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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. 

This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within. 

News and Articles... 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman. 
Editor: Kathryn Radclyffe, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley 

 

Email: downsman@sixpennyhandley.org 
 
I have always tried my hardest to make space for late entries to the magazine, however as the   
number of late entries has risen so it is become increasingly difficult.  As the poor folding        
machine is now struggling with all the pages I am looking for ways to cut down on a little bit of 
paper - this could perhaps be achieved by not including late entries.  It would also make it more 
fair on the majority who hand their entries in by the deadline, for their space in the magazine 
would not then be reduced to make room for latecomers. 
 
There are lots of fantastic events taking place in the parish over the festive season so make sure to 
keep an eye out for them!!    Kathryn 

The next edition of this Magazine will be published on the 
1st February 2008 

Copy Deadline is 18th January 2008 

 

Parish Office: 
Unit 5B 
Town Farm Workshops 

 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday   10am – 12 noon 
Thursday    6pm – 7-30pm 

 

Phone: 552211 / 553001 
Email : 
office@sixpennyhandley.org 
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Clerk’s Corner 
 
Road Safety  
 
See & Be Seen 
With the onset of winter and shorter daylight hours, cyclists should ensure that bicycles are properly 
illuminated and pedestrians should consider the use of some sort of reflective material on their 
clothing.  A little bit of effort might prevent a tragic accident.  Parents, please take this seriously. 
 
SID  
The Speed Indicator Device made only a short visit to the village in September which was terminated 
before his presence was announced in this column!!  Does SID help?  Should the Parish Council buy 
such a unit?  Answers, please, to me at home on 553001, or to any Parish Councillor. 
 
Recreation  
There has been discussion regarding the installation of a Multi Unit Games Area at the recreation 
ground.  This would be a costly project requiring considerable local fund-raising as well as grant 
application.  Our chances of success with grants would be enhanced if we can demonstrate that we 
have got rid of the last vestiges of abuse in the area.  Can the young be encouraged to keep the area 
clean and tidy and to report unseemly incidents? 
 
Forthcoming Events   
Plans are afoot for a “Christmas Fayre” in the Village Hall on 15th December & for another function in 
February.  These would raise “seed funding” for a series of events in 2008.  The resurrection of the 
Carnival, perhaps as a Sixpenny Handley Open event in the High Street; A Sports Association 
Weekend; & the Flower Show supported by an Arts & Crafts Fair, together with something for the 
younger parishioners.  The proceeds would be distributed between The Dorset & Somerset Air 
Ambulance, The Church, 1st Woodcutts Scouts, other worthy Parish causes and the balance towards 
improved recreation facilities.   
 
WANTED – Primarily, ideas & enthusiasm for these events.  Each would require a Working Group to 
develop the project and, of course, helpers on the day.  Please contact the Chairman of the Parish 
Council on 552771 or me on 553001. 
 
Christopher Snape. 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
 
The following planning applications have recently been considered by the Parish Council 
1.  3/07/1208 - 7 Littlefield Lane – erect conservatory. 
2.  3/07/1241 – Winterbourne Cottage Minchington – retain land as part of garden (retrospective). 
3.  3/07/1330 – Flint House, 31 High Street – erect garden shed. 
4.  3/07/1408 – Coppice House, New Town – Extension to enlarge kitchen & form dining room. 
 
Approvals 
1.  3/07/0889 – Star House, 14 High Street. Railings on existing wall.  Approved 
2. 3/07/0883 – Caravan site, Church Farm – revised conversion of barn to form reception, toilets,     
    games area, stores and café.  Approved 
3. 3/07/0982 – 125 Handley Green – single storey rear extension.  Approved 
4. 3/07/1124/5 – Monks Cottage, East Woodyates – new raised slate roof with roof lights with rebuilt 

single storey extension.  Withdrawn/Approved 
5. 3/07/1141 – 1 The Cross – solar panels to front elevation.  Approved 
6. 3/07/1208 – 7 Littlefield Lane – erect conservatory.  Approved 
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Have you gone through your winter safety routine? 
 

Seasonal advice from Dorset Fire & Rescue Service 
 
The clocks have gone back and there is a cold crispness to the morning and evening air.  Winter is    
approaching.  It is this time of year when the central heating is turned back on we get the electric    
blanket out of the cupboard, we prepare more hot meals and the festive season sees us using more    
candles and open fires. 
 
For Dorset Fire and Rescue Service we see changes to the types of emergency calls at this time of 
year.  Many accidental fires in the home could be easily avoided if we spent a few minutes to think 
about our safety.  Being aware of the dangers of fire and taking simple preventative measures could 
help save the lives of you and your family. 
 
Your home is full of potential fire risks.  If you are aware of these risks you can ensure that you      
GET SMART and reduce the chances of a fire starting in your home.  We have highlighted below 
some of the most common causes of house fires at this time of the year. 
• Smoking.  Always use proper ashtrays and ensure that cigarettes are put out properly!  Remember 

it is easy to be careless when you are tired or if you have been drinking. 
• Candles.  Always use a proper holder and never leave them unattended.  Ensure you put them out 

completely at night. 
• Lights.  Use common sense and keep lights away from combustible items like curtains and other 

fabrics.  Check those festive lights and remember to turn them off when you go to bed. 
• Cooking - (including chip pans and deep-frying).  Never leave a saucepan on the heat if you are 

called away.  Keep the top of your cooker clean and keep toasters away from curtains.  Make sure 
the festive roast is not the festive toast!!! 

• Heaters and fires.  Always position heaters at least one metre (three feet) from combustibles such 
as furniture, curtains or clothing.  Always use a fireguard for open fires. 

• Overloaded or faulty electrics.  Be careful not to overload sockets and be sure to use the correct 
adaptor.  Do not plug an adaptor into another adaptor.  Always turn off electrical appliances at the 
wall, rather than leaving them on standby - and never mend cables with insulating tape. 

 
CHECK YOUR SMOKE ALARM.  Check the battery is working by pressing the test button.  This 
should be done weekly.  Fires strike when you least expect them, often during the night so ensure that 
you and your loved ones have an escape plan of what to do and where to go in the event of a fire.  Be 
aware that although fires spread quickly, it is smoke that is the real killer.  If you are asleep when a fire 
stars and you don’t have a smoke alarm to wake you your chances of surviving are very slim. 
 
GET EQUIPED.  Smoke alarms are a proven life saver.  Dorset Fire & Rescue Service can offer a 
free home safe check to priority groups.  If you have no smoke detectors we can install, free of charge, 
a  10-year smoke alarm.  We can also test existing alarms and replace them if necessary.  We can also   
provide alarms with strobe lighting and vibrating pads for people with hearing impairments. 
 

Finally if you are unfortunate to experience a fire in your home 
GET OUT, CALL US OUT STAY OUT 

 
For further fire safety information visit www.dorsetfire.co.uk or if you would like to know more about 
free home fire safety checks please ring 01202 538282 or 01305 259660. 
 
HAVE A SAFE WINTER 
 
Nigel Williams 
Assistant Chief Fire Officer 

http://www.dorsetfire.co.uk
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Free Broadband Internet Access 

  
Sixpenny Handley Parish Council together with the Village Hall have both been chosen to be amongst 
the first recipients of hardware within the Connecting Dorset Project. Broadband Internet connections 
are being installed in the Parish Office and the Village Hall which will permit users to go on line for 
free. Whenever the Parish Office is open (Tuesdays 1000 – 1200 and Thursdays 1800-1930) there is a 
terminal available for public use with assistance from the Parish Clerk. Whilst emails can be sent, it 
will not be possible for them to be received.   
  
It is hoped that early in the New Year public access sessions will also be available in the Village Hall 
and that the terminal may be available for use during organised bookings, provided a trained supervisor 
is available. Anyone wishing to volunteer to be trained as a supervisor should ring Tony Gibb on 
552704.  Connecting Dorset is providing terminals and broadband to all Parish and Town councils in 
the County and also to 120 Village Halls. The project is being run by the Dorset Association of Parish 
and Town Councils together with Dorset Community Action. 
 

Bus Shelters around the village 
  
The Parish Council is currently looking into the positioning of the bus shelter around the village. Two 
sites are under consideration, the first being by the Roebuck/ telephone exchange, the second outside 
the parish office. If you have any comments or views on either of the above sites or any others please 
contact us on the numbers below. 
  

 

SHReD 
 

                                  
 
Collection of Garden Waste:- 
 
Two practice runs will take place in the village of Sixpenny Handley on the mornings of  Monday 3rd. 
December and Monday 17th December. 
 
Collection proper, will commence on the morning of Monday January 7th 2008 and every second  
Monday from that date. 
 
For the two December collections, the garden waste will have to be made available in your own, non-
returnable bags. After this date 120/140 litre, biodegradable paper bags will be supplied by SHReD, 
which will cost 50p each and will be used only once. This will facilitate   collection and processing on 
site. 
 
After the 1st of January, bags will only be collected from members, i.e. people who have paid their an-
nual subscription of £10. We know several people have already paid some months ago, we thank them 
for their patience and assure them that we are very aware of whom they are. 
 
To find out how to pay your annual subscription, or to arrange a collection please contact Ted Cox on 
552801, or email madted6@aol.com or Simon Meaden on 552715, or email si-
mon.meaden@tesco.net .  

mailto:madted6@aol.com
mailto:mon.meaden@tesco.net
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ALL MONEY RAISED TO GO    
FORWARD TO FINANCE  PARISH 
EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2008 

 

TO BOOK YOUR TABLE TOP/CRAFT STALL PITCH  
FOR ONLY £5 PLEASE TELEPHONE 01725 552771 

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS TO DONATE FOR OUR PRIZE DRAW OR  

TABLE TOP SALE PLEASE TELEPHONE THE ABOVE NUMBER 
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               Handley Sports Youth FC 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Since the last Downsman we have had quite an exciting and busy period. We have had seven games 
and signed three new excellent players. The three players we have signed have all come from Rossgarth 
Youth in Verwood. For us as a club to be attracting players from teams such as Rossgarth is great and 
run teams from under 8's right up to men’s sides - and at the moment we only have the one youth team 
in us. Firstly Bradley Sando and Christian Gully-Smith joined us and the following week Alan Griffiths 
also joined after hearing good things about us. 
  
Our second game of the season was away to Purbeck Panthers. We travelled down there in pouring rain 
and the rain continued throughout the match and all credit to the lads as conditions were atrocious, so 
we did well to come away with a 3 - 1 win with a hat-trick from Harry Bullmore. 
 
Our next game was home to Weymouth Cougars who had finished a very respectable 3rd in the league 
above us last season. Knowing this the lads were a bit wary and unfortunately halfway through the 
second half found ourselves 4 - 0 down. Weymouth were a very physical but fair side and after the boys 
had received one or two kicks it stung them into action and we got two goals back in quick succession - 
one from George and the other a penalty from Josh Downie scoring his first ever goal for us in the three 
years since we started. We pushed for a 3rd but couldn't quite get it but had we then I think we might 
have got back into it. 
 
Our next game was away to Broadstone Braves. In a scrappy match we came out 4 -1 winners. All four 
goals from top scorer Harry Bullmore. 
 
The week after we travelled AGAIN this time too Bearwood United. We didn't start well and in the first 
minute found ourselves 1 down. This was the first game that two of our new players played and it was 
one of them Bradley Sando that got his first goal in his first game for us with an accurate shot. Just 
before half-time our defence cleared the ball but their midfielder hit it straight back and it flew in off 
the bar. So at half-time we very unluckily found ourselves losing 2 - 1. Though in the 2nd half we were 
fantastic! The passing and movement and commitment from them was outstanding but for all of this we 
just couldn't get a goal but with ten minutes remaining our captain Jaydon Barry, a lot further forward 
than normal, found the bottom right hand corner to get our equaliser. This buoyed the lads and they got 
two further goals to win comfortably 4 - 2. 
 
The next two weeks we played the same team in as many weeks - Colehill Sports. We had two very 
tough games against them. A real battling side that never gave up,the first game we drew 3 - 3 again in 
very wet conditions our goalscorers Harry Bullmore 2 and Christian Gully-Smith our 3rd signing on his 
debut. The week after we went to them and managed to get a hard fought win 2 - 1 our goals this time 
from Harry Bullmore again and an excellent volley from Bradley Sando that flew into the top corner! 
 
Our next match was again Bearwood due to some strange fixture re-arrangements, after our last match 
we knew they would be tough opposition but we played possibly the best we have in 3 years and won 5 
- 1, we were excellent from start to finish although the first goal took a while to come. Tom Brown took 
a long shot from someway out and the keeper tipped it out for a corner, Bradley Sando hit it in driven 
well and the goalkeeper could only get a hand to it as it dropped into the net, that was Bradley's 3rd 
goal in four games us and has made a great start with us. The next two goals came very quick again as 
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we have done several times this season both from Harry Bullmore the first pouncing on a loose ball to 
hit home with his left foot and the 2nd a great low drive past the goalkeeper. After that it was the 
Christian Gully-Smith show as he came on and scored two good goals, again Christian is the 2nd of the 
new players and also has made a very encouraging start scoring 3 goals in 3 games. The other new 
player Alan Griffiths also had his best game for us in this game in defence and its a big well done to all 
3 for settling in and doing so well so quickly to gel in along with all the other good and committed 
players we have.  This leaves us 2nd in the table, only 2 points behind first place! 
  
For all our updated results and info please take a look at our new website www.clubwebsite.co.uk/
handleysportsyouthfc and sign our guestbook. 
 
Please as always come and support the local youth team we as a team our always pleased to see people 
from the area its only an hour each game. Our next home fixtures are as follows:  
2nd Dec - Mudeford Swans 
6th Jan - Sturminster Newton 
13th Jan - Purbeck Panthers 
20th Jan - Broadstone Braves 
  
For anymore information or new players that want to join please call me on Adam Day on 01258 
452481 or 07748 127369. 

 
Short Mat Bowls 

 
 
 

Sixpenny Handley ‘A’ Team Short Mat Bowls: Fixtures 2008 
DIVISION 2 
 
Tuesday 15th January Sherborne Westenders Home 
Friday 25th January Bourton Flax  Away 
Tuesday 12th February Tarrant Keyneston Kops Away 
Thursday 21st February Caundles  Home 
Tuesday 26th February Sturlings  Away 
Tuesday 18th March Camelot ‘A’  Home 
Thursday 20th March Sturlings  Home 
 
 
Tanners Short Mat Bowls: Fixtures 2008 
DIVISION 5 
 
Thursday 17th January Milborne Willows Home 
Thursday 14th February Buckhorn Bucks Home 
Monday 25th February Bishops Home 
Tuesday 11th March Buckhorn Stags Home 
Tuesday 25th March Milborne Willows Away 

http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/
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Poppy  
The black and white Jack Russell 

 
 
About 17 years ago Ernie Maidment (Sixpenny Handley 
resident) with his wife picked up Poppy from the dog rescue 
centre in Salisbury. 
 
A few years later Ernie was unable to take Poppy on her daily 
walks so a number of villagers took turns to walk her, 
ourselves included. When Ernie passed away Enid Hudson 
took Poppy into her home. Enid was also unable to walk the 
dog so the locals carried on as before. 
 
Enid had Poppy for 5 – 6 years before she passed away. We 
then took Poppy into our home to look after her. We had Poppy for 1 ½ years, by this time she 
was very frail; poor eyesight and very deaf. The quality of her life had become so poor we 
reluctantly had her put to sleep. It was a very distressing and tearful goodbye to a village dog 
of 17 years.  But in that time she did have three loving homes and was well looked after. 
 
She was well known in the village and very often some of the locals would give her a biscuit 
or some other treat when on her walks. 
 
Although much liked, in her early days she was a real madam. She would snarl and bark at 
every dog she saw whatever the size or how many – I’m sure she would have taken on a lion 
if she met one. But that was the character of Poppy the little Jack Russell. 
 

We are trying to make a polite request 
Please, please will you do your very best 
When through the village you take a stroll, 
Please keep your dogs under full control. 

That means on a lead until you are past 
All the houses, from first to last. 
We are fed up with your hounds’ wees and poos. 
Your friendship we would hate to loose. 

We like your dogs, but love our flowers 
Which we tend and prune for hours and hours. 
Along the lane bound your doggie friends 
"Visiting" each garden, and our flowers they 
bend. 
 

 
Pick up, or put in the ditch their smelly deposits 
Better still, dispose of later in your closets. 
Surely it's not too much to ask of you 
But, Our lane and our gardens are not a canine 
loo. 

My lines are not of the very best 
Please though, note my doggerel request. 

ANON. 

Written on behalf of some residents in Pentridge. 
 

NOTICE FOR MOST DOG OWNERS IN PENTRIDGE AND 
VISITING DOG OWNERS 
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Greetings,  
 
My name is Nick Torok and I am the newly appointed P.C.S.O (Police 
Community Support Officer) for Sixpenny Handley.  For those of you not 
already aware Sixpenny Handley is now being policed from Wimborne Po-
lice Station as opposed to Blandford Police Station.  This handover took 
place on the 1st of October 2007.   
 

Your Wimborne Rural Team now consists of two Police Officers PC Jane Brittain & PC      
Andrew Watkins & two P.C.S.Os - myself 5388 & Neal Rooke 5384.  Sergeant Alan Setchell 
is the new Safer Neighbourhood Team supervisor. 
  
Dorset Police is now taking on the new Safer Neighbourhood Policing Team’s policy as        
directed by the Home Office, which will be fully operational by April 2008. 
  
How will this affect you, you may ask!  Wimborne has four beat teams – Town, Colehill, 
Leigh Park and Rural.  We have, as previously explained, taken Sixpenny Handley into our 
Rural beat and we will be taking over a larger area to incorporate Sturminster Marshall as 
well. 
 
You will see us locally conducting Baseline Surveys in most of the villages in the area.  Your 
views and fears of crime REALLY DO count. 
  
We will also be working more closely with other agencies such as Parish Councils, local   
councils, housing associations and health services to improve and try to resolve any  neigh-
bourhood problems. 
  
Our contact number is 01202 222222. 
  
A Surgery will be held in Sixpenny Handley on the 21st December where you as villagers can 
come and meet us.  Flyers will be distributed nearer the time giving the time and location of 
the Surgery.   
 
I look forward to meeting you all there. 
  
Regards, 
 
Nick Torok 5388 

 
Mobile Library Schedule   

 
Visits on Thursday Fortnightly 

 
Woodyates  – Cobley Close  2.25 – 2.40 First School     3.00 – 3.20 
Roebuck Inn      3.25 – 3.45 Dean Lane      3.50 – 4.05 
Sheasby Close   4.10 – 4.30  
 

December 13th, 27th, January 10th, 24th 
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The end of yet another year approaches, with 
more worries about global warming. We at 
Woodcutts are seriously thinking of opting out 
of these happenings, after all we haven’t had one 
aeroplane take off or land here, and for that 
matter no large ships have docked here, nor have 
we any factory chimneys belching smoke, 
however we do have two 4x4s and the 
occasional bonfire, but in the case of the latter at 
least we are preventing material going to 
landfill. The only street lighting is from the 
moon, and there is no constant rush of through 
traffic, with the exception of the main Sixpenny 
Handley/ Tollard Royal by-pass, which we in 
the suburbs don’t really accept as part of 
Woodcutts. We do occasionally have a heavy 
goods vehicle down the lane, but they certainly 
don’t try it a second time; especially articulated 
vehicles, which find they can’t turn around and 
have to reverse the quarter of a mile back out. 
 
With the roads and other facilities not improved 
for at least thirty years, possibly when the last 
house was built here, there has been no 
population explosion as in the rest of the world. 
(Please see back copies of the Downsman for the 
annual census that is taken occasionally.) In fact 
since there are no plans to build more houses 
here, we don’t expect the situation to change. 
Nor do we expect to lose any land due to change 
in sea levels because of global warming, so the 
population density remains the same. 
 
Apart from the above facts, there is 
photographic evidence that global warming is 
not taking place at Woodcutts, as shown below. 
 
 

Church B.B.Q. at Woodcutts last August 
 

 
Despite whatever we might wish, global 
warming is occurring whether we like it or not. 
How much blame can be laid at man’s doorstep 
is still not agreed, but we can be absolutely 
certain that the dramatic rise in world population 
over the last century, the use of fossil fuels and 
the ‘improving lifestyles’ of the developing 
nations, particularly India and China, to elevate 
them to the ranks of the so called ‘developed 
nations’, is having a serious environmental 
effect, as can be seen in the next picture. 
 

A melted ice cream van 
More evidence of Global Warming 

 
However much we joke, Global warming is with 
us, and unless we disagree with some of the 
greatest scientists of our age, we must concede 
that we are heading for some serious 
consequences. Even our gardens are going to 
suffer quite severely with small amounts of 
climate change. If we get prolonged dry spells 
particularly in summer, water will become too 
scarce to use on flower gardens and lawns, and 
despite the increased CO2 which is essential for 
photosynthesis and growth, most plants will 
suffer. They will get rid of the larger, early 
leaves and produce fewer, smaller thicker ones 
where the stomata (breathing holes), are fewer in 
number and more protected. This of course will 
lead to less productive lifestyles, which are 
already showing up in onions and cauliflowers, 
while longer growing seasons, providing there is 
sufficient water for irrigation, will improve 
yields of potatoes and most root crops, 
particularly carrots. 
 
Some species require a period of vernalisation, 
where the seed is naturally subjected to quite 
specific times of low temperatures, and will not 
sprout   unless   these  are  achieved.  This  could 

Autumn 2007 at Woodcutts 
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result in selected seeds being kept in freezers or 
fridges. Other plants require wood chilling 
times, before they awaken properly and produce 
fruit; the blackcurrant bushes are examples here, 
and growers are already experiencing reduced 
yields. 
 
So all in all, there are some advantages to the 
gardener, and some disadvantages in the short 
term, while in the long term there could be many 
serious problems to gardening as we know it. 
 
Potatoes will have to be planted at the first 
opportunity each year, with earlier blight attacks 
probable, especially where irrigation is used. 
Foliage will die back earlier in the autumn, and 
crops will have to be harvested sooner. In my 
case, that will have to be before Christmas as I 
have still two rows of my harvest to dig. The 
main crop variety I grow, Sarpo Mira, is 
available only from Thompson and Morgan, and 
has a very high resistance to blight and seems to 
be unpalatable to slugs to some extent. So for all 
gardeners who are always behind with 
everything, this is the variety to grow. 
 
My early gardening career was much influenced 
by an elderly gentleman, who for our purposes 
here, we will call ‘Old Bob’. He was a prolific 
potato grower and always grew enough for his 
family throughout the year, his many chicken 
and a pig or two in the pig sty. Everyone knew 
of his great affinity to potato growing and of his 
great sense of urgency at harvest time. 
 
Come September, because in Old Bob’s eyes, no 
potatoes should be harvested before then 
because the skin would not be set, he would be 
asked by everyone who came across him, “How 
are your spuds this year Bob?” All would get the 
same reply, year in and year out, “Not so good 
this yeer, sumes as big as peas, sumes as big 
marbles and the rest is litl’uns.” He would say 
this without a smile or change in voice, this was 
mainly because he had to talk through his 
clenched teeth, because they were holding his 
pipe, which was considerably heavier than it 
should be because of it being held together with 
copious amounts of Elastoplast. 
 
Old Bob was just one of the many country 
characters whom I have known, and there is a 
book waiting to be written about him. In today’s 
world  where  everyone  needs  to conform, there 

just aren’t the characters that there used to be. 
How things change as you grow older, I 
certainly didn’t expect to be surrounded by oil 
seed rape, in this part of the countryside, or 
anywhere else for that matter. All the arable 
fields in direct contact to the few grassland fields 
here, are drilled with this green brassica. 
However, in the past the seeds of this crop have 
been grown for oil extraction, mostly for human 
consumption with some of the residue used for 
animal feed. Now of course, a large amount of 
what is sown is harvested under contract for bio 
fuels, mostly after being exported to Germany, 
where bio-diesel has become an important part 
of the economics of fuel. There are many points 
for and against this change, with the most 
important being either the increase in cost of 
wheat because of the smaller acreage grown and 
the huge amount of rape flowering in the spring, 
which effects so many people with chest 
complaints. Another point which as yet has not 
been spoken of much, is the way in which this 
huge increase in acreage will influence the 
wildlife of the areas where it is to be grown. Not 
simply because of the actual acreages, but 
because of the agrochemicals which will of 
necessity be used, with special mention of 
insecticides. These among other things will 
seriously effect the wild insects, but also the 
honey bees, which are so important to the honey 
production in this country. 
 
We could go on and on about changes, which 
both global warming and man’s quest for an 
‘improved life style’ could effect. The best we 
can do is to try and control our own ways of life 
styles and enjoy the more positive side of global 
warming. 
 
I really have to finish now as the editor awaits, 
but before I do, please look for the notes about 
SHReD in this December edition, it is in 
business officially from the new year. 
 
Thank you for reading the article and God Bless 
you. 
 
Ted Cox  (19.11.07)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



14 

The Downsman       December 2007  

 

 
Village Hall News  

 
 
Hello Again, 
 
I will start this report by saying I told you so. Mrs Gerrish’s Guest House was first class entertainment 
very funny and boldly presented. There were over 70 people in the audience. Thank you for coming 
for those who couldn’t make it - you missed an excellent evenings entertainment. Thanks to Pat for 
operating the box office and Carole and Rob for looking out to the kitchen. 
 
Yes you told me what you thought of the new chairs. I quite agree they are most uncomfortable. The 
backs are too low and the angle of the seat is such that after a short time you find yourself almost on 
the floor.  However I have sourced some different ones with higher backs much like the chairs in the 
pavilion. I will keep at it. 
 
Lots of bargains at the AUCTION thanks to the team for all their hard work. We had lots of fun 
(especially on Sunday). We managed to raise £1,016.00 for hall funds. Thanks again for your support. 
There seems to be quite a lot of support for the film shows - maybe in the new year we will go ahead 
with one or two shows. Keep an eye on the notice boards in the hall and the village for more info. 
 
Friday 1st February 2008  jazz with the Neil Maya Quartet at 7.30PM 
Box Office 01725 552591 
 
The Neil Maya Quartet is one of the South West's most exciting and talented modern and 
contemporary jazz groups. Hope you enjoy this one. 
 
Forest Forge presents ‘To The Marrow’ on Thursday 13th March 2008 at 7.30PM more info next time. 
 
Since my last report I have attended a Fire Assessment course. This was because of the Regulatory 
reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 which came into force this October. This means that what the Fire 
Officer came to the V H to inspect and advise on has now been placed on my shoulders.  More forms 
to fill in. More records to keep. All organisations that use the hall must carry out a Fire Drill at least 
once a year - this has to be monitored and recorded.  Please let me know if you intend to have a Fire 
Drill so that I can be present. 
 
While I am on the subject of legislation two years ago I spent many hours and sleepless nights trying 
to get my head round the premises licensing act 2003 which I finally succeeded in doing only to be 
told now that all that is to be scraped. The proposal now is to give me the responsibility for authorising 
the sale of alcohol at the V H. The download is some 64 pages - that is just to start with. The 
government doesn’t seem to be able to make up its mind as to what it wants. This is after all just a 
voluntary job or has the government decided to make it a fully paid-up chief executive post? I do not 
think that the V H finances would stand that for very long  
 
Thanks for reading this I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year thanks for all 
your support during the past year. 
 
 
Gordon Oxford 
Chairman  
 

Email the Village Hall:  
villagehall@sixpennyhandley.org 

mailto:villagehall@sixpennyhandley.org
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Sixpenny Handley Village Hall 
 New Years Party and Dance 

31st Dec 8pm - Till late 
 

American Supper 
 

Bring your own drinks 
Ticket £7  Tel 01725 552591 

 
 

: 

Friday 1st February 2008.   7:30pm.    Tickets available from 
  Clarkes the Butcher or 
  Pat Oxford: 552591. 
 
The Neil Maya Quartet is one of South West's most exciting 
and talented modern and contemporary jazz groups. They play 
jazz to the highest standard throughout the South West from 

the tip of Cornwall through Devon, Somerset, Dorset. 
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With Christmas coming up and most probably 
the busiest time in our year with shopping, more 
shopping, cooking and even more shopping 
taking up most of our spare time over the next 
few weeks it is likely that most of us will be 
feeling tired and lacking in energy in the coming 
weeks leading up to Christmas.  Many people 
will already be feeling exhausted due to our 
continually demanding lifestyle and 
commitments and Christmas merely compounds 
the problem for many people. I thought this 
would be a good subject to tackle in this issue of 
the Downsman as low energy is easily dealt with 
if you know how. 
 
The first step is to make an assessment of 
whether energy loss and fatigue are a recent 
factor and merely due to the extra work involved 
in arranging Christmas for the family or whether 
it is a longer standing problem or maybe due to 
getting older and reduced function as a result  – 
probably a problem that has just crept up slowly 
until becoming a significant problem in life. 
 
Conventional medicine alone can’t always solve 
this problem of fatigue and energy wipe-out as 
fatigue isn’t a disease as such, and sadly may be 
dismissed.  Fatigue and lack of energy are 
usually symptoms of a fatigue causing lifestyle, 
an overstressed lifestyle, the result of an 
infection, (often virus related), may result from 
poor diet and nutrition or it may be that a thyroid 
imbalance or lack of oxygen in the body are the 
culprits.  And so all of these factors need to be 
considered when treating fatigue, tiredness and 
energy loss.  
 
Having ascertained the likely cause of the 
problem, and here iridology comes in very 
useful and would certainly be my starting point 
in any treatment for someone who was tired all 
the time. Along with some lifestyle questions, 
and whether there had been a change in eating 
habits and diet, and weight stability changes 
recently; whether the person yawned a lot 
(which would denote a condition called hypoxia 
which refers to lack of oxygen in the body and 
possibly anaemia leading to energy loss).  These 
would give an indication of whether the 
person’s’ main energy production function in the 
body’s  muscle cells was affected (these cells are 

called mitochondria) or whether the body was 
actually able to produce sufficient energy in the 
form of ATP (a substance that produces energy 
from the metabolism (a digestion process) of 
food in the body needed to fuel energy in all the 
body’s cells.  If this was the case then certain 
essential vitamins, minerals, enzymes, amino 
acids and chemical reactions may be absent in 
the energy production chain.  By simply 
adjusting the person’s diet, supplement intake, 
adding aerobic exercise into their lifestyle, or 
identifying the stressor and removing it – one or 
more of these may restore good energy levels 
and vitality.  Thyroid function imbalance may be 
at the root of the problem and this also needs to 
be considered. 
 
And so by taking all these factors into 
consideration, as often the resulting loss of 
energy or fatigue will have developed from a 
different combination of factors for every 
individual (as we are all unique in our make-up 
and lifestyle) a programme could be devised to 
help each individual to regain their energy levels 
and stamina. 
 
The kinds of situations that might lead to fatigue 
may be as simple as not drinking enough water 
each day – 2 litres is the recommended amount – 
this may be a good start that you can make 
straight away which may make all the difference 
to your energy levels.  The reason for this is that 
water contains oxygen which helps not only 
produce enough oxygen for the metabolism of 
food but to actually provide more oxygen for 
those with reduced oxygen levels in the body 
(hypoxia).  
 
Diet and nutrition may play a large part in 
boosting energy production and, if this is the 
case for you then it is a good idea to eat smaller 
amounts of food more often – say every 2-3 
hours – to keep blood sugar levels stable and 
prevent energy levels plummeting due to a sugar 
slump.  These mini-meals should be made up 
from carbohydrates (not sweet quick fix snacks 
but simple carbohydrates such as a piece of raw 
fruit or vegetable (raw carrots are good), sugar 
free whole grain products are also good or a 
handful of nuts (unsalted and un-roasted are 
best).   Ensure  that  you  get  a  good  balance of  

TIRED ALL THE TIME? 
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carbohydrate and protein for breakfast such as 
muesli, or an oat based sugar free cereal, both 
with low-fat milk or soya milk, or maybe some 
dried fruit. 
 
Lunch should include a balance of  protein  and 
carbohydrate such as turkey or chickpeas in a    
whole-grain sandwich or good old baked beans 
on toast -the perfect solution to balanced protein 
+ carbohydrate food on one plate.  A baked 
potato or sweet potato with maybe chicken and 
broccoli is another good choice.  Follow with a 
piece of fruit.   
 
Mid afternoon another protein + carbohydrate 
snack – maybe a bean dip or hummus with 
tortilla chips or whole-grain pitta bread fingers.  
 
The evening meal should include fish or chicken 
or a bean based meal maybe, with brown rice or 
millet grain or any other whole-grain, a green 
salad and/or steamed vegetables. Follow with a 
fruit sweetened yogurt for desert.   
 
A mid-evening snack may be whole-grain cereal 
with fat free milk or soya milk. 
 
Look at your environment and make sure that 
you get some short spells of fresh air daily – this 
can be combined with gentle exercise such as a 
short walk at lunchtime, or walk part of the way 
to or from work each day – a 10 minute walk 
can provide up to 2 hours of energy!  If you are 
not used to exercise or are recovering from 
illness then approach exercise gently to start 
with, activities such as yoga or tai chi and do 
talk to your GP first to make sure that exercise is 
a suitable option for you.   
 
Surround yourself with warm colours that will 
send impulses to your brain to boost energy 
levels – yellow is the most energising colour 
especially beneficial because not only does it 
simulate sunshine but  it is the colour that 
stimulates creativity and positive energy, orange 
and red also work.  Clear up the clutter both at 
home and in your work space – clutter can often 
contribute to energy loss. 
 

Surround yourself with natural scents that you 
enjoy – fresh flowers, a basket of citrus fruits 
(slice one when you feel fatigued – the perfume 
will enliven your senses and you could eat it as 

well and put necessary nutrients into your body 
at the same time!  A mint or basil plant nearby is 
another good idea – just crush a few leaves and 
inhale and you’ll see what I mean. 
 
Try to eliminate annoying or energy sapping 
noises from your environment – you know the 
ones I mean – such as noise from electrical 
equipment, music that you don’t particularly 
enjoy, the TV constantly on in the background, 
etc, instead try listening to music or sounds that 
you do enjoy, try a CD of natural sounds such as 
waves, waterfalls, birdsong etc.   
 
Make sure that you get enough undisturbed sleep 
each night so that your energy sources can be 
replaced.   
 
You may want to supplement your diet with a 
magnesium supplement, the best forms are likely 
to be magnesium citrate or magnesium oxide, or 
may be even a combination.  Magnesium is an 
essential factor in every stage of energy 
production and is often depleted in the body 
through lack of fresh fruits, vegetables and nuts.  
A simple, non-invasive test  that  I  can  perform 
will confirm which type you  
need or also a great range of beneficial 
supplements such as some of the B vitamins, 
iron, co-enzyme Q10 or Co-factor A., maybe 
iodine, or phosphate or maybe an amino acid 
complex.  Don’t try all of these – ensure first 
which ones you need, how much of it, how often 
and for how long to get your energy levels back 
on track – only the correct blend for you will 
work to optimise your energy levels, if you need 
information on this please do give me a call. 
 
Wishing you all an energetic and Happy 
Christmas and a New Year filled with energy 
and creativity. 
 
Sheila Ralph M.H., BSYA(Natur.), (Irid.),
(N.Th.), (Ad.C.M.A.) (I.H.) 
Master Herbalist, Naturopath, Iridology, 
Nutrition, Acupressure & Tui’na and Indian 
Head Massage practitioner. 
Clinics available at The Centre for 
Complementary Health Care in Blandford 
Forum and at Sixpenny Handley.  Contact 01258 
458120, 01725 552265 or www.bcchc.co.uk for 
further information 
 

http://www.bcchc.co.uk
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KING OF KINGS KIDS’ CLUB  
 

Saturday 15th December  
10-12.30pm  

at St Mary’s Sixpenny Handley 
 

A chance to have fun, play games and make stuff while we learn 
about Christmas.  

 
All children are welcome, but under fives please bring an adult.  

Book now – places are limited!   
 

Please phone Maureen Lockyer  
on 01725 552492 

Christmas joy 
Christmas cheer 
Decorations 
Now appear 
Kitchen cosy 
Scrumptious smells 
Puddings - cakes 
Sweets and 'jells' 
Mother busy 
Cards posted 
Gifts bought 
Lists noted - 
Wrapping paper 
Silver string 
Baubles shining 
Church bells ring - 
Christmas Eve 
Starlit night 
Church is filling 

Flowers bright 
Christingle candles 
Shining eyes 
Children singing 
To the skies - 
Christmas morning 
Children's chatter 
Kitchen busy 
Saucepans clatter 
Loaded table 
Christmas fayre - 
Happy faces 
Everywhere 
Christmas joy 
Christmas cheer 
Over for 
Another year ! 
 
Margaret Quinn 

A Verse for Christmas 
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The Best Kept Village Competition 

 
Dear Villagers  
 
Dorset Community Action annually informs the Parish Councils of the            
Competition Calendar and the closing dates for applications. Should a Council not 
be interested in taking up the challenge then in most cases that is the end of 
the matter. 
 
I am keen to draw to your attention that in fact any official organisation can   
enter their village into either or both competitions .  This includes such bodies 
as The Church, Village Hall, Gardening Club, Boy Scouts, WI etc.  The Entrant 
will be the receiver of any prize that may be awarded. 
 
The Best Kept Village Competition is now sponsored by W & S Recycling and 
there are good cash prizes available in five categories including a prize for the 
highest scoring village which has not been entered in the last ten years. All you 
have to do is fill in a very short entry form plus a simple hand drawn map of 
where playgrounds, notice boards seat etc can be found.  A panel of local judges 
will visit each village at least once during May, June or July. 
 
The Community Village Competition is sponsored by Calor Gas.  This is a National 
Competition with eventual winners getting very large cash prizes. 
 
At County level this competition is based on a question and answer Application 
Form where once again it is judged locally.  This competition is nothing to do with 
tidiness of the village but deals with what the village does for the community.  
As with the Best Kept Competition there are good cash prizes available at Coun-
ty level. 
 
A Presentation Evening is held in the early autumn which all competing villages 
are invited to attend. This is normally very well supported by the Chairmen of 
Dorset County Council and all Dorset District Councils who all contribute towards 
the prizes. 
 
Details of these competitions can be obtained from the Dorset Community     
Action Web Site.  You may also contact me, the County Organiser on 01929 
405504 or email stanleywood@tiscali.co.uk  

mailto:stanleywood@tiscali.co.uk


20 

The Downsman       December 2007  

 

At the Institute Meeting in October Mrs. Emery gave a detailed account of the  changing face of 
gardens from the mid 18th Century when Capability Brown designed huge landscapes for the 
aristocracy. Flowers and vegetables were banned from view to a hidden spot behind the house. Over the 
years gardens became more artistic and flowers featured prominently especially in front gardens when 
the population at large became hooked on gardening with Queen Victoria setting the pace. By the 
beginning of the 20th Century an Agricultural College had been built and books were published 
showing the latest ‘must have’ designs – nothing changes. 
 
In November we were expecting to hear from Mrs. Thom but she was unable  to come due to an 
accident. Three members ‘volunteered’ to fill the gap each telling a story taken from their earlier years 
and Margaret Quinn played a recording of four of her poems. The National Resolutions for 2008 were 
read and discussed briefly in readiness for a Group Meeting at the end of November. 
 
Eight members went to the Autumn Council Meeting in Weymouth. June Austin, Chairman proudly 
announced that Dorset Federations War Record Book 1939-1945 had been entered into the British 
Libraries Hidden Treasures Competition by Dorset Library Service and had won first prize. Sixpenny 
Handley W.I. were involved with this publication. Is there anyone out there who helped to compile this 
record? Jan Gibb  - 01725 552704 eagerly awaits your call. 
 
The book is on display at the Dorchester Library. 
 
National Chair, Fay Mansell, addressed the council in the morning and in the afternoon Lesley Waters 
from ‘Ready Steady Cook’ prepared and cooked three dishes (on stage – smoke and aromas too), whilst 
telling the story of how she discovered cooking (from her mother of course) and her rise to fame. 
 
The well attended Beacon Group meeting was most enjoyable. Mr. Richard  Collier, an avid trekker/
mountaineer/photographer showed slides of a trip to the Kathmandu Valley and the Langtang region of 
the Himalayas. The scenes of remote Nepalese villages and people going about their daily business 
were so clear and colourful one could almost smell them – like the lad who had not removed his jacket 
for six months! 
 
Fingers crossed, come next Spring Sixpenny Handley will have a smile on its face. As part of our 85th 
celebrations bulbs have been planted around the four village signs to create a welcoming sight for one 
and all. 
 
Dates for Diaries 
5th  December    Group Carol Service 7pm at Shroton 
10th December   Christmas Party Mrs. Hughes and Mr. Werler ‘Dickens at Christmas’ 
14th January   Mrs. S. Critchley. The History of Wimbledon’ 
23rd February   Jumble Sale 
 
Seasons Greetings To Everyone And A Happy And Peaceful New Year 

 
Institute meetings are held generally on 2nd Mon. in the month  

in the Village hall starting at 7:30 pm. Enquiries to Secretary:  01725 552042 

News 
And  Information 

NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF WOMEN’S 

INSTITUES 
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A new website for walkers in Dorset 
 
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s good for your heart, it’s good for your 
lungs, it’s good for the muscle and bone growth of your children and it’s good for your feeling 
of wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence now supports the many benefits to health of regular 
walking – it is recommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a day. 
 
Studies show that walking can: 
• Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke 
• Lower blood pressure 
• Reduce high cholesterol and improve blood lipid profile 
• Reduce body fat 
• Enhance mental well being 
• Increase bone density, hence helping to prevent osteoporosis 
• Reduce the risk of cancer of the colon 
• Reduce the risk of non insulin dependant diabetes 
• Help to control body weight 
• Help osteoarthritis 
• Help flexibility and co-ordination hence reducing the risk of falls 
 
Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit. If parents express excitement 
about the prospect of a walk in the countryside, they are more likely to transmit this feeling to 
their children. It’s important to treat the walk as an exploration or adventure and to go at the 
child’s pace, no matter how often they want to stop and look at things; take treats to eat and 
plenty to drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to them such as a castle, a    
playground, an ice cream van or a boating pond. If children experience walking as part of a 
fun activity they are more likely to want to go again. 
 
So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up with the lack 
of information on walks that were going on in the County. So, he decided that if he couldn’t 
find what he was looking for – he had better create it! So www.walkingindorset.co.uk came 
into being.  
 
www.walkingindorset.co.uk gives you all the information you need to get walking in the 
beautiful Dorset countryside 
 
Free Walk descriptions        Download loads of Dorset walks Free of charge!  
Want to walk with others?  Go to the Walking Groups page.  
How about a book of Dorset walks?  Check the many books of walks on the books page  
Need a map for your Dorset walk?  Go to the maps page  
What will the weather be like?  Go to the Dorset walking weather page  
 
There are also links to other useful sites, how to get to your walk by public transport – and 
more is being added all the time. 
 
So check out the website and get walking! 

http://www.walkingindorset.co.uk
http://www.walkingindorset.co.uk
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Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club AGM 

 
 
 
 

 
At the AGM held in October, the members considered the following options:  
 
1. Election of a new Committee as many of the existing Committee had been involved with 

the Club for many years and wished to retire. 
 
2. Election of a committee comprising, Chairman, Treasurer and Shaftesbury League      

Coordinator.  This Committee to provide a skeleton service, collecting the subs,         
providing keys, paying ongoing liabilities and running the Shaftesbury League.  Simple 
rules covering the new structure to be adopted at the AGM.  No social or other events 
would be organised. 

 
Unfortunately, it was not possible to find eight members to form a Committee to run the Club 
under the current rules.  Therefore, option 2 as proposed above, was adopted at the AGM. 
 
This is to let you know that the Club will now be run: 
 
In accordance with new rules, details of which can be found on the Club’s notice board. 

 
By three members, who will be the Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Shaftesbury League 

Coordinator. 
 
The three members who have agreed to act are Tracey Lownds – Chairman, Susan Smith – 
Honorary Treasurer and Suzie Whyatt – Shaftesbury League Coordinator. 
 
I am of course delighted and grateful to them for agreeing to take on the running of the Club.  
Please do give them whatever support you can. 
 
The new Committee will be responsible for running the Club and in particular the finances.  
There will be no social events organised, unless by individual members of the Club. 
 
Michael Catchpole 
(former Chairman) 

 

THE CHASE GARDEN CLUB 
 

The Chase Garden Club meets on the last Thursday of each month at 8 pm 
lectures, slides, garden visits etc.  

 
For more information phone  

Peter and Sue Evans 01725 552270      
or Gill Carter on 01725 552030. 
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 SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL  
CHRISTMAS MINI MARKET 

 
 

SATURDAY 15TH DECEMBER 10 AM – 2 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUNTING 
 

JEWELLERY 
 

OLIVE ET AL 
Selection of olives and gifts 

 
TEDDIES & HANDICRAFT 

 
DORSET AIR AMBULANCE 
Christmas Gifts and Soft Toys 

 
THE WALNUT TREE 

Original Handmade Gifts and Greetings Cards 
 

FINE FLOWERS 
Fresh Floral Arrangements and Plants for Christmas 

 
HOLIDAY HAMPERS DORSET 

Local Food Hampers, Hand made Cards, Lucky Dip and Stocking Fillers 
 

BUSY LIZZIES PLANTS 
Bulbs and other Planted Gifts, Kids Garden, Topiary, Herb Garden, Winter Plants 

 
PAINTED TRAYS & CARDS 

 
NEEDLECRAFT GIFTS 

 
 TEA & COFFEE 

Proceeds to go to Air Ambulance 
 

And so much more 
 

For more information phone Rachel – 01725 552189 
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The autumn term has been one of many exciting events both out and about in the community and with 
visitors to the pre-school…animal and human!  
 
We began  in September getting to know each other all over again with the children who returned for 
another year at The Chase Pre-School.  With new children to both us and pre-school starting this term, 
we gently encouraged them to settle into the routine of fun and learning. 
 
As October arrived we were treated to a visit from 4 black Labrador puppies all of whom the children 
loved to cuddle, smooth and chase!!!!  The following week we had further fun with a visit from 3 
kittens….again a lot of smoothing and chatting about the experiences.  The month continued busily 
with a delightful walk to the village Tea Shop for honey on toast with a drink of milk.  Here the 
children interacted with the staff and customers, made their  orders, asked for the bill and paid at the 
till.  A week later we again got out and about recycling clothes, shoes, plastic, tins, paper, and glass at 
the village recycling centre, stopping off at the play park on the walk back to the hall.  The month 
ended with the Pre-School filled with small witches, bats, wizards, spiders, and pumpkins as the 
children delighted in dressing up for some Hallowe’en fun during the last week of the month. 
 
The Pace continued through November….The Head Teacher of Sixpenny Handley First School came to 
visit us especially to read stories to the children and we visited her the following week for a story in her 
school.  This all helps the children to familiarise themselves with the school and  grown ups who work 
there along with forging vital links between the Pre- School and the First School. 
 
We were fortunate enough to benefit from a work experience student from Yewstock Special School 
for 3 weeks of the month a positive experience we very  much hope to repeat another time. 
 
Our final trip of the month was at a local small holding .  The children were able to stroke the ponies 
and sheep as well as feed some friendly ducks and hens. 
  
With December here we are looking forward to a visit from the First School’s Reception teacher who 
will come to us alone on this initial trip to meet all the children and to get to know them a little better… 
she too will come armed with her story books so again a great opportunity for the children to meet and 
listen to another adult from the First School.  The Reception teacher will return later in the month with 
her class of children where we will all have some extra fun at Christmas time at The Chase Pre-School.  
Once we have helped the children with their Christmas card, we will again find ourselves back at the 
Post Office with everyone involved in asking and paying for their stamp in order to receive their own 
card a few days later at their house. 
 
Our final meeting before the holidays will be one of Christmas celebrations.  The children will come to 
the party, play games and later their families will have a chance to come along a little later to join in the 
fun and hope for that special visitor! 
 
It’s all been so busy, varied and interesting.  We have been pleased to see these small children facing 
each new experience with such energy and intrigue.  They have delighted us with their comments and 
responses and as we look to the New Year we will move their learning forward again with a 
challenging and varied timetable to ensure that fun is at the centre of all we do. 
 
A sincere thank you to the following for their support this term: 
Maidment and Carter, C.K. Electrical, Mr A Butler, Mrs K Mariner, Steve and Chris at the Post Office. 
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CHASE PRE SCHOOL  
INVITES YOU TO AN EVENING FULL OF CHRISTMAS 

CHEER & DELIGHTS……. 
WEDNESDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2007 BETWEEN 7.30PM - 10.00PM 

1 Down Farm Cottages, Sixpenny Handley  
 

 ‘A BEAUTIFUL CANDLELIT MARQUEE’ (FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY) 
 

Come along and enjoy the start of the seasons’ festivities with  
MULLED WINE & MINCE PIES,  

Why not bring a friend along? On the evening we promise you will enjoy…. 
 

THE BEST OF THE SEASONS CARDS, LABELS, DECORATIONS 
TREAT YOURSELF TO A FESTIVE TOPIARY WITH XMAS LIGHTS  

TRY YOUR HAND AT WREATH MAKING 
BEAUTIFUL BEADED JEWELLERY – IDEAL PRESENTS  

SAMPLES & GIFTS FROM THE DELICIOUS ‘OLIVES ET AL’ 
MINI IQ & USBOURNE BOOKS 

SPECIAL PROMOTIONS BY LOCAL CRAFTS – ‘THE WALNUT TREE & MANY 
MORE!’!! 

 
THIS EVENING IS TO PROMOTE & SUPPORT THE CHASE PRE SCHOOL.  Tick-
et Price £5.00 per person on the night £4.00 in advance. Ticket includes a glass of 

mulled wine & mince pies. 
 

Just come along and enjoy good company and get into the Christmas spirit! For more 
information REGARDING TICKETS & TRANSPORT contact Tilly Stevens on 01725 552046. 
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Historians, when discussing the Great War, 
often refer to 1917 as being ‘the hardest year’, 
when all the participants were bedevilled by 
failure of one kind or the other and, perhaps, 
none more so than in Russia where civil unrest 
in the March led to the collapse of the Russian 
royal family.  For several months a power 
struggle existed that culminated in the 
Bolsheviks seizing power under Lenin in the 
November, an act that led to a Russo-German 
armistice on the 5th December, 1917. 
 
From the outset in August 1914, much had been 
expected from the armies that faced each other 
across the various fronts but particularly so in 
France and Flanders where neither of the main 
protagonists could claim to be in the 
ascendancy. Few need reminding of the terrible 
casualties of what by the onset of winter 1917, 
marked three years of trench warfare that for the 
soldier and politician alike the prize of victory 
appeared as elusive as ever.  The situation was 
ever more becoming like a nightmarish game of 
chess in which the endgame looked to be 
drifting towards an agreed stalemate but with 
neither player willing, or able, to make the 
necessary overtures to bring a settlement to the 
seemingly insurmountable problems that stood 
in the way of a win for one side or the other.  
For the German High Command events on their 
Eastern Front allowed them to bolster their 
forces in the west, though not at the total 
expense of releasing all their eastern divisions. 
 
For Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, British 
supremo in charge of our armies on the Western 
Front, 1917 was probably the most testing year 
of his command for not only did he have to 
accommodate his French opposite number, 
General Robert Nivelle, but he often found 
himself at serious odds with his political  
masters  and in particular the prime minister of 
the day, David Lloyd George.  Amongst the 
myriad of problems (and he must have been very 
mindful of events in Russia) that beset Haig was 
the question of manpower and in particular to 
find ways of lessening the burden of general day
-to-day maintenance from the shoulders of 
troops  coming  out  of  the  line and into the rest 

areas.  Although his divisional commanders had 
considerable numbers of support personnel at 
their command, the increasing complexity of 
modern warfare and the relatively limited area 
over which the battles of 1917 had been fought 
(without serious gain to either side) meant that 
the rear areas were, invariable, in a poor state of 
repair with the multitude of communications 
systems being continually broken up by long-
range shellfire.  Thus, throughout 1917, a 
process of ‘combing out’ of the British 
Expeditionary Force was ongoing and as a 
consequence thousands of soldiers like Private 
Henry William Lucas were, as in his case, 
withdrawn from their battalions and seconded to 
the Labour Corps. 
 
I began this profile by referring to 1917 as being 
‘the hardest year’ for despite the entry into the 
conflict by the United States of America (it 
would be 1918 before their considerable 
resources of men and equipment would be ready 
for action), it was the hard pressed British and 
French armies that would continue to carry the 
fight to the enemy.  The campaigns of the spring 
and early summer have been touched upon in 
previous profiles, but it was Third Battle of 
Ypres that was to cause so much misery to our 
forces and, I suspect, bring about the death of 
Henry William Lucas of the 194th Company 
Labour Corps. 
 
Begun on the 31st of July, the outcome of this 
offensive has all the hall marks of the misery  
endured  on the Somme in 1916, and plenty 
more besides.  I will quote now from an early 
passage in chapter 5 of Denis Winter’s Haig’s 
Command – A Reassessment.  Here Winter is 
referring to a book written in 1934, by an 
Oxford don, one Cyril Cruttwell, who had 
experienced at first hand the nightmare of ‘Third 
Ypres’ and in particular the fighting that took 
place around the tiny village of Passchendaele in 
the Ypres Salient; ‘All the combatants on either 
side regarded it as the culmination of horror.  
The rain was pitiless, the ubiquitous mud 
speedily engulfed man and beast if a step was 
taken astray from the narrow duckboards upon 
which descended a perpetual storm of shells and  

Private Henry William Lucas (116170) 
194th Company Labour Corps 
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gas.  Some of the pictures in the Imperial War 
Museum preserve an aspect of the macabre 
grotesqueness of this blasted and mangled land.  
Long-distance gun-fire and the art of night-
bombing had developed so much during the last 
year that reserves and resting troops were kept 
in a fever of perpetual apprehension.  Men’s 
nerves were badly frayed before they took part 
in the fighting and had little chance of healing 
when they were withdrawn from it.’ 
 
Was it near Passchendaele that Henry was 
wounded?  Unfortunately, I am not able to say 
with any degree of certainty on which part of the 
Western Front that he was soldiering in the late 
autumn of 1917, but, in the parlance of the day, 
somewhere along this shell-torn land he caught 
‘a blighty’, a wound of such severity that having 
being evacuated to the rear area it was decided 
he should be despatched, with all speed, to a 
hospital in England.  In Henry’s case it was to 
Bagshott Hospital in Nottingham that he was 
taken and it was their, on the 15th of November, 
1917,  a  Thursday,  that  he died in his 30th year,  

his parents William and Matilda Lucas upon 
learning the dread news requesting that his body 
be brought back to the village for burial. 
 
Thus, it came to pass that on the Monday 
following his release from suffering that the 
Revd Ernest Hasluck led the service of 
commitment in the quiet setting of St. Mary’s 
churchyard.  At least for his grieving parents 
they could gain a sense of closure for their 
beloved son was now resting in the peaceful 
surroundings of his home village.  For countless 
thousands of parents, wives, family and friends 
of those who fell in the Great War no such 
closure could be afforded for the bodies of their 
loved ones lay where they fell, swallowed up in 
the morass of the battlefields of France and 
Flanders, many never to be found despite the 
meticulous searches carried out in the months 
following the armistice of 1918. 
 
Bill Chorley 

Sixpenny Handley Horticultural & Homecrafts Show 
2007 Winners 

 
Section A       Harry Tucker Memorial Challenge Cup 
 Fruit & Vegetables        Winner - Robin Parsons 
   Best Exhibit - Robin Parsons 
 

Section B       The Jill Coate Memorial Challenge Cup 
 Dahlias & Summer Flowers   Winner - Mary Penny 
   Best Exhibit - Brian Hansford 
 

Section C       The G.S. Clarke Challenge Cup 
 Floral Art               Winner - Elizabeth Coombes 
   Best Exhibit- SuePillans 
 

Section D       Challenge Cup          Winner - Joyce Waker 
 Cookery                2nd Prize - Hazel Woodget 
   Best Exhibit - Betty Gulliver 
 

Section E       Challenge Cup           Winner - Maureen Smith 
 Hobbies & Handicrafts    Best Exhibit - Mrs D. Brockway 
 

Section F        Challenge Trophy         Winner - Rita Taylor 
 Art & Photography       Most Points - Rita Taylor 
 

Section G       Certificates            Winner - 8 years & under - Amey Leonard 
   Winner - 9 to 14 years - Matthew Mardlin 

 
Although the show made an overall loss we have forwarded to Macmillan Cancer Support a Donation 
of 50% of the admission takings on the day which amounted to £72.OO. 
 

Many thanks to those who supported the event and enjoyed the day. 
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When everything is coming your way, 
you’re in the wrong lane. 
 
Patient: “Are you sure this cream will cure 
my spots?” 
Dr: “Sorry, I never make any rash 
promises.” 
 
Q: Why was the archaeologist always 
depressed? 
A: Because his career was in ruins. 
 
Sheep 
 
Mary always had one and so did little Bo 
Peep. These girls were always with them 
because they loved their sheep. 
 
A flock of sheep to most of us all look 
exactly the same, but to someone who’s a 
shepherd, he knows them all by name. 
 
He says they all are different, like the 
markings on their ears. They all have 
different characters.  He’s known them all 
for years. 
 
In Spring we think of little lambs frolicking 
by the gate. It’s hard to think that later on 
they’re chops upon your plate. 
 
The jersey that you’re wearing to keep you 
nice and warm, to knit this is only possible 
because the sheep are shorn. 
 
They help us get to sleep at night, we count 
them one by one. So get yourself  a cuddly 
sheep, they really are quite fun. 
 
There’s lots of different sorts of sheep - a 
few you never knew.  So come along and 
meet some like ewe and ewe and ewe 
 
Bought myself a camouflage coat last 
winter, now I can’t find it anywhere. 
 

 
I’m Robbie yeah, and since I was a boy I’ve 
been writing my name everywhere I go.  
It was Robbie in the wet sand, Robbie in the 
snow. 
Robbie scratched in gravel, Robbie 
scrawled on walls. 
I’ve chalked my name on pavements, in 
schools and shopping malls.  
I’ve been making out my territory and 
others had better beware.  
These streets belong to Robbie. Challenge 
me if you dare. 
Robbie tells my story, it speaks of history. 
Read my name and wonder at this boy of 
mystery. 
Now my story has moved up a notch as I 
spray my name these days.  
I’m the aerosol king of the junction with my 
artistic displays. 
And I love to travel about noticing my 
name.  
It gives me a heck of a buzz, it gives me a 
taste of fame. 
It’s great when I’m walking a street and 
knowing that round the next bend  
Is a place where I wrote my name.  It’s like 
meeting up with a friend. 
Robbie tells my story, it speaks of history. 
Read my name and wonder at this boy of 
mystery. 
I’d like to see my name in lights, I’d like to 
see it glow. 
And sometimes at night I imagine the stars 
put on a show. 
And looking up at the sky you can guess at 
my elevation. 
My name across the heavens in a brand new 
constellation. 
It’s the ultimate piece of graffiti that no-one 
else could top. 
I’d be Robbie universally.  
End of story.  Full stop. 
 
I get most of daily exercise pushing my 
luck. 
 

ROB’S COLUMN 
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Welcome to the Psychiatric Hotline 
 
If you are obsessive compulsive please press 
one repeatedly. 
If you are o-dependant please ask someone 
to press two. 
If you are paranoid delusional we know who 
you are and what you want. Just stay on the 
line so we can trace this call. 
If you are multiple personalities please press 
3, 4, 5 and 6. 
If you are schizophrenic listen carefully and 
a little voice will tell you which number to 
press. 
If you are a manic depressive it doesn’t 
matter which number you press. No-one will 
answer. 
If you are anxious just start pressing 
numbers - just start pressing numbers at 
random. 
If you’re phobic don’t press anything. 
If you’re anal-retentive please hold 

Don’t you find it worrying that doctors call 
treating you their ‘practice’? 
 
My friend used to live in a car tyre until he 
got a puncture; he now lives in a flat. 
 
3 blokes get talking in a pub. The first says 
“I’m a sculptor, I’m really into rock” The 
second says “I’m a cobbler, I like a bit of 
sole”. The third says “I’m a truck driver; 
I’m strictly middle of the road” 
 
Very many thanks to everyone who donated 
items for the village hall auctions, we had 
over 300 lots and made a good profit 
nearing £1000. A good turn out and the 
evening was great even though there were 
many other things going on. 
 
Thanks again, Rob. 
 
Happy Christmas and New Year. 

CALLING PARENTS!! 
 

Firstly please let the younger members of your family know that The Youth 
Group have not forgotten them!!! We are just going through the necessary 

checks to enable us to open up the Pavilion where they can meet to chat and 
have soft drinks as talked about a few weeks ago.    

We hope to be able to get going before Christmas.  
 

Secondly there have been a few incidents of graffiti, rubbish, broken glass and 
people are climbing over the fences in the Skate Park and Play Areas.  Paint has 

been used and it really is very hard to clean off.  The shelter is the place for  
graffiti if they must!! Not everywhere else please!! The work put in by the 

Young People of this community over the years has meant there is the             
beginnings of their voices being heard, please make sure your families are aware 

of this and we ask them to treat the community and equipment provided for 
them kindly and respectfully. 

 
Please help us to help them  

THANKYOU 
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Dear all, 
 
Wow what a great time we have had again since the last time I wrote. Fireworks, scary nights, missiles 
and mess …. and that’s just the normal Cub Pack nights!!!!  
 
Seriously though we have had a lot of fun this term particularly with the Halloween party, the Off 
Roading event and the activities we have done on Pack nights. But once again I must send out a huge 
thanks to all the parents for all your support which has been a major factor in the success. Again you 
turned up trumps at last Sunday’s Remembrance parade, I know a 10:30 meeting on a cold Sunday 
morning isn’t every ones cup of tea but what a great turnout and I thought the Cubs, along with the oth-
er two groups, did us proud. Not only did they look so smart but their behaviour was impeccable, a real 
credit to the Group. Not forgetting the importance of the occasion it was also rewarding to be able to 
display to the community just how well the children are doing. 
 
Just to give you an idea of the current status of the Cub Pack, at present we have 13 children in the 
pack, two leaders and two Scouts assisting on a regular basis. We currently believe that we can         
accommodate around 24 children so plenty more spaces if anyone wants to join. We have organized the 
pack into two sixes and have given the Sixers much more responsibility for communication and        
organization of the planned activities. We are deliberately trying to promote a sense of team work and 
an element of competition and pride in the Group and self, and I have been rewarded with a great     
response from all the children. So we will continue and review as we go forward.  
 
Now the evenings have drawn in we are going to concentrate more on badge work over the winter. To 
this end we have two people coming in from Dorset Food and Health for three nights in November. 
They will present a cookery and food technology course with lots of practical work which I hope you 
will all enjoy eating when they bring it home. Don’t worry, the course will include elements of good 
hygiene so any bits in the food are supposed to be there!!!! Nick and I have also started on some      
Computer work with them to work towards their I.T. badges. 
 
However, we are also heading towards Christmas and fun so a Christmas Party, Film Night, and trip out 
are also being planned. Ideas for next year’s programme are also being planned and so far we are talk-
ing about a weekend camp at the hut with parent’s night on Saturday night (Cubs to cook and provide    
entertainment), a weekend camp away with Scouts, Raft Races, overnight off roading on Salisbury 
plain. So plenty to look forward to. 
As I said earlier, we have spaces for any one who might wish to join us. Why not just come along for a 
couple of evenings and see how you get on? My contact details are at the end. Just remains for me to 
reiterate my thanks to all who have helped and to the children for making it such good fun. 
 
Cheers 
Andy (Akela) Young 
 
Tel:  01725 553166 
Mobile: 07796 941202 
Email: andy.young@ltsbasset.co.uk 

mailto:andy.young@ltsbasset.co.uk
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ATTENTION!!    ATTENTION!!    ATTENTION!! 
 

By Kind Permission of Steve and Chris Preedy there will be at 
The Post Office, High Street, Sixpenny Handley 

 
From 1st December 2007 

 
"A PARISH 2008 EVENTS DIARY" 

 
For all organisations to list their 

EVENTS FOR THE COMING YEAR 2008 
 

It is hoped that clubs and organisations can give details of 
their arranged EVENTS well in advance and perhaps avoid 

too many "happenings" on the same date! 

 
NEWS FROM 1st WOODCUTTS 

What a privilege to be able to lead 50 young people and leaders to this years remembrance   service at 
the war memorial and on into church , a cub and scout read the lessons and the little beavers took the 
collection (with a little help from a few adults). The behaviour of the youngsters was impeccable, well 
done all. 
 
As we come to the end of Scoutings Centenary and 1st Woodcutts Golden Jubilee our minds have been 
turning to the next 50 years, what these young people need and deserve is a new and    updated building 
to replace the refurbished world war two building which was transported from Tarrant Rushton Airfield 
and the chicken and calf shed which was purchased some 35 years ago from the other side of         
Shaftesbury having seen sterling service for its original purpose. 
 
The group has formed a sub committee to further this aim, our decision is to follow the road of         
sustainability, this will mean a building constructed of wood,  powered by wind and solar energy, we 
feel that by rebuilding in this way we are setting a good example not only to the scout movement but  
also to the surrounding parishes, it will also blend in with the surrounding area, we have always        
enjoyed the support of the parish  council and the local people and boy are we going to need your    
support now. 
 
Once built our aim is to make our HQ available to hire out to the community when it is not required for 
scouting.  
 
I will bring you more news as and when we make more progress. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you a very merry Christmas, from all of us at 1st Woodcutts.  
 
John Curtis 
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CARDS 
 
 
 

Whist.  With 6 rounds completed (as at 14 November), Len Diggin has a cushion of 25 points twixt 
himself and 2nd in table, namely Vanessa Park who, despite a mandatory ‘130’, has produced a run of 4 
160 plus scores and a 159 to bring her aggregate score to 967, 5 points clear of seasoned whist 
campaigner Betty White.  Chris Haskell, who led for a couple of drives, is a mere point behind in 4th, 
though with the contest still at an early stage it would be a very brave person to forecast what the 
position will be like in May 2008.  Having said that, those who are in the top 10 places at the turn of the 
year usually take some displacing.  To date, 44 players are in contention and anyone who has netted in 
excess of 900 points must still be in with a good chance to fight their way to the top.  At the time of 
going to press, no one has bettered 179, set by John Davis during round 2, and at the time of going to 
press there has been only 1 13 trick play, this being achieved by Peter Braithwaite and Stuart Haskell in 
round 5.  Meanwhile, 177, returned by Fred Denham was sufficient for him to claim top spot for round 
6, closely followed by Barry Park (174) with Len (Diggin) and Sheila Steel equal at 171.  Gerald 
Trickey edged into 5th place, a point clear of Betty (White), Sylvia Cox (currently lying in 5th overall) 
and Stuart Combs, while Rita Austin and Marge Poolman each scored 167, thus improving their 
positions to 11th and 28th overall respectively. 
 
Bridge.  One of the most satisfying moments in bridge is when a partnership bid and make a successful 
slam, whether it be small or grand.  On many occasions I have witnessed plays where the bidding has 
stopped at game level, or in a part score, and the resultant play has resulted in declarer making 12 or all 
13 tricks.  Sometimes the situation is such that it is difficult for a partnership to bid up to the slam but 
trying to go that extra mile can be so rewarding and, I am pleased to report, that ‘extra mile’ has been 
achieved three times in recent weeks at the Sports Pavilion.  In late October Peter Martin and Nora 
Davis set the ball rolling by declaring and making 6 spades, only to followed within the same session 
by Gerald Trickey and John Davis going one better with a bid to 7 spades, making.  In the same week, 
John Davis and his partner signed off in a successful play of 6 spades at Tarrant Gunville while the first 
Tuesday in November saw your scribe bid to 6 no trumps with Julie Trickey who, on tabling her cards, 
provided me with 7 clubs with just the jack missing from the 4 honour cards and with 3 of her suit in 
hand it was a certainty that all 7 would convert into winning tricks.  I hope to bring further reports of 
slams in my next column.  A rare (for me) excursion to the duplicate tables at Shaftesbury in October to 
partner Gerald Trickey (playing east-west) ended with a 3rd placement, a mere whisker ahead of 
Sixpenny Handley stalwarts John Davis and Tim Stevens.  And, I note, from the results sheet the east-
west pairings racked up better scores than the north-south pairings. 
 
Finally, John and Nora Davis won the July-September partnership competition with 9 points from 
Gerald and Julie Trickey and Tim Stevens and Eric Turner equal 2nd on 5 points.  Undoubtedly, had 
unavoidable absence not been the case, Peter Braithwaite and Peter Martin would have achieved a 
higher rating that 1 and ½ points, though in the individual scoring Peter ‘B’ came 7th (11,680) in a table 
of 19 for the individual scores which, not surprisingly, was headed jointly by John and Nora Davis 
(19,880) with Tim Stevens next best on 16,170.  Play twixt October and December will be on a mixed 
basis, with a number of rubber bridge sessions thrown in for good measure. New players are always 
welcome so please telephone me on (01725) 552776 for further details concerning our Tuesday 
afternoon meetings. 
 
Bill Chorley 
 
PS John and Nora maintained their penchant for slams, bidding and making 6 no trumps at a            mid
-November meeting. 
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SIXPENNY HANDLEY WHIST 

 
2007-2008 COMPETITION 

 
 
 

1. The 17 qualifying rounds for the competition are: 
Wednesday  September 5th and 19th  Wednesday  October 3rd, 17th and 31st 
Wednesday  November 14th and 28th  Wednesday  January 9th and 23rd 
Wednesday  February 6th and 20th  Wednesday  March 5th and 19th 
Wednesday  April 2nd, 16th and 30th  Wednesday  May 14th 

 
2.  Non-qualifying events: 

Saturday  December 8th  Christmas Drive 
Wednesday  May 28th  Competition results and awards of prizes 

 
3.  Play commences at 7.30 p.m.  Players arriving late will take the lowest returned score for each of the 

deals completed up to the time of their arrival.  For example, a player arriving with deal 4 in 
progress will commence his or her play at deal 5 with an aggregate of the lowest scores returned for 
deals 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 
4.  In order to qualify for placement in the awards players will be expected to attend a minimum of 7 of 

the 17 qualifying rounds.  Players who miss a qualifying round will be awarded the score returned 
by the player placed last on completion of round 1. 

 
5.  Should a tie exist in aggregate scores at the end of round 17, the winner will be decided in favour of 

the tied players placement at the completion of round 1; if a tie still exists, then placements for all 
subsequent rounds will be taken into consideration until the matter is resolved. 

 
6.  Prize money: 

1st  £20 2nd £17.50 3rd £15 4th £12.50 5th £10 
6th £7.50 7th £5 8th £2.50 9th £1.75 10th £1 

 
Additional prize money: highest individual score, regardless of overall placement but subjects to a 
minimum of 7 attendances at qualifying rounds £5 
 
13 trick partnerships during the 17 rounds of competition will receive on the spot payments of 50p per 
player. 
 

PAST CHAMPIONS 
 
  Year   Champion  Runner up 
  1999-2000   Ray Parsons Joan Gocher       
  2000-2001   Christopher Haskell Harvey Gocher 
  2001-2002   Marge Poolman Sylvia Day 
  2002-2003   Marge Poolman Sam Poolman 
  2003-2004   Doug Haskell Christine Haskell 
  2004-2005   Christine Haskell Bill Chorley 
  2005-2006   Ruth Hustings Gerald Trickey 
  2006-2007   Doug Haskell Sam Poolman 
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As you probably know the Post Office closures have begun, a very sad time for many 
Postmasters and their loyal customers. Many will find it very difficult without their local 
branch, especially the elderly and disabled. As far as our branch is concerned, unfortunately 
we cannot give you any reassurance that we will not close. In fact we will not know until 
April 2008 a long wait. We'll keep you updated as time goes on, a very unsettling time for all 
concerned. In the meantime we have to look at various ways of bringing more customers into 
the shop and Post Office. This we hope will help with its sustainability for the future of 
Sixpenny Handley. 
 
Since our refit, we have received many positive comments from our customers. We have tried 
very hard to make it as welcoming as possible. Many people have said that they cannot 
believe it is the same place. The transformation from an ugly duckling into something far 
beyond even our expectations is incredible. 
 
The Grotto is back by popular request with a selection of items for Christmas e.g. chocolates, 
biscuits, preserves, pickles, hampers and many other items too numerous to mention. Our Gift 
range has proved very popular and often a little different. We have some new items for you 
including teapots from Cardews of Devon, these are collectors items and limited editions of 
only 50 per edition. Recently, Dorset Lavender skin care products have been added. Brigette 
works from her Lavender Farm in Gussage St Michael to produce beautifully presented 
products which are suitable for any time of the year. 
 
The Tea Room has been well received by the village and many locals pop in for a coffee and 
chat. We have added Full English Breakfast to the menu on Sundays only. Would you believe 
it - it has even been used for business meetings. Perhaps we should go up market and call 
ourselves a conference centre. We do have discussion groups here on a daily basis, although 
not many of these produce sensible conversations. But we all laugh anyway. 
 
With Christmas fast approaching and most people in the village seeming to dread it. We need 
something to cheer us up. So, I was most surprised when I received a letter the other day, 
from no less a person than Father Christmas. I was most impressed that he still remembered 
me after all these years. Anyway, he has agreed to come to Sixpenny Handley Post Office 
once again. He is due to arrive on Friday 21st December 2007, between 6.00 and 8.00 p.m. 
Also from 11.00 am onwards Lynda from Fine Flowers will be in the store to make festive 
flower arrangements, floral gifts and plants. Hand tied bouquets and lots of ideas for 
Christmas. We hope to have a few more surprises for you look out for more information at the 
Post Office, I would like to end by thanking all of our customers for their loyalty and support 
over the past two years.  We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and may 2008 be good to 
you all.    Warm wishes. 
 
Christine and Steve 
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High Quality Hospitality 
Outside Catering 

 
For all Special 

Occasions 
 

 
 
 
 
Christmas Dinners & parties 

Corporate Functions, Weddings 
Dinner & Themed Parties 
Christenings, Funerals Etc 

 

 
CONTACT PAUL 

At 
Unit 2 Town Workshops 

Sixpenny Handley Wiltshire SP5 5PA 
 

 
01725 552934 / 07967 215208 

Out of hours 
01202 621043 
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December 2007 

DORSET YOUNG EMBROIDERERS & TEXTILE ARTISTS 

Young embroiderers is 
part of the embroiderers 
Guild (Charity no)  and 
has groups all across the 
country which run   
workshops to encourage 
and bring  textile/       
embroidery skills  to the 
young. Our group has 
been running since 2001 
and has been based at 
Walford Mill in Wim-
borne. But this October 
we are moving our base 
to Handley Village Hall. 
 
The group meets once a 
month on the second   
Saturday between 10.00 
and 1.00.  We take chil-
dren between the ages of         
8 –18. Myself and the  co
-leader are both very ex-
perienced secondary tex-
tile teachers and    wel-

If you want to find out 
more about Young     
Embroiderers you can 
look them up on the Web 
by following the link 
from the Embroiderers  
Guildsite: 
www.embroidersguild. 
org.uk 
 
To book a place contact 
Lyn on 01725 553103 or 
my email: 
lyn.watt@ntlworld.com 
 
In November we will be 
opening up our workshop 
session so that anyone 
can come and see what 
we do. You can join us 
for a cuppa and have a 
look at some examples of 
past work. 

We are planning a     
summer exhibition and 
are already working on 
ideas for the next     Vil-
lage Show. So come and 
be part of it . 

Dorset young Embroiderers is moving to Handley 

Young embroiderers 

Special points of 
interest: 

• Are you aged 8-18 
years 

• Are you interested in 
all thing fabric and 
stitching 

• Want to know more  
& learn new skills 

            This years programme 2007-8 
October– A masterclass 
in transforming a plain 
white T-shirt into a work 
of art. 
 
November– Open       
Session. Finishing off the 
T-shirts  and felt make. 

December– mini makes 
with a festive theme   
using handmade felt. 
 

January– Viva La       
Carnival– over the next 3 
sessions design and make  
a carnival mask. Step 1 
distressing fabrics. 

February– designing the 
mask and doing the     
embroidery hand and or 
machine. 
 

March finishing off the 
masks. 
 

April– July– see our full  
Programme. 

 

mailto:lyn.watt@ntlworld.com
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LONGER OPEN-
ING HOURS 

STARTING IN 
JANUARY 2008 

Call Tilly: 01725 552046 or Ciona: 01725 553040 for more information. 
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!! 
DATE FUNCTION PAGE  DATE FUNCTION PAGE  

 01-Dec Parish 2008 Events Diary 31 

02-Dec Youth FC Match 9 

03-Dec SHReD Collection 6 

05-Dec WI Carol Service 20 

05-Dec Chase Pre-School Evening 25 

10-Dec WI Christmas Party 20 

13-Dec Mobile Library 17 

15-Dec Christmas Fayre 4, 7 

15-Dec King of Kings Kids' Club 18 

15-Dec VH Christmas Mini Market 23 

17-Dec SHReD Collection 6 

18-Dec Gussage Carol Service Seeker 3 

19-Dec 6d Handley Carol Service Seeker 3 

20-Dec Pentridge Carol Service Seeker 3 

21-Dec Carol Singing Seeker 3 

21-Dec Father Christmas at the PO 36 

22-Dec Carol Singing Seeker 3 

22-Dec Christmas Carols 34 

22-Dec Christmas Carol Party Seeker 3 

24-Dec Christingle Seeker 3 

27-Dec Mobile Library 17 

31-Dec VH New Years Party 15 

06-Jan Youth FC Match 9 

07-Jan SHReD Collection 6 

09-Jan Whist Competition 33 

10-Jan Mobile Library 17 

12-Jan Vicarage Open House Seeker 2 

13-Jan Youth FC Match 9 

14-Jan Tanners Short Mat Fixtures 9 

14-Jan WI Talk 20 

15-Jan A Team Short Mat Fixture 9 

17-Jan Tanners Short Mat Fixture 9 

18-Jan Copy Deadline 3 

20-Jan Youth FC Match 9 

23-Jan Whist Competition 33 

24-Jan Mobile Library 17 

25-Jan A Team Short Mat Fixture 9 

01-Feb Downsman Published 3 

01-Feb Neil Maya Quartet 14, 15 

06-Feb Whist Competition 33 


