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A Personal Urgent
Appeal for My
Village
Bakhawan,
Daanbantayan,
Cebu, Philippines
page 8

Traditional Burns
Supper

To be held on: Saturday 11th
January 2014 at The Village
Hall.
page 8

Thank you

To all have supported Chona’s fund
raising so far here are the totals:
‘Great Cake Sale‘ - £302.50
Jar at Styles - £55
Personal Donations £850
Takeaway Extravaganza - £491
Grand Total: £ 1698.50

Village Hall
Urgently Needs
To Find A New
Booking Secretary
page 17

Help create
Sixpenny Handley’s
First Waistcoat
Festival

FREE Bowling
Tuition
12-18 year olds
page 22
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Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
held by the Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge Parish Council. This publication does not endorse the products
or services advertised within.
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Next edition
The next edition will be published on
1st February 2014

Copy deadline for the
next edition

15th January

Please make every effort to meet the
deadline so that we have time for
printing, production and distribution.
If possible please email your articles to
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Advertising
Our advertising offers great value. The
Downsman is currently delivered to
over 700 households within the parish.
Email David: downsmanadverts@
sixpennyhandley.org for more details.

Advertisement Costs
Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square
Rectangle
Large Square
Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition
£2.50
£5
£10
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate
£25
£50
£125
£175
£250

Christmas... eeeeek

Christmas is going to arrive on 25th December if we are
ready for it or not... The school is well into rehearsals
for the Christmas Performance, I have a member of the
choir in my house so I would know! And speaking of
choirs there is plenty of chance to listen and join in with
or perform in the village and area over the Christmas
period. The community choir is coming together for the
Christmas carol service at St Mary’s on 15th Dec (see page 9). And if you are more
of a sing along than lead singer there is a full list of Carol Concerts on page 5 along
with the change of time for the Christingle to 4pm. If your voice isn’t up to singing
at all then why not pop to Salisbury with the Concert Club ( page 27).
We are so lucky in this village to have so many fabulous opportunities to enjoy
ourselves and to have so many people willing to put themselves forward to arrange
new events for us - so for the new year we can look forward to some Acoustic Live
nights in the Village Hall (page 17); Artsreach are bringing Anne of Green Gables
(page 26), a Traditional Burns Supper in aid of Chona’s Village in the Philippines
(page 8), and a Waistcoat Festival!
The Waistcoat Festival is just the first of the organisations in the village looking for
people to help out in some way (page 7). The school are looking to the Community
for a new Governor (page 11). The Scouts for their Active Support Unit(page 19). If
those sound too much maybe you could help create some village bunting or act
as booking Secretary for the Village Hall (page 17). There is also paid work for the
Parish Council page 6.
We also have some interesting articles from Nick Sherman about projects he is
involved with, the Deanland Phonebox and St Mary’s Churchyard Project on page 7.
And don’t forget to support all our lovely local businesses over Christmas!
Best Christmas Wishes

Naomi Booth

Advertisement Sizes
Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square
Rectangle V
H
Large Square
Half Page
Whole Page

Image area*
30 words
59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm
122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm

*without frame which will be added
by us.
If you need us to set your advert
please add a one-off £5 fee.

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

c/o The Parish Office, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA
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Letters to the Editor
Wind Farms
Ted Cox’s Woodcutts article mentioned
wind turbines. In my opinion wind
turbines are a bad idea, and an
assault to the senses. I like my
horizons to be free of man made
obstruction, and so from a visual
aspect turbines are negative. There is
a noise issue, and for larger turbines
no noise standard currently exists.
The required infrastructure will also
impact adversely. There is of course
the argument as to why we taxpayers
should subsidise an installation
which can only provide power when
conditions are right. ie winds neither
too weak, nor too strong!
The solution to renewable energy is
obviously Tidal - we are an Island, with
tides sloshing up and down twice a day,
totally predictable (with a small +/- for
barometric pressure and strong winds.)
There is some research being carried
out, but still in early stages. Interesting
to note that years ago there were
hundreds of tide mills around our coast,
a few of which still exist.
Of current particular concern is the
Navitus Bay Development, which
proposes up to 218 turbines, each taller
than Salisbury Cathedral, within less
than 9 miles of the World Heritage Site
at Durlston, and will be in clear view
of Needles, Bournemouth, Swanage
and so on. For more information,
and what you can still do, visit www.
challengenavitus.org.uk and see their
12 page response as to why it is a
bad idea to situate where it is. Other
thoughts in that respect, are that
the consortium is French and Dutch,
with much investment coming from
China, so once again you and me are
subsidising the (foreign) fat cats.
Regards
Adam
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Dorset Historic Churches Bike Ride
Many thanks to those who took part
in, and supported, the Dorset Historic
Churches Bike Ride on Sept 14th. The
event raised £330, divided between the
Trust and St. Mary’s Church. Especial
thanks to a Trio of cyclists from the
Bao Smith family, and to Lingling
particularly, who added an extra £25 in
sponsorship.
John Cullingford (local organiser)
75 mile walk
I, Jessy Meaden, along with one of my
friends completed the 75 mile walk
around the Isle of Wight in 3 days over
the weekend 19th - 21st October. We
battled the elements, blisters, aches
and pains and limped our way to the
finish line! I would just like to thank
everyone who supported us! The money
raised will go towards The AMECA
Trust. The AMECA Trust is committed
to the delivery of healthcare, training
of healthcare professionals and to
healthcare education in sub-Saharan
African countries, through sustainable
initiatives. You can read more about
the work of this charity at www.ameca.
org.uk. For those of you that aren’t
aware, I am currently studying nursing
at the University of Southampton and
as part of my elective placement I
have chosen to travel with AMECA to
volunteer in Malawi. During the trip, I
shall be helping in a local community
project (renovating and helping at
a local primary school), and also
spending some time volunteering in
local hospitals. This will provide much
needed help to the local communities.
I am still continuing to fundraise so if
anyone would still like to contribute
please visit my donation page to read
more ... www.virginmoneygiving.co.uk/
JessyMeaden. Thanks again for your
support, it is much appreciated.

RBL Poppy Appeal 2013
Many thanks to all who contributed
to this year’s Poppy Appeal. A total
of £1996 was raised that includes an
assessment of Gift Aid. A special thanks
go to all the intrepid collectors who
went House to House and achieved an
increased contribution over last year of
11% and to the shops and other static
outlets with an increased contribution
of 5% over last year. A generous and
warm-hearted response, when one
considers the size of our community
and the economic pressures most of us
are experiencing.
When it comes to next year, do
remember that in each collector’s box
there are Gift Aid envelopes. We had
only three this year and we could have
raised maybe a further £200 or so had
they been used more extensively. My
grateful thanks go to all our willing
helpers who gave up so much of their
time.
Paul Skinner
Lynne Godden and Thelma and John
White would like to thank everyone who
gave so generously to their “Bald not
Barking” challenge. Final total received
for the Mind charity is £2122.00.
Heartfelt thanks for all your support.
STILL MISSING

Last seen Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley
on Thursday 17th October. HARRY is a
very friendly 18 months old cat. He is
microchipped and neutered.
Please can you check garden sheds or
garages in case he may be shut in. If you
have seen him or know where he might
be then please call Sarah on 01725
552633 or 07970913045.

Noticeboard
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Downsman Noticeboard

If your group is staging an event or needs help, use this free space to tell everyone!

Burns Night

Christmas 2013
Celebrate the Reason for the
Season with friends
Scouts’ Christmas
Celebration
Sixpenny Handley Sunday 8th
December 2.30pm

Traditional Burns Supper
Saturday 11th January 2014 at The
Village Hall.
All proceeds raised go directly to
Bakhawan, Daanbantayan & Cebu
Villages. (Philippines)
For Further information
01725553040
And see page 9

Carols by Candlelight
Sixpenny Handley, Sunday 15th
December 6pm
Gussage St Andrew, Friday 20th
December 6pm
Pentridge, Monday 23rd
December 6pm
Christmas Eve
4pm CHRISTINGLE PLEASE NOTE
NEW TIME
Sixpenny Handley
Midnight Communion, Sixpenny
Handley 11.30pm
Christmas Day
Sixpenny Handley, Family
Communion 9.30am
Pentridge, Holy Communion
11.15am

Once a month in Sixpenny
Handley Village Hall we provide a
freshly cooked 3 course lunch
for £4.00

Please contact
01258 841321
Transport, interest clubs
and help also available
full details page 23

ACOUSTIC
CLUB
Following the success of
‘Ninebarrow’ the village hall
entertainment committee have
decided to continue with the
‘Acoustic live’ themed nights.

More info page 17

Dates for your diaries: Saturday
15th February, Saturday 12th
April & Saturday 14th June.

HANLEGA’S
19th December
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Doors Open 7pm
Start 7.30pm
Fun, prizes, tea/coffee and homemade cakes!
Future dates:

17th Jan - 20th Feb

New Year’s here and
we’re all ready.
Dance to ‘The Word’
(Dave Gray & friends).
Live Music, Buffet, TICKETS £10
01725 553005

All proceeds to The Little Pennies Pre-School
Registered Charity no. 1137622

Sixpenny Handley
First School
is looking for a
Community
Governor
page 11

Interested in
volunteering some time
to scouting in a flexible
way?

Why not try
Scout Active
Support.
page 19
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Clerk’s Corner

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk

Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA
Email: sixpennyhandley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Clerk to the Council (Lisa Goodwin) 01258 840935
Assistant Clerk (Gill Martin) 01725 552211

Vacancy for Assistant Clerk/Responsible Clerk, Mrs Lisa Goodwin on 01258
840935
Financial Officer
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge
Parish Council is seeking someone to
take on the position of Assistant Clerk/
Responsible Financial Officer from
March 2014 to work alongside the Clerk
to the Parish Council.
The position requires someone to work
largely on their own initiative in the
Parish Office; the commitment is approx
25 -30 hours a month. The work includes
evening meetings held in the Parish
Office.
The successful candidate will be a
good communicator and be computer
literate in Microsoft Word and Excel.
Responsibilities include preparation
of agendas, taking minutes and
dealing with correspondence. The
Assistant Clerk is also the Financial
Officer, responsible for the effective
management and control of all the
Council financial affairs, including
paying invoices, accounting and
budgeting.
The successful applicant will be
expected to undertake regular
training, including study for the CiLCA
qualification.
Rate of Pay will be in accordance with
N.A.L.C. part time rates depending on
qualifications and experience.
Applications in writing (including a
Curriculum Vitae and contact details
of two referees) to Cllr David Lockyer,
Chairman Sixpenny Handley with
Pentridge Parish Council, Parish Office,
6 Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny
Handley, Salisbury. SP5 5PA.
For further details please contact the
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Closing Date for applications 5pm 31st
December 2013
Vacancy for Play Equipment Inspector
Sixpenny Handley Recreation Area
The Parish Council owns and maintains
the Recreation Area in Sixpenny
Handley. We are looking to appoint
an inspector to carry out monthly
inspections from November to March
and weekly inspections from April to
October. Appropriate training will be
provided.
Inspections to include; general repairs
that can be reasonably accommodated
at the time of visit ie. Replacement of
nuts, bolts, screws etc and re-fixing of
parts that may have worked loose or
have become detached but remain on
site in a usable condition. A written
breakdown of repair works completed
and a report for action required for
further remedial works that require
attention ie. special or larger parts
that need to be ordered from the
manufacturer.
Payment for each inspection is £15.00
payable by cheque monthly.
Interested persons should apply to The
Parish Council in writing/email to the
above address.
Closing date for applications 5pm 31st
December 2013.

Opening Hours:
Tuesday 10am – 12 noon &
Thursday 6pm – 7-30pm
For up to date
Parish Council
information visit:
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk

The Parish Office
Unit 6 Town Farm
Workshops
is available to Hire

Come and take a look when we are
open on Tuesday mornings
or Thursday evenings or arrange a
visit with Gill.
£10 per session
Book in with Gill on
01725 552211 or 01725 552297

Village Hall 100 Club
September 2013
1st £25 105 Carol Wyatt
2nd £15 100 Mr. A Hunt
3rd £10 90 Mr. L. Smith
October 2013
1st £25 42 Mrs Davies
2nd £15 103 Mrs. Broadway
3rd £10 19 Mrs. S. Olsen

Mobile Library
Visits on Thursday Fortnightly
December - 5th, 19th
January - 2nd, 16th, 30th
Woodyates – Cobley Close 2.25–2.40
Back Lane/St Mary’s Close

3.00–3.20

Roebuck Inn

3.25–3.45

Dean Lane

3.50–4.05

Sheasby Close

4.10–4.30
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Deanland Telephone
Kiosk
We have been awarded a grant of
£810 by the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty to furnish the
Deanland Telephone Kiosk as a
Tourist Information Centre for visitors
to Deanland on their way to the Ox
Drove, the RSPB at Garston, Rushmore
Woods and Stonedown Woods among
others. The kiosk will be fitted out in
oiled oak by a local carpenter, Andrew
Shervington, with a standing desk,
pigeon holes for literature, a First Aid
box, a cupboard for loan books about
the Cranborne Chase and the region, a
display panel to advertise local facilities
and businesses, and a large glass panel
on the back outside with a map of the
area.
We would like to commission a bespoke
map which would pin-point local
features, services and local businesses.
If any local business would like to
make a small donation towards this,
we would be pleased to include their
details on the map. They can contact us
by email at
telephonekiosk@deanland.plus.com
A full description of the project together
with design drawings can be found on
the Deanland website at :
www.deanland.plus.com
If anyone has any books about the
village, the Cranborne Chase or other
literature which could be kept in the
Kiosk for loan on a trust basis, we would
be most grateful to receive it. Again,
they should contact us on the above
email address, which is also on the
website.
Nick Sherman

St Mary’s Churchyard 6d Handley Waistcoat
Festival
Project
The cataloguing of the headstones
in St Mary’s Churchyard is nearing
completion. Most of the headstones
and inscriptions have now been
recorded, and entered on a database.
Some of the recent headstones are yet
to be entered. Geometric referencing
has also largely been completed, but
we have yet to enter the data into the
database, and one section has still to be
referenced. Eventually this data will be
used to provide a GPS location for each
headstone.
In the meantime, a very simple
and incomplete website has been
produced which gives about 75% of the
information online. In due course, it will
all be uploaded but it also needs crosschecking. Unfortunately, at this stage,
females cannot necessarily be traced
by their married names, often only by
their maiden names. We are working on
this but the structure of the database is
causing problems in this respect. The
website, which still needs to be made to
look more “pretty”, can be found at :

After the great village fire on 20th
May 1892 they said you could spot a
Handley Man as he wore two if not
three waistcoats! The Village Hall
Entertainment Committee would like to
create a new event that celebrates our
village’s history on 17th May 2014. If you
or your group would like to get involved
please get in touch with Jen by email
jenny@yummyjam.co.uk

DOUG LUCAS
LOGS FOR SALE
FULL OR HALF
TRANSIT LOADS
Also sacks, netted logs,
kindling, coal

FREE DELIVERY
ALL AREAS

www.stmarysyard.plus.com
Nick Sherman

Tel: 01725 552636
Mob: 07765 426662

D.J LOGS

Quality barn stored logs
Full and half loads
Kindling wood and Netted logs
(Netted logs can be delivered free of charge if purchased in multiples, or with
kindling only in Sixpenny Handley)

Please call Darren or Lucy 01725 553167
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A Personal Urgent Appeal for My Village
Bakhawan, Daanbantayan, Cebu, Philippines

After Typhoon Haiyan, my village has suffered devastating damage, almost wiped
out, and now all the people, my family, friends and neighbours are without food,
water and shelter. Government and relief agencies have not reached my village yet,
as they are concentrating on Tacloban, where they are expecting a huge number of
dead. This appeal is for donations so I can help my people directly, before it is all
too late. The money will go directly to the people who need it.
If you would prefer to pay by Debit or Credit Card it is easy through www.paypal.
com and make your donation to limo1@btinternet.com just click send money and
enter this email address
Or please see Chona Garton at:
14, Town Farm Place,
Sixpenny Handley
Home Number: 01725 552546
Mobile Number: 07771 705491
There is a collection jar in Styles newsagent and shop in Sixpenny Handley if you
prefer.
Chona Garton

C & B STYLES
Newsagents & Mini-Market.
12 High Street, Sixpenny Handley.

Monday – Friday 6.30am – 7pm
Saturday 7.30am – 7pm, Sunday 7.30am – 1pm.
In-store bakery for Fresh morning breads & pastries
Extensive range of groceries, Chilled & Frozen Food.
Local Bread and Milk Daily. Fruits & Vegetables.

01725 552658

Off-licence with large selection of Wines, ciders & Ales.
Debit cards taken with free cash-back facility. Paypoint facilities in-store.
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BURNS NIGHT

Come and join us celebrate in style
the life of Scotlands’ favourite
Bard. Enjoy an evening full of fun,
traditional Scottish music, recitals and
of course the finest fayre.

Traditional Burns Supper
Starter
Cock a leekie soup
Main course
Haggis, neeps & tatties
Dessert
Scottish sherry trifle
Teas, coffee & Scottish shortbread
To be held on: Saturday 11th January
2014 at The Village Hall.
All proceeds raised go directly to
Bakhawan, Daanbantayan & Cebu
Villages. (Philippines)
For Further Information
01725553040
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Merry Christmas from the Downsman
Roy Medcalf

Would like to wish all of the residents of Handley Park
and his many friends in Sixpenny Handley a

Very Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Roy would also like to thank all who sent cards & letters of sympathy, after the sad
loss of his wife Elaine earlier this year.

Christingle Service

There is a new time for the Christingle
Service on Christmas Eve.
Following comments that it overlapped
with tea-time we have brought the
service forward to 4 o’clock. We hope
this will help make the celebration
even better, and look forward to seeing
everybody.
Mel Durrant

I, Mrs Kathleen
Hardiman would like to
wish all my neighbours and
kind friends a very happy
and peaceful Christmas
and best wishes for health
and happiness in 2014.

Christmas Community Choir
For those who love singing, and can
spare the time, we shall be forming
a Community Choir to sing two
Carols at the annual Carol Service,
this year on Sunday 15th December
at 6pm. This has always proved an
enriching experience, and gives us the
opportunity to explore some newer
items from a great repertoire.
Rehearsals are on the three Fridays
before the Carol Service: Friday 29th
Nov, Fri 6th and 13th December – each
one at 7 pm in the Church, lasting for an
hour. You do not have to read music to
join, but there will be harmony parts for
those that can manage them.
Please come along - and let me know
your intentions, either by phone 516453, or email jfcul3@hotmail.com
Many thanks, John Cullingford

Happy Christmas
…now don’t forget to recycle!
The Dorset Waste Partnership wants to say a big
festive ‘thank you’ for your recycling efforts.
Since the new service started you have helped
recycle more than 60% of our waste. In some areas
that’s double last year’s recycling rate.
Please remember:
• Put glass in your green box
• Put items loose into your recycling bin
• Use your food waste bin for any cooked or uncooked food
• Extra recycling will be collected if placed in boxes
• Check your calendar or look online for changes to your
Christmas collection dates

For more information go to dorsetforyou.com/recycle
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Sixpenny Handley First School
Eco Club
We have been very busy in Eco Club
this year. We have planned to do litter
picking around different parts of the
village. Last half term we went along the
high street and found lots of different
litter. Please remember to keep your
litter until you find a bin! Next we are
going to go to the playing fields, let’s
hope there is not as much there!
Soon we are going to plan and organise
a ‘switch off’ fortnight in school to see
how much electricity we can save.
Maybe you can think about how much
you are using and if there are any ways
you can save some, maybe you could
switch off the lights when you don’t
need them or make sure you turn things
off rather than leave them on standby!
Have fun being Eco friendly.
School Council

exhibition with all the money raised
from our paintings going to Children
in Need. Each class is busy working
towards this by creating one piece
of art. The Ladybirds have created
wonderful Jackson Pollock inspired
pieces of work, the Bumble Bees have
had fun looking at Andy Warhol, the
Grasshoppers have been looking at
the artist Miro, and the Scorpions have
been investigating Chuck Close. We look
forward to finding out how much the
school has raised for Children in Need.
The School Council have also been
to a governors meeting, introducing
ourselves and sharing why we wanted
to be part of the council. We have also
shared some of our achievements
from the last school year including
our new playground and our fantastic
new equipment. We are now excited to
hear the feedback from our pupil voice
afternoon so we can set our new action
plan for the year ahead!
Miss Hudson and the School Council
We’re mad about Science!

The Grasshoppers favourite challenge
was finding out how we could help get
the little boy from the story safely and
slowly back down to earth. We spent
the day exploring forces and finding
out about Sir Isaac Newton and his
discovery of gravity, how forces work
around us and what they do. We then
designed our own experiment to make
parachutes and test the speed at which
a toy person would reach the ground.
We had to be very careful to make this
a fair test and the only variable we
had was the type of material we used

Kevin Knight
Horologist

Clock and Watch Repairs
The School Council have really hit the
ground running this term, eager to
get started with making plans for the
year ahead. After electing our brand
new Council members, Evie, Jamie,
Daniel, Charlotte, Cassie, Isla, Taiya,
Peter, Gabriela and Charlie we have set
straight to work.

Their first port of call was Children in
Need. We have planned an exciting Art
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Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451
Last week Sixpenny Handley First
School was taken over by mini scientists
exploring more about the world around
them! The week began with a BANG
when a mystery astronaut visited and
set us some science challenges! We
were busy sharing the book, ‘The
Way Back Home’ when our visitor
interrupted but they left us with some
exciting questions to think about.
Each class had a challenge to complete
based on space involving things such as
light, forces, sound and planets.

kevindavidknight@gmail.com

CARE4CATS

AND
OTHER CREATURES TOO!

FULLY INSURED
CRB CHECKED
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Small family business set in the heart of
Cranborne Chase
PET & HOUSE SITTING UP TO 50 MILE RADIUS
Competitively Priced
Peace of mind, we care for your pets when you
are unable to!
FURRED OR FEATHERED, 1 DAY TO 1 MONTH

RELIABLE : EXPERIENCED : CARING
01725 552580
0780 777 4338
SUSAN COLLINS
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to make the parachute. We found
out that the foil parachute took the
longest to reach the ground and won
the challenge. We did some great
measuring of results! The whole week
was full of fun and science just like this.
We finished the week by inviting our
parents in to share what we had been
finding out about and to show them
some of our cool experiments. We are
all very proud of ourselves and the
science learning that we did.
By Grasshoppers Class

In Scorpion class the year 4’s had a fantastic trip to Leeson house. We explored the
grounds by pond dipping, orienteering and a night walk, which was gladly followed
by hot chocolate at bed time. The children all had a great time sorting their rooms
and practising putting on their sheets! It was a first experience of staying away from
home for most of the class and I’m sure, given the chance, they would all head back
again!
Mr Thomas, Scorpion Class Teacher.

Community Governor

•
•
•
•

Websites built and updated
Search Engine Optimisation
Social Media
Design for web & print

Tel: 01725 552430
Email: chris@thewebbooth.co.uk
Visit: www.thewebbooth.co.uk

A dedicated, lively bunch of local volunteers are currently looking for someone
within our local community who would be interested in supporting our lovely
village school by considering the role of ‘Community Governor’.
We have a thriving, successful First School in Sixpenny Handley and our Governing
Body provide support and challenge to the school in order to ensure that our
children receive the best education possible.
In the ever changing world of education, Governors play an important role in
helping the school to maintain high standards. We have lively Full Governing Body
meetings twice a term (usually with cake!) and we also hold separate committee
meetings twice a term where we are able to focus in more detail on particular
aspects of the school. Governors are welcomed into school and we enjoy meeting
with the children and joining in where we can with activities.
If you would like to get to know the village school and the children, if you think
you may have some time to commit and enjoy reading and discussion! If you’re
interested in education and of course cake! then please get in touch via the contact
details below.
To find out more please contact:
Sixpenny Handley First School on 552356 or
Sharon Carter (Chair of Governors) on 552146
The Dorset For You website also contains some very good information for
prospective Governors. If you have a minute please take a look
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/5188 .
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Did you know?
Dear Reader
Firstly let me introduce myself to you. I am the Church Treasurer and took over
the role at the beginning of the year. Since taking over the position I have learnt
a number of things about our church. Did you know that a church has stood in
Sixpenny Handley for almost a thousand years? I didn’t!
People often think that the Church of England is funded by a rich central
organisation, but this could not be further from the truth. We get no funding from
the government and have to support ourselves. We already have a number of
people who give generously, but our running costs are around £40,000 each year
(which does not include maintenance or improvements at St Mary’s or St Andrew’s).
If you are able to assist with a regular donation, however small, this would be
appreciated. There are various ways you can do this; the most efficient way is by a
standing order set up through your bank/building society (please see form below).
If you are a UK taxpayer, please remember to gift aid your donation so we receive
a further 25p from the Government for every £1 you donate. Another way is by
shopping online through easyfundraising.org. This is explained in the centre pages
of The Downsman.
Thank you in anticipation. If you have any questions, please feel free to give me or
Rev Mel Durrant a call.
With kind regards
Catherine Chapman
PCC Sixpenny Handley Treasurer
5 St Marys Court, Sixpenny Handley, 01725 552955

The West
Woodyates Bore
Hole
When the water rushes down Dean Lane
to the cross roads in Sixpenny Handley
during the winter most of it comes from
the springs at West Woodyates. These
are monitored daily by the Environment
Agency which publishes readings on
their website. The critical level for the
springs to overflow is above 106metres.
Are we going to get there this year? It
will need a lot of rain to bring the level
up from its current position of 72 metres
as can be seen from the tables.

I would like to make a one-off donation to the parish of Sixpenny Handley with
Gussage St Andrew of (in words) £
OR
I would like to make a regular gift to the parish of Sixpenny Handley with Gussage
St Andrew
Name and Address
Bank Name and Address
Sort Code and Account Number
Please pay to
Bank 		
Sort Code
Account Number
Account Name
Lloyds TSB
30 97 41		
00667253		
PCC Sixpenny Handley
The sum of (in words) £
monthly/quarterly/annually (please delete as appropriate)
from (date)			
until further notice
(Please tick to increase the value of your giving)
I am a UK taxpayer and wish PCC Sixpenny Handley to reclaim tax on all
donations that I make from the date of this declaration. I pay income/capital gains
tax at least equal to the tax amount that PCC Sixpenny Handley will reclaim on my
donations.
Signed							Date
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Does this mean that we are totally safe?
No; because we live on chalk, the water
that feeds the springs comes from other
areas of England and seeps through the
geology until it gets to Dorset. Fingers
crossed.
Tony Gibb
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Jools by Sheila Ralph
Handcrafted genuine gemstone
Jewellery now available at
The Post office,
Sixpenny Handley
Have a coffee while you browse.
Find that unique birthday
or Christmas present
Find me in the Town Hall at
Shaftesbury Christmas
Spectacular—
Monday 2nd December
2pm—8.30pm
Also at
Lymington Town Sailing
Club Christmas Fayre
Bath Road, Lymington
Thursday 28th November
Between 10am and 12 noon
01725 552265

Designer Paints · Wallpapers · Fabrics · Curtain Poles · Curtains · Upholstery · Lamps
Architectural Ironmongery · Interior Design Service · Handmade Furniture

Experience shopping in our Barn
Showroom in Sixpenny Handley
open every Friday 10am to 2pm.
Frogmore Barn has a wide range
of beautiful items for the home

10d Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ Tel: 01747 850150

www.comptonsmith.co.uk

and a selection of personal gifts
We also offer an individual interior
design service from a single room

Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Carpentry &
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors,
Windows, Facias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Directors: Paul Maidment & Julian Carter Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road,
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel/Fax: 01258 45 45 22 Email: mandcltd@btconnect.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

to a complete house makeover.
Initial consultation free
Frogmore Barn open every Friday
from 10am to 2 pm
Frogmore Farmhouse,
Frogmore Lane, 6d Handley
Tel: 01725 552910
email: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk
website: www.frogmoredesign.com

13

The Downsman - December 2013

Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Early winter crimes in the village have
included thefts of farm machinery, items
taken from insecure sheds and – an odd
one this – a rear number plate stolen.
The shed thefts in particular are typical
of the wider crime picture in Dorset, so if
you haven’t got around to securing your
outbuildings with a decent padlock and
perhaps a simple alarm (most hardware
stores have them), now is the time.
Speeding is also a crime and an
increasing concern throughout the area.
With its many parked cars and lack of
pavements, our High Street in particular
is not the safest of roads, especially for
children and the elderly.
The police have upped their speed
limit compliance activity throughout
north east Dorset but have also asked
communities to do more in the villages
if they can. Encouraged by Sixpenny

Handley Parish Council, the Homewatch
will shortly be coordinating speed
checks in and around the village. These
will be carried out by in accordance with
official police Speedwatch guidance.
Volunteers in high visibility jackets will
record the speed of passing vehicles
and write down the number plates of
any infringers. Drivers will then get an
advisory letter from the police. Repeat
offending will result in action being
taken. You may have seen similar
activities in nearby villages and they
do have the effect of reducing vehicle
speeds and increasing safety.
The Dorset Police Rural Safer
Neighbourhood Team for our area has
recently been strengthened by the
appointment of Andy Flannagan as
a Police Community Support Officer.
Andy has long experience of serving as a

police officer in Dorset and we welcome
him to our patch. His colleague, Lou
Hamilton, is continuing her practice of
working a couple of days a month from
the Parish Office in the village, carrying
out patrols on foot and being present at
‘surgeries’, held in the Walnut Tree Cafe,
where anyone can seek her advice or
discuss concerns.
Information via email about local
crimes, police surgeries etc is circulated
to those who would like it by Gill Martin,
the Assistant Parish Clerk. If you are on
email and would like to be added to her
list, please call 01725 552297 or call in at
the Parish Office.
Finally, a reminder that all non-urgent
phone calls to the police should now be
made via the 101 number. Always use
999 if a crime is in progress or there is
danger to the public.

Home Handyman
Painting, Decorating
And
General Maintenance
around the home
Keith Orman
Tel: 01725 552293
Mob: 07941652690
No job too small
14
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The Sixpenny Handley and Chalke Valley Practice
Tel: 01725 552500

The Doctors and all staff wish
you and your family a happy
and healthy Christmas and
New Year.

Flu Vaccinations

Have You Had Your Flu Jab?
If you are aged over 65 or have a chronic
disease such as diabetes, heart disease,
kidney disease or liver disease and have
not had a flu jab then come to our

MOP-UP CLINIC
ON

MONDAY 2ND DECEMBER
AT

SIXPENNY HANDLEY
5.00 – 6.30PM
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE A FLU JAB
PLEASE INFORM THE RECEPTIONIST AT
THE SURGERY.
On Line Access
We have a growing number of people
using this facility to order repeat
medication or book appointments
from the comfort of their home. If you
would like to join them please call in
and collect a simple form so that we
can issue you with a username and
password.
Text reminders
We have mobile phone numbers for
approximately a third of our patients,
but this does not mean that you will
automatically receive reminders
unless you have specifically given
us permission to do so. If you would
like to receive text confirmation of
appointments, and reminders the day
before your appointment, but are
unsure if you have given us permission,
please mention it to the receptionist

www.sixpennydocs.co.uk		

when you are next speaking to one of
them. They can easily check and sign
you up if necessary.
Care.Data
This is the name given to a new
initiative by the government to make
the most of the information that the
NHS holds for improving the planning
of future services. It involves extracting
data from our computer system,
including personally identifiable
details. This will then be merged with
information from hospitals, again
including the personally identifiable
data, so that they can match the partial
records to create a whole picture. At
this point, before the information goes
any further it will have the personally
identifiable bits removed.
This is a departure from previous
practice. If you are happy for this to

Tel: 01722 780282

happen with your records, then you
need do nothing more and sometime in
2014 data will be extracted. If you have
concerns then please talk to the Practice
Manager, Bill Carter who will attempt to
answer your questions. If after that you
are still against having your details used
in this way, we will mark your record as
having opted out. We will not be trying
to persuade you one way or the other.
You are completely free to choose.
Christmas and New Year Opening
Times
Date

Sixpenny Handley

Broad Chalke

24th Dec

8:00am - 1:00pm

8:00am -6:15pm

25th Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

26th Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

27th Dec

8:00am- 6:15pm

8:00am- 6:15pm

30th Dec

8:00am- 6:15pm

8:00am - 6:15pm

31st Dec

8:00am- 1:00pm

8:00am- 6:15pm

1st Jan

CLOSED

CLOSED

Guitar Lessons
acoustic/electric
lead/rhythm/improvisation
blues-pop-rock etc.

half price taster lesson
over 35 years experience

Dave Gray
01725 552503
07751 566342

FOR ALL YOUR CARPET
& VINYL NEEDS

1st Class personal service,
samples brought to your door,
just pick up the phone and call
Kevin Armstrong
01258 840056
077767774021
armstrongkvn@aol.com
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If you go down to the woods today
You could be in for a nasty surprise –
particularly in Garston Wood; St Jude,
as the October storm was named,
has created a lot of damage in the
wood. Even the day after the storm
it was a fight to get there as four very
large branches came down across the
narrow road. Help was at hand as one
gentleman from the Chalke Valley was

determined to get to work that day.
Wearing his smart suit he produced a
chainsaw from his car and proceeded to
clear a way for the queue of cars. Thank
you.
It wasn’t easy to get into the wood itself
as there were several trees down, most
had ivy on them which had caught the

Chalke Heating
Martin Miller: 01722 780734
E-mail: martin@competentcraft.co.uk

Independent AGA/Rayburn Specialist

Saving you money for all types of oil ﬁred heating and cooking
Service, Maintenance and Repair that keeps your central heating safe,
clean and efficient
Boiler
Cookers

: All makes
: Rayburns - AGA - Alfa - Stanley - Esse

CBA Services
No time for your bookkeeping, admin
or completion of your tax return,
then call CBA Services who offer a
friendly, professional and
confidential service, tailored to your
specific requirements. Telephone
01725 552955 or 07895 913546
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strong wind. Now after a fortnight there
are still branches coming down in the
slightest wind – care is needed – many
have been weaken by the storm and are
just waiting to finish their journey down
from the canopy. There are lots more
which are resting against others which
could come down at any time. Most of
the paths are open thanks to the efforts
of the RSPB volunteers; some have been
deliberately blocked due to damaged
limbs above - take care.
Tony Gibb

Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:
Close board
Chain link
Post and Rail
Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604
Mobile 07778 603 559

Boiler & Heating
Services
Oil, Gas and LPG
Very Competitive charges for
boiler servicing and breakdowns
Boiler Replacements

Professional and friendly service
7 days a week inc Bank Holidays

Please call Mark on:

Tel: 01747 828689
or
Mob: 07974 249287
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Village Hall Notes
Rob’s Auction
A lot of hard work, especially by Rob
Jesse and all his family has paid off
once again. Whilst the number of
entries for the auction was down on last
year, the amount raised was definitely
up – over £2250. Thanks also to all
those who helped with the organisation
and especially to those who came and
supported the hall. This is our annual,
major fund raising event; we are hoping
to put the money towards an audio loop
system within the hall.
As a result of changes in legislation,
a new gas feeder pipe has had to be
installed so we took the opportunity
to replace the regulators as well. As a
result the cooker seems to be behaving
rather better. Our thanks to the parish
council for their support in funding the
work.

PATRICK ROSE

An entertainment committee has been
formed; they are looking at ways to
make the hall more accessible to all
ages in the community.
100 Club
Bea Boyland does a sterling job
collecting the subscriptions to the
100 Club. This is a very cheap way of
supporting your village hall; it pays
out good prizes every month (which
can always be used to finance the next
year’s subs).
Artsreach
Artsreach return to the village hall with
live entertainment at 6pm on Thursday
23rd January 2014 Forest Forge present
Anne of Green Gables see page 26
Tickets available at Styles.

Village Bunting

QUALITY PAINTER
AND DECORATOR
Free quotes
& advice
Fully insured
TEL: 01725 552872
MOB: 07989 373735

HELP
Is Urgently Needed

The village hall urgently needs to
find a new Booking Secretary as
Kelly Dawe has found that her new
job is taking her away too much.
We are very grateful to her for her
efforts over the past year.
If you could spare some time to
help the committee, we would
love to hear from you. The booking
system is software based; the hall
can supply a laptop, an internet
connection is vital. For further
details please contact either Kelly
on 553095 or the Chairman on
552704.

‘Ninebarrow’
Following the success of ‘Ninebarrow’
folk duo in October at the village hall
hosted by Iain Laing & his family,
who raised a fantastic £305 for the
community fund, the village hall
entertainment committee have
decided to continue with the ‘Acoustic
live’ themed nights in the new year.
Dates for your diaries: Saturday
15th February, Saturday 12th April &
Saturday 14th June.
Acts to be confirmed nearer the dates.
Please keep an eye out for posters!.

We would love to create our own unique
Village bunting to be available for
village organisations to use at village
events.
Do you have any quirky material to
donate to our cause (approx 300mm sq),
could you design a flag to be included,
do you have sewing skills?
If the answer is yes then please contact
Kelly on 553095.

If you enjoyed the evening in October
then we’re sure your going to love the
range of varied, engaging live music
we have planned for you, if you missed
‘Ninebarrow’ you missed out on a
great night!.
If you would like to help out at an
event or know of an act for future
dates then please contact Paul on
552544.
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Clubs & Groups
Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397
Age 8-10½
Wednesday 6 to 7.30pm
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Fireworks Spectacular - Thank you
many times over
Thank you to those who attended. It
was far from great weather but well over
1000 of you put on your coats, hats and
gloves and came out to have a good
time in spite of the strong winds. It
made it all worthwhile.
Thank you to everyone who helped us
with the set-up, the running and the
clearing up afterwards. On Saturday
night there were over 50 volunteers
giving their time and another 25 turned
up Sunday morning to help take down
the marquee and litter pick. We could
not have done it without you.
Thank you to all those at the Village
Shop, the Post Office and the Butchers
who sold tickets on our behalf, to Steve
and Lee Judd for the use of their field
and to Dave and Steph Court for the
burger van. All vital ingredients for our
success.
Thank you to our sponsors for the
event: DJ Logs, Savills, The Museum Inn,
Cranborne Chase Cider and Sixpenny
Brewery. Your contribution ensures
that we can put on this important
community event.
Thank you to Rob and the team who
so ably organized the whole event.
This takes a lot of careful planning
over several months. Once again you
provided an event to make us proud
and to ensure the crowds will return
next year.
The event raised over £3,500 for the
Group and will ensure that we can
continue to provide an excellent
programme of Scouting for the
community. On behalf of the Leaders,
Committee and Young People of
Woodcutts, thank you all for your
support. And apologies for those who
18
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1st Woodcutts News

Age 6-8
Wednesday 5 to 6pm
Denise Turner (Willow)
01725 552735

www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk
Age 10½-14
Monday 7 to 9pm
Rob Easton
01725 552038

Age 14-18
Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Andy Turner
01725 552735

Scouts Survival day in the woods
expected the willow rocket to take off –
maybe next year!
Remembrance Sunday Parade
Once again, a fantastic turnout. And
this year enhanced by the playing of the
Last Post on the bugle. We were helped
in raising funds to buy the bugle by
Fraser Dean who initiated the plan. This
time the weather was kind to us and all
the young people looked resplendent in
their uniforms in the bright sunlight as
they marched up the road. Thanks to all
the others who joined us in the parade.
And thanks for your understanding
while the High Street was briefly closed
to allow the parade to take place safely
and with the appropriate dignity.
Shelterbox
At the time of writing this we are all
witnessing the devastation caused by
the strongest ever recorded typhoon to
make landfall in the Philippines. Clearly
there will be a long period of hardship
for many as they try to re-build their
lives and our hearts go out to those
people. This is the kind of event where
our chosen charity Shelterbox will step
in and help by providing temporary

accommodation and lifesaving
supplies for families who are affected
by disasters. This year we have raised
over £750 for Shelterbox at a number of
events: Carol Singing, St George’s Day
Parade, 24hours of Playstation Le Mans
and Scout Night Hike amongst others.
To find out more about the work of
the charity please visit their website:
shelterbox.org.
Scouting is all about Badges
Well, not really. It’s all about an
all-round programme of activities to
develop our young people and give
them the opportunity to participate in a
broad range activities. And sometimes
that may lead to Badges being awarded.
On this occasion we are very pleased
to congratulate Marcus Lawson and
Sam Lawton who have both received
the Chief Scouts Gold Award. This
is the first time for many years that
anyone at Woodcutts has received this
award which was achieved through a
combination of being very active in the
group (going on camps, etc) and hard
work and dedication in their own time.
At the same time we can celebrate
another development success as Jake
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Broomhead looks to transition from
being a Young Leader to being an
Adult Leader for the Scout Group. We
are always particularly pleased when
our young people stay with us and
move into Leadership positions and
are able to make use of the learning
and experiences that they have gained
with the group and support the next
generation.
Activities
So, what have the various sections
been up to recently? Explorers have
been building towers of pasta, creating
gory make-up, practising first aid and
are looking forward to a Night Hike,
some cooking and a talk about a trip to
Everest. The Scouts gained Mechanics
badges and built the willow rocket for
the Fireworks display, took a trip to
Thorpe Park, participated in a Survival
day in the woods and enjoyed clay
pigeon shooting at Clayesmore. The
Cubs have been exploring science:
trying to break Newton’s Laws,
creating wind-powered vehicles and
exploding rockets (safely). They also
enjoyed a joint Halloween party with
Beavers, discussed Diwali while making
Indian sweets and the importance of
Remembrance Day. They are looking
forward to the Christmas Party and
Carol Service. The Beavers particularly
enjoyed the apple ducking game at the
Halloween party. They also explored
some Remembrance Day themes by
experiencing the effect of a loss of a
limb or sight and how it would affect
their lives and by trying World War
II food: apparently Spam was very
popular!
Events for the Diary
Our annual Carol Service will be on
Sunday 8th December at St Mary’s.
On February 8th we will hold another
Dinner Dance in the village hall so watch
out for ticket details in the New Year.

Help Needed
Unfortunately we never run out of
things that need doing to help with the
smooth running of our Group.
Ray Chalk has been generously giving
his time as Warden, looking after the HQ
and performing regular health & safety
checks. Unfortunately he has had to
step down due to other commitments
so we are looking for a replacement.
And we are grateful to Ray for his time
over the last year.
For the last few years Rachel Hiner has
been co-ordinating our participation at
the annual Blandford Fair and we thank
her for her hard work. She also has
reluctantly stepped aside and we are
looking for someone to take on this very
important role for 2014.
Finally, we now have an Active Support
Unit which is led by Paul Styles. More
details can be found elsewhere in this
issue of the Downsman and Paul will be
pleased to hear from you and discuss
how you can help our group.

Scouts trip to Thorpe Park

Interested in volunteering some time to
scouting in a flexible way?
Why not try
Scout Active Support.
No prior experience in Scouting is required, just
a willingness to volunteer some time to support
Scouting.
1st Woodcutts Scout Active Support Unit is a group of
likeminded adults who offer supporting to Scouting in
some way.

For details on how to join us

Please contact Paul on 01725 552544 or
paulstyles@btinternet.com
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Mothers’ Union
On Saturday, 26th October we held a coffee morning accompanied by a
competition ‘Who is it?’, requiring identification of the persons in the pictures. The
winners were:
1st : Victoria Fraser, 2nd : Margaret Jones, 3rd : Sue Curtis Well done to all three. It
was all good fun and we raised £115 for the Mothers Union Overseas Relief fund.
The response to ‘Knit a Teddy Bear’ has been quite spectacular. The charming
bears will be going to their new homes shortly. Thank you so much to all the
contributors.
Telephone
Sixpenny Handley 01725 516350
Wimborne 01202 886830
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A local established family business with over 20 years experience.
Lead work on Dormers & chimneys.
Cavity trays manufactured to your requirements.
Flat roofing using high performance felts and single ply systems.
Hard metal roofing systems, using zinc, copper and stainless.
Zinc and copper fascias and guttering.
General roof repairs

Gillian Wadge spoke at our November
meeting about Parkinson’s disease.
What a good talk! With a light touch to
her delivery, Gillian explained the cause,
symptoms, treatment and also the work
of the Salisbury branch of Parkinson’s
UK, of which she is treasurer.
Our next meeting is our Christmas
one on Thursday, 12th December at
which members are invited to read a
Christmas themed poem, anecdote, etc.
In addition Iris Parker, Archdeaconry
MU representative, will give a short
‘taster’ of an MU initiative called
‘Journeying Alone’. Then we will enjoy
the Christmas nibbles.
Sheila Bradley

DAVE & M SWIFT PLANT LTD
Construction & Agricultural Contractors
Machinery and Tractor Hire
Tel: 01725 552364
Mob: 07827440815

Fax: 01725 552553
Mob: 07766733530

AGRICULTURE

CONSTRUCTION

Hedge Trimming
Small and Round Baling
Round Bale Wrapping
Grass Mowing and Raking
Vegetation Topping
Hay Tedding and Bobbing
Quickie Loader
with All Attachments
12 Ton Richard Weston Trailer
with Silage Sides
Low Loader Trailer for Haulage
Fencing

Site Clearance
Bulk Excavation (Big and Small)
Demolition
Drainage, Sewage and Storm
Groundwork and Footings
Resurfacing
Concreting
Tracks, Paths and Drives
Lakes, Lagoons and Ponds
Equestrian Schools Indoor/Out

E-Mail:swiftnaturallakes@btinternet.com
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•
•
•
•

IAN NEWMAN
OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE
TV & Radio Aerials
Extra Points/Repairs
Satellite Dishes
Digital

Telephone: 01722 322862
Mobile: 07831 403644
T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

IAN HARRIS
MIPRE

•
•
•

Advice on repair of your
existing equipment
Assistance in setting up
and supply of new items
Loan sets available

Call me, your local expert with
over thirty years experience.
Tel: 01747 870822
Mobile: 07921 194816
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WI News And Information

NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES

It has been a busy few weeks for
members of the WI. On 18th Sept
twelve members took part in the first
round of the county quiz. There was
a lot of discussion about the correct
answers afterwards!
The Flower Arranging Group and other
members decorated the church for a
wedding on 28th September and the

about the importance of preserving
branch records as they provide a
definitive insight into social change.
Bill Tidy, a renowned cartoonist and
broadcaster, was the afternoon speaker.
He talked about his views on world
history illustrating with cartoons as he
spoke; one of which was donated as a
raffle prize.

round as he explained their origins and
qualities using slides to illustrate his
talk.

Harvest Festival. The arrangements
were stunning and attracted much
comment.

At the Beacon Group meeting at
Manston on 24th October, Dr Yvonne
Varley gave a fascinating talk on “Ten
things a doctor should remember but
are not taught” ranging from listening to
warm hands. She seemed to be just the
sort of doctor that everyone wished for.
The following night at Melbury Abbas,
there was a Group curling evening; we
didn’t realise what fun it could be and
that you can even curl when sitting
down.

If you are interest in this talk or
considering joining the WI please
contact the Secretary, Mrs Margaret
Jones on 01725 552358

At the October meeting Mrs Jane
Barrow gave an informative talk and
demonstration on Skin Care. One
member was given a facial cleansing
and massage as Mrs Barrow explained
the need for a good routine to achieve a
soothing result. Then another member
received a pedicure, whilst foot
problems and the ways to avoid them
were discussed.
Sixteen of our members were amongst
the 2000 who attended the Dorset
Federation Autumn Council at Poole.
During the morning the National
Archivist, Mrs Anne Stamper, spoke

A trip to The Tivoli to see “Grumpy Old
Women” was much enjoyed, with lots
of laughter all round. At the November
meeting Mr Horrocks from the jewellers
in Blandford gave a fascinating talk on
gemstones. There was an astonishing
number of gems which were handed

The next meeting in December is our
Christmas Party. On 13th January the
speaker will be Mr John Coombes on
“Dorset Coast Naturally – Part 2”.

Lily Lou’s Cakes
Gorgeous Homemade Cakes and
Cupcakes for Every Occasion
Affordable Prices, Made Locally
2 Hour Cupcake and Cookie
Workshops
Available for Groups and
Individuals

Ring Sarah on: 01722 336085
Mobile: 07846 443797
www.lilylouscakes.co.uk
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
Although we are in the middle of our
indoor season and both teams are
doing reasonably well, our new outdoor
surface is ready to be played on and
we are looking forward to the outdoor
season. I think there might also be plans
on the way for a game of Bowls by Torch
light!

Our Presentation Lunch will be on 1st
December at the Langton Arms, and Val
is expecting about 50 members, so it
should be a very pleasant afternoon as
usual, with lots of cups and prizes to be
presented.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
you all.
Bea Boyland

Our new committee has been chosen
and is as follows:
President:
David Adams
Vice President: Paul Chalmers
Captain:
Patricia Oxford
Vice Captain: Brian Staplehurst
Treasurer:
Patrick Taylor
Social Secretary: Valerie Martin
Stella Olsen
Mike Tough
John Taylor
George Boyland

DRIVERS BEWARE
Community Speed Watch
will be coming to
Sixpenny Handley
in the near future.

FREE Bowling Tuition
12-18 year olds

As you all know the Bowls Club has now
completed the new clubhouse. What
you might not know is, we also have a
new bowling surface. We can say we are
now one of the finest clubs in Dorset!
East Dorset District Council have
offered to help us, and have given us
FREE Bowling tuition vouchers. The
club has been granted 60 x £5 = £300
worth to help the younger generation
in particular, 12 to 18 year olds, but all
are welcome, to learn the game which is
becoming increasingly popular.
If you are interested, or someone you
know might be interested in learning to
play bowls, please contact Bea Boyland
on 01725 552805
or email beaboyland@btinternet.com

The Photography Group
BEN COOMBS
Reliable Handyman
for
General Maintenance
Painting and Decorating
Gardening, etc.
Reasonable rates
Ring 01725 552362
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The Photography Group meets monthly where we examine
all aspects of the Art. In particular exploring composition
and light.
We have room for a few more members in this small group.
All levels of experience are welcome.
The next meeting is on January 10th, 2014 at 19:15.
For further details contact Andrew Chorley.
Tel 01725 552776
e-mail: andrewchorley@mac.com

Food & Drink
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Hanlega’s
Restaurant Bar and Function Room

Telephone: 01725 553005
Email:theshedchurchfarm@yahoo.co.uk
‘The Shed’, Church Farm, Sixpenny Handley,
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 5ND.
Part of Church Farm Caravan and Camping Park,
Sixpenny Handley – 01725 552563

Inn
on
the
Chase
Now Under New Management
Opening Hours
Tuesday to Friday
11am - 3pm & 6pm - 11pm
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 11pm
Monday - Bar Open
11am - 3pm & 6pm - 11pm
(Restaurant Closed)

Come and Try our Special Deals
Tuesday - Friday
Tuesday - Pie & a Pint £7.95
Wednesday Steak Night - 2 for £12.50
Thursday - Fish & Chips 2 for £10
Friday - Curry Night £6.50

Sunday Carvery - 12noon - 5pm £8.95
23
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LARMER TREE CHRISTMAS FAIR
T OLLARD R OYAL , S ALISBURY , W ILTSHIRE SP5 5PY
www.larmertreegardens.co.uk
01725 516971

FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER
6.00 PM - 9.00 PM
SATURDAY 7TH & SUNDAY 8TH
10.00 AM - 4.00 PM

Join us in a celebration of
local festive food, crafts & music
Buy a Christmas Tree
& visit the Coffee Grove Café

Charity raffle in aid of the Dorset Blind Association

ADULTS £3.00/ UNDER 12S £1.00 /UNDER 5’S FREE

entry fee includes a winter warming cup of mulled wine, mulled cider or apple juice

Logs to burn; logs
to burn;
Logs to save the
coal a turn.

tJ’s

Mobile Fish & Chips
Will be in Sixpenny Handley
at Town Farm Workshops
Every Thursday from
4.30pm to 7.30pm

Tel 01202824893
07908675028
07719197059
Our Prices are very
reasonable

HANLEGA’S

The Shed, Church Farm,
Sixpenny Handley,
SP5 5ND
Pop the cork and throw the confetti.
New Year’s here and we’re all ready.
Dance to ‘The Word’ (Dave Gray &
friends).
Live Music, Buffet, TICKETS £10
01725 553005

Here’s a word to make you wise
when you hear the woodman’s cries;
Never heed his usual tale
That he’s splendid logs for sale
But read these lines and really learn
The proper kind of logs to burn.
Oak logs will warm you well,
If they’re old and dry.
Larch logs of pinewoods smell
But the sparks will fly.
Beech logs for Christmas time;
Yew logs heat well;
Continued on page 25
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Cards
Whist A year ago, and at this stage
[the end of round five] in the annual
whist competition, Gerald Trickey had
secured such a commanding lead that
he was never to be headed, or seriously
challenged, such was the persistency of
his high scores, in his quest to become
champion. This year the leader’s
position is nowhere near secure and for
Doug Haskell to maintain his present
lead, currently standing at an aggregate
of 820 points, he is going to
need every ounce of his cards’ skill
[and a generous slice of good fortune]
in order to hold off the challenge of
those presently in the top ten places.
His lead over Kingsley White is a mere
three points, while Ness Park [highest
individual score for the fifth round]
replaced Len Diggin [lowest score in the
same round] for third spot with a total
Continued from page 24
‘Scotch’ logs it is a crime
For anyone to sell.
Birch logs will burn too fast;
Chestnut scarce at all;
Hawthorn logs are good to last
If cut in the fall.
Holly logs will burn like wax,
You should burn them green;
Elm logs like smouldering flax,
No flame to be seen.
Pear logs and apple logs,
They will scent your room;
Cherry logs across the dogs
Smell like flowers in bloom,
But ash logs all smooth and grey
Burn them green or old,
Buy up all that come your way
They’re worth their weight in gold.

of 812 points. Fourth and fifth places,
with equal points [809], are held by
Stuart Haskell and your scribe, while
Rich White lies sixth on 803. The
remaining ‘top ten‘ are Chris Napier and
Gerald Trickey, both on 799 but with
Chris placed ahead of Gerald as she
attended the opening round whereas
Gerald was absent. Len Diggin, despite a
terrible return of 137 in the fifth round,
is ninth with 791 points and Edie
Langley tenth on 788, a point clear of
Olive Meaden who had returned an
excellent run of high scores in the wake
of a mediocre opening round score of
146.
The most pleasing factor has been
the maintenance of good attendance
and in total this season’s competition
has attracted forty-three contestants
of which twenty have been present
for every session and seven have only
missed one round.
Bridge
Since writing the October column, two

new players have joined the Bridge
Club, namely Fiona Macewen and
Susie Prance. Although relatively new
to bridge, both with practice should
prevail - indeed, at the November
5th meeting Susie picked up a hand
that every bridge player in the land
dreams about: a total of twenty-eight
high card points comprising all four
aces, three kings, a queen and a jack
and with a shape of four, three, three,
three could easily be played in three
no trumps. However, following the
standard alert bid of ‘2 Clubs’ Susie’s
partner, Julie Trickey, was able to
respond with a positive ‘2 Spades’
and, thus, a small slam in spades was
bid and with Julie as declarer this was
landed without difficulty. At another
table, Paul Chambers and Margaret
Smith also made a small slam: all in all
a very satisfying afternoon’s work, and
particularly so as four tables were in
play.
Bill Chorley

RICHARD ADLEM MBE
practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS
Private Chapel
Monumental Mason
Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ
Richard has no association at all with I.N. Newman LTD, trading as
‘Richard T. Adlem Funeral Director‘, and should not be confused with them.

Honor Goodhart, 1926
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Norwegian Dance & Anne of Green Gables
By the time you read this Norwegian
Dance company Panta Rei Dance
Theatre will have delighted audiences
at Cranborne with their latest show
‘I Wish Her Well’. If you were lucky
enough to see the show, thank you for
supporting us. The company also led
a contemporary dance workshop at
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall on the
23rd November. Delicious Norwegian
waffles and jam were served half way
through to sustain the dancers, made by
our own village’s Norwegian resident,
Gwen Watkins. Many thanks to Gwen
and indeed to everyone who came and
enjoyed the workshop.

Avonlea. If like me you grew up reading
this classic childrens’ novel it will be
a delightful trip down memory lane,
if Anne’s story is new to you it will
transport you to Prince Edward Island
in Canada and infect you with Anne’s
tremendous zest for life. Why not bring
all the family? The show is suitable for
5+ and we’ve set the performance time
early to 6.30pm so all the family can
come an enjoy the show on the 23rd
January.
If you would like to volunteer to help at
Artsreach events please do get in touch.
For our full programme of events see
www.artsreach.co.uk

If you are in need of chasing away
the January blues what could be
better than ‘Anne of Green Gables’,
Forest Forge’s joyous take on the
heart warming story of the girl from

Save a Sixpence
A space where readers can share their money saving tricks:
Heating oil, Boiler Juice, www.
boilerjuice.com are a sort of bulk buying
organisation, you join up (no cost), and
when you need oil get a quote, if others
in the area have oil delivered at the
same time, you get a saving, the more
who join, the bigger the saving. If oil is
being delivered to your area, they will
advise you, and you could join in. There
are other useful tools, such as oil price
graphs that show when oil is cheaper or
more expensive, also other handy hints
and info. (ACR)
Sign up for newsletters and offers, I
have signed up to receive offers from
companies that I would buy from, eg;
Craghoppers have offered up to 70%
discount at times, Chatham Marine up
26

to 50% discount, Trespass also heavily
discounted, Boat Show ticket discounts.
So useful to sign up for your area of
interest.(ACR)
Rohan also do offers. (ESS)

Do you have any money saving hints?
Why not pass them along for ‘Save a
Sixpence‘ next time!

Lime & Beech Holiday Cottages
in Deanland, Sixpenny Handley
available for weekly or short breaks
all year round for visiting family or
friends.
Call for more details on 01725 552518 or visit www.hideaways.co.uk
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Concert Club
Hear Great Local Concerts - For Very Reasonable Prices
Salisbury Sinfonia
www.salisburysinfonia.org
A fine small orchestra which gives three
concerts a year in Salisbury. It also sets
out to encourage young, particularly
local, instrumental soloists, composers
and conductors.

Several people from Sixpenny Handley
are members of orchestras and choirs
that give concerts in the Salisbury area.
These groups are of fine quality and
present very interesting and enjoyable
programmes. This is a chance to hear
and see fine musicians within 20 miles
of home.

The Farrant Singers
www.farrantsingers.org
Salibury’s longest established chamber
choir, which gives concerts of very
varied programmes through the year
both in Salisbury and its environs.
**You can get advance notice and
details of the year’s programmes, and
reduced price tickets to any of these
events by contacting and buying in
advance from John or Gay Cullingford.

Transport & Help

Registered Charity No 1102105

Lunch

We also provide transport to
the surgery, dentist, etc, with a
contribution from the user of 60p
per mile while in the car to cover
fuel costs.
It greatly helps if you can give
us as much notice as possible
should you require transport.

Once a month in Sixpenny
Handley Village Hall we provide
a freshly cooked 3 course
lunch for £4.00, followed by
entertainment. Tea and coffee
are provided during the day.
Booking is essential.

We can also help with the
collection of prescriptions, local
shopping for the housebound,
and dog walking.

Interest Groups

Volunteers

CCF interest groups include a
book club, and a record music
group.

We are always looking for new
volunteer drivers in all the areas
the CCF covers.

Next Salisbury Sinfonia concert: Sat
5th Feb, 7.30 St Thomas’, Salisbury,
with the
Bournemouth Sinfonia Chorus:
Bach, Faure and Beethoven 9th
Symphony
Next Farrant Singers concert: Sat
7th Dec, 7.30 St Martin’s Salisbury:
A Christmas Concert of Vaughan
Williams, Finzi, Handel and lots of
carols!

Phone: 01725 516453
Email: gcullfd@hotmail.co.uk
or jfcul3@hotmail.com

The CCF offer voluntary
support to those who
need it within the
Cranborne Chase
villages.

So come along and make new
friends.

“Have we missed you?”
If you know someone who
might like our help, please let
us know.

For any information
about the above please
contact the Chase
Community Friends on
01258 841321
We are supported by
Dorset County Council Social
Services Committee
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Fight off
Colds and Flu!

Jane
Barrow
Beauty Therapist
Your local independent representative

01725 552814

079 2003 1360

www.angelbright.co.uk

• Massage
• Facials
• Waxing
• Pedicures
• Eyelash Tinting
Flexible Appointments – including
evenings and weekends
Sixpenny Handley – 01725 552100
Gift Vouchers Available
Member of the Guild of Beauty Therapists

Yoga Classes
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Thursdays 11.30 am - 1 pm

All ages and abilities welcome.
Classes also on other days and times at nearby venues.

Contact: Caroline Wilkinson - 01722 781185
cj@wilkinsonyoga.co.uk
www.wilkinsonyoga.co.uk
BRITISH WHEEL OF YOGA TEACHER

Julie James (ITEC)

Massage Therapist
• Therapeutic Massage
• Hot Stone Massage
• Senior Massage
Therapy rooms in
Fordingbridge
and Sixpenny Handley
Contact Julie on

07775 937996
or

01725 552698
Gift Vouchers
available

In some of my treatments I include
the use of essential oils. Two of my
favourites for the winter months
are Eucalyptus and Thyme oil. Both
of these oils can help relieve the
symptoms of colds and flu.

Put a few drops of eucalyptus oil onto
a handkerchief or into hot water and
inhale to relieve blocked noses and
ward off bacteria.
A lovely way to enjoy the benefits of
Thyme oil is to add a few drops to a
warm bath. It’s strong aromatic aroma
is especially good for bronchitis, coughs
and cold.
Jane Barrow
Beauty Therapist

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered
Physiotherapist

Vikki Hyler-Total Treatment
Mobile Beauty Therapist
Sixpenny Handley and
surrounding areas
Offering-Facials,
Massage, Gellux nails,
Nail wraps, Manicures,
Pedicures, Waxing,
Eyebrow and Eyelash
Tinting- in the comfort
of your own home

Treatment for:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sports Injuries,
Spinal and Neck Pain,
Arthritis,
Headaches
Acupuncture,
Ergonomic Advice,
Massage

Home Visits and Evening Appointments

Telephone: 01725 552518

Fully Insured and
NVQ3 Qualified
Vikki-01725 552322
info@totaltreatment.co.uk
www.totaltreatment.co.uk

JOHN CULLINGFORD BSc(hon) Podiatry
MChS, SRC, HPC registered
FULL FOOT SERVICE AVAILABLE
AROUND CRANBORNE CHASE
Please Phone 01725 516453
Mob. 07796 848693
HOME VISITS WELCOMED
CLINIC AVAILABLE
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Gone Sailing
Change Tack
Regular readers of this log will be
wondering what next after Tern III –
well a bit of networking at LTSC, and
LTSC Google Group, has led to some
interesting results.
Tern III’s rig is furling Genoa (say135%)
with vertically battened in mast furling
Main, giving a good shape, a very easily
managed rig, other yachts recently
sailed have different rigs:~
Southerly 32, lifting keel, with ‘self
tacking’ jib, and fully (horizontally)
battened Main, the small jib makes for
easy tacking, but is less effective off the
wind, and affects boat speed. The Main
is a good shape, and has three defined
reef points.
Catalina 28, wing keel, furling Genoa,
with fully battened main, interestingly
quicker than the Southerly 32 in a flat
sea.
Moody 35, furling Genoa (say 150%),
with main and lazy jacks, the large
Genoa is more difficult to tack.
Sweden 390 – wow – in my top 5,
a beautiful yacht, style, comfort,
and speed, furling Genoa, with fully
battened Main and lazy jacks. Also
mainly electric winches. An ex racing
skipper ensures attention is paid to trim
and boat speed.
Beneteau 30, furling Genoa, with in
mast furling Main, but no battens, so
not a very good sail shape.
Quite enlightening sailing on different
yachts, with differing rigs, and an aid
to decision making when the Big Win
comes!
Bunkside Reading
Heavy Weather Sailing, K Adlard Coles
– advice on managing your yacht in
very strong winds, a definitive volume,
based on a lifetimes cruising and racing,
with the knowledge of experienced
yachtsmen, complete with examples.
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Book Review

Technical Sailing Alone Around the
World, Joshua Slocum, a classic, JS
designed and built ‘Spray’ and sailed
around the World, 1885 – 1888. Yachts
to the lines of Spray are still being built,
testament to the seaworthiness. Non
fiction.
And a recent discovery, (a good
Christmas present?), is the quarterly
subscription only magazine, ‘The Marine
Quarterly’ a journal of the sea, includes
fiction and non fiction, from 1890s to
present day, I enjoy the style of writing
from those earlier times. And the variety
of insights into various aspects of
maritime matters, it is indeed a delight
to read, www.marinequarterly.com .
Wind Farms
Please see letters section for my
opinion.
Get on Board
LTSC sail throughout the year, with
Meanderers (Wednesdays) and
Saunterers (Saturdays), visit www.ltsc.
co.uk for more info.
Cast Off
Sail high, sail fast, (particularly on a
Sweden 390! Oh Yeah!)

Adam

Hunting Evil, Guy Walters, Bantam
Press, 2009.
Between November 20th, 1945 and
October 1st, 1946, the surviving
hierarchy of the most evil of regimes to
impose its mark on the 20th Century
were arranged before a panel of
judges, drawn from the Allied Powers,
and referred to as the International
Military Tribunal.
And so what has now become known
as the ‘Nuremburg Trials’ duly ran its
course, at the conclusion of which ten of
the defendants were executed.
The Nuremburg defendants were
merely the tip of a massive iceberg
for at large in the turmoil of post-war
Germany were thousands of dedicated
believers of Adolf Hitler’s promise of a
‘Thousand Year Reich’. Among those
who fervently followed Nazi dictum
were numerous war criminals of the
highest order but despite the promises
made by the Allied powers at the
height of the war that these known
perpetrators of evil would be brought
to justice proved not to be the case. The
reasons for this lack of enthusiasm on
the part of the Allies to honour their
promise, and the duplicity of all the
major powers involved, are brought
under the microscope by Guy Walters in
his detailed telling of the many agencies
that conspired to ensure that the likes
Continued on page 31

What is Pilates?
Pilates consists of low impact excercises and movements designed to strengthen and lengthen
muscles safely
What are the benefits?
• Primarily it results in good posture
• It increases bone density and
and great body shape
improves joint mobility
• It reduces stress, increases blood
circulation and improves flexibility

• It promotes relaxation and correct
breathing

New Classes in Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. For more contact Claudine on 07788587937
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Continued from page 30
of Adolf Eichmann [eventually
‘arrested’ in Buenos Aires by Israeli
intelligence agents and brought back
to Israel where he was executed in
1962] and Josef Mengele, to name but
two, avoided immediate exemplary
justice. The depth of his research is truly
impressive: the role of the Roman
Catholic Church, and in particular the
part played by Bishop Alois Hudal in
facilitating the passage of dozens of
criminals to the port of Genoa from
where they embarked on ships
that would take them to the safe havens
of South America: the recruitment by
the Allied Intelligence Agencies of some
of the most odious of individuals [the
contingencies of the
likelihood of worsening relations with
the Soviet Union being a factor that led
the Western Allies to hire the services of
those they considered useful].
An example of this perceived usefulness
saw MI6 employ the ‘talents’ of Dr.
Friedrich Buchardt, a Baltic-German,
and head of one of the many mass
execution squads that followed in the
wake of the Wehrmacht advancing deep
into Soviet Russia. Today most of
us are aware of the horrors revealed
to the Western world when in 1945 the
Allied armies reached the concentration
camps at Auschwitz, Belsen, Dachau
and the like, but least well documented
are the extermination of thousands
upon thousands of Jews and other
ethnic races scattered across a Europe
now firmly under the heel of the Nazi
jackboot.
Walters also minutely examines the role
of Simon Wiesenthal whose shadowy
background was eclipsed in the postwar years by the publicity generated
via the world’s media in his search for
the likes of Eichmann and Mengele:
Wiesenthal also maintained that the
elusive Martin Bormann was alive and
living in South America when it had
been proven beyond doubt in 1973 that

Hitler’s deputy had died in the street-bystreet carnage that marked the capture
of Berlin by the Soviet armies in the
spring of 1945.
His account is not only chilling to the
extreme, but serves as an example
of how a relatively few powerful and
charismatic individuals, backed with
agencies such as the notorious Gestapo
which struck terror into the hearts of all
that fell into their clutches, subjected
their country to the depths of depravity.
To a lesser degree, but important
nevertheless to emphasize in the
context of events, the paralysis
displayed by the West in their hour of
triumph to provide adequate resources
for the various commissions set up to
investigate and bring to justice the
plethora of leading lieutenants of
Hitler’s evil empire borders on the
unforgivable. For this and many other
strands of investigation into this
turbulent period of history, Hunting Evil
is to the forefront of such works.
A Race for Madmen, Chris Sidwells,
Harper Collins, 2013.
The helicopter swoops low; wooded
hills come into view, the trees in full
summer foliage, then a patchwork of
fields quickly followed by red-roofed
villages [even the most ordinary
of towns take on an ethereal splendor
when viewed from the air], fill our
television screens. The cameras then
zoom in towards a mass of fast pedaling
cyclists; helmeted, their movement
takes on an hypnotic air as they sweep
majestically on. A stage in the Tour de
France is being played out before our
eyes. Now the action switches to the
cameracarrying motor cycles as the
riders negotiate a particularly sharp
turn in the road and from what had
been a relatively undulating road now
kicks upwards in an imposing gradient the 13.8 kilometre climb to the summit
of Alpe d’Huez with its myriad of hairpin
bends lies before them. Soon the tightly

packed peloton begin to split into
groups as the teams bring
their climbing specialist towards
the front; the noise is deafening as
thousands of spectators from across the
world [many, in their luxurious camper
vans, have been on the mountain for
days] converge upon the riders. Some
attempt to run alongside the leaders,
others hold out banners and flags and
soon only the narrowest of channels
remain. This is the tradition, the
challenge, the magic of what is regarded
as the most daunting of cycle races in
the world.
Written by the cycling journalist Chris
Sidwells, this is a delightful book that
traces the history of the ‘Tour‘ from its
inception in 1903 through to the present
day. The 2013 impression includes an
analysis of the tribulations that have
befallen Lance Armstrong, now
stripped not only of his seven Tour
victories but every cycling title he had
held since 1998, a distressing end for a
man who fought and triumphed over
testicular cancer which had infected
his lungs and brain; flawed though
Armstrong may be, his tenacity and
willpower to overcome such a virulent
form of this terrible disease and return
to compete in one of the most physically
demanding of sports still warrants
admiration.
Sidwells’ presentation is sufficiently
knowledgable for the cycling aficionado
while at the same time entertaining for
the casual observer of a sport that now
attracts a global following. As is well
known, the Tour de France has been
wracked with controversy almost
from the outset, but more so since the
late 1980s and into the first decade
of the 21st century. Performance
enhancing drugs; accusation,
counter-accusation and denial being
the feature that has embroiled not
only the participating riders but the
administrators themselves. Sidwells
Continued on page 32
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Woodcutts
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Continued from page 31
brings a journalistic approach to the
subject which, thankfully, now appears
to be acknowledged by all concerned
and for the time being, at least, the
victories by Bradley Wiggins in 2012
and Chris Froome in 2013, both from
Team Sky, have been achieved on pure
mental and physical merit without
recourse to any agent that may have
given them an unfair advantage over
their fellow competitors.
Bill Chorley

Woodcutts
prepares for
Winter

What an unprecedented year we are
having weather wise. There have been
situations throughout the last twelve
months that could never have been
foreseen. We experienced dry cold
weather when we didn’t expect it;

high temperatures with and without
rain throughout the summer and this
autumn and early winter we have seen
temperatures far greater than expected;
initially with very dry weather, which
enabled farmers drilling winter cereals
and oilseed rape to go ahead at a
tremendous rate, followed by a period
of higher than anticipated temperatures
coupled with rain, rain and more
rain, that not only prevented drilling
but stopped ploughing and seedbed
preparation; even here at Woodcutts,
where the soil is very light over chalk, a
very good situation where drainage is
required. During the period of weather
suitable for drilling, the land simply set
aside for this winter’s crops seemed to
be covered at an unbelievable rate. The
size of tractors and implements used
today beggars belief for someone like
myself, who was introduced to farming
in the late nineteen-fifties and early
sixties. I have just been going through
Continued on page 34

GORDON-WATSON
Wholesale supplier of trees,hedgeplants and forest products to the
horticultural trade.
Tree planting and establishment
of hedges,Hedge-laying. Rivetting
banks(hazel faggots)
Wide selection of hedge plants
available.
Call 01725 517 692 evenings best.
DAIRY HOUSE PLANTS
FIFIELD BAVANT, SP5 5HT
(Chalke Valley)

We care for your lawn so if you would like a healthy lawn to
be proud of and enjoy call us now.
Lawn Renovation
- Fertilisation - Weed Control
Yearly Maintenance Program - Moss Control - Aeration
- Scarification - Reseeding
Free quotation, with no obligation. Results guaranteed.
Call now 0845 603 5586 / 01258 455599
or email weedman@btconnect.com
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Do you need help organising
your garden?
I offer practical, down-to-earth advice for
small and medium gardens, starting with
an informal chat, a walk around your
garden and hand-written ideas for your
particular needs.
I also offer plants at competitive prices.
Nursery open by appointment, or
April - October, Saturdays and Sundays
Ring 079070 069599
e-mail: janeyadrian@aol.co.uk

Gardening
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Gardeners Notes
December
- Check over your fruits and
vegatables for deterioation
- Start to protect your plants for the
winter(fleece, straw, bubble wrap)
- Pune and tidy up gardens and
allotments
- Mulch over the flower beds for
next years annuals
- Start ordering and planning
next years crops

Dont forget the birds this winter perhaps making your own
fat balls and making sure there is water available which isnt
frozen.

Allow a few frosts on some vegeatables
(spouts, parsnips,sweade etc..) this helps to make them
sweeter and taste better especially for the Christmas table..

January
- Clear up the fallen leaves and tidy
borders and allotments
- Start digging over your vegetable plots
mixing in compost or manure
- Tidy up greenhouses ready to start
the new years crops
- Check over stored tubers and other
bulbs for deterioation
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Continued from page 32
the text books I used at college some
fifty years ago and have been made
to realise how out of date they are.
Agriculture has developed dramatically,
especially machinery wise. I think
modern, agricultural students would
think my text books, which were
used at degree level, laughable
today, particularly those interested in
machinery.
Today’s tractors, for top of the range
machines, would set you back between
sixty and eighty thousand pounds,
while combines would be a far greater
amount as would self propelled potato
or beet harvesters. I remember back
at the end of the nineteen sixties,
when Fordson Major tractors were first
available, they cost over nine hundred
and sixty pounds. Old Bob, who I have
mentioned before in this magazine
as being a farm labourer of the past,
had grown up in the days of horses. He
called these particular tractors, ‘They
thousand pound armchairs’, and had
no respect for the tractor drivers, as the
most intricate machine he ever was able
to cope with was his bicycle and then he
had problems.
Bob was a great character in his own
right. As a labourer even in his late
fifties and early sixties, when I knew
him well and worked with him, he was a
very hard worker and great personality
to work with. When it came to working
with hand tools few people could match
up to him. He never had enough work to
do, when he reached home after work,
he was toiling away in his garden and
neighbouring allotment. In the winter
evenings, the dark wasn’t a problem for
him, he cut a forked, hazel stick, which
he stuck in the ground near to where he
intended to dig or whatever, lit a lantern
and hung it in the fork and worked away
until it was time for him to go in and go
to bed.
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This time of year he would be finishing
digging his massive, crop area of
potatoes. All who knew him would
always ask, ‘How are your spuds this
year Bob?’, knowing what the reply
would be, which was, ‘Somes as big
as marbles, somes as big as peas
an’ the rest is litl uns.’ For a stranger
to understand him at times was
impossible. His language needed a
dictionary of its own. For example,
he had a much more worldly younger
brother, George, who had spent time
travelling the world with the merchant
navy and had come home to work in
the forestry section of the home estate,
where he later became the foreman.
One day, George had to see the new,
young incumbent at the village church
to discuss what to do about the yew
trees in the churchyard, which were
growing out over the main path to the
south door. Neither George nor Bob had
ever met this new vicar and Bob said he
was a young ‘whipper snapper’ or so
he’d heard. Anyway, at the appointed
time George met the newcomer in the
churchyard. We were working near by
and George stopped on his way back
from the appointment in a furious
mood, to tell us how he had got on. He
said, ‘Do you know he called me George,
not Mr Wakeford and I am at least twice
his age.’ To which Bob replied, ‘An’
you ain’t even been seduced ad yu’. Of
course he meant ‘introduced’ but we all
understood what he meant, which was
the important point.
That’s enough about my past life and
old acquaintances, I must make my way
back to Woodcutts and what is going
on here. The fields here were mostly
sown with winter cereals before the
rains came. It seemed that hundreds
of acres were cultivated and the seed
beds readied in a very short period
of time, using the huge tractors that

I have mentioned earlier, which have
the potential to cover huge acreages
in a very short time, compared with
the machines I got to know some fifty
years ago. Then the weather changed,
temperatures remained high for
the time of year but the rains came.
The seeds germinated and brown
soils were covered by a green cover
of winter cereals almost overnight
or so it seemed. Unfortunately the
rain continued and stopped all seed
bed preparation and the drilling of
crops. Now the rain is still with us in
the second week of November but
the temperatures are now dropping
so germination and growth will be
reduced.
The trees almost in their entirety kept
their leaves right up until the end of
October and many still hold on to them
now, the second week of November.
I certainly can never remember this
happening before in my life time. I
just wonder what Old Bob would have
had to say about it. We have been
hearing about all the trees that have
been affected by these new diseases
that are now prevalent where elm,
oak and ash are suffering. Certainly
trees here at Woodcutts have shown
symptoms and of course more damages
were caused when that storm came a
few weeks ago. The number of trees
which were uprooted in the Rushmore
Park is unbelievable. When Meg and I
drove through the Park yesterday, we
were expecting to see some damage
as we had been told that the storm
had created a fair amount. We were
completely overwhelmed
by what we saw. There were trees that
had been uprooted everywhere, mostly
hornbeams that had been planted in
the past twenty to thirty years. They
obviously had not sent roots down
below the topsoil, not penetrating the
chalk underneath and as a result had
Continued on page 35
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no proper anchorage in the ground.
There are also other trees uprooted but
not on the same scale, as well as many
branches torn off much older trees. All
in all, that storm did a lot of damage.
Now what about some of the good
things that are happening, for instance
the blue violets in flower in the front
garden of the Manor, which I saw when
I was selling poppies. These were the
genuine thing and it wasn’t just a single
flower or even a single plant, there were
several plants all in flower and in the
first week of November.
This takes some beating because it
is not unusual to find the odd rose
flowering in the month of November
but violets no, not now, they are spring
flowers. Another flower that is showing
now and does not appear in any way
to be giving up the idea of producing
blossom is the hardy fuchsia that I
have used to create a hedge along the

roadside of our front garden.
Now I am running out of time so I must
turn from the plant kingdom to the
animal kingdom, or to be more precise;
the insects, namely butterflies, flies
and bumble bees. Only yesterday I
saw a tortoiseshell (12th November)
in flight and during the last week of
October saw several tortoiseshells and
red admirals in flight and on the 29th
October what I can only assume was a
clouded yellow flew past the kitchen
window. It certainly wasn’t a brimstone
because of its shape and because of the
yellow colouration couldn’t be anything
else. Other late flying insects that have
enjoyed the late, high temperatures
for the time of year have been several
species of flies both in doors and out.
There have also been an assortment of
bumble bees still flying during October.
Altogether, we have experienced an odd
late autumn and early winter all we can
put it down to is ‘climate change’. Lets
hope that our weather doesn’t get too

extreme as in the Philippines. On that
note I will say goodbye for now and a
Happy Christmas to you all.

Ted Cox
Dorset Wildlife Trust
Meetings at Fontmell Magna Village Hall
(Sp5 0JU) and cost £2.
18th December
Christmas Wildlife Quiz
A fun & informative event hosted by
JOy Wallis, DWT People & Wilflife Coordinator, including mulled wine &
mincepies or tea/coffee & biscuit.
15th January
Wildflowers On Your Doorstep
An Illustrated talk by DWT member Eric
Watson
19th February
Butterflies
An illustrated talk by Nigel Spring of
Butterfly Conservation

THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING
YOUR PROPERTY?

Bassets are a multi award winning estate agents and have claimed the 2012 industry equivalent of
the Oscar
• Valuations by highly experienced and qualified staff.
• Informed viewings to showcase your property within the local area and to encourage offers.
• Skilled negotiating to secure the best possible sale or rental price.
• Unbeatable service to ensure a smooth stress-free move.
• All-inclusive lettings service including Fully Managed, Tenant Finding and Private Landlord.
• Proud supporters of the Dog’s Trust, Trussell Trust and Food Bank. See our facebook page:
‘Bassets in the Community’.
YOUR NEAREST BASSETS IS AT:
29-31 High Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1AS
Tel: (01425) 654 766
OFFICES ALSO IN SALISBURY (01722 415 141) AND AMESBURY (01980 676 722)
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CATCHPOLE LAW

A Law Practice based in Sixpenny Handley, with specialist focus on:                                     *  WILLS

*  INHERITANCE AND CAPITAL GAINS TAX

                                     *  POWERS OF ATTORNEY

*  DEATH IN SERVICE AND PENSION TRUSTS

                                     *  PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION

*  CHARITIES

                                     *  VARIATIONS OF ESTATES

*  RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY WORK

                                     *  TRUSTS     

*  CARE OF THE ELDERLY

and more…
APPOINTMENTS IN THE OFFICE OR AT YOUR OWN HOME
FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE 01725 552788
to speak to Michael Catchpole, Robert Stone or Richard Wallace-Lower
Principal:  Michael Catchpole, Solicitor
Registered Office:  Hill House, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 5NT
Catchpole Law is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No:  513783)

CATCHPOLE LAW........................................................on
Buying a Buy to Let Property (BTL)
Our previous articles have touched on
Wills and Property matters. Continuing
with the property theme we highlight
points in relation to “buying to let”.
This is a fairly hot topic area given low
interest rates, a demand for rental
properties and more and more high
street banks moving into the BTL
market. As well as the traditional
buy to let mortgages, there are also
share appreciation schemes available
allowing borrowers to mortgage an
agreed proportion of their property
interest free and in return the lender
receives an agreed percentage of any
capital increase in the property, on its
eventual sale.
Owning a BTL Property - Income Tax
BTL property income must be declared
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in a Tax Return (even if no profit is
made) and is taxed at the individual’s
marginal rate (up to 45%). Examples of
expenses which are deductible for tax
purposes are:
•
maintenance and repairs
•
utility bills and council tax
•
advertising
•
accountancy and insurance
•
rent arrears
•
mortgage and loan interest  
•
agents fees
Net losses after the deduction of
allowable expenses can be set against
property income in future tax years
(rules apply).
Selling a BTL Property - Capital Gains
Tax (CGT)
CGT is payable on the sale of a property
which is not a main home. The rate is
either 18% or 28% of the gain (proceeds
less costs) depending on taxable

law

income.
Individuals have an annual CGT
allowance of £10,900 per year (for
2013/2014), which means the first
£10,900 of gain is tax free.
Allowable expenditure can be deducted
from a gain to reduce a liability such
as the costs of professional fees for
acquisition, valuation and disposal. In
addition, enhancement expenditure,
such as the cost of an extension, can be
deducted.
Estate planning – Inheritance Tax (IHT)
The value of a BTL will form part of
the deceased owner’s estate and will
therefore be subject to IHT if the estate
is taxable – the mortgage secured on
the property will be deductible for IHT
purposes.
The Government did look at restricting
Continued page 37
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Puzzles

WORDSEARCH:Find and circle all of the
Christmas words that are hidden in the
grid. The remaining letters spell a secret
message.
LIGHTS
ANGEL
MANGER
BELLS
MARY
BETHLEHEM
MISTLETOE
CANDLES
MYRRH
CANDY CANE
ORNAMENTS
CAROLS
POINSETTIA
DECORATIONS
SANTA
EGGNOG
SHEPHERDS
FAMILY
SKATES
FRANKINCENSE
SLEIGH
FRIENDS
SNOWFLAKES
FRUITCAKE
SNOWMAN
GABRIEL
STABLE
GIFTS
STAR
GOLD
GREETING CARDS STOCKING
THREE WISE MEN
HOLLY
TOBOGGAN
ICICLES
TOYS
JESUS
TREE
JOSEPH
WREATH

The Downsman Puzzles

Continued from page 36
the set off of loans for IHT purposes
but have partially reversed its attack
on debt relief. Instead it has targeted
relevant business property. A BTL is
not relevant business property and is
therefore not caught by the new debt
relief rules.
Business Property Relief (BPR)
Relevant business property is exempt
from IHT. New rules introduced this
year affect arrangements whereby
loans secured against family homes
are used to buy assets which qualify
for BPR. Arrangements put in place
after 5 April 2013 no longer produce a
favourable outcome as the loan has to
be attributed to the business asset that
it has been used to buy – more on this
in our next article.
If you would like to discuss the
purchase of a BTL property or if you
have any questions arising from this
article, please do call.

Coffee Break Quiz

A little light music for the Festive Season by Peter Bailey
1.

Why do birds suddenly appear, every time you _ Name of well known song
required.
Also name of singing Duo with a Title akin to the building trade ?
2. Easy like Sunday morning? Name of singer, and backing group please.
3. Name of comedy TV series? and singer involved in singing of “Whispering
Grass”?
4. What group are simply “ Holding on”? also name of lead singer?
5. Name of famous International cellist, with a famous brother in the music
world?
6. “If I ruled the world, every day would be the first day of spring. Name of
popular singer? and Musical show in which it is featured ? also what Dickens
story is it based on ?
7. Larry Adler was a music virtuoso , but with what type of musical instrument ?
8. Name Musical by Leonard Birnstein and Steven Sondheim where everything is
big __________ Also what William Shakespeare story is it based on. ?
9. George Gershwin’s classic song “Summertime “ is included in an oper Name
of Opera please?
10. Name of Group famous for “ Dancing Queen”? also name of Musical in which
it is featured?
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Food for Thought.
A Satirical look at life today.

The Runaway train came over the hill
and she blew, the runaway train being
the HS2,
Creating fury, uproar and a great
hullabaloo.
With lots of derision.
Millions of Pounds already
spent and still no decision .
Benefits promised for the area are
high, me thinks this could be “ pie in
the sky.”
Badger culls move slowly on to plan,
could these be processed into a
Supermarket can?
Badger ham was eaten in days of Yore,
but preference today is for Wild Boar.
Dear Sir’s I beg to report, Professional
football has little to do with sport.
Players seem to be from R.A.D.A.
Schools, well versed in how to bend the
rules.
Financial reward has soured the game,
the poor old Ref usually gets the
blame
L Roys’ boys will have to fight uphill.
Congratulations, and good luck next
year in Brasil.
The call for devolution goes blindly on.
Could this be an enormous con
No way do I feel this is right,.
Whatever next “Home Rule for the Isle
of Wight”?
An old saying I do recall.
United we stand, divided we’ll fall.
Now that Winter is upon us, the
gasman also cometh.
Looking for more money to accrue, from
the pockets of me and you
The lights will NOT go out the politicians
allege, all is well, we have a 5
percentage hedge.
No need to worry or be in doubt, French
and Chinese engineers will come and

38

help us out.
We are short on energy, oh what a
shame.
Will no Politicians step forward to take
the blame.
From recent drilling it has found, Dorset
has vast quantities of oil under the
ground. Hopefully Dorset will gain in
the profit race, not give to some other
Country to go into space.
On a better road system we should
insist. Quicker broadband would not go
amiss. Hardy’s Darset lingo now hard
to find, more likely Polish , Urdu , Hindi.
or some other kind.
UK cannabis farms growing at an
alarming rate, Now half a million at the
latest date.
Can be cooked and used in food it is
3
said,
Like porridge , cakes and bread.
Is this something that people really
need?, or some other form of financial
greed
Grown mainly in areas residential.
Don’t they know it can send you
mental.
Talks of Merging of Bournemouth
and Poole Councils have caused an
enormous rumpus.
No
wonder, the Dorset port of Poole was
already there in the days of Christopher
Columbus To be swallowed up in
this great conurbation, is bound to
cause much indignation.
The
character of Poole would disappear
into the far distance. From an infamous
past it’s Pirate and smuggling
forbears were good at resistance.
Harry Paye’s men had local
understanding. Also Poole’s great help
in the D Day landing.

Peter Bailey

NEIL EVERALL

Your
Local Appliance
Specialist
NEIL
EVERALL
NEIL
EVERALL
NEIL
EVERALL
for

NEIL EVERALL

Superb Prices!

After Sales Service

We
Deliver
&
Install
PLUS - Fast Efficient Repairs
to Most
Makes
& Models
01258
455093

01258 455093
01258 455093

01258 455093

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum
DT11Blandford
7UQ
3 Kingston Close,
Forum

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum
01258
DT11455093
7UQ
DT11
7UQ Forum
3 Kingston Close,
Blandford

DT11 7UQ
Kingston Close,
Blandford Forum
DT11 7UQ

S WALLWORTH
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
REPLACEMENT HOT WATER
CYLINDERS
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS
FREE QUOTATIONS
SIMON WALLWORTH
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
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Rob’s Column
Remembering the names of people
who did things for you, who gave
you something or who inspired, or
encouraged something good. A thank
you is a wonderful reminder of the
impact friends have on our lives.
(Too many to list again. A big thank you
to all, the auction was a tremendous
success with over £2,000 raised. Thanks
again)
According to a new study, being
generous won’t just give you a warm
glow, it will help you live longer too, so
see you all again next year!
It’s time to start a different life
Move on to pastures new
But don’t forget your loyal friends,
You’ll lose them if you do,
Time flies by so very fast,
So spare a thought for good times past.
If it’s a penny for your thoughts,
And then someone asks you to put
in your two pennyworth, then surely
someone somewhere is making a
penny.
(We sure did at the auction)
A compliment’s an uplift; so pay one if
you can,
It really costs you nothing, but boosts
your fellow man,
A little thought for others can help to
make their day
So remember that a small courtesy is
never too hard to say.
Thank you to all who attended the
Remembrance Parade. Over 60 from the
Scouts Group, well done Scouts!)
Autumn’s here, the nights draw in,
And leaves turn golden brown,
Nature’s off to sleep again.
But please don’t feel too down,
For even as things wilt and die,
There’s beauty still to pleasure the eye.
Silence is golden unless you have
children, then it’s suspicious

HB Accounting

I buy my wife a bag of self raising and
a bag of plain every month, because
there’s nothing more romantic than
giving flours.

YOUR LOCAL
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Services provided to
Sole Traders and Small Businesses:

What did the big turnip say to the little
turnip?
When did you Turn Up?

• Financial accounts prepared
•   Personal & Corporate tax returns
•   Bookkeeping
•   Payroll and PAYE services
•   Value Added Tax
•   Budgets and Cashflows

Text of the Day
I donet beleev that brittens yungsters
ar won ov the wurst edyoocated in the
world.

For all your accounting enquiries
please contact:

You’re never too old to learn something
stupid
I sit relaxed and cosy
So peaceful and serene,
This little home is all my own
Where I can simply dream.
I conjure up what could well be,
If Lady Luck might call,
But on reflection of these thoughts,
Good health is best of all.
Simple tunes can mean so much,
Can make you laugh or cry,
They spark a flood of memories,
Or times that have gone by
So if your day is going wrong,
Just listen to a happy song.

There is no day that
isn’t a perfect day,
If only we have the
imagination to figure
out what it’s perfect
for!
(Reading the Downsman.
Thanks to Naomi and team)

Rob Jesse

Mrs Holly Brewer ACA
Mobile: 07970 647 258
Email: email@hbaccounting.co.uk

Quiz Answers
1.

The Carpenters
Karen and
Richard Carpenter
Title of
song, “ Close to you”
2. Nigel Ritchie The Comodores
3. It ain’t half hot mum
Singer
Don Estelle
4. Simply Red
Lead singer Mick
Hucknall
5. Julian Lloyd Webber
6. Harry Secombe
Musical
Pickwick
Dickens Pickwick
Papers
7. Harmonica
8. West Side Story
Romeo and
Juliet
9. Porgy and Bess
10. Abba
Musical show Mamma
Mia
Merry Christmas
Peter Bailey
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Noticeboard

Happy Nappy meets every Monday
in the Village Hall
from 10am - 11:30am

Situated in Ebbesbourne Wake Village Hall
Just: 10 minutes from Sixpenny Handley, 5 minutes from Broad Chalke & 10 minutes from Tisbury
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£3.50 per hour for 1-2 yr olds
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Holiday Club available
during school holidays

Come and take a look or request a prospectus.
Contact Angela, Karen or Nicky on 01722 781069 or send us an email to
brightsparksare@aol.com

Toys, Singing and Fun
for Babies and Children
...with coffee, tea and a chat for
adults at our friendly group...
Children 50p, Adults £1
Emma Reeks 0777 909 58 63
Karen Adams 01725 552391

Teddy Bears
Drop-in

www.thelittlepennies.co.uk
info@thelittlepennies.co.uk
Tel: Margaret 01725 552608

Registered Charity no. 1137622

“Children are happy and feel
exceptionally safe [and show]
excellent behaviour and
good manners”
Fees & Funding
3-5 years
£9.90 per session

Sessions
3-5 years
Monday to Thursday:
8:45am-11:45am
&
11:45am-2:45pm
2-3 years
Friday:
8:45am - 11:45am
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Thursdays 10:30—12 noon,
in term times.
Carers and small children are
welcome for a chat, coffee and
play in St Mary’s Church

Successful OFSTED
report 2010

Looking for a
babysitter?

£3.30 per hour
(funding available
for 3-5 year olds)

2-3 years
£12.00 per session
£4.00 per hour

Purpose built pre-school at
Sixpenny Handley First School

So are we!

We have been approached with the
very sensible suggestion of having
a babysitters list in the Downsman.
If you wish to offer your services, let
us know with your name and phone
number editor@thedownsman.org.uk
and we will print it in the next issue!
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Little and Lol

3.
4.
5.
2.
1.

A coin. The usual choice was a silver
threepence or a sixpence. The coin
was believed to bring wealth in the
coming year.
24 from the 1st December until
Christmas Eve
8
St Nicolas
Germany. It became popular in the
UK through Queen Victoria and her
German husband Prince Albert.

Quiz Answers

Well what a busy term for The Little
Pennies!
Ruth Meaden has taken over from Becky
Wallworth as our pre-school leader,
and Becky will now be deputy leader
and manage the administration for
us. Thanks to Becky for all her work as
leader over the last 4 years. We also
have a new member of staff Hayley
Brown who is settling in and getting to
know the children.
And as for the children, well they have
been:
• To Simon Meaden’s Pumpkin Farm
and enjoyed a tractor and trailer
ride, watched the cider making and
of course picked a pumpkin - thank
you Simon!
• Learning about Diwali with Radha
Foster and making Diwali lamps
• Joining National Nursery Rhyme
Week
• Learning about being healthy
And the Pre-School have been working
so hard to educate the children about
healthy eating and hygiene that they
have received a Gold Level Healthy Early
Years Award. A fantastic achievement.
We are looking forward to our special
Christmas visitor before Christmas...
and wish you a Merry Christmas too!

Little and Lol are just decorating their
Christmas Tree, can you help them
make it look a little more colourful...
they would like red baubles and yellow
tinsel, unless you have a better idea!
How many baubles can you see?
Write the answer here...

Do you think Little and Lol would make
good elves?
They do they would like you to think of
a story in which they could help deliver
presents to all the boys and girls in the
world.
How would the story start - would it be
Once upon a time? or One Christmas?
What happens in the middle of your
story? Do they have an adventure? Do
they have to solve a problem?
How does your story end? Do they finish
their task? Do they get home in time?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Christmas Quiz

What is traditionally hidden in a
Christmas pudding?
How many days are there on a
traditional advent calendar?
In ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’,
how many maids were milking?
Which of these saints became
known by the name Santa Claus?
Which country started the tradition
of having a tree in the house at
Christmas?

Christmas Crackers

What beats his chest and swings from
Christmas cake to Christmas cake?
Tarzipan !

Mum, Can I have a dog for Christmas ?
No you can have turkey like everyone
else !
What happens if you eat the Christmas
decorations ?
You get tinsel-itus !
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a selection of 37
shared ownership
homes now available.
set within the thriving and picturesque
market town of wimborne a range of 1 and
2 bedroom apartments from only £45,500
and 3 and 4 bedroom houses from only
£91,000 * these lovely homes are available
for anyone local to the east dorset area certain criteria applies so please contact
us for more information.
*based on a minimum of 35% share

shared equity is also available

•Full NHBC warraNty •ModerN Fitted kitCHeN witH HoB aNd extraCtor
•oFF road parkiNg •eNergy eFFiCieNt upVC douBle glaziNg •gas CeNtral HeatiNg
Call us today for more information on: 01380 735 480
e. homeownership@aster.co.uk | www.asterhomes.co.uk
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Clayesmore for your child

We are pleased to announce a wide range of both
Prep and Senior scholarships for September 2014
Prep 01747 813155 Senior 01747 812122

www.clayesmore.com
Bus routes throughout Dorset and Wiltshire
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Want to see your event or club listed here? Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Date

Function

Page

2 Dec

Flu Clinic

15

7 Dec

Farrent Singers

27

8 Dec

Scouts Carol Service

5

12 Dec

Mother Union

20

15 Dec

Carols at St Mary’s

5

17 Dec

Little Pennies break up for Christmas

18 Dec

Dorset Wildlife Trust

19 Dec

Bingo

20 Dec

First School break up for Christmas

20 Dec

Day

Club or Group

Mon

Happy Nappy : Village Hall 10:00 - 11:30
Weekly in Term Time

Mon

WI Meetings : Village Hall : 2nd Monday in the
Month

Mon

Scouts : Scout Hut 19:00-21:00 : Term Time

Wed

Cards : Village Hall
Third Wednesday in the month

35

Wed

Beavers, Cubs, Explorers : Scout Hut : Term Time

5

Thu

Mothers’ Union :
Second Thursday in the Month 14:45

Carols Gussage St Andrews

5

Thu

23 Dec

Carols Pentridge

5

Teddy Bears Drop-in : Church 10:30 - 12:00
Weekly in Term Time

24 Dec

Christingle 4PM St Mary’s

5

Thu

6 Jan

Little Pennies Term Starts
First School Inset

Bingo : Village Hall 7:30 start
Third Thursday in the month
(Excluding August)

11 Jan

Burn’s Supper

9

Fri

Chase Community Friends Lunch
Village Hall : 2nd Friday in the Month

13 Jan

WI

21

Sun

17 Jan

Bingo

5

23 Jan

Anne of Green Gables

26

8 Feb

Scout Dinner

19

St Mary’s Church
9:30 Traditional 11:00 Informal
18:00 Evensong
Alternating weeks St Rumbold’s 11:15 Gussage St
Andrew 9:30

15 Feb

Acoustic Club

17
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