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Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 
All your contributions to....... 

Alan Vincent, 5 The Parsonage, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5QJ 
Telephone – 01725 552788 

E-mail: downsman@sixpennyhandley.org  

The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the 
1st February 2006 

Copy Deadline is 20th January 2006 

Your District Councillor Pauline Bailey-Wright will be holding her surgeries from  
6.30 p.m. until 7.30 p.m. at the Parish Office, before the Full Parish Council Meeting. 

Please come along and meet her. 
Watch notice boards for dates of next meetings.  

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and do not necessarily 
reflect the opionons held by the Editor or Members of The Parish Council. 

How would you like to be a magazine editor 
 
Now’s your chance, not only to move into media, but also to help your community. 
 
After nine years of editing The Downsman, I have regretfully decided, because of other 
commitments next year, to give up the post. We are therefore looking for somebody to take 
on the mantel and to continue the development of this popular magazine. 
 

What’s involved? 
 
You will need some computer expertise, with access to some form of document publishing 
software (I use Publisher 97), a document scanner, a bit of organisation and the 
preparedness to commit about 20 hours to the task every two months. 
You even get to make your comments on any issue raised. 
 
If you are interested, but want to know more, why not give me a ring (07985 774201) to 
talk it through or call in at the Parish Office and leave your name and phone number. 
 
I have agreed to produce the next two issues (February and April), ideally in conjunction 
with my replacement, so you will not get thrown in the deep end straight away. 
 
You don’t need experience, I had none when I started, just enthusiasm for the project. 
 

Apply now!!! 

mailto:downsman@sixpennyhandley.org
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News from The Troop 
 

This is what we have been up to recently……. 
 
 
Night Hike 

15 Scouts took part in a night hike in October. We left the Scout hut at 10pm and followed 
footpaths all around the village. We walked a total of 12 miles and finally made it back to 
the hut at 3.30am on the Sunday morning somewhat quieter than when we set off. Not 
surprisingly everyone went to bed very quickly and all had to be woken up at 9am to be 
picked up and taken home for a very lazy day! 
 

Fireworks 
Thank you to all those that helped with this years Firework Spectacular. Particular thanks 
must go to Steve Judd who allowed the use of his land for the display, to Chris, Bronia and 
the team at the shop and to all at Clarke the Butchers for doing such a great job selling 
tickets in advance. Also thanks to Chettle Timber for supplying us with lots of wood for the 
fire. The support of people from Handley and surrounding villages was superb and it was 
fantastic to see so many people enjoying themselves.  See you there next year! 
 

Remembrance Day 
For this years’ Remembrance Day there were 5 Cubs and 20 Scouts on parade. The 
pavement in front of the memorial was filled with green Scouting uniforms as the minute 
silence was observed.  Thanks to all Cubs and Scouts that managed to attend, and to look so 

  

Are you a Champion? 
 

Do you need a new focus? 
 

Do you need help and support to start again? 
 

Are you confused about who to ask for advice? 
 

Do you want to 
learn new skills? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FREE 7 week course starting in January 2006 

 
 

Sixpenny Handley 
 

Tuesdays 9.30 – 12.30 
 

24th Jan, 31st Jan, 7th Feb, 21st Feb, 28th Feb, 7th Mar, 14th Mar 
 

 
 
 

For more information contact: 
Bea Collis, Project Manager, Learning Matters 

Tel. 01202 847609 
wimaecollisb@dorsetadulted.info 

www.learningchampions.info 

mailto:wimaecollisb@dorsetadulted.info
http://www.learningchampions.info
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club 
 
 

Not much activity to report by the Bowls Club at the moment. The main activity is in the 
Short Mat Leagues. Both teams are showing an improvement on last year and have some 
league points to show for their efforts. The Sixpenny Handley named team are doing better 
than the Tanners at the moment. The Tanners are reluctant to win away from Home which 
could eventually be their downfall. This makes both teams in about half way position in the 
league although other teams have played more games. So really not too bad We shall have 
to see how they are fixed at Christmas which is about the half way mark of the season.  
 
The Club held their Annual General Meeting on Nov. 14th and the following members were 
elected to office as follows :-  
 President -  Patrick Taylor  
 Deputy President -  Gordon Oxford  
 Secretary -  Brian Hansford  
 Club Captain -  Tony Groves  
 Vice Captain -  Colin Chambers  
 Ladies Captain -  Patricia Oxford  
 Treasurer -  Brian Hansford  
 Fixture Secretary -  Jean Maidment  
 Fixture Secretary Shortmat -  Sarah Churchill  
 Social Secretary -  Val. Martin  
 Committee -  Derry Goddard: Angus Macleod / Gordon Martin.  
 
 Appointments-  
 Groundsman Supervisors -  Tony Groves & Angus Macleod. 
 Village Hall Representative -  Colin Chambers.  
 
In the 2006 outdoor season the Club will be entering the Dorset Men's League Div. 3 and 
the Westbrook Mixed Triples League. The Secretary also mentioned the Monday afternoon 
Ladies North Dorset League and it was agreed The Ladies Captain would have at look at 
that  
Coming up shortly will be the Christmas Quiz Night on November 26th, the Annual 
Presentation Luncheon at the Crown Hotel in Blandford on December 11th and the Short 
Mat players will be competing for their Christmas Hamper on December 4th at the Village 
Hall  

Despite the attendance at our Annual General Meeting of 35 Members we 
are still in need of more. 

You can join the Bowls Club at any time of the year  
New Members are required and are always welcome  

You can play outside or inside  
Gives you gentle winter exercise  

Telephone the Secretary on 552468 for more information  
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Craft Furniture Polishing 
 

• Stripping 
• Repolishing 
• Repair 
• Restoration 
undertaken on all types of furniture 

 

Recommended by Ercol Furniture 
Over 30 years experience 

 

An interesting selection of respectfully 
restored furniture for sale. 

 
Please contact  Keith Jobes on 

01425 655277 for any enquiries 
 

Or visit the workshop at Ashford 
Works, Ashford Road, 

Fordingbridge 

J. A. COOMBES 
 

PLASTERING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
Experienced in  

Modern Plastering and 
Traditional Lime Mortars 

 
 

Sixpenny Handley 
Phone Jason on: 
07776 467 390 
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Poppy Appeal 2005 
 
This year’s Poppy Appeal throughout the parish of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge raised 
the excellent sum of £1,422.40, an increase of over 12% on last year.  On behalf of the 
Royal British Legion I must thank all those who gave so generously, for the hard work put 
in by the collectors and the businesses that helped out by allowing static collection points.  
An excellent effort by all involved. 
 
For me it was a pleasure making the rounds for, without exception, I met no one who 
showed any reluctance to contribute.  All were most welcoming and supportive.  It shows 
that the parish does have a warm and generous spirit and it is a privilege to live among you. 
 
Paul Skinner.  Honorary Appeals Organiser 

Jaydon Barry who received Man of 
the Match for an outstanding 
performance and James Hunter 
goalscorer in Handley Sports Under 
9s First Win of the season 
 
Can You Bend It Like Beckham, 
Dribble Like Rooney, Score Like 
Owen then why not come along if 
you are aged between 8 and 9, 
Saturday mornings 10:30am till 
Midday at Handley Recreation 
Ground. 
For more details call Adam Day on 
01258 452481. 
 

Next fixtures at home are: 
4th Dec  v Blandford Terras 11th Dec  v Okeford United 
15th Jan  v Milborne St Andrew 29th Jan  v Piddle Valley Pumas 
 

Handley Sports Under 9s - Mini Soccer 

THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB 
 

The Chase Garden Club meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm 
lectures, slides, garden visits etc.  

For more information phone  
Peter and Sue Evans 01725 552270  

or Gill Carter on 01725 552030. 
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Mr and Mrs R Medcalf 
would like to wish the residents of 

Handley Park,  
and their many friends  
in Sixpenny Handley,  

a Very Happy Christmas and  
a Prosperous New Year. 
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Corporal Maurice George Messer (9153) 
1st Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

 
Had he survived the terrible years of the Great War, Corporal Maurice George Messer of A 
Company, 1st Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment would have been entitled to have referred to 
himself as an ‘Old Contemptible’, a title bestowed on the soldiers of the regular army that 
arrived in France in mid-August 1914 and whom were referred to by the German Kaiser as 
General French’s contemptible little army.  Born in 1892, Maurice George Messer became a 
regular soldier, enlisting with the Wiltshire at Tidworth and, as his record of service shows, 
he had risen to the rank of corporal before Britain’s formal declaration of war against 
Germany on August 4th.  On the 22nd day of that same month, Corporal Messer disembarked 
from a troop transport vessel at Le Havre, joining his battalion, resting at Chartres, on 
September 5th.  His arrival, in the company of Captain Reynolds of the 3rd Battalion, 
Wiltshire Regiment, marked the occasion of the first reinforcement to the 1st Battalion and 
of the 89 rank and file that came with Captain Reynolds, 82, including Messer, were 
immediately assigned to A Company.  It will be recalled from my first profile (see the 
August 2004         edition of The Downsman) that the 1st Battalion had sustained very heavy 
casualties in the Battle of Le Cateau on August 26th, a day in which the British 
Expeditionary Force sustained 7,812* soldiers either killed, wounded or missing. 
   Over the next few exhausting weeks, George Messer participated in the pursuit of the now 
retreating enemy before accompanying the 1st Battalion to their new area of operations west
-south-west of Lille and took part in the desperate fighting to deny the Germans access to 
the channel ports.  A flavour of what was taking place can be gained from reading my 
profile in the October 2004 issue of The Downsman concerning Private Phillips and in 
particular to my remarks concerning an engagement on October 21st with German infantry 
trying to exploit a break through the British lines in the vicinity of Haplegarde.  For 
Corporal Messer the day ended in agony for at the height of the fighting he fell wounded 
with a bullet through his left thigh, though the diary entry for the 21st makes no reference to 
casualties sustained: 
 
‘Wednesday.  Enemy broke through the right of the Bde, but the Battn held on to its line.  
The line was still broken at dark, ordered to entrench a new position before Haplegarde.  B 
Coy moved off to commence digging.  Battn attacked about 6 p.m. and successfully beat off 
the enemy.’ 
 
‘Thursday.  Enemy re-attacked fiercely about 2.30 a.m. and, surrounded our right (D Coy), 
the latter still held on.  Attack beaten off about 3.30 a.m.  At 4.10 a.m. the Battn withdrew 
and took up a new position SE from Haplegarde.  Got into position just after daylight.  
Trenches very heavily shelled all day.  The Germans lit ricks in rear of our lines and 
prevented our putting up wire entanglements.’ 
 
Evacuated immediately to Ambers in the care of 9th Field Ambulance, George Messer was 
transferred to the 11th General Hospital at Boulogne where between the 5th of November and 
the 18th of December, 1914, he continued his recovery before being discharged to an 
Infantry Base Depot at Rouen.  It is not known if he was able to take any leave at home but 
on the 16th of January, 1915, a Saturday, he rejoined his unit at Kemmel in the Ypres 
salient, the diarist noting: 
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‘Saturday.  A quiet day, a farm just in rear of Battn HQ took fire, and the enemy put some 
shrapnel over, presumably at the smoke.  Relieved about 7 p.m. by 5th Fusiliers. 2 men 
killed, 1 man wounded.  Returned to billets at Locre.  Draft of 99 joined Battn.’ 
 
For the next eighteen months, Corporal Messer would have endured the full misery of the 
Western Front battlefield, much of his time being spent in the shell torn landscape of the 
Ypres salient where he would have taken part in the Second Battle of Ypres.  For the 1st 
Battalion this action, which commenced on Thursday the 22nd of April, 1915, was spent in 
trenches in the vicinity of Elzenwalle, interspersed with brief periods out of line at 
Dickebusche.  A perusal of unit diaries indicates that very heavy fighting took place around 
them though casualties to the battalion were light and it was not until the 5th of May that the 
diarist reports the death from sniper fire of Lance Corporal James Angell.  The next day 2nd 
Lieutenant Walter Elvin Scott fell; mortally wounded (his second Christian name is 
incorrectly reported in the diary as Alfred).  Along with Lance Corporal Angell he is buried 
in Voormezeele Enclosure No. 3 cemetery. 
   And so for George Messer the months passed by until the summer of 1916, when he found 
himself on the Somme.  The 1st Battalion did not participate in that awful first day of battle 
(1st July, 1916) and it was not until the 4th of July, that serious action commenced and with 
it the first casualties.  Fighting in an area known as the Leipzig Salient one soldier was 
killed and eleven were wounded, this light total being eclipsed the following day when 20 
men died, 22 were reported missing (a further two were listed as missing believed killed) 
and 158 wounded, some very severely.  So far, it seems, all deaths had been confined to the 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, but on the 6th, the Battalion’s Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Walter Sidney Brown was killed in action, as was Captain 
Arthur Hoare Hales.  Several other officers were wounded and 24 hours later during a day 
of close quarter fighting no less than 219 men of the 1st Battalion became casualties.  
Amongst the officers who perished that day was Captain Robert Leavitt Knubley who was 
critically wounded after going forward at the height of a sustained enemy bombardment to 
supervise operations that were in the hands of two junior officers.  That night, totally 
exhausted, the survivors withdrew from the forward trenches to the rear area where, on the 
22nd, a draft of 111 other ranks arrived to help fill the depleted ranks.  Even the rest areas 
were no safe haven; on the 12th, ten days prior to replacements arriving, a shell fell in D 
Company lines killing one man and injuring three others. 
   By the 24th of July, reasonably refreshed, the 1st Battalion was back in the trenches, this 
time near Hamel and it was here, two days later, that Corporal George Messer collapsed 
along with nineteen others as a result of a sustained gas attack.  Evacuated to a casualty 
clearing station near Louvencourt his life slipped away that same day. He now lies in the 
nearby military cemetery where many of the 230 identified graves are the visible tributes to 
those who fell in this terrible conflict. 
  
*This figure is reported on page 84 of Malcolm Brown’s The Imperial War Museum Book 
of 1914 – The Men Who Went To War. 
 
Bill Chorley 
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For more information phone 
Hilary 01725 552866  Becky 01725 552545 

Jill 01725 552159 or Maureen 01725 552561 
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Whist at The Village Hall 
2005-2006 Competition 

 
It is with much sorrow that I report the death of one 
of our stalwart members, Sylvia Day, invariably 
known to us as ‘Sylv’.  For as long as I have been 

playing whist at the Village Hall, Sylv has rarely been absent from the tables (indeed, scores 
of 156 and 167 in this present competition had taken Sylv into a challenging 8th place 
overall) where her countenance has invariably been one of gracious good cheer, whatever 
the hand of cards that she had been dealt to play.  All who attend Sixpenny Handley Whist 
extend their sincere and heartfelt condolences to Sylv’s husband Sid, daughters Jacqueline 
and Julia and to all her numerous friends and relatives. 
Let me continue by reporting a coincidence.  The opening round in the 2005-2006 contest 
attracted a top of 170 while the lowest score card returned was marked with a 141, nine 
table being in play. Round two, also with nine tables in contest, and played on the 21st of 
September, finished with precisely the same result!  Since then normal service has been 
resumed with swings ranging between 174 (achieved by Betty White during the course of 
the third round) and a couple of 133s.  Thus, as at the time of preparing this column, and 
after five rounds of competitive play, Mary Braithwaite is in first place with an aggregate 
score of 800, closely followed by Arthur Alabaster and Fred Denham sharing 798 and 
Marge Poolman on 795.  Until the fifth round, Sam Poolman had scored consistently well to 
head the table but a lowly 133 demoted him to seventh overall, 12 points behind the new 
leader.  To date two 13 trick partnerships have been achieved; Peter Braithwaite and Doreen 
Leverton returned a maximum in the fourth round and this was repeated during round five 
by Fred Denham and Marge Poolman.  What is immediately apparent, the decision to keep 
every player in contention for the top prize of £20 is working well as both Doreen Leverton 
(786) and Chris Haskell (785) are currently in the first ten places despite being marked with 
a ‘141’ following their absence from the opening drive.  Presently, 46 players are aiming to 
be at the head of the table when the competition closes next May and though Ted Meaden is 
in 46th place, 75 points adrift of the present leader, with 12 rounds of the contest remaining 
Ted is almost certain to make inroads into this margin of difference. 
 

Bridge.  Excellent support for the Tuesday afternoon sessions at the Sports Pavilion 
continues and though rubber bridge tends to dominate, a simplified version of pairs play 
takes place from time to time.  At the conclusion of a 12-deal game featuring seven pairings 
on the 11th of October, Sheila Bradley and Nora Davis came out top with a score of 1,170 
points despite a near disastrous middle game spell when they notched up a mere 80 points 
from their 4 hands.  Four pairings broke the 900 points barrier; Peter Martin and Tim 
Stevens finishing a mere 10 points short of a 1,000; Tony Groves and Julie Trickey making 
970; Gillian Wadge and Maxine Keech scoring 910 (this pairing had been in the lead after 4 
deals) and John Davis and Gerald Trickey returning 900.  Meanwhile, the following 
evening at Tollard Royal a three pairings event resulted in Doug Haskell and Andrew 
Chorley emerging as the victors with 1,480 points after scoring a vital extra trick on the last 
play of the 12th hand to head Helen Goodwin and Bill Chorley by a mere 20 points.  Had the 
defence (Sally David and Bill Lucas - the latter deputising for Eric Turner) been able to 
hold declarer, Doug, to his 2 spade contract, then Helen and Bill would have won by 10 
points but despite some well thought out card play by the defenders it was not to be and 
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Doug was a worthy winner by squeezing out that additional trick. 
   In conclusion may I draw attention to one of the finest bridge books published to date.  
Written by Andrew Robson, The Times bridge correspondent, it is titled Bridge – Common 
Mistakes & How to Avoid Them.  In hardback and at a very affordable price of £9.99 it 
really is a superb book which will not only help the less experienced bridge player but will 
also satisfy all of us who enjoy playing what, in essence, is a very sociable card game.  
Available on-line from www.timesonline.co.uk/booksfirst or from any bookshop. 
 
Bill Chorley 

LOOK  
 LEARN  

 
 
 
 

 
1st SIXPENNY HANDLEY RAINBOWS  

HAVE BEGUN!  
 

Our first meeting was 7th November with 9 girls attending.  
Work towards the Rainbow's first badge is already underway.  

Lots of fun and interesting activities are planned for the future.  
 
Rainbows is for girls aged 5 to 7 years and is the first stage of the 
journey in Girlguiding UK.  
 
Thank you to the parents involved and all their support so far.  
 
We welcome keen adult helpers and/or Guides and Scouts looking to 
becoming a young leader. If interested please telephone (01725) 
553160 and ask for Hazel Wright 
(Unit Leader).  
 
 

LAUGH  

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/booksfirst
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SUMMERLOCK 
UPHOLSTERY 

 
Church Farm Workshop 

Sixpenny Handley 
SALISBURY 

 

Tel: 01725 552333         Fax: 01725 552333 
 

FOR 
 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
 

CURTAINS 
Loose Covers 

 
 

VERTICAL & VENETIAN 
BLINDS 

Carpets Supplied & Fitted 

 

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., 
S.R.P. 

 
Chartered and State Registered 

Physiotherapist 
 

Treatment for 
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck 

Pain, Arthritis, Headaches 
 

Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice, 
Massage 

Home Visits and Evening 
Appointments 

 
Telephone: 01725 552518 

PATRICK 
ROSE 

 

QUALITY PAINTER  
AND DECORATOR 

 
Free quotes & advice 

Fully insured 
 

TEL: 01725 552872 
 

MOB: 07989 373735 



18 

The Downsman  December 2005 

FARNHAM FARM HOUSE 
Luxury Bed & Breakfast 

with 

SARPENELA 
Natural Therapies Centre / Day Spa 

 

visit us for a treatment 
spend the day or simply stay 

  

Bed & Breakfast: 
Tel: 01725 516254      e-mail: info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 

Web site:   www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 
Therapies: 

Tel: 01725 516942       e-mail: sarpenela@btopenworld.com 
Web site:   www.sarpenela.com 

mailto:info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
http://www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
mailto:sarpenela@btopenworld.com
http://www.sarpenela.com
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PROTECT YOURSELF FROM FLU THIS WINTER 
 
Worried about bird flu - don't be, but do think about taking some sensible precautions to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from influenza and colds this winter.  
It is the start of the flu season and by now you should be thinking about how to avoid contagious 
airborne viruses that can lead to flu and colds and how to prevent spreading the virus. Viruses are 
spread by tiny droplets when people sneeze or cough but can also be spread when the droplets are 
carried on your hands. Sometimes flu can lead to secondary infections such as bronchitis, 
pneumonia and ear, tonsil and throat infections, croup, and even heart and brain inflammation, 
although these last two are not common. Children can develop febrile convulsions if they have a 
high fever; the elderly and those who have diabetes, kidney, lung and chronic heart disease, or those 
with poor immune systems may develop severe or life threatening complications. Flu vaccination is 
advisable for those who are at risk, but for some people this is not advisable for instance if they have 
allergies to eggs and chickens, but taking a naturopathic point of view, frequent vaccination can 
weaken the function of the immune system, which may ultimately lead to ill health and serious 
illnesses, it is important to know that there are other choices without the side effects of conventional 
flu vaccines.  
Many precautions you can take are probably the most obvious ones such as  

• keep well away from anyone with a virus infection and keep your environment well 
ventilated  

• at the first sign of infection ventilate your room well but keep warm, drink plenty of fluids 
and take things easy  

• start taking your chosen remedy immediately  
• do not go to work until you are completely recovered  
• wash your hands regularly, especially if you touch anything that may have germs on such as 

soiled handkerchiefs, pre-packed food containers, toilet seats and flushers, door handles, 
work surfaces etc.,  

• ensure that all drinking utensils and cutlery are properly washed at high water temperatures 
and disinfected  

• wash all fresh foods thoroughly before eating  
 
and probably the best preventative measure we can all take is  

• always cover your nose and mouth if you sneeze or cough, either with a handkerchief or, in 
an emergency with your hand, remembering that your hand will now have germs on it that 
can be passed on - so wash your hands!. How many times when you are out and about do 
people sneeze all over you? Worse even, sneeze or cough directly in your face - it certainly 
happens to me a lot! And I have certainly noticed people sneezing and coughing all over the 
food displayed in supermarkets and open air markets. If you are my age and older you will 
probably remember that old Government advertising slogan 'coughs and sneezes spread 
diseases', so let's all try and remember that one especially with the threat of a bird flu 
pandemic. Parents, please tell your children about this simple preventative measure!  

 
On the dietary side, ensure that you eat plenty of fresh fruits and vegetables daily and cut back on 
dairy produce which causes excess mucous build up and congestion in the body; wherever there is 
excess mucous in the body is a potential site for viruses to collect and cause infection. Avoid all 
forms of alcohol while you have a virus infection as alcohol dilates the small blood vessels and 
makes the nose and sinuses feel stuffed up.  

• Ensure that you drink at least 2-3 litres of either filtered or bottled water daily, increasing 
this amount if you have a virus infection or fever - this will ensure that the virus is flushed 
out of the body quickly and that mucous congestion is reduced.  

• Include plenty of onions, garlic and leeks in your diet as they all have anti-viral properties. 
Eat foods that include chillies as they contain capsaicin which is a natural decongestant to 
reduce nasal and sinus congestion, they also have high vitamin C content needed to combat 
virus infections. Garlic, turmeric and other hot spices have a similar effect.  
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• Eat zinc-rich foods such as wheat germ, dried peas and beans, meat, poultry, seafood, tofu, 
pumpkin seeds to keep the immune system strong.  

• Fresh pineapples and pineapple juice help reduce the symptoms of colds, flu and sore 
throats as pineapples contain compounds that have marked antibiotic and anti-inflammatory 
properties.  

• Hot water with lemon juice and honey is an old remedy that works very effectively to 
relieve congestion and reduce sore throats - add to this mixture 30 drops of Echinacea herbal 
fluid extract (available in health food stores or from herbalists) and you are also boosting 
and supporting your immune system making it stronger and more able to deal with the virus 
infection.  

On the herbal side, there are many effective natural remedies that have been tried and tested over the 
centuries by our ancestors, and they have no side effects so consider trying some of the following:  

• Use cleansing herbs such as Cleavers, Echinacea, Gentian, Golden Seal, Nettles. Golden 
Seal is a specific remedy for treating nasal catarrh. Nettles cleanse, strengthen and support 
the whole body. Cleavers tones the whole lymphatic system and is beneficial where there 
are swollen glands.  

• Anti-microbial herbs such as Echinacea, Eucalyptus, Garlic, Thyme - these herbs are also 
antiseptic, the most powerful being thyme. Eucalyptus helps clear catarrh and mucous from 
the upper respiratory tract while Garlic kills the infection and Echinacea boosts the immune 
system to make it stronger.  

• If there is fever then diaphoretic herbs such as Boneset, Cayenne Pepper, Elderflowers, 
Peppermint and Yarrow may help. A herbal tea made from equal parts of Elderflowers, 
Yarrow and Mint makes a good remedy for colds;  

• A mixture of equal parts of Elderflowers, Peppermint and Boneset effectively reduces the 
symptoms of flu, boneset effectively reduces the aches and discomfort of flu: Elderflowers 
bring about specific relief where there are catarrh problems. A gargle made from Cayenne 
Pepper added to hot water makes an effective treatment for sore throats and not only helps 
ward off colds and flu, but loosens mucous so that it is easily removed from the body, and 
also helps fevers to reduce significantly. Peppermint helps relieve catarrh in the upper 
respiratory tract and aids easier breathing  

• An inhalation of two drops each of Peppermint and Eucalyptus essential oils in hot water 
helps clear the respiratory tract of catarrh and clears the airways. This inhalation can be used 
at the start of a cold of flu to kill off the virus in the nose and throat, and if done quickly 
enough may, in some cases, prevent the virus getting a hold by raising the temperature in 
the respiratory tract which may kill off the virus.  

Supplements which may help fight flu and colds include:  
• Vitamin C - take doses of 6,000 to 12,000 mg daily for I week only to maximise immunity- 

a good trick if someone near by gets a cold or flu, as this may neutralise and block the virus; 
after a week reduce the dose to 3,000 mg daily to help prevent further virus infections 
getting a hold.  

• Vitamin E -works in tandem with Vitamin C to help you recover quickly from illness, take 
between 400 and 800 ill's daily for the duration of your cold or flu.  

• Zinc - take between 120 - 140 mg daily for no more than 5 days or 5-6 zinc lozenges daily. 
Best taken last thing at night zinc directly kills cold-causing rhinovirus and boosts 
immunity.  

On the subject of Bird Flu - it may never reach us, so there is no point in worrying unduly yet. But, 
if, despite trying all the preventative measures listed you are unfortunate to catch bird flu all the 
recommendations listed above will certainly help relieve symptoms and help you to recover quickly. 
Simply keep abreast of any information that is provided if the pandemic arrives in England.  
 
SHEILA RALPH M.H., BSYA(Irid.), (N.Th.), (I.H.), (Ad. C.M.A.)  
Master Herbalist, Iridology, Nutrition, Indian Head Massage and Acupressure & Tu'ina therapist.  
Sheila has her clinic at The Centre for Complementary Health Care in Blandford Forum and also at Sixpenny 
Handley. For appointments or further information please telephone 01725 552265.  
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IAN NEWMAN  
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE 

Telephone 
01722 322862 
01725 552516 

Mobile 07831 403644 
 

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley 

• TV & Radio Aerials 
• Extra Points/Repairs 
• Satellite Dishes 
• Digital 

Tom Penny 
& Sons 

 
LANDSCAPE 
SPECIALISTS 
BUILDING & 

RENOVATIONS 
 

GROUND WORK  
ALL FENCING 

 
For a Free Consultation 

and Quote 
 

Call ADE or TOM  
YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS 

 
Tel: 01258 488644 
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Sid, Jacqueline and Julia would like to thank 
everyone for their support and kindness over 
the recent weeks. 

To all my friends and neighbours. 
I would like to thank you for your get well messages & cards. 
Be good to see you all again 
Doreen (Leverton) 

RNLI 
 
With orders continuing to come in as a result of the ‘Front Path Stall’ held in September at 
46 High Street Sixpenny Handley, the total raised for the RNLI keeps rising! So far it 
stands at £485 and will reach £500, I’m sure. Thank you to everyone who supported us, the 
RNLI is very grateful. 
 
Sheila Bradley 

A BIG THANK YOU 
 
A short note to record and express our sincere gratitude for the kind 
donation of £100 recently made to St Mary's Church by Chris & Bronia 
Styles from the ‘small bits of shrapnel’ gifted by customers of ‘Half a 
Sixpence’.  
 
Thanks again on behalf of the PCC - this will be used to defray the cost of 
the Children's Activity Day on 22nd December. 
David Salmons, Churchwarden 

Thank You 
 
To all who sponsored me for the ‘Race for Life’ event in aid of Cancer Research. Thanks to 
your generosity, I raised £100 and have forwarded a cheque for that amount to the race 
organisers. 
 
Ellen Stevenson 
 
Editor’s note - Ellen originally gave me this for publication, back in the summer, following her 
event. Unfortunately it got lost down the back of the desk and only surfaced recently. My apologies. 
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Village Hall News 
 
In September we had both Executive and Management committee meetings. Broken 
windows were top of the list it was decided to replace all the windows facing the car park 
with double-glazing units. We are now working towards this. It was reported that both 
Salisbury Glass and the builder have been paid for the emergency exit and the disabled 
entrance. Rob and Dave replaced the broken double-glazing units at a fraction of the cost of 
the big firms. Many Thanks to you both. Rob also reported that he has given £270 the part 
proceeds of the School reunion this money will go towards replacing the rest of the broken 
windows Thank you Rob and your team for your generosity.  
Planning for the coming October events took place. Looking back over the events there is 
an awful lot of hard work behind the scenes. I would like to thank all the team who help me 
to sell door and draw tickets put up posters and direction signs put out chairs and tables 
organise and run the kitchen and then there is all the clearing up afterwards. A word now 
about clearing up East Dorset District Council have only two bins in the area ours and 
Verwood it is no longer economic to send a specialised lorry to empty on a weekly basis. 
They have now given us black bags to put in the bin these will be collected by the normal 
lorry on Tuesday. So every thing must go in BLACK BAGS before it goes in the bin.  
On October 14th Artsreach presented Tim Laycock and Sharon Lindo in Brave Nelson. The 
show was different but extremely good. Tim and Sharon produced a stunning performance 
(you could hear a pin drop at times) as they told the story of Richard Roberts, a sailor from 
Burton Bradstock who served on board HMS Victory with Nelson at the battle of Trafalgar. 
About 50 people enjoyed this show as part of the village 200 year celebrations of Trafalgar.  
Only seven days later we were treated by Movioloa to the film GOOD WOMAN Again 50 
people (not all the same ones) enjoyed the evening. The short film Tom and Jerry was a 
great success. I think I will ask for more of the same.  
Two days later Rob’s Auction was a lot of fun (I am still trying to work out how to make a 
cup of tea with a food processor) and very successful. The funds benefited by £670. Thanks 
to the buyer's, donors and all who helped on the day. We all had a great evening.  
Seven days after up pops the CCF with their Horse racing. If I can set the scene for you; at 
one-stage 90 people gathered round three long tables shouting and cheering on their 
favourite horses (I bought a horse much to Tony and Peters surprise but it had a wooden leg 
and came last). A jolly good fun evening that gave us £615  
Thank you Ian and all of your helpers for the support you give me in my job as chairman. 
Twelve days into November and we are at it again with the Jumble sale. A bit short on 
goodies but a lot of buyers. Thank you everyone for your help and support on the day. We 
made £240 for hall funds  
Now to the future - on December 9th there will be a film show. The film is called 
MILLIONS (12A) is about a group of Manchester kids who find a bag full of money on the 
very eve of GB joining the Euro. One of the best films about children made in recent years. 
Tickets are £4 doors open at 7pm start 7.30-tea coffee and ice cream will be available. Also 
the grand Christmas Draw will take place; you could win £100; ring Pat for tickets on 
552591  
Forest Forge will present TOM THUMB on 4th January, at 6.30pm; doors open 6 pm. 
Tickets £6 each from Pat on 552591 Because the stage takes up a lot of room, tickets will be 
limited so book early if you want to come.  
Angus will celebrate Burns night on January 21st - you may see someone wearing a kilt. 
We need some fun in January more info on 552041  
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Helena Torpy (violin) and Steve Turner (accordion) will entertain us on February 10th in 
the Church - this is an Artsreach production. More details next time.  
By the time you read this the new Premises licence will have come into effect. Everyone 
who hires the hall will have to read a summary of the conditions and sign a Hiring 
agreement. (more work) please ring me for more details 552591  
Thanks for reading this I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year thanks 
for all your support during the past year.  
Gordon Oxford Chairman  

 

Supported by Dorset County Council Social Services Committee. 
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it, 

within the Cranborne Chase villages. 
In the form of :- 

• Transport to the Surgery, Dentist, etc, with an appropriate contribution 
from the user of 50p per mile, to cover petrol costs. 

• Collection of prescriptions - local shopping for the house bound. 
• Dog walking. 
• We hold regular Social Day Centres, at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. 

"Have we missed you", or can you suggest anyone.  
If you would like to attend the Monthly Day Centre please contact us. 

 

And weekly Coffee Mornings at the back bar of the 
Roebuck Inn, Sixpenny Handley. 

Thursday mornings 10:15am -11:45am. 
So come along and make new friends. 

CCF interest groups include Book & Music Groups 
For any information concerning Chase Community Friends, 

Please contact CCF co-ordinator, on 01725 552097. 
We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas 

that the CCF covers - please phone to find out more. 
Will people who want to use the volunteer car drivers 

please give as much notice as possible 

Registered Charity No 
1102105 
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St Mary’s Church 
 

Christmas Bonanza – Saturday 3rd 

 12 noon – 4pm 
 

Father Christmas, Helen’s Magic Show, stalls and games, Childrens 
Fancy Dress, Light lunches, Teas 

 

ROBS COLUMN 
 

Flying the flag of your country is a display of loyalty to the place where you belong. 
 
YOU’RE HAVING A LAUGH 
A man walks into a green grocers and asks for 5 pounds of potatoes and the assistant says 
‘Sorry Sir, we only do kilos nowadays’ The man shrugs and says ‘OK give me five pounds 
of kilos then’. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
If practice makes perfect and nobody’s perfect why practise? 

POEM 
I am a Witney blanket 
Original and best 
You’ll never get cold feet 
With me across your chest. 
 
There are three ways to get something done 
 

1. Do it yourself 
2. Hire someone 
3. Forbid the children to do it 

 
TIP 
The secret of staying young is to live 
honestly, eat slowly and lie about your age. 
 
The Parish Plan for Sixpenny Handley – 
‘Lets safeguard what we’ve got and have a 
say in the future’ – give your support and 
have a say –contact the Steering 
Committee. 
 
 

POEM – MY THANKS 
People everywhere in life 
From every walk and station, 
From every town and city, 
And every state and nation 
Have given me so many thanks 
Intangible and dear 
I couldn’t begin to count them all 
Or even make them clear 
I only know I owe so much  
To people everywhere 
And when I put my thoughts in verse 
It’s just a way to share 
The musings of a thankful heart 
A heart much like your own 
For nothing that I think or write 
Is mine and mine alone 
So if you found some beauty 
In any word or line 
Its just ‘Your Souls’ Perfection’ 
In ‘Proximity with Mine’ 
Rob 
(Thanks for all the support at the auction) 
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I have no wish to become embroiled within the 
current village public argument concerning 
Steve Judd's planning application for his 
caravan site, but I feel duty bound to comment 
on the behaviour of our Curate at the Public 

Meeting at the Church on 12th October  
 

In her October/November Seeker article our Curate stated that she was "in the fortunate position of 
being impartial" and yet her introductory and later statements at the Meeting were totally biased in 
favour of Steve Judd  
 

I do not believe that someone, who holds such an important position within the community, should 
have both "chaired" the Meeting and expressed her own views so forcibly, particularly as she had 
earlier stated her impartiality on the matter  
Yours faithfully, W.A.R.Radcliffe 
 
I write in reply to the letter from Mrs. Judd, published in the October edition of the Downsman. 
Firstly I’d like to introduce myself, for the benefit of those that may not know me.  My name is Kevin O’ Shea, 
also known to many as Harry.  I have lived in Handley for the past 16 years, and in that time, with the exception 
of recent events concerning Mr. Judd’s application, I’ve not had a single cross word with ANYONE in the 
village.  I have never been less than respectful & amicable toward the people of Handley, and have made many 
friends here.  In the time that I’ve lived here, I have not EVER made complaint to ANYBODY about 
ANYTHING, again, with the exception of recent events concerning Mr. Judd’s application.  The point of this 
somewhat lengthy introduction will become clear as this letter proceeds, but with that out of the way, I’d like to 
address some of the points raised by Mrs. Judd, in the order that they appear in her letter. 
Mrs. Judd made mention of Stephen Judd’s application for planning permission to change the use of the existing 
Barn.  What she failed to mention was his application for change of use of land to site an additional 30 Touring 
caravans plus an additional area for Tents, which happens to be the main part of the planning application. 
The letter then stated that Mr. Judd, since applying for planning permission, had been, quote, ‘victimised by 
certain people with anonymous leaflets carrying nothing but malicious lies and rumours’. 
It is common knowledge that I wrote and distributed the leaflet referred to in Mrs. Judd’s letter, detailing 
Stephen Judd’s intentions regarding development at Church Farm.  At no time have I ever made secret of this 
fact - the ONLY reason I didn’t put my name to the document was that I sought only to make the people of 
Handley aware of a matter that concerned them ALL, and NOT to wage a personal campaign. 
The leaflet in question has been reproduced below, in order that it can be examined for evidence of ‘malicious 
lies and rumours’.  I learnt recently that mine was not the only leaflet circulated throughout the Village, but I 
can only address the leaflet for which I am responsible. 
Essentially, the leaflet consists of 4 parts: 
1.  Map at Top of Leaflet. 
At a recent public meeting, Mr. Judd stated that he had no knowledge of the map on the leaflet, and declared it 
invalid, or words to that effect.  It was pointed out to Mr. Judd that he SHOULD recognise the map on the 
leaflet, as it was a photograph of his own plans, taken at the Parish Council Office.  The only difference between 
the map reproduced at the top of the leaflet and the original planning document is that the original document 
was in colour, with the area of proposed development outlined in red ink.  As the leaflet was reproduced in 
black & white, the area of proposed development was highlighted with shading.  I do not believe that this minor 
amendment would have made the map unrecognisable to Mr. Judd. 
So, no ‘Malicious lies and rumours’ so far... 
2.  Description of Planning Application. 
This section indicates what the map represents, and simply re-states information taken from the letter giving 
notice of planning application that I received from East Dorset District Council in May, 2005. 
Again, not ‘malicious lies and rumours’. 
3.  The 3rd part of the leaflet states an opinion of how the Village could be affected if the development were to 
go ahead.  Let us look at each point raised; 
Increased Traffic - if the capacity of the site is increased in terms of both Touring Caravans & Camping pitches 
(as applied for by Mr. Judd), then the level of traffic through Handley will increase. 
Danger to Pedestrians - given the nature of the traffic situation in Handley, an increase in cars and caravans 
accessing the site could increase the potential for danger to pedestrians. 
Overloading of Sewer System - it is well documented that the existing sewer system serving the Village is 
barely sufficient to cope with the demands currently placed on it.  The proposed development would be exiting 
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sewerage into the existing drainage, potentially overloading the system. 
Threat to the Character of the Village - this is difficult to quantify, as the ‘Character’ of a Village is quite a 
subjective notion.  There may well be people in Handley who believe that large commercial developments 
would be a good thing for the Village - I, for one, do NOT. 
Noise & Airborne Pollution - again, difficult to quantify, as the proposed Development is not yet a reality.  This 
potential problem would be more relevant to some areas of Handley than others, in that noise (generated by 
people on the new site) and pollution (for example, smoke from barbeques) would mostly affect Housing 
surrounding the new site (i.e., the mid-section of the High Street and Handley Park).  Another potential noise 
problem would be the proposed Function Room, which would form part of the planned Agricultural Building 
Conversion.  A Function Room, by definition, could reasonably be expected to be a Room in which Functions 
are held, though this has been denied by Mr. Judd.  You can draw your own conclusions. 
Devaluation of Housing in Neighbourhood - it is likely that the value of a House in the vicinity of a large 
Camping & Caravanning development will be less than that of the same House in the vicinity of open 
agricultural land.         
None of the above statements or opinions represents ‘malicious lies and rumours’. 
4.  The final part of the leaflet gives details, if required, of how to oppose the Development. 
To whoever may have seen the leaflet and subsequently wrote to EDDC in opposition to the proposed 
Development; you can rest assured that your comments were NOT based on ‘malicious lies and rumours’. 
Mrs. Judd’s letter states that the site is ‘not a holiday camp or park’...... 
Let me state at this point, that I have No Complaint with the Campsite as It Stands.  Yes, the use of the campsite 
adds to local traffic, and yes, there is occasional noise from the site, but these are situations that most people, 
myself included, will tolerate.  There exists, at present, a certain balance between the extent of the campsite and 
the size of the Village itself.  If Mr. Judd’s application were to be successful, the site, including the ‘overspill’ 
field adjacent to the recreation ground would then be approaching the size of the rest of the original Village.  I 
could not precisely say at what point a campsite ceases to be a campsite, and becomes instead a ‘Holiday Camp 
or Park’, but I would say that to call a development of this size and scale a ‘campsite’ would be something of an 
understatement.  When the plans for the Site Reception Office, Cafe, Kitchen, Function Room & Toilet Block 
are taken into account, then I would say that the development certainly warrants the title ‘Holiday Camp’, or 
‘Park’, if you like. 
Mrs. Judd’s letter then mentioned that ‘loud music or discos blaring all day’ had been alleged..........BY 
WHO? - Certainly not me, nor have I heard such allegations from anyone else.  It was then mentioned that it had 
been alleged that ‘motorcycle rallies’ were held at the campsite......again, BY WHOM?  I have no knowledge 
of this either.  I cannot understand why Mrs. Judd mentioned these supposed allegations, as, to my knowledge, 
no-one has ever mentioned the occurrence of discos or motorcycle rallies. 
It was also mentioned that the holidaymakers bring trade to the Village.  This is undoubtedly true.  Nevertheless, 
to my knowledge, at least 2 of the 3 shop owners in Handley are against the proposed development, and have 
written to EDDC expressing their views.  To quote from the last paragraph of one such letter:  ‘The Village has 
absolutely nothing to gain from this proposal and very much to lose.  We are more than prepared to 
forego any small benefit to our trade for the long-term good of our Village and it’s community’. 
At this point I will mention the recent ‘Open Meeting’ organised by, and held at St. Mary’s Church.  The object 
of the meeting was, quote, ‘to give Steve a chance to explain precisely what his plans are’.  Unfortunately, the 
‘Open Meeting’ bore more resemblance to a lynch mob, for anyone who dared to voice any opposition to Mr. 
Judd’s plans.  Now, I’m not a regular churchgoer, but this saddened me greatly.  My previous experiences in St. 
Mary’s have been much happier ones - getting Married there, the Christening of our Son, the annual 
‘Christingle’ services and so on.  I can’t help but feel that however it was intended, the ‘Open Meeting’ was a 
misuse of the Church.  Mr. Judd said very little in the way of explaining ‘precisely what his plans are’.  
Incidentally, this was the public meeting mentioned near the start of this letter, where Mr. Judd denied the 
validity of the map on the leaflet that I published.  Mr. Judd also said that if he could find out the identity of the 
person who had produced the leaflet, he would ‘sue them’.  I stated at the meeting that it was I that had 
produced the leaflet.  To Mr. Judd I say:  If the document contains any lies, then SUE ME.  People may agree or 
disagree with my stance regarding the proposed development - that’s fine, but I will NOT have my honesty or 
integrity questioned. 
At one point in the meeting, it was put to Mr. Judd that if his application were to be successful, it may be that 
once a change of use of land had been established he may then apply for further permission to develop the land 
for housing estates.  To this, Mr. Judd would only reply ‘Who knows what the future holds?’  This was the same 
answer that he had given to a similar question asked at a Parish Council meeting held in June 2005.  Although 
his answer was non-committal, my interpretation is that of a fairly clear intent.  I have no wish whatsoever to 
stop Mr. Judd from earning a living, but I will say that Mr. Judd already owns an established, viable business.  I 
will also say that given his recent sale of land for housing development at Church Farm, he could hardly be said 
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to be a pauper.  I do not seek to 
deny Mr. Judd his wealth, business 
or property.  What I DO seek to 
deny Mr. Judd is his gain at the 
expense of others. 
For a moment, let’s leave Mr. 
Judd’s application to one side and 
look at the bigger picture.  My 
concern is that unless developing in 
Handley is slowed or halted, then 
the Old Village, which has 
survived quite happily for many 
hundreds of years, will become no 
more than an island in a sea of over
-developed housing & estates.  
Now, to some people, the 
continued development and 
expansion of Handley would be 
seen as a good thing - I do NOT 
see it this way.  I have absolutely 
NOTHING to gain (in material 
terms) from opposing Mr. Judd’s 
plans, or indeed, any other future 
large developments in and around 
Handley.  I want only to try to save 
Handley from the fate suffered by 
so many villages these days, that of 
being over-developed to the point 
where they lose their identities & 
become faceless urban sprawls.  
Those of us over the age of 40 may 
remember Verwood as being quite 
a pleasant little village – look at it 
now. 
Returning to Mr. Judd’s planning 

application; this is NOT an application to build a house extension, or erect a carport; this is a large-scale 
development in a small Village, and to those that would criticize my action in making the matter public, I would 
say that you seek to deny the People of Handley a voice in their own community. 
To quote from Mrs. Judd’s closing comments, ‘It used to be said that Handley was a very friendly village - now 
it seems someone wants to change that!’  I couldn’t agree more - if Stephen Judd had been content with his 
already established business, I (and many others) would not have been forced into this present state of conflict. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 
K.C. (Harry) O’ Shea.  

100 Club Winners – September 
 

1st  Mr I Davies         2nd  Mrs G Martin         3rd  Mrs Poolman 
 

100 Club Winners – October 
 

1st  Mrs Poolman           2nd  Mr & Mrs Hayer            3rd  Mrs Parker 
 

If anyone would like to join the Club or know more about it, please contact 
Carole Wyatt on 01725 552572 
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I thought it appropriate to let everyone read this letter from East Dorset District Council.  
While I was researching our fly problem I discovered a Code of Practice drawn up by councils in 
Kent who have also had serious fly problems. I sent a copy to the Environmental Health Office and 
local farmers and this is a copy of the letter I received in reply from the Public Health Services. 
Hopefully we will have a better summer next year.  
Regards, Rosalie Adams  
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 IAN HARRIS MIPRE  
 

Tel: 01747 870822 
Mobile: 07850 530782  

 

I'm happy to advise on your old TV/Video/Hi-fi 
or assist with setting up new electronic equipment. 
I can advise on purchasing or provide quotes for 
insurance companies. Call me, your local expert. 

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR BATHROOM OR 
MAYBE FIT A NEW SHOWER? – THEN WHY NOT VISIT 

The 
Sixpenny 
Handley 
Spring 

Flower Show  
will be held 
on Saturday  
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY FLOWER SHOW 
An Appeal 

This is a long standing event, nearly thirty years, which needs a lot more support than it has been 
getting - both in preparation, on the day and, of course, everyone's attendance. It would be such a 
shame to lose a tradition of village life - your help and support is needed. If you could and would 
like to actively help with the Show, either by joining the organising committee or by giving 
practical assistance on the day please contact Carole Wyatt (Tel: 01725552572). Your support 



36 

The Downsman  December 2005 

Parish Plan for Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge 
 

THIS IS YOUR VILLAGE* IN YOUR PARISH 
* This includes:  Sixpenny Handley, Pentridge, Woodcutts, Woodyates, Deanland and 

Newtown. 
Would you like to see a comprehensive Parish Plan which will: 

 
RETAIN AND IMPROVE ALL THAT IS GOOD? 

MAKE GOOD ALL THAT IS BAD? 
INFLUENCE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT? 

 
A Parish Steering Group (PSG) has been formed with these aims.  It is independent of, but 
sponsored by, the Parish and District Councils.  Unless we produce our own local plan, one 
will be imposed on us and we may not like it.  This is URGENT. Action is required NOW. 
 
We want this plan to reflect what you want.  We cannot know this unless you tell us.  The 
members of the PSG with their areas of responsibility are shown below.  PLEASE let them 
have your views verbally, by letter or telephone. We will be actively seeking them!  WATCH 
THIS SPACE! 
 
FUNDS are available.  Let us ensure that they are well spent on what you want and need for 
the community. 

If you are interested in taking part in the Parish Steering Group, please complete the form 
below and return it to the Parish Office. 
 

Our next meeting will be on 16 January 2006 in the Sports Pavilion at 7.30pm.  (Not 23 
January as previously arranged). As well as current members, we also welcome all others who 
want to be part of this exciting new initiative.  Our current members are as follows: 
 

Chairman Leonard Holihan Tel: 552491 Vice-Chairman Sir Michael Palmer Tel: 553138 
Treasurer Rosalie Adams Tel: 553032 Secretary TBA 
Environment Ted Cox Tel: 552801 Transport Chris Stokes Tel: 552672 
Youth Alistair Broadway Tel: 552973 Church Graham Smith Tel: 552149 
Health Mark Morgan              
 

David Chick Simon Meaden John Curtis Maureen New Sue Curtis 
Guy Parker Steve Judd Robin Radcliffe M A Lovell Adam Ralph 
Ben Lowe Paul Styles Angus Macleod Carol Wyatt Karen McMillan                  
 

All written comments should be sent to the relative group member at the  Parish Office.  

A PARISH PLAN FOR  
SIXPENNY HANDLEY AND PENTRIDGE 

 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please give your details below and return to the Parish Office. 
 

Name……………………………………..Tel. No…………………… 
Address……………………………………………………………….. 

Email……………………… 
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EXCEPT AT CHRISTMAS.  
 
A prayer drifted in the wind,  
Slow-moving, aimless almost, 
But Time was not important.  
 
The man who prayed knew not  
Where or when it landed.  
It was born as easily as a sigh  
Escaping from the human breath.  
Distance takes it on its way.  
How far is not important. 
 
Who knows where prayers have ending  
Perhaps they brush another’s cheek. 
Or pierce another’s heart in pain,  
Striking home as if an arrow.  
They may be held in some eternity,  
Or lost in someone’s nomansland.  
That is not what is important.  
 
 

The seeking for an exact word  
Disables it from having meaning.  
The will, the wishing is the all.  
Who speaks it? Who receives it?  
Who makes it meaningful?  
That is all -important.  
 
It has no defining start  
And no defining ending.  
Who can probe its mystery?  
A prayer is  
A prayer is  
A prayer never ending.  
 
Except when Christmas comes,  
And then it finds both start  
And final ending 
At a tiny baby's cradle.  
And that quite clearly  
Is for us  
All that is important.  
Marie Sanders  

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish 
Parish Council 

 
 
 

Minutes of The Annual Parish Assembly, held in the Village Hall 
on 17th October 2005 at 1930 hours 

 
Present:  Cllr:  Mrs P Bailey-Wright - Chairman  
 Cllrs: Dr J Gillespie Smith, Mr I Davies, Mrs E Miles, Mr G Parker, Mr T Reynolds,  
  Miss E Waller  
Also Present   Mr Steve Duckett - Head of Public Health Services EDDC  
  Inspector Tim Lumley - Section Commander, Blandford Police Station  
  Mr Simon Thompson - Dorset Community Action  
  Mrs G J Martin - Assistant clerk  
  Mr C J Snape - clerk to the Parish Council  
There were eighty-two members of the public present, including six teenagers.  
Apologies had been received from Cllr Palmer DCC and Cllrs Gibb, Ferguson and Wyer  
 
1. The Chairman welcomed members of the parish and introduced the guest speakers.  
 
2. Mrs Rosalie Adams read a letter that she had written to the parish clerk regarding the fly infestation 
within the village. Her letter is appended to these minutes. Mr Duckett responded, saying that his 
department has been investigating since July; he agreed with Mrs Adams that at the moment, there is a 
problem at the chicken farm and said that he is trying to help resolve it. EDDC has made sixteen visits 
and initially it was thought that the problem had been caused by poultry manure delivered to a field 
close to the A354 roundabout. Mr Stephen Judd reported a large quantity of chicken, or human, waste 
still evident on the left hand side of the road beyond the roundabout towards Cranborne. Mr John Fury 

Parish Office 
Unit 5B 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12noon 

Phone – 552211/553001 
Email – 
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said that this was the third year of fly invasion; each year being worse than the last. He said that 
chicken manure was brought in during May and June and that the problem developed in July. He asked 
that EDDC consider the pattern. Mr Duckett promised that EDDC would be proactive throughout the 
winter months and would do, all within its power to discover the source of the flies and to solve the 
problem. Mrs Michele Austin produced a large cardboard box full of fly-papers laden with flies 
collected in her kitchen during the last week. She asked that, as an added precaution, red-top flycatchers 
be issued to all households in the village before the 2006 fly season. Mr Nicholas Sherman asked why 
the Parish Council had not discovered the source of the flies. Mr Duckett replied that the experts were 
with his department and he reiterated that, after sixteen visits, they had been unable positively to 
identify the source. He assured Mr Sherman that if, at a future date, EDDC felt that there was a role for 
the Parish Council, then he would ask that it be involved. Mr Leonard Holihan asked whether the avian 
flu virus could be transmitted from chickens, or chicken waste, to people by flies. Mr Duckett said that 
he thought not.  
 
3. Inspector Lumley addressed the meeting on the subject of local crime. He said that his team had 128 
square miles, including 52 villages to supervise. There had been over 1600 crimes reported last year, of 
which just 21 occurred in Sixpenny Handley and only three of these involved criminal damage There 
had been one house burglary, three thefts from unlocked buildings, and seventeen anti-social behaviour 
incidents, fourteen of which were prior to the end of May. He stressed that it was important for all 
criminal acts to be reported.  
Inspector Lumley stressed further that, if prosecutions were expected, then hard evidence, properly 
supported, was essential. He explained that his resources were extremely limited and that his duty was 
to set priorities and to direct resources initially at those areas where serious crimes were regularly 
committed, reported and thus thought most likely to recur. He said that if a crime was in process, or had 
resulted in serious injury, then 999 was appropriate. A crime already committed, without injury, should 
be reported to 01202 (or 01305) 222222. The Eastern Community Support Unit will visit the village on 
Saturdays 5th November and 3rd and 31st December at 0930 until 1100. Advice regarding house and 
shed burglaries will be available and Inspector Lumley asked that parishioners be encouraged to visit 
the unit.  
Mr Patrick Chick asked about a serious incident which had taken place on 15th October. Inspector 
Lumley said that details had not yet come to his desk. Mr Chick said that he hoped that the empty 
EDHA house in Mulberry Court would not be occupied by a problem family with which the village 
would be unable to cope. He asked that the Parish Council liaise with the Housing Association on this 
matter  
Minor vandalism was discussed and Inspector Lumley said that he would ask that a Crime Reduction 
Officer contact the clerk to arrange a visit and to advise on prevention. Inspector Lumley would 
undertake a risk assessment regarding the possible use of local resources. He said that EDDC is able to 
deal with anti-social behaviour and that the Housing Association can evict where necessary. .  
Cllr Davies said that the new speed limits on the A354 appeared to have had no effect. Inspector 
Lumley said that people rushing to work in the morning, driver complacency, driver competence, 
lighting, visibility and weather were all contributory factors, but that speed was the big issue.  
 
4. The Chairman asked Mr Simon Thompson to present to the parish his outline for a Parish Plan. 
Question, answer and discussion followed. The meeting voted overwhelmingly in favour of the 
formation of a Steering Group to develop the Parish Plan. The Chairman asked that volunteers complete 
the relevant form and pass it to the clerk. 
 
5. Cllr Bailey-Wright announced that the replacement WI Memorial bench is now in place. She thanked 
the WI for their splendid effort in raising £315 towards the cost.  
 
6. The Chairman thanked the speakers and all those who had attended and she congratulated The 
Assembly on such a good turnout. The meeting was concluded at 2205.  
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Clerk's Corner  
The Annual Parish Assembly finally took place on Monday 17th October. The minutes are reproduced 
on the previous pages. Thank you for the excellent turn-out.  
There were thirty volunteers to help with the Parish Plan. The Steering Group, headed by Leonard 
Holihan is up-and-running and will report to you in its own column. Please support the Steering Group 
and respond to its questionnaires. The Parish Plan will have little significance if we cannot report that 
the majority of the Parish has been involved. We are likely to be overtaken by events and it is critical 
that we have our defences ready. In a nutshell, if you were to be living in the Parish in ten years time, 
how would you like it to look? Everything that might improve your life-style, from infrastructure to 
facilities and beyond is relevant.  
On Friday 14th October, at the village hall, "Brave Nelson Fought and Fell" was wonderfully 
informative, great entertainment and a most suitable follow-up to the Trafalgar Plaque ceremony at 
Woodyates. Congratulations to the Village Hall Committee and to all involved.  
Christopher Snape, Clerk to the Parish Council  

Mobile Library Schedule 
Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 
 

Woodyates – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 
Sixpenny Handley – School  3.00 – 3.20 
Sixpenny Handley – Roebuck Inn  3.25 – 3.45 
Sixpenny Handley – Dean Lane  3.50 – 4.05 
Sixpenny Handley - Sheasby Close 4.10 – 4.30 

Oct 6 20  

Nov 3 17  

Dec 1 15 29 

Jan 12 26  
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WELLDONE 
TlLING SERVICES  

Fast, Clean & 
Efficient Service  

 
WALL AND FLOOR TILING 

UNDERTAKEN 
 

RE-GROUTING SERVICE 
OFFERED  

 

HOUSE PAINTING 
 

Telephone: 
Shaun 01725 552196 
Mobile: 07760 367626 

Advertising Costs 
 

The rates to advertise in The 
Downsman are: 

Full page - £16;  
Half page - £10;  

Quarter page - £5 
Our book 6 and pay for only 5 
insertions offer continues with 

the annual rates (6 issues) being 
£80, £50 and £25 respectively. 

 

The magazine offers excellent 
value in reaching your local 

customers 
we currently deliver  

The Downsman  
to approximately 

680 households within the parish.  
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There was much laughter when the Rev S Timbrell spoke at our October meeting on Discovering 
Dorset. 
The Rev was brought up in Lancashire and this is where he started in the Ministry. Years later he came 
to Dorset to be a Chaplain of Psychiatric Hospitals. Whilst this work takes up most of his time, he has a 
‘sideline’, History of churches, burials, very old houses and mills and the like. He held our attention 
telling hilarious tales of his many fact-finding adventures and encounters in Dorset and the surrounding 
area. We learnt a lot in a delightful way. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Win Judd who won the Flower of the Month and the competition. 
 
Make a will, keep it up to date and keep it somewhere known to your executors – advice we were given 
by November’s speaker Miss Frances Mayne, Head of Probate with a firm of Salisbury solicitors. 
Frances gave a very helpful explanation of the ins and outs of making a will and also ran through the 
Inheritance Tax Laws. We learnt that there are legal ways to avoid having to pay the tax man although 
these do involve planning years ahead. It has to be said that apart from seeing Frances there was not a 
lot to smile about this evening!! 
 
Flower of the Month – Mrs Jan Gibb 
Competition – Mrs Janette Salmon 
 
Dates for the Diary: 
9th December – Group Carol Service, 7 pm, St Thomas Church, Melbury Abbas. 
12th December – Christmas Party, 7.15 pm, Competition: Home Made Biscuit 
9th January – Mrs J Wareham – Matchboxes, Competition: Most items in a matchbox 
March 2006 – Village Hall Fund Raiser. All members willing to take part please contact Bobbie 
(552042) 
 
We hope everyone has noticed the beautiful new WI bench which sits proudly apposite the War 
Memorial. 

 News 
and 
Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 

Handley Sports Club 
wish to thank the members of the ‘100’Club for their excellent response  

and support for another year. 
A Winners draw will take place shortly 

*************  
The Club have started well and so far the results have been good  

both Home and Away  
Let us hope that we can keep this up. ! ! 

Mark Young Team Manager. 
The Mini Soccer has not done so well. They are very much in a learning debut in 

competitive Soccer. Let us wish them better fortune in the second half of the season 
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Chalke Plumbing 
 

Plumbing service for  
Sixpenny Handley 

 

* Bathroom suites 
* Kitchens 

* Hot Water Cylinders 
* Washing Machine Installation  

* Burst Pipes/Flooding 
* Energy Conservation Surveys 

* Showers  
* Outside Taps 

* Central heating plumbing  
* All work Guaranteed 

 

Phone:    01722 780734  
Mobile:   07732 460 258 

E-mail:    chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk 

Food 

by Karen Mallinson  
 

puddings  
dinner parties  

all kinds of cakes  
drinks parties  

freezer cooking  
or anything else you may need  

 

no request too small  
 

01725 516380 

 

Mr R A CLOUGH 
 

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

 
All types of Fencing 

including: 
Close board 
Chain link 

Post and Rail 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Telephone 01725 552522 
Mobile 07778603559 

 
ROOM REVIEW  
INTERIOR DESIGN  

 

Susanne Harding 
BA (Hons) Interior Design  
MA Building Conservation  

 
Working in all styles -  
Modern and classic  

Projects large or small  
Private or commercial  

 
01747 811364 

 

 
 

mailto:chalkeplumbing@competentcraft.co.uk
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Car Tax Renewals 
Pre-Order Foreign Currency & 

Travellers Cheques 
On Demand Travel Insurance 

Bill Payments 
Electric Key Charging 

On-Line Personal Banking without 
charges for most Major Banks 

Payment by Debit Card for most 
Transactions 

Cash Withdrawal by Debit Card 

Tel: 01725 552241 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily 

 

Bread & Cakes from Local Bakery 
 

Groceries – Whole Foods 
 

Frozen Foods 
 

Selection of Cards 
 

Seasonal Plants 
 

Bird Nuts & Seed 
 

Flower Arranging for Special 

Sixpenny Handley Post Office & Stores 

There Are No Flies on Woodcutts 
 
How lucky the Woodcutts residents are? Or is it a matter of luck? Perhaps it is simply that the 
rather higher, drier and windier environment is not at all suitable for the house fly to survive. If 
one looks at an Ordnance Survey map and investigates the contours on which the village of 
Sixpenny Handley sits, it will be seen that it is in a hollow or valley with higher land all around 
with the exception to the southern aspect. This of course is where the source of the River Allen 
is found, fed with water from the surrounding district. This creates and ensures very high 
humidity in the village, compared with higher areas surrounding it. I also suspect that the 
village because of its’ geographical position has a marginally higher rainfall than its 
surroundings. These factors create almost idyllic conditions for the breeding housefly during 
the warmer and wetter, summer months as we saw last June, July, August and September. 
Having got the ideal weather conditions, where are the ideal breeding sites? The first suggested 
is the free-range chicken farm, and I am sure most villagers applaud the reasoning behind the 
“free-range”. Not however, if a plague of house flies are the result. Let us put this situation in 
perspective. Humans in their wisdom can take evasive action, the residents of most of the 
countryside of the USA for instance have fly screens on all doors and windows. They also use 
insecticides and traps. Believe me the precautions are necessary when there isn’t a poultry or 
pig farm for miles. 
Animals on the other hand are at the flies’ mercy; oh yes, the horse can make use of a long tail 
or mane, which it can toss at will, dogs can snap at them and chicken can even run away from 
them. However none of these methods are very ineffective. If man does not step in, the animals 
become restive, (as I believe some humans have). Restive animals begin to loose condition and 
become less productive and in the case of chicken, the egg production can radically drop. 
Is any worthwhile stockman going to stand by and knowingly let his stock suffer, his 
productivity slump and his profits disappear, especially when his sole income is derived from 
those stock? Please, all I ask you to consider is, where else could those flies find an ideal 
breeding site? Could it be the village pond that has recently been excavated? Could all those 
new compost bins, recently introduced be the source? Are they in fact managed properly? Are 
flies, eggs and maggots there when the lids are opened? Do some people still have open 
compost heaps that aren’t regularly turned? We could go on and on, as flies in fact do. If in an 
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ideal world for the fly, a breeding pair could from the beginning of June have an extended 
family of a million, million, million flies by September. How many did you say you saw in 
your compost bin in June? Please, before more accusations are made be sure that you and 
yours can’t possibly be the cause! 
 
After that I need a coffee, so please don’t go away, I won’t be long ……………  
 
Sorry but my sister rang while I was making the coffee. She rings regularly with jokes, such as 
the following:- A man walked into a fish and fish shop with a salmon under his arm. He asked 
the gentleman serving if they sold fish-cakes, and was told that they didn’t. He replied, “O 
what a shame and it’s his birthday.” 
If it is not at all clear, don’t worry the answer will be in the February Downsman. For those 
that did appreciate it:- There were two very bored cows standing together in a field, when one 
turned to the other and said “Moo”. The second one was very annoyed and said, “I was just 
going to say that.” 
 
Thank goodness that’s over, now back to normality, if of course that is possible. In fact it is not 
exactly the norm that I want to refer to now, mainly because it is with reference to the results 
of what we well meaningly call ‘global warming’. Earlier this year I was fortunate enough to 
visit the Dordogne Region of France again. While there during the first week of October, I was 
surprised to see the Humming-bird Hawk moth still on the wing. In fact I saw it on several 
occasions and in a variety of habitats. When speaking to a resident she assured me that she was 
surprised too. Imagine then how surprised I was, when last Sunday, Grace Jackson told me that 
four people had seen this still fairly rare visitor, from the Continent, in her garden at the side of 
Dean Lane investigating some late flowering bizzie-lizzies, on Friday 11th  November. From 
this alone it suggests that not all aspects of the greenhouse-effect are negative.  
Other positive points include the numerous sweet violets flowering in a garden in the High 
Street. Poppy flower buds, which are bursting in a flowerbed at the Friends’ Meeting Place in 
Shaftsbury. Buttercups are flowering in the village churchyard and cow parsley flowering here 
at Woodcutts. I am sure you too can cite examples, perhaps of birds seen when they should not 
be there, or insects that should be in a state of torpor or if not in hibernation mode, actually 
dead. I find these things very exciting, even though we should be still trying our best to at least 
slow the rate at which global warming is happening. More about that another day, especially 
when another day means the deadline for this magazine. Yes I do make it sometimes, it is only 
the 19th today. 
 
All that leaves me to do now is to wish my reader a very happy Christmas and a very happy 
and prosperous, but environmental friendly New Year. 
 
Thank you for reading this. If in reading any part of it, you are in disagreement, then please 
nail your colours to the flag pole, let the editor hear from you for the February edition. Don’t 
be bashful, please don’t write anonymously.  
 
God bless you all.  Ted Cox  (19.11.2005)   
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EAST DORSET HOUSING ASSOCIATION TENANTS DAY - 25th OCTOBER 
This was a well attended opportunity for tenants/residents/clients/customers of the housing association 
to meet with the brass, ask awkward questions and see for ourselves what was on offer from this 
expanded organisation, which, with other Housing Associations, to increase efficiency, have come 
together, under the umbrella of 'Synergy'  
There was a full programme of workshops and information stands which were intended to engage and 
enlighten - it was also an opportunity to discuss topics that were of concern to most of us and top of the 
list I reckoned was Antisocial Behaviour. My other personal concern was housing in the community of 
our ageing and dependent (but independent) villagers, resulting from the Delinking from the Sheltered 
Housing service.  
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. This was a well attended Workshop with two sessions lead by the 
newly appointed Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for East Dorset District Council namely Bob Bailey. As 
a result of our meeting him at this event, he has already visited our village. 
Our session started off with the definition: 

Anti-Social Behaviour is classed as any "individual's behaviour (that) 
 causes alarm, distress or harassment to one or more persons 

 not in the same household as him/herself." 
This was followed by a list produced from the British Crime Survey which reported by percentages of 
very or fairly big problems. Our problems appear to be no different from anywhere else, but this 
depends which point you started from but nevertheless is generally seen as not acceptable. We had to 
address a Case Study which brought in every possible 'hairy situation and act' but also gave the 
background of the situations and the 'combatants' (vandals, bullies etc). The probable causes of ADHD, 
the non integration or acceptance of dysfunctional families, the “them and us” situation of “owner 
occupiers” vis a vis tenants of “council houses” - was a real cauldron of fire. We were asked, who we 
would engage and what immediate, medium term and long lasting solutions would lead to a sustainable 
remedy, bearing in mind prevention, enforcement and rehabilitation? Whew! As you can imagine a 
lively discussion ensued. How to fix? By addressing the problem using Problem Oriented Policing 
(POP) which is arrived at through a process of Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment (SARA) 
or better still telephone Bob Bailey (the Parish Clerk has his details). In the end it really comes down to 
COMMUNICATION with one another (especially between the different age groups) and of course we 
as a community can be guided by the advice that is now available.  
DELINKING OF ALARM SYSTEM AND REMOVAL OF SHELTERED HOUSING 
OFFICER. The community has for many years been provided with a means whereby elderly residents 
could remain in the village by virtue of being connected to an alarm system and be visited by Sheltered 
Housing Officer. This has meant that one could remain in the community in which they have lived and 
worked all there lives. The provision of these services has been funded through Central Government by 
'Supporting People Grant' which is being reduced. The resultant economies mean that this essential 
social element of community life is being removed from the rural community. Now for those who need 
Sheltered Housing or Extra Care and who wish to continue to have the support of a Sheltered Housing 
Officer will have to move to an appropriate scheme within the Housing Association (in other words 
move away and become a townie).  
The current Alarm System and Sheltered Housing Officer when removed will be replaced by 
(individuals choice) being connected or not to Lifeline which is operator manned 24 hours to call for 
assistance for a monthly subscription. The charges levied to the old service will no longer be charged as 
part of 'the rent' but what the new charges are we haven't been told.  
The implications of this change (delinking of alarm system) are that all the housing stock may now be 
allocated to any age group or circumstance (I believe) and that our oldest and dearest may be moved 
away. I wrote expressing my concern about this change to the Housing Association, County and 
District Councillors but it doesn't seem to matter. I don't know what your views on this piece of adverse 
social engineering are but it seems to me to mean that we are back to the past where we looked out for 
each other - especially that elderly neighbour and we must do so now and in the future.  
There was more, much more, but I am of the view that these two subjects would be closest to your 
hearts and minds.  
David Salmons, An Elderly Sheltered Tenant!  
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HANDLEY 
GARAGE 

Telephone – 01725 552134 

 Opening Hours    Mon. to Fri.  8:00am to 5:30pm 
   Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm 
   Sunday Closed 

We are now fully up and running for 
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four) 

 
Full Range of Services 

Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork, 
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches, 

Exhausts, Tyres etc 
 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard 

 
 
 

MAIDMENT & CARTER LTD. 
BUILDING SERVICES 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 

EXTENSION AND RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 
 

FOR YOUR PIECE OF MIND WE ONLY EMPLOY THE SERVICES OF TIME SERVED QUALITY TRADESMEN 
 

DIRECTORS: PAUL MAIDMENT AND JULIAN CARTER 
 

UNIT 6, TOWN FARM WORKSHOPS, DEAN LANE, 

 
• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
• BRICKWORK 
• STONEWORK 
• PLUMBING 
• ELECTRICAL 
• DECORATION 
• ROOFING 
• DRAINAGE 

• KITCHENS 
• BATHROOMS 
• INSURANCE WORK 
• UPVC DOORS, WINDOWS, 

FASCIAS ETC 
• FITTED BEDROOMS 
• QUICK RESPONSE 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• FULLY INSURED 
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Can you get five signatures ? 
You will no doubt have heard of the legal battle into which our village funeral director, 
Richard Adlem, has been dragged, and which has been widely reported on television, in the 
Journal and in the Sunday Telegraph.  In a nutshell, Richard has faithfully served this 

community since 1965.  In 1993, Richard tried to help Stephen Beckwith to follow him as the village 
undertaker.  He trained him and they worked happily together, like father and son, for the next seven 
years with Stephen managing the arrangements, while Richard continued to meet the mourners and 
direct the funerals on the day, largely because local people, who knew and had grown up with Richard, 
wanted it that way. 
In 2000, Stephen emigrated to Canada and sold his own business to IN Newman Ltd, a large firm in 
Salisbury which had been buying up all the small undertakers in the area.  In 2001, they suddenly tried 
to stop Richard using his own name of Richard Adlem when providing his services as a funeral 
director, claiming that only they had the exclusive rights to use it.  Richard maintains that he had at no 
time ever intended that Stephen should have any rights of that sort, and his agreement with Stephen 
made no mention of using his name at all.  Richard of course had continued to act as a funeral director 
in his own name throughout their association. 
Things went from bad to worse, and eventually Newmans took Richard to court to prevent him using 
his name – not just the local county court, but to the High Court itself, the building which we all think 
of as the Old Bailey in the centre of London!  Fortunately, Richard won.  But then Newmans appealed, 
and this time the Court of Appeal ruled that Richard could no longer use his name professionally.  It 
was an extraordinary verdict.  After a lot of digging, we believe we have discovered evidence that the 
leading judge in the Court of Appeal was associated with Newman’s barrister – the judge himself was 
the advisory editor of a book in which Newman’s barrister was involved and which was published 
while the appeal was in progress. Furthermore, they both came from the same barristers’ chambers and 
were on familiar terms with one another, none of which was disclosed to Richard as of course it should 
have been. 
On the other hand, the second judge in the Court of Appeal again found unequivocally in Richard’s 
favour, just like the original judge, but the leading judge overruled her.  Richard has consequently been 
ordered to pay costs and damages which Newmans are claiming amount to nearly a quarter of a million 
pounds, not to mention his own legal costs, despite the fact that his case has now been heard by four 
judges, two of whom have in fact exonnerated Richard.  
Richard appealed to the House of Lords on the grounds of Judicial Prejudice.  In the judge’s written 
judgement, there were several blatant inconsistencies – a typical example is that he stated that Richard’s 
advertisement in the Downsman would have been read by one hundred thousand people, despite the 
fact that he had been told that the 2002 Census recorded the population of Sixpenny Handley to be 
eleven hundred, and of the entire Cranborne Chase as less than seven thousand.  No doubt the editor of 
the Downsman would be delighted that each copy is read by so many people, but of course that is all an 
inexcusable exaggeration. 
The House of Lords has just notified Richard that Judicial Prejudice is not a matter of sufficient public 
interest in his case, despite the fact that there has been a gross miscarriage of justice.  The only other 
recent case of Judicial Prejudice concerned the extradition of General Pinochet, a case involving Lord 
Hoffman, one of the very same Law Lords who has just decided that Richard, a British citizen, is not as 
important as a Chilean dictator! 
This saga goes to the root of British justice:  there have been too many controversial  cases of injustice 
in the courts lately involving local people – Angela Cannings and Sally Clarke to name but two.  
Richard intends to take this to the European Court of Human Rights, and to do so, several villagers 
have established a charitable trust – Victims of Judicial Prejudice – whose aim is to raise funds to 
support cases like Richard’s, both with legal costs and with practical assistance. 
And this is where the village of Sixpenny Handley can help.  Our first action is to submit a Petition to 
the House of Lords protesting that this IS a matter of public interest to OUR community.  Our aim is to 
obtain signatures from the majority of those who live here, as a token of solidarity by the village for 
someone who has devoted forty years of his life to our community as the local funeral director, and 
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buried such dignitaries as Lord Avon, our former Prime Minister, and Cecil Beaton among many 
others.  Anyone who has used Richard professionally will value the compassion, the dignity and the 
generosity for which he is loved.   
We need everyone who reads The Downsman to help, not just by signing the Petition, but by obtaining 
just five other signatures from neighbours and friends.  A copy can be found below and Petitions can be 
delivered to the Surgery and Handley Garage in Dean Lane, to Styles the Paper shop, the Hardware 
store, the Pub, the Butcher, the Post Office, the Hairdresser and the Church, or either to Richard 
personally or to Leonard Holihan at The Hollow in the High Street. 
Please do whatever you can to support Richard in these difficult times.  Of course, he continues to 
arrange funerals as he has always done, and the deceased will continue to lie in his beautiful Chapel of 
Rest in Brushy Bush lane.  But now he has to use the name “Richard Adlem in person”, and tell 
everyone he has nothing to do with Newmans.  So be very careful about advertisements in the Salisbury 
Journal for Richard Adlem Funeral Director, which are all in fact placed by Newmans, and have 
nothing at all to do with Richard; they even advertise sometimes using a Sixpenny Handley address at 
Town Farm Workshops where they have an unmanned warehouse; although the telephone number they 
give is a Sixpenny Handley number, it is actually re-directed to their offices in Salisbury where it is 
answered by Newmans staff.  Many people have made that mistake and been devastated to discover 
later that it was not Richard himself they were getting, but by which time it was too late. 
Please get those five signatures, and lots more of course if you can, by adding a piece of paper to it; 
more forms can be found at all the collection points.  This is probably the first time since the snow 
storm of 1977 that the village can show its solidarity. 
Many thanks to you all. 
Victims of Judicial Prejudice (Chairman Leonard Holihan)  
and villagers of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge and the neighbouring communities. 
For further information telephone 552491, 552496 or 552124. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 
PETITION 

To the House of Lords 
We, the villagers of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge and the 
neighbouring communities humbly and earnestly petition Your Lordships 
to grant Richard Adlem a hearing to investigate the evidence of Judicial 
Prejudice in the case of IN Newman Limited v. Richard Adlem as detailed 
in the submissions. 
 

1.  2.  

3.  4.  

5.  6.  
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DOUG LUCAS 
01725 552636 

 

Logs, lighting wood,  
wood chip and mulch, 

stakes, posts, rails, wattle hurdles, panels 
and all types of fencing  
supplied and erected. 

Also gardens cleared, gravel paths and 
driveways 

 

The Childrens’ Own 
I am sure that you don’t need to be reminded that Christmas is just around the corner, but in 
case you do, Mr. Pippin has dressed up as Father Christmas. As you can see, he is surrounded 
by his friends. Can you remember their names? If you can’t how about giving them new ones. 
How about Harry the Hare, Dotty the ladybird, Nosey the mole or even Slippy the Slow-

Can you think of better ones? Can you make up a 
rhyme about Pippin’s friends in the churchyard? 
I think I’ll have a go, now where will we start?  

 
Pippin 

 
Away in a churchyard, up on the hill, 
Lives old Pippin you can see him there still. 
His friends all around him, 
As the grass he does trim. 
He counts them and helps them to live a long life, 
And tells their stories when home, to his wife.         
There are rabbits and hares, both grazing on tares,  
There are butterflies and moths just shedding our 
cares. 
 



54 

The Downsman  December 2005 

Here is your word search for this edition. Don’t 
be too worried about the words themselves. 
They all come from John, in the Bible. 
 
See how well you do on this one. Then you can 
have a go at our quiz for this time. 
 
December Quiz:- 

1.) How many Reindeer does Father 
Christmas have, 5,6 or 7? 

2.) Where did the name Boxing Day come 
from? 

3.) How many years ago was Jesus born? 
4.) Which bird is the favourite for 

Christmas cards? 
5.) How many wise men were there? 
6.) How many days of Christmas are there? 

Hint, think of the song.  
7.) Can you name three pantomimes?  
8.) Who are Father Christmas’s Little 

Helpers?  
9.) What is traditionally put on the top of 

the Christmas tree?  
10.) What if you are lucky, might you find 

in a Christmas pudding? 
 
Answers to the quiz in the February 
Downsman. 

5 Pledges from Cllr. Tim Palmer 
 

1. I will continue to support all our local schools and to press for more help for 
our local youth clubs and other voluntary organisations.  

 
2. I will make sure that we put as much effort as possible into supporting the 

elderly and helping them lead independent lives.  
 

3. I will press for better enforcement of existing speed limits on our roads and for 
the installation of new limits only where residents want them.  

 
4. I will support all my Parish Councils, Local Action Groups and their Parish 

Plans as local people strive to make a difference in our communities. 
 

5. I will continue to fight for a Fair Deal for Dorset from the government, 
protection for our pensioners and an end to Council Tax being used as a 
Stealth Tax. 

 
Contact me on 01725 552321  
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DON’T FORGET WHATS ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

 Dec-01 Chase Community Friends 24 

Dec-01 Mobile Library Visits 39 

Dec-03 Church Christmas Bazaar 28 

Dec-03 Police Support Unit Visit 38 

Dec-04 Bowls Short Mat Competition 05 

Dec-04 Mini Soccer Home Game 08 

Dec-08 Chase Community Friends 24 

Jan-11 Whist at the Village Hall 15 

Jan-12 Mobile Library Visits 39 

Jan-12 Chase Community Friends 24 

Jan-15 Mini Soccer Home Game 08 

Jan-18 Chase Nursery Bingo 55 

Jan-19 Chase Community Friends 24 

Jan-20 Downsman Copy Deadline 03 
Jan-21 Burns Supper 47 

Jan-25 Whist at the Village Hall 15 

Jan-26 Chase Garden Club 08 

Jan-26 Mobile Library Visits 39 

Jan-26 Chase Community Friends 24 

Jan-29 Mini Soccer Home Game 08 

Feb-02 Chase Community Friends 24 

Feb-08 Whist at the Village Hall 15 

Feb-09 Mobile Library Visits 39 

Feb-09 Chase Community Friends 24 

Feb-10 Artsreach Production 24 

Feb-16 Chase Nursery Link Reply Date 14 

Feb-16 Chase Community Friends 24 

Feb-22 Whist at the Village Hall 15 

Feb-23 Mobile Library Visits 39 

Feb-23 Chase Community Friends 24 

Mar-02 Chase Community Friends 24 


