. Congratulations and thanks to all the players who supported Captain Jean 
to achieve such a wonderful result.  
The Dorset Men's League did not achieve winning status but finished a creditable runners-up 
position in their first year in Division Three.  
Members are also reminded that the Annual General Meeting will be held in November at a 
date to be fixed shortly when nominations for positions in the club will be decided and also 
other matters of policy etc. will be discussed.  
And lastly a BIG THANK YOU to all those who helped, purchased and donated things for 
sale and supported in other ways our Grand Jumble Sale event on September 17th. We expect 

You can join the Bowls Club at any time of the year  
New Members are required and are always welcome  

You can play outside or inside  
Gives you gentle winter exercise  

THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB 
 

The Chase Garden Club meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm 
lectures, slides, garden visits etc.  

For more information phone  
Peter and Sue Evans 01725 552270  

or Gill Carter on 01725 552030. 
 

Meeting dates: 



51 

The Downsman  October 2005 



52 

The Downsman  October 2005 

 

DON’T FORGET WHATS ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

 Oct-05 Whist at the Village Hall 42 
Oct-06 Chase Community Friends 34 
Oct-06 Mobile Library Visits 16 
Oct-08 Police Support Unit Visit 19 
Oct-09 Harvest Festival 04 
Oct-09 Mini Soccer Home Match 48 
Oct-10 W I Meeting 17 
Oct-11 Flu Clinic Sixpenny Handley  23 
Oct-12 Flu Clinic Broad Chalke 23 
Oct-12 Open Meeting re Camp Site 04 
Oct-13 Chase Community Friends 34 
Oct-14 Trafalgar Celebrations  35 
Oct-17 Annual Parish Meeting 29 
Oct-18 Flu Clinic Sixpenny Handley  23 
Oct-19 Flu Clinic Broad Chalke 23 
Oct-19 W I Annual Council Meeting 17 
Oct-19 Whist at the Village Hall 42 
Oct-20 Chase Community Friends 34 
Oct-20 Mobile Library Visits 16 
Oct-20 Tennis Club AGM 43 
Oct-20 Village Hall Film Show 35 
Oct-22 Rob's Auction 35 
Oct-25 Flu Clinic Sixpenny Handley  23 
Oct-26 Flu Clinic Broad Chalke 23 
Oct-27 Chase Community Friends 34 
Oct-27 Chase Garden Club 50 

Oct-27 W I Autumn Group Meeting 17 

Oct-28 CCF Horse Racing 36 

Nov-02 Whist at the Village Hall 42 

Nov-03 Chase Community Friends 34 

Nov-03 Mobile Library Visits 16 

Nov-05 Fireworks Spectacular 51 

Nov-05 Police Support Unit Visit 19 


