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Welcome to the latest edition of The Downsman.
Editor: Margaret Cornish, Parish Office, Unit 5B, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
Parish Office:
Unit 5B
Town Farm Workshops

Opening Hours:
Tuesday 10am – 12 noon
Thursday 6pm – 7-30pm

Phone: 552211
Email :
sixpennyhandley@dorsetparishes.gov.uk

Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk
to ensure your articles and news reach us
(preferably in Word, please — not pdf)
Advertising Costs
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are:
Full page - £16
Half page - £10
Quarter page - £5
Our offer of book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions continues with the annual rates (6
issues) being £80, £50 and £25 respectively.
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers.

We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately
700 households within the parish.

We regret that flyers cannot be distributed within the Downsman.

The next edition of this magazine will be published on the

1st February 2011

Copy Deadline is Saturday 15th January
We would also ask that contributors make every effort to meet the
deadline which is required to allow for printing, production
and distribution
Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley
with Pentridge Parish Council.
This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised within.
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER
The Parish Council are currently considering an information service for all parishioners who have computers. More
details will be given in the February issue, but we are signed up for information from both the Dorset Police and the
Wiltshire Police. This will be forwarded as and when, together with any local information that we receive, so watch
this space.
Recent Planning Applications
3/10/0744 – Hill House, Sixpenny Handley - Change of use of residential outbuilding to an office providing Legal Services (Class A2).
Results of previous planning applications
3/10/0550 - Whitey Top Farm, Pentridge – new agricultural barn – Permitted.
3/10/0567 - Barn & Yard opposite Chase House, Deanland – Change of use from agricultural to builder’s storage
(retrospective) - Permitted.
3/10/0658 - Quail Cottage, Pentridge - Erect detached open-fronted garage - Permitted.
3/10/0530 - Town Farm Bungalow, Sixpenny Handley - Erect replacement dwelling and detached double garage Withdrawn.
PLEASE NOTE:
Between 17th January and 21st January, 9.00 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Friday, the A354 at Pimperne
will be closed for resurfacing work. See the map below with a suggested diversion.
Gill Martin
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THANK YOU
The Little Pennies Pre-School would like to thank D.J. Logs
for their generous donation of
play equipment.
The logs they donated provide a very attractive and stimulating feature
for the new outside play area, which all the children are thoroughly
enjoying.

Garston Wood
May I, through your magazine, remind dog owners/walkers who walk their dogs in GARSTON WOOD that the
RSPB have signs up stating that DOGS MUST BE ON LEADS as, sadly, there seems to be a few dog walkers who
do not read or understand the sign. It would be such a great shame for us all who keep our dogs on leads to lose
this wonderful facility that we have on our doorstep. Having spoken to the RSPB at Arne I was told me that if dogs
were loose and not on leads in Garston Wood, due to the delicate balance of the flora and fauna they may consider
banning dogs from using the wood. This, surely, would be a very sad state of affairs if a few people spoilt this wonderful woodland walk for all the responsible dog owners/walkers that so enjoy the walks.
Vanessa Brown

The Editor
On Saturday 9th. October my husband and I attended an annual meeting at Brooklands Farm, Forston, near
Dorchester, of the Living Churchyard Project. This comes under the Dorset Wildlife Trust and the meeting was a
great success, and included talks by representatives of other rural and urban churches followed by a question and
answer section. Then came the highlight of the meeting, when the winners of each category of the annual competition
were announced and the presentation of the certificates took place. My husband received a ‘Very Highly Commended
Certificate’ on behalf of our village churchyard.
Churchyards are important as places of refuge for wildlife. Over the past 30 years intensive farming, pesticides,
herbicides, lack of habitats etc. has encouraged a huge diversity of insects, small mammals, birds, butterflies, moths
and all sorts of flora, including lichens, to move into our churchyards.
Many people, some of whom are from as far away as Australia, New Zealand and the Americas visit our churchyard
and enjoy the wildflowers in their seasons, particularly the masses of snowdrops, primroses etc., and inside the
church an information board is on view, which includes many photographs.
The church and churchyard are a haven of peace and tranquillity in this busy village, not only for villagers but also for
the many visitors.
If Mr Peter Bailey and Miss Starr would like detailed information about our churchyard they should contact Ted Cox
(01725 552801). There are also lots of information leaflets etc. available from the Dorset Wildlife Trust, Brooklands
Farm, Forston, Dorchester, Dorset, DT 27AA.
Yours truly,

Grace Jackson (Mrs)

WOMEN BISHOPS?
Where are you on this issue?
The General Synod of the Church of England have agreed the
measure, it has been before the Diocesan Synod
and is now passed to Deaneries and Parishes for their views to be returned by June 2011.
No theology please, just that feeling in your heart.
David Salmons (01725 552721) d_jsalmons@talktalk.net
Member of the House of Laity, Salisbury Diocesan Synod
Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council.
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The hall seems to have been busier than ever this Autumn and we are grateful to those who use it. Preparations to
refurbish the kitchen in the hall are proceeding well. The forecast is that the work will be undertaken in the second
half of February, mainly over the school half term. There will be some disruption when it is out of action but this will
not affect the main hall and we apologise in advance.
The Forest Forge production of For The Record was a
play about contrasting melodies, conflicting memories and
our instinct to create a soundtrack for our lives: a witty and
tender examination of relationships based around life in a
nursing home threatened with closure. It was expertly performed by the team from Ringwood-based Forest Forge
who always come up trumps. The size of the audience was
pitiful which was very frustrating; in fact the hall hardly covered its costs.
Theses productions are not cheap to put on and they take
a lot of effort by the committee. They are heavily subsided
by local authorities for our benefit which may, of course, be
under threat in the current climate. Artsreach is working
very hard to protect these grants. We are grateful to the loyal few in the village, but would welcome anyone else.
Mrs Gerrish’s Rear Window was performed by The Ministry of Entertainment from Bristol. This was a follow-on from a production a couple of years ago
and was also based on the boarding house run by the inimitable Mrs Gerrish
whose binoculars pried into so many lives. Expertly acted, with amazing wardrobe changes, everyone was kept amused wondering what next.
Again the audience numbers were poor with only 20% coming from the village
area. Some visitors had come from Bristol, Dorchester and Poole for what
proved to be an excellent evening’s low-cost entertainment.

STOP PRESS: Tim Laycock & Colin Thompson’s performance of Benjamin's
Book has been confirmed for Friday 11th Feb 2011. This will be a musical based
on a recently discovered manuscript book of fiddle tunes from the Blackmore
Vale.
A feast of storytelling, folksong, puppetry and Local History - come along and enjoy.

SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL

RACE NIGHT

22 January 2011
An Evening of Fun for All
Licensed Bar and Light Refreshments
£2 entry - in aid of the village hall refurbishment
Saturday

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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The Trussell Trust Shoebox Appeal for Bulgaria
the conditions they live in: a real eye-opener. It was
explained why the shoeboxes are of such benefit to the
poorest section of Bulgarian society. This is the poorest
country in Europe. Over 10% of the population is made
up of an underclass that is regarded as ethnically
inferior. They are forced to live on the outskirts of
towns and villages, often in no more than shacks or
unfinished houses if they are lucky, and with no
sanitation or running water. In Botegrev, one such
settlement has recently been bulldozed to the ground
by the orders of the town’s Mayor and about 200 of
these folk left homeless. The people are desperately
poor and turn readily to criminal activities to survive.

Wow! We filled 154 shoe boxes for Bulgaria.
Well done and THANK YOU to all those who took
part in this fantastic achievement. The Trussell Trust is
thrilled with our efforts and very grateful for getting the
boxes completed early. It motivated the whole of their
team when the first 100 boxes arrived. The majority of
boxes were full to bursting. In fact, one box was so full
that it wouldn’t close, so a larger box had to be
covered! The few boxes that were handed in partially
full were made up from extra contributions. So, on
October 15th we made the headlines in the Trussell
Trust Newswire, an online news sheet for our efforts.

Charity is a concept unknown in the country and the
effect of the work done by the Trussell Trust, limited as
it is, is proving to be remarkably effective. Anyone
wearing the Trust’s logo is immediately trusted. The
sending of Christmas boxes is but one part of the work
they do. We were shown a short video of the effect
that last year’s distribution had on some of the
recipients. For most, the filled shoe box will be the only
present they will receive at Christmas, and for some it
will be the first present they have ever received. A
prisoner, who had previously been given a box by the
Trust, gave this to his child as though it had come from
him. It was a truly humbling experience to see the effect
these boxes had, something of no great sacrifice to us
but so appreciated by those that receive them.

So how did this all come about? Well, I heard Mark
Ward, the Trussell Trust Food Bank manager, speak. I
was fascinated and wanted to know more; so
afterwards I asked him if he would come to speak to
our Fellowship Group in the village. He agreed and said,
“We will fill three shoe boxes, too“, and proceeded to
give me a list of what was required to fill a shoebox. So
that was the start and from then on it just evolved. It
was then decided to launch this at The Street Fayre to
try to involve the whole community. This is where
many of you obtained your boxes. The initial target was
for 40 boxes to be filled!
Several people have spent many hours knitting, for
which the recipients of these goods will be most
grateful. This includes a group of friends from Taunton,
as well as village folk. One of the ladies has bad arthritis
in her hands and has found this an excellent exercise to
keep her fingers moving!

If you wish to know more about the work that is going
on in Bulgaria, log onto the Trussell Trust Newswire at
www.trusselltrust.org

On October 19th we had a very interesting talk from
Mark Ward about the disadvantaged folk of Bulgaria and

Trish Chorley

Mothers’ Union, Sixpenny Handley Branch News
The MU group has been involved in a number of events in had a lot of fun) and to those who kindly gave donations.
the last few months:
We have sent a cheque for £200 to the national MU
overseas fund.
September: We started our post-Summer holiday
The group meeting welcomed Frances
programme with House Communion led by Paul Skinner. November:
We also enjoyed a social get-together at Margaret Mayne, a solicitor, who gave us a ‘Legal Healthcheck’ talk.
Her delivery was very good and full of easy to follow up
Quinn’s house.
-to-date information, but we were grateful to have
October:
Our MU Group meeting welcomed our ‘handouts’ to read at leisure!
speaker, Lou Hart, whose topic was ‘A Journey Through
Refuge’ covering the effects of domestic violence. Though December: Our Deanery Advent Carol Service is on
a serious subject, Lou guided us pleasantly through the Tuesday, 7th December at 2.00 pm in St Mary’s Church.
procedure of how the Refuge helps the victims.
Non MU members are very welcome. On Thursday, 9th
Three members went to the MU holiday caravan at December, at our branch meeting, we will enjoy
Durdle Door to clean it ready for the next occupants.
members’ Christmas readings and have tea afterwards.
Sheila represented the branch at the Diocesan Autumn
Please phone Sheila (553133) or Mary (552041) for
Council meeting in Salisbury.
A coffee morning with a competition was held on a sunny any enquiries.
Saturday morning. Thank you to everyone who came (we
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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The Living Churchyard at St Mary’s
Bio-diversity is a buzz word used frequently in today’s
world of changing and diminishing habitats. With the
constant loss of natural habitats to human developments
such as housing, industrial sites, open cast mining,
quarrying, new transport infra-structure, land drainage
systems and intensive farming, plus the impending future
losses of land due to sea level rises, it is imperative that as
many different habitats are made available to protect as
much of our flora and fauna as possible, creating the maximum bio-diversity. That may sound very grandiose in the
light of St. Mary’s churchyard but local, specialised habitats, are constantly under threat here in this country, as
much as in the regions of the world’s rain forests.
The churchyard at St. Mary’s is surrounded by areas of
intensive arable farming where the use of agrochemicals
are prevalent, but is isolated from it by housing, the
recreation ground and the caravan park. Until recently, it
has been essential for farmers to use every inch of their
available land to maximise output and achieve a profitable
outcome for their farming ventures. In doing this, there
has been a dramatic effect on field side verges, hedgerows
and other land in the immediate neighbourhood. Although
great care is taken generally by agriculturalists, the spray
drift of insecticides and herbicides can often be seen to be
taking effect in these hedgerows and field side verges.
Fertilisers, soluble in water as they must be so that they
can be taken up by plants, are carried beneath the soil
surface to areas beyond that where the crops are grown.

Also found in our “Living Churchyard” are heaps of cut
grass and wood, which act as ‘animal hotels’ supplying,
amongst other species, the slow worms with a wonderful
summer home as well as a place to hibernate and over
winter. The rotting piles of wood are a valuable food
supply and nesting sites to beetles and insects, which in
turn are food for numerous bird species. Other animals
taking refuge in these heaps are frogs, toads, hedgehogs
and mice, the latter in their turn being food for owls,
which use the owl box in the trees to the west of the
churchyard. There are several other bird nesting boxes
placed throughout the churchyard to encourage birds to
nest there, since other natural habitats are becoming
scarcer and scarcer.
To ensure that everything possible is done to have as
many different habitats as possible in the countryside, the
Church has collaborated with wildlife groups throughout
the country to create ‘The Living Churchyard Project’. In
the case of St. Mary’s, the Salisbury Diocese has
collaborated with the Dorset Trust for Nature Conservation to organise an annual competition for “Living
Churchyards”, with the one selected as doing the most
for conservation being awarded the Bishop’s Prize. St.
Mary’s has been awarded this prize twice in the past eleven years and has been runner up twice and very highly
commended twice. The people who are responsible for
this churchyard are very proud of it and are only too
pleased to show it off and explain to visitors what it is
about and what it is hoped to achieve in the future.

Herbicides kill all the weeds in a growing crop, many of
which are food plants for many members of the fauna of
the area. For example, the common stinging nettle is a
vital plant for the caterpillars of the red admiral and
peacock to feed on. The spraying of insecticides is not at
all specific, killing most, if not all, insect species that come
into contact with them. This includes the honey bee
which, in the case of many crops is absolutely essential for
fertilisation and hence the production of the seed, as well
as many species of wild flowers.

The following numbers of species have been recorded in
Sixpenny Handley Churchyard. Total Numbers of Species
Recorded :
2004
2006
Herbaceous plants
100
105
Trees, shrubs and climbers
33
36
Grasses
10
11
Butterflies
11
14
Moths
69
69
Mammals
7
9
5
5
The honey bee is non specific in its habitat, in that it Reptiles
25
26
collects nectar and pollen from a great range of flowering Birds
plants. Other insects, however, are very specific in their
food plants. For example the burnet moths’ caterpillars These records are in no way complete and no doubt in
feed specifically on common and greater bird’s-foot- the
course
of
time
will
be
added
to.
trefoil, while the adults feed off thistles and knapweeds, Hopefully this puts the ‘state’ of St Mary’s churchyard into
both abundant in the churchyard. The marbled white context. It must also be stated that any particular area or
butterfly must have fine Fescue grasses for its caterpillars, graves and a pathway to reach them which relatives wish
and thistles and scabious to supply nectar for the adults to to maintain themselves is perfectly acceptable to the
feed from and to complete its life cycle. Needless to say, church generally.
all these plants are found in this churchyard. Some plants
are also specific in that they require other plants to enable To maintain the churchyard at St. Mary’s in the manner of
them to survive. For instance, there is one species of ‘urban lawns’ would be very costly and labour intensive.
broomrape, which although a parasitic plant, can only At present all the labour is freely donated, mainly from
survive if knapweed is present. Whilst other plants such George Jackson with the help of Mary Bishop; the village
as the cow parsley and hogweed when in flower play host owes these two a great vote of thanks.
to numerous flying insects, which in turn are a food
Ted Cox (November 2010)
source for birds such as the fly-catchers.
10
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CARDS
Whist By close of play of Wednesday, November 10th,
the 2010-2011 competition arrived at its one-third
distance with Len Diggin of Ashmore in first place with an
aggregate total of 975 points. Last year’s champion, Betty
White, trails Len by three points, with Chris Napier
[currently holding the highest individual score at 182] in
third with an aggregate of 970 points. This leading trio are
closely pursued by three players, all on 967 points, namely
Kingsley White, Chris Haskell and Doug Haskell.

But such are the fluctuating fortunes of whist that none of
the 40-odd main contestants need to be overly concerned
at this point. Three of the lower order players have yet to
break through the ‘900’ points bar; Doris Gibson 899,
Doreen Leverton 894 and Ted Saunders, a rather lowly
872, all must be hoping for a change in their fortune over
the remainder of the contest.

Finally, the Christmas Drive will take place, at the Village
Hall, on Saturday, December 18th, play commencing at
Susie White, the only player so far in the current the usual time of 7.30 p.m. As in times past there will be
competition to have twice achieved 13 playing tricks from an abundance of prizes and all are welcome to attend.
a single deal, is in very close contention with 966 points, 8
clear of your scribe in 8th position, who in turn is Bridge I am pleased to report that the Tuesday afternoon
bridge sessions at the Sports’ Pavilion continue to attract
followed by Ruby Jacobs [957] and Stuart Haskell [956].
a good attendance with less than three tables in play now
There have been many changes in fortune over these 6 being a rarity [equally, Tarrant Gunville maintains a similar
drives; Stuart Coombs who was highly placed at the end position]. Since writing my previous column, three minor
of the opening round slipped out of the reckoning and at slams have been bid, and made, and by sheer chance your
the commencement of play on the 10th was languishing in scribe was involved in all three. On October 5th,
27th place. However, his fortunes changed quite partnering Tim Stevens, deal 6 of the afternoon resulted
dramatically - he partnered Susie White in an excellent 13 in a victorious 6 No Trumps, while two weeks later, and
trick victory to close the end of the first half - when he partnering Julie Trickey, 6 No Trumps [by Julie] came on
carded a 170, a mere point behind the evening’s winner, deal 10 with 6 Hearts being the conclusion of bidding on
Sylvia Thorne. This brought Stuart’s aggregate to 947 and deal 15.
hoisted him up the table to 17th overall, while Sylvia
moved from 25th to 12th. Going in the opposite Finally, Gerald and Julie headed the East-West [Duplicate]
direction, unfortunately, was Wilf Jacobs who had table at Shaftesbury on November 5th with a score of 211
maintained a reasonably good placing and kicked off the points.
night in 12th spot. However, a miserable 146 dropped
Bill Chorley
him to 22nd, while Mary Braithwaite also travelled from
01725 552776
table to table but without change in fortune and ended
the drive with 142 and relegation from 17th to 27th.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Wishing the tenants of
Handley Park and all our
friends in Handley a
VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
and a
GOOD NEW YEAR

Mrs Win Judd
regrets that she is unable
to send Christmas cards
this year due to her failing
sight. She wishes all friends
a very Merry Christmas and
a healthy and prosperous
New Year.

From
Mr and Mrs R. Medcalf

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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News
And
Information
On October 11th, Mr Terry Heard entertained the
members with a very interesting talk on his work as a
woodsman. Coppice is a form of woodland management
that has provided both fuel and a host of raw materials
since earliest times. Coppicing relies on the ability of
many species to produce prolific growth. Species
mentioned were hazel, oak, birch, willow and many
more, thus providing work for a range of rural craftsmen
and women including hurdle, spar and charcoal making.
There were on display many items crafted by Mr Heard
such as walking sticks, tent pegs, besom brooms, hay
rakes etc, and he ended by giving us a demonstration on
how to make and use a besom broom. It was certainly
an evening enjoyed by all.
On 21st October, 15 members attended the Autumn
Council Meeting at The Lighthouse in Poole. The
morning began with the singing of Jerusalem after which
the official business commenced. There were two
speakers in the morning session: David Gynes from the
Dorset Family History Society and Sam Johnson, the
Equalities and Diversity Officer from Bournemouth
Borough Council, both who gave interesting insights into
their work with much room for thought. The afternoon
session saw the presentation of cups and awards, and
then it was time for the final speaker. This was to have
been Ann Widdecombe, but unfortunately owing to
personal circumstances she was unable to come.
Although many were very disappointed, we were given a
very entertaining talk by Edwina Currie. The afternoon
closed with the singing of the National Anthem.
On 27th October, 8 members attended the Autumn
Group Meeting hosted by East Orchard and Margaret
Marsh W.I. at Manston Village Hall.
The talk,
accompanied by many slides, was given by Mr Collier,
who along with his wife, had enjoyed a three week

NATIONAL
FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUES

holiday in Egypt in 2006. The meeting was well attended
and our hosts
certainly did us proud with a good
selection of food. A most enjoyable evening!
On 8th November, Mrs Annette Williams gave some
interesting tips on card-making, including the making of
small roses using ribbons; and then it was the turn of the
members to have a go. Although not everyone felt
confident to get involved individually, it proved to be a
very sociable evening as attempts were made to create
the perfect rose!
Some W.I. members and villagers contributed 19 shoe
boxes to the Rotary International Scheme for
disadvantaged children in Montenegro, Tanzania and
Romania.
Sixpenny Handley W.I. has a very healthy membership,
but would like to attract some new blood, particularly
from younger women. Nationally, the trend recently has
seen a large increase in younger people joining the W.I.
If you would like to come to a meeting, please feel free
to contact me (01725 552885) or the Secretary, Bobbie
Carter (01725 552042) for a chat. The meetings are held
at the Village Hall on the second Monday of the month
at 7.30 pm. There are regular speakers, as well as other
activities that can be enjoyed. The Craft Club meets
monthly and the Choir is now up and running and plans
to entertain the members at the Christmas meeting. All
women in our community are welcome to come, so why
not give it a try?
Dates for the Diary

Dec 13th In-house Christmas Entertainment
Dec 15th Group Advent Carol Service at Tarrant Gunville
Jan 10th Vivienne Endecott: Five Cheers for Enid Blyton
Rita Taylor (Committee Member)

In Praise of the Chase Garden Club
Over the years there have been many excellent talks and slide shows at ‘The Chase Garden Club’. However, this
autumn we have had two evenings where the subjects, for gardeners, have been what could be said to be ‘lateral
thinking’. The first evening, ‘The Book of Hours’, was presented by Sue Smith – ‘floral painting from early herbals to
the glories of medieval Books of Hours’. Everyone was amazed at the beautiful illustrations. What a treat!
The second evening, we had a slight change in subject matter and ended up with ‘Nature in North America’ presented by David Boag. It was another wonderful evening with superb slides and a brilliant speaker. It was unanimously
requested that David visits us again. Many thanks to our Farnham members for arranging these two wonderful
evenings.
If you haven’t visited ‘The Garden Club’ you don’t know what joys you are missing, so why not come along
GillCarter 01725 55203
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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SHMUC Report
Sixpenny Handley Musician's Circle
At our last session, on Sunday 24th October, we had several new musicians join in the fun. Predominantly rock music
was played, with the odd foray into folk, jazz, vaudeville and rock & roll. Everyone seemed to enjoy the music and to
be able to play without pressure, improvise and experiment as the mood took them.
This session took place at the Sports Pavilion in Sixpenny Handley, which will be the venue until the spring, when the
needs of the sports clubs and, perhaps, our swelling numbers will necessitate a move to other premises.
We do hope that any of our local musicians and singers who have yet to look in, will drop by for the odd session.
Please do not feel that you have to attend every session, just come in when you can for as long as you feel able. This
is a very free and easy evening, and each session will be different in feel, depending on who turns up on the night.
As stated before any style of music is OK, the more varied the better.
Just come along with everything you need to play, and music or chord charts, if you would like others to accompany
you.
The future dates, always the fourth Sunday of the month, are as follows:
Sunday 28th November
Break for Christmas
Sunday 23rd January
Sunday 27th February
Sunday 27th March
7.00 pm – 10.00 pm
Cost £2.00 per person - tea & coffee available at no charge
Venue: The Sports Pavilion Sixpenny Handley
More information from David Heath
01725 516478 david@heathfamily.plus.com

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
November / December 2010
Sixpenny Handley

Sixpenny Handley

We were sorry to learn that the excellent young Police
Community Support Officer (PCSO), Jamie Edge, who
has been working in our area for the last couple of
years is being moved on to Corfe Mullen. Jamie has
been a great supporter of Homewatch and the local
community and took trouble to get to know the village
and particularly its younger contingent. We will miss
him greatly but wish him well with his police career. His
duties are being taken over temporarily by the PCSO's
for Colehill and the Stour group of villages, following
which PCSO Jessica Moreton will be assigned to our
area. We look forward to meeting her. Jane Brittain,
our stalwart local area WPC is still with us and
is working as hard as ever on all our behalves.

Christmas trees near windows are an obvious target
before Christmas and, once opened, immediately
afterwards.

At a recent meeting, the Parish Council agreed to fund
the balance needed to pay for replacement Homewatch
signs where these have been damaged or become badly
faded. Replacement of the faulty signs will take place
over the coming months and be done by Homewatch
members. We feel it is important to keep our area well
signed in this way, partly as a deterrent to would-be
criminals and also to remind everyone that as a
community we should be looking after one another's
interests and safety.

There is talk, in the context of the Big Society no doubt,
of members of Homewatch schemes contributing to the
police costs of servicing them. This model does not fit
our arrangements in Sixpenny Handley where, rather
than have a small percentage of households who have
'opted-in' to membership of Homewatch, our
assumption has always been that all are keen to be 'in'
unless they specifically opt out. We clearly could not
continue that approach were the police to require us to
raise a membership fee, so we are in discussion as to
whether this levy is likely to become compulsory in
some way and, if so, whether it could be paid in our
case via, for example, the Parish Council on everyone's
behalf. We will keep you all informed with
developments on this as they occur.

Recent crime reports have been fairly few and far
between, which is good, although the theft of a vehicle
from Common Road car park was the most serious a
crime we have had in our area for many months. Those
who keep horses and ponies should be aware that
thefts of tack have been on the up throughout Dorset
and everyone is reminded that presents left under

We are naturally concerned that the generally low
crime statistics here will mean we are not a priority
when it comes to allocating slender police resources
over the next few years. One way to compensate for
this is to make sure that existing funds are well spent
and that officers near police force boundaries
communicate across them. In this regard it is excellent
that we now get police reports and warnings from
south Wiltshire as well as our regular updates from
Dorset Police.

It remains for us all to wish you a very happy Christmas
and a crime free New Year.

SIXPENNY HANDLEY BOWLS CLUB
We have held our Annual General Meeting and the following committee members were elected:
President:
Captain:
Vice Captain:
Treasurer:
Fixture Secretary:
Social Secretary:
Secretary:
Committee Members:

Colin Mardlin
Patricia Oxford
David Adams
Patrick Taylor
Jean Maidment
Valerie Martin
Bea Boyland
Gordon Oxford, Clifford Miles, Stella Olsen, George Boyland

We always need new members. If anybody is interested in our sport, you can get in contact with any of our
committee members and get details of our club. We will be pleased to see you!
Bea Boyland
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Flushed at Woodcutts
Autumn is a time of ‘flushing’, and if you aren’t familiar
with the term scientifically it is understandable because
it has several different meanings. Firstly, it is easier to
understand the ‘spring’ flush. This is when the vegetative
growth starts with a rush; as the days lengthen, the
temperatures rise and there is sufficient moisture. This,
of course, is also dependent on adequate rainfall and
daylight so that the leaves can maximise photosynthesis
at the right time, which causes buds to burst, grass
blades to lengthen and the ‘flora’ growth to accelerate
generally.
At the corresponding time in early autumn, when the
day length and temperatures are the same optimum,
there is an ‘autumn’ flush. Leaves put on a growth spurt
and under the right conditions grasses and weeds grow
more rapidly, as many a gardener will tell you. Farmers
take advantage of this ‘flush’ to take a late silage cut
whenever possible or delay housing their stock for
winter.
The word ‘flush’ is also used by the hunting/fishing
fraternity, when they flush out their quarry, either with
hounds or human beaters, from early October onwards.
The hounds flush out the fox and the human beaters
flush out the partridges or the pheasants in this part of
the world. This, of course, is purely here in the south as
in other parts of the country or the world the quarry
can be different. Whatever, the word ‘flush’ is used.
Another ‘flush’ is seen in the early sown winter crops;
ie. those sown in early September, when, under the
right conditions, they germinate, become established
and race away covering the ground very well, which
helps the crop suppress weeds with the help of the
herbicides and is obviously in a much better position to
stand up to any diseases, which will also develop better
under good growing conditions. Certainly, crops sown
in early September in the Woodcuts area this year have
experienced this ‘flush’.
Another use of the term ‘to flush’ is used in farming,
when female livestock are fed more intensively to get
them into prime condition before they are mated, with
the increased hope of fertilisation taking place. This is
even more important in autumn, when day lengths are
shortening and temperatures are waning, or in late
winter/early spring when it is not the natural time for
mating, with restricted daylight hours and low
temperatures.
So what is the ‘flushing’ at Woodcutts? Well currently it
is the growth of the winter cereals sown in September,
but this will be shortly followed by the flushing of
partridges and then, later, pheasants from cover to be
shot. And later on, no doubt, we shall see the hounds as
they flush out any foxes that may happen to be around.
All the above processes of flushing are closely

inter-related. Nowadays, stubbles of last year’s crops
are quickly cultivated and if not re-drilled almost
immediately, are sprayed with a total herbicide. This
leaves very little in the way of food or cover for wildlife
such as birds, deer, rabbits or hares, with the result that
there is a much greater reliance by these species on
what can be found in rural gardens and woodlands.
Rabbits in particular are becoming a real menace and
not just in the autumn/early winter - even more so in
the spring. This is despite the fact that rabbits are now
selling in the open market at £5.00 each in the
Guildford area. For this price, it must be well worth
shooting and marketing them, although for keepers it is
a very busy time preparing for the pheasant shoots.
Having written the above some two weeks previously, it
now being the second week of November, I now have
to report that rabbit numbers are reducing quite rapidly
due to that horrible rabbit disease, myxomatosis.
I was well into my late teens before I was aware that
there was an autumn ‘flush’, when it was pointed out to
me by an old woodsman named George who I had the
privilege of working with for almost two years. George
was a wonderful character and had spent most of his
working life in the woods, with a few years’ break in his
late teens and early twenties as a merchant seaman. He
was a wonderful raconteur, but many of his stories are
not repeatable here!
However, part of one tale I can have printed involves
some Italian prisoners of war who were working under
him while he was head forester on a large Hampshire
estate. At the end of the war, when these men were to
be repatriated, they invited George to a farewell party
in the estate cottage where they had been billeted. He
turned up, not having a clue what to expect, although
he had got on extremely well with all of them, some six
in number. On a dark and dreary November Friday
evening he approached their cottage after leaving his
bicycle on the roadside at the top of quite a steep slope,
some fifty yards from their door. This would be the last
time he would see them, so taking their token wage
packets to them was quite emotional for him.
When he knocked on the door, it opened to what was
obviously a very rousing party. He was welcomed with
great friendliness and immediately asked if he would like
a drink. Since they were not allowed alcoholic drinks,
he was mystified as to what they were offering; what
could have possibly put them into such high ‘spirits’?
(Please pardon the pun). He had pushed into his hand a
Shipham’s paste pot, which was filled with a clear liquid
which he was obviously expected to drink. George was
no slouch when it came to drinking - his time in the
Merchant Navy had seen to that - but he was slightly
taken aback by his hosts’ enthusiasm and the odd ‘glass’
he was being offered. His hosts quickly explained the
Continued on next page
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paste pot and showed him they were all drinking out of
similar receptacles. Drinking glasses were hard to get
hold of in war time by anybody, yet alone prisoners of
war, but Shippam’s paste pots weren’t. So that
explained that, but what on earth were they drinking,
that had put them into such high state of euphoria?
His host then explained, in broken English, that they had
been saving up currants, sultanas and raisins and
fermenting them to make ‘wine’. Would he like some
more? George, being a very sociable person, acquiesced
immediately, the time being about half past five. Some
time later he remembered his wife would be waiting
with his dinner, so he hastened to leave. After a few
more drinks and many good-byes, he made his way up
the steep path to his bicycle.
Some time later he arrived at his home across the Park.
He was in an extremely happy state, so much so that his
wife insisted that he went straight upstairs to bed so
that his two young sons should not see him. He was, to
put it politely, as ‘drunk as a …….’ and his clothes were
filthy and badly torn, but he insisted on explaining that
he had been having a farewell drink with the Italian
‘pows’ and that, because they hadn’t got any glasses,
they had to drink out of ‘p… pots’. After this he made
his way unsteadily up the stairs and all went quiet. Half

December 2010

an hour later and because all was quiet, his eldest son
went up to see if his father was all right. He came down
again immediately to his mother saying that his Dad
wasn’t in bed. She was so worried she almost ran up
the stairs to see where he was, only to return almost
immediately, not knowing whether to laugh or cry.
George was in bed but he had managed to get in under
the mattress!
Needless to say Saturday morning was difficult for
George. In those days, Saturday mornings were part of
the working week and the start time was seven o’clock.
It didn’t help that he couldn’t find his bicycle!
Enough of this divergence. Let us get back to the
present and Woodcutts. Just to finish off, I must
mention the large numbers of lesser periwinkles in flower, along with dandelions, blue violets and a report of a
lesser celandine in flower in Westbury. Also, during the
past week, I have seen several red admiral butterflies,
but all is about to change with frosts forecast, so I am
off to the fireside now.
Goodbye for now, thank you for reading to the end and
God bless you all.
Ted Cox
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COUNTRY RAMBLES
The wildlife of today is not ours to dispose of as we please. We have it in trust. We must account for it
for those who come after. KING GEORGE VI
This time of year seems to be a time for tidying up the
garden. I have dug all the beds for spring planting, so the
frost should give me a good tilth and all I will need to
do is give it a quick flick over when the weather warms
up. I am hoping to gain a jump on nature by getting
some early lettuce and broad beans growing in the polytunnel. My next job is to rake up all the fallen apples and
leaves; what a good crop of apples we had this year!
My friend, who makes cider, came up one weekend and
completely cleared three of the old trees which are a
cross between cookers and eaters and don’t keep. I
look forward to the amber nectar which he will give
me; nobody else in the family likes it so it really is a
treat for me.
A job that I have set myself over the Christmas period
is to reduce the height and thickness of the border
hedge. I will take my time and do it the old way, layering
and filling the gaps; it takes longer but leaves a nice
finish.
The shooting season is well under way. We had a good
lot of wild birds this year and the released birds have
not strayed yet. After such a dry and lovely start, the
last fortnight has been damp, wet and cold and required
a change or two of clothes on some days. I will never
understand why the guns will not shoot straight through
on wet days. They are wet, the pickers-up and beaters
are wet, and yet they insist on having a long lunch which
means that they, and we, have to put wet cold clothing
on after lunch.

wife and I had agreed that we would have a break from
the tasteless turkey and have a rib of beef instead. Then
last week I had a call from a game keeper friend who
was short of a picker-up on one of his days and could I
help him out, and I could. During the day I was sent
down an overgrown lane to get to the far end of the
line of guns. Part way down was a holly tree that was
red due to the number of berries on it. On the way
back I stopped and picked a plastic sack full, so I know I
have enough to decorate the house and make the
Christmas wreaths. We completed the day and Greg
asked me back for a cup of coffee and a chat. Sat in an
armchair, looking out over the paddocks in front of his
house, I was admiring his collection of rare wildfowl and
chickens. Then I noticed the turkeys and geese in the
orchard and within a short space of time we had Christmas and New Year’s dinner sorted out; all in all a very
successful day.
As you get older you reflect on how it was when you
were younger, and the chores you were expected to do
as a matter of course. On a Saturday I had to chop
enough firewood and kindling for the week, and stack it
by the back door. A lot of my skills came from doing
things, but they also came from listening to my elders.
My granddad told me to listen to everything, think
about what was said, and remember the nuggets that
were in the dross. It seems to me that very few children
in our current society get the opportunity to learn and
practise practical country skills and that over time many
of these will be lost.
Richard Harwood

It seems that the family are coming to us at Christmas
so we will have a house full that will need feeding. My
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Village characters with well known sayings
Mr Crocker, better known as Dazzy Crocker, was a
retired elderly gentleman who lived in a house near the
bottom of Littlefield Lane. The word ‘Dazzy’ was probably derived from an admonishment or rebuke, or to
emphasize a point. In irritation would say something
like “god dazzy boy “
John Carpenter was an ex-bricklayer who, I believe,
lived in a cottage in Sycamore Lane. In conversation he
was prone to say “no mistake” quite frequently. John
would often talk to us boys about his working life and
how he used to walk to Coombe Bisset, lay a thousand
bricks, then walk home again, all on the same day. A
long day, one would say, then John, in reply would say,
“No mistake!”
George Kerley came from Ebbesbourne Wake in the
Chalke Valley, and lived with Herbie and Bessie Bailey at
Church farm. George was a relative of Bessie, and was
reputed to have come for a few days’ holiday, but stayed
until his death in1957, aged 90, some twenty five years
or more later. During that time he took on several part
time duties on the farm, looking after the chickens, vegetable garden, and delivery of milk around the village.
He was fond of talking about the weather, and often in
reply would say “’tis indeed.” George was also a
character in his dress sense, especially when delivering
milk door to door as he would be attired in brown
breeches, black jacket, highly polished black boots and
gaiters, and a white starched collar on his shirt, often
sporting a rather battered black Homburg (Anthony
Eden) in inclement weather. With his wooden yoke
and a pail of milk on each side, he looked like a
character from a Thomas Hardy novel. He would have
made a wonderful extra in the film ‘Far from the madding crowd’. “Cold this morning, George.” “ ’Tis
indeed.”

Whilst we are at Church Farm, another event comes to
mind. The farmhouse was on the opposite side of the
road to the actual farm and in a rather dangerous
location, being tucked right into the corner between the
High Street and the Hollow and bordering right on to
the road. I think, at one time, it was called Jasmine
Cottage. Entry to and from the property was through a
small ironwork gate and stepping out onto the road at
night, on a blind corner, a black spot, with no street
lights, could be a bit of a risk. The farmhouse had a
large inglenook open-type of fireplace, where it was
possible to sit by the fire and look up at the stars at
night through the open top. Hanging inside the chimney
were various hooks for the purpose of hanging home
cured hams and sides of bacon for smoking. Once a
year my Uncle Herb would sweep this chimney, firstly
donning an ankle length coat and an old felt hat pulled
well down over his head. Then, with a holly bush
attached to a long pole, would push this up and down
inside the chimney. Usually this was most effective, but
the mess incurred during sweeping was indescribable!
In the cellar of the house was a sort of wooden trough
in which the legs and sides of fresh pork were placed
and covered with a coarse type of salt, usually bought in
block form. Salt was then rubbed into the meat on a
daily basis for about 3 to 4 weeks. The meat was then
wrapped in thick brown paper and tied with thick string,
then hung up in the chimney for several months to
smoke and cure, resulting in wonderful tasting food.
What can I say? “ ’Tis indeed!”
Peter Bailey
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Julie Andrews turns69!
To commemorate her birthday , actress/vocalist, Julie Andrews made a special appearance at Manhattan's Radio City
Music Hall for the benefit of the AARP (The American Association for Retire Persons). One of the musical numbers
she performed was 'My Favorite Things' from the legendary movie 'Sound Of Music'. Here are the lyrics she used.
(Sing It!) - If you sing it, its especially hysterical!!!
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin',
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the joints ache, When the hips break,
When the eyes grow dim,
When the pipes leak, When the bones creak,
Then I remember the great life I've had,
When the knees go bad,
And then I don't feel so bad.
I simply remember my favourite things,
And then I don't feel so bad.
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that lasted over four minutes and repeated encores. Please
share Ms. Andrews' clever wit and humour with others who would appreciate it.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC QUIZ
Clues are in the form of words taken from lyrics of a specific song
Required are the titles of the songs, also which musical show or film did they feature.
1 The truth is I never left you
2 Chicks and ducks and
3 I’m getting married
4 We ain’t got dames
5 There’s a place for us
6 When you walk thru’ a storm
7 No more talk of darkness
8 He don’t plant taters
9 Getting to feel free and easy
Ten second teaser
Brother or sister have I none.
But that man’s father, is my father’s son.
Who am I ?
Answers in February edition 2011

Merry Christmas
Peter Bailey

Mobile Library Schedule
Woodyates – Cobley Close
2.25 – 2.40
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close
3.00 – 3.20
Roebuck Inn
3.25 – 3.45
Dean Lane
3.50 – 4.05
Sheasby Close
4.10 – 4.30
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Visits on Thursday Fortnightly

December 9th, 23rd
January 6th, 20th, February 3rd
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Hairdresser Extraordinaire
Mr Larry Mullins lived in a cottage at Tinkley Bottom which, I believe, was situated somewhere between Rushmore
Park and Tollard Royal. He was a barber by profession who travelled the parish and surrounding villages on a bicycle,
armed with the tools of his trade in a brown leather Gladstone bag. I suppose a sort of “Have scissors, will travel.”
His tools of the trade were all hand operated as this was before electricity had reached this neck of the woods. A
rather unique situation, inasmuch that people did not go to the barber, the barber came to them.
Larry was a character, a likeable chap. I have a feeling that he, or his forbears, had come from the Emerald Isle.
Whilst cutting your hair he would suddenly burst into song with a rendering of Danny Boy, or Molly Malone, who
wheeled her wheel barrow through streets broad and narrow etc.
Larry had a vast repertoire of songs, but the most popular song at that time appeared to be Nellie Dean. How can I
resist it!
There’s an old mill by the stream, Nellie Dean
Where we used to sit and dream, Nellie Dean
And the waters as they flow, used to murmur soft and low,
You are my heart’s desire, I love you, Nellie Dean.
As a boy, having your hair cut was a leisurely affair, more of a social event plus vocal entertainment. Everyone was
invited to join in the song. But life in those days, like hair, was pretty laid back!
Peter Bailey

HELP TOMORROW TAKE SHAPE
2011 Census coming to a letterbox near you

On 27 March 2011, all residential households in the United Kingdom will be taking part in a census. Since 1801 a day
has been chosen every ten years for this purpose (except in 1941 during the war). The census provides an excellent
source of information about the population. This enables central and local government, health authorities and many
other organisations to identify need for housing, education, health and transport services for years to come.
Did you know that supermarkets use census statistics to work out the kind of foods they need to sell to keep local
communities stocked up with their favourites? Water companies use the census data to plan the pipes for clean and
wastewater – to make sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades and the police use census data to help
communities, putting fire alarms and crime prevention measures in specific areas. The benefits are far reaching.
The census statistics also feed into the allocation of funding for local authorities and play a major part in identifying
need for local services in communities, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as possible. When the
questionnaire envelope comes through the door you’ll easily recognise it by the purple 2011 Census logo. Take care
of it. If, like many people, you want to complete the questionnaire online, your individual internet code is on the
front of the questionnaire.
The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind – so there is a wide range of help options available (such as language guidance booklets, large print format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, as well as online help and telephone call centres).
More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk
Jackie Custard
2011 Census Area Manager
email: K110@census.gov.uk
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ROB’S COLUMN
NIGHT
The sun descending in the west,
The evening star does shine;
The birds are silent in their nest,
And I must seek for mine.
The moon, like a ﬂower,
In heaven's high bower,
With silent delight
Sits and smiles on the night.

THE WIND
Away in the darkness
beyond my li le light
the wind's three minstrels
play to the night.

Farewell, green ﬁelds and happy groves,
Where ﬂocks have took delight.
Where lambs have nibbled, silent moves
The feet of angels bright;
Unseen they pour blessing,
And joy without ceasing,
On each bud and blossom,
And each sleeping bosom.

One comes ﬁddling
through the trees deep and tall
and the trees sway to dancing
and their pale leaves fall
The second pipes and whistles
to the open sky
and the stars dance twinkling
and the big clouds ﬂy

They look in every thoughtless nest,
Where birds are covered warm;
They visit caves of every beast,
To keep them all from harm.
If they see any weeping
That should have been sleeping,
They pour sleep on their head,
And sit down by their bed.
Selected verses from a poem by
William Blake

OCTOBER
The leaves of Autumn drop by two's and three's
And the black cloud hung o'er the old low church
Is ﬁxed as is a rock that never s rs
But look again and you may well perceive
The weather cock is in another sky
And the cloud passing leaves the blue behind
Crimson and yellow blotched with iron brown
The Autumn tans and variegates the leaves
The nuts are ripe in woods about the town
Russet the cleared ﬁelds where the bindweed weaves
Round stubbles and s ll ﬂowers the trefoil seeds
And troubles all the land from rig to furrow
There's nothing le but rubbish and foul weeds
I love to see the rabbits’ snug-made burrow
Under the old edge bank or huge mossed oak
Clasp fast with ivy there the rabbit breeds
Where the kite peelews and the ravens croak
And hares and rabbits at their leisure feed
So varying Autumn through her changes runs
Season of sudden storms and brilliant suns.
From a Sonnet by John Clare

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

And the third shakes the earth
with his organ boom
and this old house dances
from room to room
(Poetry Classics – Chinese)

ILL WINDS BLOWING
The weather can have a massive impact on our health.
Here is a guide to how the changing climate can aﬀect
your well-being:
Sun: its rays beat depression, heart disease and M.S.
Even ‘nookie’ rates rocket in heat waves.
Blue Skies: when skies are blue, psychologists say we
relax and have a sunnier outlook on life.
Rain: wet weather can trigger depression, while ﬂoods
like June 2006 bring viruses such as ecoli.
Low Pressure: hits your short term memory and a enon span, also triggers headaches.
Thunder Storms: make us feel energe c, but can make
asthma cs and hay fever suﬀerers wheezy.
Humidity: US experts reckon a third of headaches are
caused by humidity.
Heat and cold: as it warms up we are at lower risk of
heart a ack because blood ﬂows more quickly.
Continued on page 30
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Wind gusts: usher in a host of nas es, like ﬂu.

Shellshock and trauma reﬂect in his eyes.
Deep in thought he lights up a fag.
Between his lips it smoulders and sags.
He stares straight ahead, but does not see,
He’s ba led fa gued, just let him be.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

LEST WE FORGET
(Taken from poems by Hazel)
Fast and low a screaming shell
One of a thousand incoming mail
All around no-one can say
What will happen on this day.
Noise of gunﬁre all about
Explosions and bullets, grenades and shouts,
Acrid smoke, choking gas
Hell on earth, destruc on en-mass
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

Rats grow fat on human ﬂesh.
Drawn by the stench of apparelled death,
Up and down the trenches they run.
A stamp of a boot, then his day’s done.
All of the carnage, horror and fear
He’ll never tell what he’s seen here.
For honour and glory, that’s what they say
Everlas ng life on Judgement Day.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

Conscripted, a boy paid the King’s shilling
To take up arms for which he was willing.
Born on a farm on the side of a hill
Where in a warp, me had stood s ll.
Innocence and laughter will soon be forgo en,
This ba leﬁeld is Armageddon
To end all wars and purgatory
To ﬁght for good and liberty.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

Orders go out, prepare to a ack,
Now is the hour there’s no turning back.
Riﬂe in hand, he pulls back the bolt,
Loads in a bullet, bu ons up his coat.
A whistle sounds out, then over the top
Hit by a shell he staggers and drops.
Row upon row of white crosses now stand
Many sons rest in this far away land.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

Curled up in a trench, chin on his chest,
A young man sits, mo onless, taking a rest.
Tired and weary, ba ered and worn,
His clothes full of lice, ta ered and torn,
Filthy and smelly, dirt ground in his skin,
On meagre ra ons, he’s terribly thin.
His boots caked in mud which ﬁlls the trench.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

What did we learn from this ul mate act?
So many sons never came back.
Look forward to peace, not back with regret,
With pride carve their names, we must never forget.
They gave their lives for Democracy, for freedom and
for liberty.

Holding it close, or taking quick peeps,
Treasured and cherished, he lovingly secretes
A photo of mother inside his coat.
Dog-eared and creased a le er she wrote
Whilst back at home Mom quietly weeps
Praying for mercy, deliverance and peace
Her son will return to her open arms.
Motherly love will protect him from harm.
(Sacriﬁced forever gone, here lies a soldier
Of the Somme)

I’m just back from Remembrance Parade. I lost an
Uncle Maurice Jesse in the war. Felt so moved to see 64
1st Woodcu s Scouts Group marching with others up to
the service. Well done to all. Uncle Maurice will be
glad with others that they have not been forgo en. The
Last Post being played made it more moving.

His face reveals torment and fears
Now looking older than his years
Too young to shave, but not to die

Good show at the ﬁrework night. Thanks to the Scouts.

(From Robert Maurice Jesse)
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J.G. WATSON
Nursery

TREES and HEDGE
plants

Good plants
at good prices
Tel: (01725) 517692
Email: julesgw@hotmail.com

Village Hall 100 Club Winners
September
1st
£25

38

Mr T. Budden

October
1st
£25

75

Mrs S. Symes

2nd

£15

28

Mr Steel

2nd

£15

110

Mr B. Coombes

3rd

£10

57

Mr Burke

3rd

£10

83

Mrs J. Gibb

The 100 Club is run in aid of the Village Hall.
If you would like to join for £1 a month, please contact Bea Boyland on 552805.
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING
CONTRACTOR

IAN NEWMAN
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE
•
•
•
•

All types of Fencing
including:
Close board
Chain link
Post and Rail

TV & Radio Aerials
Extra Points/Repairs
Satellite Dishes
Digital

Telephone
01722 322862
01725 552516
Mobile 07831 403644

Free Estimates

Telephone 01725 552522
Mobile 07778603559

21 Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley
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Lifeline is an emergency alarm system that gives you the
reassurance that help is available – 24 hours a day.
Peace of mind for you and your family at the touch of a
button.
For more information or to arrange a Free demonstration
Call Lifeline on: 01202 864224 or 01202 864225
E-mail: lifeline@edha.co.uk
www.edha.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Friends or relatives coming to stay?
Enjoy the freedom and flexibility of
self catering.
The Hayloft cottage for 2 with spa
bath. Short breaks available all year.
The Stables self catering suite for 2
(min. 2 night stay).
Generous Welcome Pack included.

Retaining the character & charm of the original buildings plus latest modern luxury
fittings . Contact Gail or Peter Smalley on 01722 780182 for a brochure or visit
www.ebbleswaycourtyard.co.uk ««««

EBBLESWAY COURTYARD

High Road, Broadchalke.
Situated 1/2 way between the White Hart & the Queens Head pubs.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

41

The Downsman

December 2010

42

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

The Downsman

December 2010

Mobile
Bars
Bars for every occasion
Weddings, Parties, Festivals
Very Low Set up Costs
Wide Range of Available Products
Able to suit your needs; from a small drinks party
to a large wedding or festival
Contact us now
M: 07590429540
E:bpholden7@gmail.com

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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guitar lessons
Dave Gray – 01725 552503
07751 566342
acoustic/electric
lead/rhythm/improvisation
blues-pop-rock etc.
half price taster lesson
home visits
over 35 years experience
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3G BUILDING &

DAIRY HOUSE PLANTS

CONSTRUCTION LLP

FIFIELD BAVANT , SP5 5HT
(Chalke Valley)

Partners: M Gothard (MEng), R Gothard & EL Gothard

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Build
Extensions
Barn & Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Project Management Services
Replacement Windows & Doors
Fitted Kitchens
Bed & Bathrooms

WIDE SELECTION OF UNUSUAL
AND COTTAGE GARDEN
FAVOURITE PERENNIALS,
also annuals, vegetables
and some shrubs

All building works undertaken
References Available

Open Saturday and Sunday,
April to October

CALL MATT GOTHARD TO DISCUSS YOUR
PROJECT

Contact Jane on 01722 780839
or 07970 069599
e-mail: janeyadrian@aol.co.uk

Tel/fax: 01725 552412
Mobile: 07817 606718
e-mail: 3gbuilding-construct@tiscali.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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SWIMMING AT
SANDROYD
Fridays mornings
Watertots - from 4 months
Minnows - pre school lessons
Saturdays
Swimming club for all abilities

Fully qualified teachers
and lifeguards
Members of the Institute
of Swimming
For more details contact:
Gill Patterson 01747 850856
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Valley Gardens & Earthworks
From courtyards to country gardens
Have your garden creatively designed and beautifully
landscaped to create a place of inspiration and tranquillity
We provide all aspects of garden design, landscaping and
maintenance
For a reliable and professional service please contact:
Chris on 01722 781197 or Glenn and Jane on 01725 552152
Email: valleygardens@tiscali.co.uk

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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BUILDING
ROOFING
PLUMBING
PLASTERING
GENERAL
MAINTENANCE

CASHMOOR
PROPERTY
SERVICES

Phone 01725 552860
Mobile 07857 593093
ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS

RENT A HUSBAND
For all those jobs your hubby never
finds time to do:
Window cleaning, electrics fitted,
plumbing fixed,
patio jet cleaning, gutters cleared and
leaf stops fitted, extra sockets,
bulbs, switches, curtain rails, handles,
taps etc replaced,
painting, grouting, sealing around the bath.
You name it and I’ll do it!
No job too small
References available

Low rates, too!
Call Ted on 07900 960325 or
01725 552084
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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YOGA
CLASSES
GUSSAGE ST MICHAEL
ALL WELCOME!
In Teacher's Home Studio
Day and Evening
Beginners & Improvers
Private Classes
Yoga for Pregnancy
Mrs Prim Young
01258 841364
E-mail: prim@moneysoft.co.uk
Website: www.yogadorset.co.uk
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S WALLWORTH
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER CYLINDERS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

GOODFELLOW & SON
GENERAL BUILDING,
PAINTING/DECORATING
HEATING & PLUMBING
OFTEC REG. FOR OIL BURNERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS

(01722780688/780055/780419

FREE QUOTATIONS
SIMON WALLWORTH
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759

A family run business for over 45 years

SIMON@WALLWORTH.WANADOO.CO.UK

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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HANDLEY
GARAGE
Telephone – 01725 552134
We are now fully up and running for
Cat & Diesel M.O.T. Testing (Class Four)
Full Range of Services
Welding, Servicing, Spraying & Bodywork,
Engine Re-builds or Re-Cons, Gearboxes, Clutches,
Exhausts, Tyres etc
FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS Phone Richard
Opening Hours

Mon. to Fri. 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 4:00pm
Sunday
Closed
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T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

PATRICK
ROSE

——————————————————

IAN HARRIS
MIPRE
——————————————————

QUALITY PAINTER
AND DECORATOR

•
•

Free quotes & advice
Fully insured

•

Call me, your local expert with over
thirty years experience.

TEL: 01725 552872
MOB: 07989 373735

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Advice on repair of your existing
equipment
Assistance in setting up and
supply of new items
Loan sets available

Tel: 01747 870822
Mobile: 07921 194816
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R.JAMES

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Bespoke Furniture

Fully qualiﬁed carpenter
with over 10 years
experience

Kitchen Installations

Fully Insured

Roof Construction

Free quotes and advice

Outdoor Structures

Fast, friendly and
reliable service

Repairs & Maintenance
and more

07818 321182

01725 552098
61 High Street

Sixpenny Handley

Salisbury

FOR ALL YOUR CARPET &
VINYL NEEDS
1st class personal service,
samples brought to your door,
just pick up the phone and call
Kevin Armstrong
01258 840056
07767774021
armstrongkvn@aol.com
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SUMMERLOCK
UPHOLSTERY
Church Farm Workshop
Sixpenny Handley
SALISBURY
Tel: 01725 552333

Fax: 01725 552333

FOR
RE-UPHOLSTERY
CURTAINS
Loose Covers

VERTICAL & VENETIAN
BLINDS
Carpets Supplied & Fitted

NEIL EVERALL

01258 455093
3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum
DT11 7UQ
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P.,
S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered
Physiotherapist
Treatment for
Sports Injuries, Spinal and Neck
Pain, Arthritis, Headaches
Acupuncture, Ergonomic Advice,
Massage
Home Visits and Evening
Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

Corbett Pest Control
Royal Society of Health Qualified
Moles, rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, pigeons,
wasps, fleas, cockroaches, flies, bedbugs,
moths, bee swarm removal etc..
For All Your Pest Problems
Call- 01722 780946
corbettpestcontrol@btinternet.com
3 Thatched Cottage, Fifield Bavant SP5 5HU

56

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

The Downsman

December 2010

VERWOOD LEISURE CENTRE

GP REFERRAL SCHEME

Are you suﬀering from a recurring injury?
Are you being treated for high blood pressure or have a
medical condi on?
Then you can take part in the referral scheme.
How do I get on the scheme?
You can be referred by your doctor, nurse or
physiotherapist. They will give you a prescrip on to
exercise for 6 months then all you will need to do is
contact Verwood Leisure Centre to book a consulta on.
The consulta on will involve a 30 minute discussion of
your medical history and health checks.
A follow up appointment will then be made for you
to come and start exercising.
Your instructor will guide you though your exercise
programme and will advise on how o en to exercise.
Ini ally, your sessions will be supervised un l you feel
conﬁdent to start exercising independently.
Your instructor will also review your exercise
programme every 8 weeks!
For informa on on the cost of the GP referral scheme please
contact Carly Howard on 01202 821007.
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Registered Charity No
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The coffee morning will be held at the Pavilion,
Sixpenny Handley playing field every Thursday morning
at 10.15 am to 11.45 am.
We would love to see you at the coffee mornings to which all are
welcome. Give it a try!
For information please contact 01258 841321
We can provide transport to the surgery, dentist, etc
with a contribution from the user of 50p per mile to cover fuel costs.
We can also help with the collection of prescriptions,
local shopping for the house bound, and dog walking.
We hold regular monthly Social Day Centres
at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. Please phone to find out more.
We are always looking for new volunteer drivers in all areas
that the CCF covers – please phone to find out more.
It greatly helps if you can give us as much notice as possible
if you need transport.
CCF interest groups include a book club, and a record music group,
as well as The Painting & Drawing Group which is held at the Pavilion.
For any information about the Chase Community Friends,
please phone 01258 841321.
The CCF offer voluntary support to those who need it within the
Cranborne Chase villages.
So come along and make new friends.
“Have we missed you?”
Or if you know some one who might like our help, please let us know.
We are supported by Dorset County Council
Social Services Committee.
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Sixpenny Handley.

Tel: 01725 559181

General Mechanical Repairs
By a Qualified Engineer

Mobile or At Your Home
•
•
•
•
•
•

Servicing & Repairs to Cars & Light Vans
MOT’s
Light Bodywork Repairs
Mechanical Restoration. Engine Rebuilds etc.
MIG Welding
Light Fabrication

Local Estimates Freely Given

•
•
•
•
•

Petrol Lawnmower and Garden Machine Repair and Servicing
Chainsaw Repair, Sharpening and Servicing
Light Farm Machinery Servicing and Repair
Motorcycle Servicing and Repair
Light Agricultural Repairs

Reasonable Rates

Reliable, Friendly Service

Call Martyn Nash on : 01725 559181 or 01725 552 348 or 07786 030640 (Out of Hours)
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Advertising Costs
The rates to advertise in The Downsman are:
Full page - £16
Half page - £10
Quarter page - £5
Our book 6 but only pay for 5 insertions offer continues with the annual rates (6 issues) being
£80, £50 and £25 respectively.
The magazine offers excellent value in reaching your local customers.
We currently deliver The Downsman to approximately 700 households within the parish.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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DON’T FORGET WHAT’S ON!!!
DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

DATE

FUNCTION

PAGE

4 Dec

Little Pennies Pre-School
Opening

15

6 Jan

Mobile Library

25

4 Dec

Coffee Morning in aid of Breast
Cancer Care

14

9 Jan

Bingo, Village Hall

28

5 Dec

Film “Muppets Christmas Carol”, Village Hall

6

10 Jan

W.I. Meeting

13

7 Dec

M.U. Carol Service

9

15 Jan

Deadline

3

9 Dec

M.U. Meeting

9

20 Jan

Mobile Library

25

9 Dec

Mobile Library

25

22 Jan

Race Night, Village Hall

7

13 Dec

W.I. Meeting

13

23 Jan

SHMUC Meeting

15

15 Dec

W.I. Advent Service

13

27 Jan

Chase Garden Club

24

23 Dec

Mobile Library

25

28 Jan

Sports Association Quiz Evening

16

1 Feb

Next Issue

3

3 Feb

Mobile Library

25
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