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April  2014Delivered by Sixpenny Handley Homewatch

Sixpenny Handley 
Waistcoat Festival

17th May 2014
12-4pm The High Street

4-8pm Church Farm
Lantern Parade and Lighting of the Fire 

Beacon 8pm - late

What’s Happening?
Don your most fabulous waistcoat and 
join us from 12-4pm for fabulous stalls, 
good food, live music, traditional crafts, 
beer, cider and a children’s garden.

More Details on page 13
Or for full details of all our Music, 
Merriment and Mayhem visit
www.sixpennyhandley.com or find us 
on Facebook and Twitter.

Volunteer
Are you able to spare one hour of your 
time to help make this event a success?  
Please get in touch by emailing us at 
sixpennyfestival@yahoo.co.uk. We are 
still looking for people to take 1 hour 
shifts on the car park and to steward the 
road closure.

“Pentridge Unveils 
Its Hidden Past”

Talk & Walk
page 14

Sixpenny Handley 
Tennis Club

Ready for Summer
page 5

Bowl Club Talk
‘Memories of 

Handley’
page 5
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Directory
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The next edition will be published on 
1st June 2014

On the road to Spring!
It has been so lovely now the sun has started to shine, 
it makes having tea outside and after school trips to the 
park ready for the taking. We spent a glorious Sunday 
afternoon in the woods at Kingston Lacy building a huge 
den to play with the wood fairies in last weekend and 
that is just the start of the fun spring will have to offer.

As you can see from the cover, plans for the Waistcoast Festival are finalised and 
they are now looking to find volunteers to help. You will find me helping create 
a field of hares in the childrens’ area in St Mary’s Court on the 17th. I have the 
clay, felt and googly eyes ready in my Amazon basket and look forward to getting 
creative with all who want to try some modelling, young and old! All the children 
at Little Pennies, 1st Woodcutts and the First School will be finding out about the 
Handley fire and making contributions to the day from a junk modelled Handley 
to animations, lanterns for the parade, songs, displays and more. Along with the 
music, stalls, food and street fair it really promises to be a great day which I hope 
you will be able to support.

There are some other great entertainments coming our way this spring, three 
evenings of music in the village hall which you can find details of on the 
Noticeboard (page 5). There will be a talk by Alec Hunt called ‘Memories of Handley’ 
in aid of the Bowls club. Pentridge also has a talk and walk by Steve Wallis, Senior 
Archaeologist at Dorset County Council lined up for the Spring called ‘Pentridge 
Unveils Its Hidden Past’ a must for anyone who has wondered what those bumps 
are between Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge! (page 14).

And since we are still in Lent do try the last couple Lent Soup Lunches which are 
raising money for some fabulous charities with local connections on the 2nd and 
9th of April again see the Noticeboard (page 5).

Well that just leaves me space to wish you all a Happy Easter, see you at the 
Festival!

Editorial

Next edition

Copy deadline for the 
next edition
15th May

Please make every effort to meet the 
deadline so that we have time for 
printing, production and distribution.

If possible please email  your articles to 
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Our advertising offers great value. The 
Downsman is currently delivered to 
over 700 households within the parish.
Email David: downsmanadverts@
sixpennyhandley.org for more details.

Advertisement Costs
Size

Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle
Large Square

Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition

£2.50
£5 

£10 
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate

 -
£25 
£50

£125
£175
£250

Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle V
H

Large Square
Half Page

Whole Page

Image area*
30 words

59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm

122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm 

Advertisement Sizes

Sorry - we are unable to 
include flyers

*without frame which will be added 
by us.
If you need us to set your advert 
please add a one-off £5 fee.

Advertising

Naomi Booth
editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Directory  
Letters to the Editor
Noticeboard
Parish News      
  Clerks Corner
  Village Hall 
Mobile Library
Food & Drink
Quiz

 

2
4,9

5,38

6
10

7
21
28

Health & Beauty 
Book Review
Gardening 
Out and About  
  Gone Sailing     
Rob’s Column
Little & Lol
What’s On

28
30
32

36
37
39
40

c/o The Parish Office, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA
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To the Editor

To the Editor

Dear Editor,
I write with some trepidation in 
response to your February front-page. 
West Woodyates has never had this sort 
of publicity before but yes, I am afraid 
we are the source of the floodwater that 
comes down Dean Lane, first flooding 
Tony Gibb in the Old Forge and then the 
Chairman of the Parish Council in Town 
Farmhouse and then everybody else. 
Sensibly, both have complex defences 
of sandbags and pumps. The ones to 
be really sorry for are the Chick family 
at Manor Farm who not only get the 
flood water but the contents of the 
overburdened drains as well.

However, it isn’t a borehole. It’s a 
‘Roman’ well. The Environment Agency 
(rightly the villain of the piece in recent 
weeks) uses the well which is about 150 
ft deep to monitor changes in the water 
table. Tony Gibb monitors the EA figures 
so that he knows when the springs are 
about to rise and can get his sandbags 
in place in time. Of course, it’s neither 
a borehole nor a well that is the source 
of the water, it’s a line of springs that 
come to the surface the whole way up 
the lane past Garston Wood and on up 
almost as far as West Woodyates Manor. 
When the recent floods were at their 
worst in the village, we had about 5 ft 
of gin-clear water in the Manor cellar. I 
suppose I could have bottled it and sold 
it, carbonated or still, but I don’t think 
our Gallant Parish Council Chairman 
would have been a buyer – he had quite 
enough of his own.
The British Geological Survey website 
has some interesting information 
here… http://www.bgs.ac.uk/research/
groundwater/datainfo/levels/sites/
WestWoodyatesManor.html

Tim Palmer

Subsidised bus routes
Mr Sherman’s letter in the last issue of 
the Downsman contained a number of 
inaccuracies which have caused a lot of 
confusion and the Parish Council have 
been asked to clarify the situation. 

With effect from 1 April when the new 
bus timetables come into force all 
the present Monday to Saturday 184 
services will continue with only the 
Sundays and Bank Holidays being 
cancelled.  Bus subsidies are not a 
statutory requirement imposed on Local 
Authorities therefore they cannot be 
guaranteed especially if funds are short.  
That is very much the situation at the 
moment and under these circumstances 
it is only natural that Dorset County 
Council will look for savings from the 
transport budget along with all the 
many others that are scrutinised.  
Reviews of this nature have been taking 
place every couple of years for at least 
the last eight to my certain knowledge 
but 2012 was the first time there has 
actually been a reduction imposed.  
However, the cuts finally agreed will 
be minimal because of the goodly 
number of robust individual letters 
sent to Dorchester as well as those 
from the Parish Council and our District 
Councillor – Simon Tong.  These were 
supplemented by a strongly presented 
argument at County Hall by our County 
Councillor – Steve Butler. 
 
The response by our community 
to the original questionnaire sent 
out by Dorset CC in early 2012 was 
indeed very disappointing although 
in mitigation making people aware of 
these opportunities to express a view 
is for many reasons no easy task and 
the Dorset-for-You website is not the 
most user friendly.  However, when 
the proposed new bus schedules were 
considered at the Full Parish Council 

meeting on 15 August 2013 it was 
relatively very well attended by the 
public who made their views quite 
clear; unfortunately Mr Sherman was 
not one of those present.  The 184 may 
have been around for a long time but 
it should not be seen as a permanent 
feature of our village life.  With an eye 
to future possibilities it was noteworthy 
that the majority of the information 
received from Dorchester was on how to 
set up your own Community Transport 
system.  When the Parish Council 
conducted its last Parish Plan update 
survey in 2012, 55% of those who 
responded supported the Parish Council 
contributing to the subsidy if that would 
help to keep the 184 running.  Without a 
doubt bus subsidies and the 184 service 
will be a regular agenda item for the 
Parish Council and the community at 
large to address in the future so please 
watch out and be prepared to argue 
again the case to keep our bus going.

The Tarrant Valley Parish Councils’ main 
interest for which they fought hard and 
successfully was for the retention of the 
325 - Sixpenny Handley to Blandford via 
Woodcutts, Minchington, the Tarrants 
and Iwerne Minster. It only starts in 
Sixpenny Handley for historic reasons 
and I suspect it is not much used by 
us. Mr Sherman was absolutely right 
though in encouraging people to go 
by bus whenever we can because if we 
do not use it then we shall eventually 
lose it.  Finally, please do not forget 
that residents of East Dorset District 
Council using the Dorset County Council 
Concessionary Fares Scheme - i.e. 
holders of a Dorset bus pass - may still 
travel on any service when boarding in 
East Dorset before 0930.

 
Yours Sincerely

David Lockyer
Parish Council Chairman
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Downsman Noticeboard
If your group is staging an event or needs help, use this free space to tell everyone!

Noticeboard

Once a month in Sixpenny 
Handley Village Hall we provide a 

freshly cooked 3 course lunch 
for £4.00

Please contact
01258 841321

Transport, interest clubs 
and help also available

full details page 25

17th April
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

Doors Open 7pm
Start 7.30pm

Fun, prizes, tea/coffee and home-
made cakes!
Future dates:

15th May & 19th Jun
All proceeds to The Little Pennies Pre-School 

Registered Charity no. 1137622

Festival 12pm - Late

Full details on page 13

Mike Denham 
and the 

Sunset Café 
Stompers                        

Sixpenny Handley 
Village Hall

Wednesday 4th June 
7 pm

In aid of Cancer Research UK
Tel 01725516413

@COUSTIC LIVE, SIXPENNY H@NDLEY

 Nobody’s Business  
With support, Isobel  Thatcher 

S[t 12th @pril, 7.30pm  
Village Hall, Sixpenny Handley 

Tickets £4 advance from Handley  
Newsagents & £5 on door. 

Nobody’s Business will transport you to the cotton fields of rural America,  
with fine fingerpicking country blues, ragtime guitar and sensitive harmonica. 

Licensed Bar 
Follow us on Facebook.  Acoustic live, Sixpenny Handley 

Supported by:

Memories of 
Handley

Wed Apr 16th.
Memories of Handley. 

Talk by 
Alec Hunt

Bowls Club House 7-30 p.m. 
£4 p.h. inc. Refreshments.

Full details on page 11 Full details on page 8Full details on page 10

Sixpenny Handley 
Tennis Club

Tuesday Evenings
7pm
Adult Club Session

Come along and 
have a game of 

doubles
New members welcome, for 

further details please contact 
Tracey 01725 552414

Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 
 
 

    Tuesday Evenings  
7pm  

    Adult Club Session 
    Come along and have a game of doubles  
    Starting Tuesday 7th May 2013 

 
 
 

New members welcome, for further details 
please contact Tracey  01725 552414 

Pentridge Unveils 
Its Hidden Past

Archaeologist Reveals All
Pentridge Village Hall: Weds 7th 

May at 7pm

A Guided Walk In And Around 
Pentridge

Meet at Pentridge Village Hall: 
Saturday May 24th at 11am

Full details on page 14
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Clerk’s Corner Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA
Email: sixpennyhandley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk

Clerk to the Council (Lisa Goodwin) 01258 840935
Assistant Clerk (Gill Martin) 01725 552211

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday 10am – 12 noon & 

Thursday 6pm – 7-30pm
For up to date 
Parish Council 

information visit:
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.

co.uk

Parish News

Following advertising in January for 
a new Assistant Clerk, we had six very 
suitable applicants and are pleased to 
announce the appointment of Mrs Ciona 
Nicholson.  Ciona lives in Sycamore 
Close and already very much part of 
village life will be our Responsible 
Financial Officer and deal with Planning 
Matters.   Ciona will be in the office 
Tuesday mornings and Thursday 
evenings if you want to pop in for any 
advice or information.

I want to say a huge thank you to Gill. 
It has been a pleasure to work with 
Gill since I joined in 2011 and we have 
worked well together and she has given 
me a lot of support.  Councillors very 
much appreciate her commitment and 
contribution to the Community in her 
eleven years in the post.
A very well deserved retirement is now 
due!

Following an extremely wet winter 
which has caused enormous difficulty 
for a lot of residents and businesses in 
the village, our MP Bob Walter visited to 
take a look for himself.  He will be taking 
what action he can to aid recovery but 
this will be mainly in the hands of our 
local authorities whose immediate 
response to the flooding was excellent. 

The Parish Council is as ever very busy.  
With the weather improving you will see 
some works begin on replacing the tired 
fencing around the football pitch.  Also 
the exterior maintenance of the Sports 
Pavilion and Village Hall will begin.  
The extractor fans in the Pavilion will 
be repaired.   We are pleased that the 
Parish Office is now becoming busy with 
bookings and the community is able to 
take advantage of the facility.  The office 
is available to hire for a very reasonable 
£10 per session, book in with Ciona on 

01725 552211. The Regard Partnership 
from Town Farm Workshops has now 
taken on the role of Play Area Inspector 
and report weekly to the Parish Council.  
The Parish Council liaises with a number 
of local groups and organisations and 
will be holding our annual statutory 
agency meeting this month. This is an 
opportunity to discuss any matters and 
responsibilities that we can help each 
other with.

The most exciting news at the moment 
is the possibility of establishing a 
Community Land Trust.   The Parish 
Council has agreed in principle and now 
need to know if YOU want this future 
too.  CLT’s usually start by helping to 
provide affordable housing and then 
go on to look at protecting other things 
that are important in the community 
eg Post Office, Allotments, Pub, Shop, 
Workshops. By setting up a CLT, as 
part of an affordable housing project, 
the village will have a vehicle to help 
protect other assets if it seems they 
might be lost.  We will be holding a 
public meeting specifically for this on 
Wednesday 7th May in the Village Hall, 
Sixpenny Handley at 7pm.  

And finally….please put April 10th in 
your diary.  This is the Annual Parish 
Assembly at 7pm in the Village Hall.   
This is not a meeting of the Parish 
Council but a meeting of Electors.  The 
evening will include a briefing on the 
Housing Needs Survey results and 
subsequent consideration of providing 
affordable housing in the village with 
the Community Land Trust.   Inspector 
Wayne Nock will also be attending to 
report on how Dorset Police are tackling 
rural crime and answer any questions.  
We hope you will be able to come along 
and take part in this meeting.  All Parish 
Councillors will be attending along 

with your local County and District 
Councillors and of course refreshments 
will be served!

Lisa Goodwin, 
Clerk to the Parish Council

Public Meeting
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

Wednesday 7th May 2014 at 7pm

Sixpenny Handley & A Community 
Land Trust

This affects you and the future of 
your village. Vote on whether or not 

to set up a CLT. 
Join the steering group

Meeting of Electors

Thursday 10th April 2014 at 7pm
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

A round up of the year in our 
Community with. Representatives 

from Health, Police, Local 
Authorities. Also a briefing on what a 
Community Land Trust could mean 

to Sixpenny Handley.

Annual Parish Assembly
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Mobile Library
Visits on Thursday Fortnightly

April 10, 24
May 8, 22

Woodyates  – Cobley Close 2.25–2.40

Back Lane/St Mary’s Close 3.00–3.20
Roebuck Inn 3.25–3.45

Dean Lane 3.50–4.05

Sheasby Close 4.10–4.30

Village Hall 100 Club
JANUARY 2014

1st  £25   71  Mrs. Leverton
2nd £15   126   Mrs. Godden
3rd  £10   12   Bowls Club

FEBRUARY 2014
1st.  £25  85   Mrs. Thorne
2nd  £15  80    Mrs. Shepherd
3rd   £10  141  Mrs. Wacker

Sixpenny Handley 
with Pentridge 

Community Fund
The Community Fund was set up some 
time ago from the proceeds of the 
original Street Fair. After the last fair, 
held in 2012, the remaining funds were 
passed to the Parish Council and is 
now managed toy a small committee of 
volunteers.

In order to boost funds we have just 
registered with an on-line shopping 
site which will give a percentage 
of purchases back to us, we would 
therefore ask as many of you to register 
in order to help our cause. We are aware 
that other village organisations use 
similar schemes and would not want 
you to change your current fund-raising 
efforts. To register your interest simply 
go to:

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/6dwithPen
tridgeCommunityFund 

Also if you have a community based 
project or event that needs a kick start 
or small boost to get it going, please 
apply for a grant. All grant applications 
will be considered. Likewise if you have 
held an event and feel that any part of 
the profit could be donated into the 
community fund send it to the Parish 
Office.

We have already agreed a grant to 
help kick start the preparations for the 
forthcoming Waistcoat Festival on 17th 
May 2014 and received a donation from 
the folk evening that was held at the 
end of last year. 

All correspondence should be sent via 
the Clerk at the Parish Office.

C & B STYLES
Newsagents & Mini-Market.

12 High Street, Sixpenny Handley.
Monday – Friday 6.30am – 7pm

Saturday 7.30am – 7pm,  Sunday 7.30am – 1pm.
In-store bakery for Fresh morning breads & pastries
Extensive range of groceries, Chilled & Frozen Food.

Local Bread and Milk Daily. Fruits & Vegetables.

01725 552658
Off-licence with large selection of Wines, ciders & Ales.

Debit cards taken with free cash-back facility. Paypoint  facilities in-store.

Guitar Lessons

Dave Gray
01725 552503
07751 566342

acoustic/electric
lead/rhythm/improvisation
blues-pop-rock etc.

half price taster lesson
over 35 years experience

D.J LOGS
Quality barn stored logs

Full and half loads
Kindling wood and Netted logs

(Netted logs can be delivered free of charge if purchased in multiples, or with 
kindling only in Sixpenny Handley)

Please call Darren or Lucy 01725 553167
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Sheila Rose Jermyn 1940 - 2014
I would like to thank all the friends and 
neighbours for their kind messages of 
condolence following Sheila’s death 
on 22 Feb after a long and hard fought 
battle with cancer. In particular my 
special thanks go to Dr Nodder, the 
District Nurses Caroline, Hollie, Sarah, 
Vanessa and Denise for all their care 
and attention afforded us throughout 
this difficult time. A truly wonderful 
team. Please accept this article as full 
acknowledgement to all concerned.

Ron Jermyn

Congratulations  And  
A  Big  Thank  You

After torrential rain, gale force winds, 
flooding and road damage, we then 
had, on 14 & 15 February, a 22 hour 
power cut!   All was doom & gloom 
but then, hoping that our Newsagent 
& Mini-Market just might be open 
I, like many other villagers, walked 
through the floods to the shop on 
the Saturday morning.   Eureka – the 
shop was open, lit by battery operated 
lights & staff doing mental arithmetic 
to add up the costs of purchases.  
So – CONGRATULATIONS  AND  A  
BIG  THANK  YOU  to all THE  STYLES  
FAMILY  AND  THEIR  LOYAL  STAFF – we 
really appreciate all you do for our 
community.   

GC

Betty Gulliver
I would Like to thank all of the friends, 
neighbours and relations for their cards, 
kindness and understanding following 
the loss of Betty my beloved wife. 
Thank you so much , your kindness has 
been very much appreciated.

Maurice, Corinne and Alison

More to the Editor
The Springs - Local Folk Lore

I was not surprised to hear that the 
springs had risen beyond Garston 
Woods – approximately a ten year 
occurrence. I was told that local folk lore 
had it that when the gales were in the 
South, the springs will rise. The winds 
were definitely in the South this year!
 
The water’s route down Dean Lane and 
across the paddock down Back Lane 
and past the cottages at Handley Green 
is natural. I understand that this is the 
route the River Allen takes underground 
and that, even in dry weather there is an 
underground “lake” under what is now 
called Frogmore Lane.
 
All the old houses down Dean Lane with 
wells always had their cellars flooded 
when the “springs were up”. The Old 
Parsonage was eventually relocated at 
the end of the 19th century partly due 
to this regular experience. I am aware 
that Town Farm house probably still 
suffers now unless their pumps have it 
under control. There is also an ancient 
well in the cellar of Frogmore Farm 
House which, before they fitted a pump, 
overflowed and filled their cellar with 
crystal clear water from time to time.
 
The level of the River Allen tends to stay 
underground more and more as the 
increasing demand for water extracted 
from the Aquifers downstream usually 
helps to keep the ground water levels 
low. However, it is no coincidence that 
the cottages at Handley Green are built 
so far from the road. In my memory, 
I have seen the River Allen rising this 
side of the Blandford Crossroads and 
a continuous river flowing from the 
pumping station onwards to Wimborne 
St Giles.
 
Chick’s Farm (Manor Farm) was 

undoubtedly built in its location to 
allow for easy access to water for 
stock as well as occupants. But it is 
only relatively recently that the Chicks 
have had a problem with flooding. 
This I gather is due more to the routing 
of all the surface water from the 
village – more and more with the new 
developments over recent years – into 
the Back Lane/Red Lane Paddock to 
add to the springs which rise in that 
paddock from time to time.
 
One other thought, I recall that on 
at least one previous occasion when 
the springs rose, it had not been a 
particularly wet winter. Maybe there is 
something in the “southerly gales” Folk 
Lore!

AJO

DOUG LUCAS
LOGS FOR SALE

 
FULL OR HALF 

TRANSIT LOADS 
Also sacks, netted logs, 

kindling, coal

FREE DELIVERY
ALL AREAS

Tel: 01725 552636
Mob: 07765 426662
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Mike Denham and the 
Sunset Café Stompers                        

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Wednesday 4th June 7 pm

In aid of Cancer Research UK          
Tickets £12 to include ploughman’s 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses
Tickets are in advanced by Tel 01725516413 and send a cheque payable to Mrs 

C. Ryder and sent to  Oxlease Cottage, 71 Farnham Blandford Forum, Dorset 
DT11 8DE. Or on the door on the night limited to the first 100 sold.

Village Hall News
Audio Loop Fitted

At long last the hall now has an 
audio loop fitted to help the hard of 
hearing.  The amplifier is permanently 
ON. If you need the speaker to use 
the microphone it is kept in the chair 
cupboard.

New Lights Are Coming
All the fluorescent tubes in the hall 
will shortly be changed for LED tubes 
which should reduce our electricity bill 
considerably. We hope that users will 
not notice the change! An application 
for grant funding has been made to East 
Dorset District Council. 

The Bar Stocks Sixpenny Ales
Thanks to the support of our own 
local brewery, Village Hall events will 
be dispensing a selection of Ales of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Acoustic Live
There was a very encouraging audience 
for the first of the season’s events run 
by the hall’s Entertainment Committee. 
Naomi Coombes opened a very 
entertaining evening with several of her 
own compositions. She was followed by 
The Langfords who provided a varied 
range of their own and covers songs; 
all of which went down well. The next 
event is Nobody’s Business on 12th 
April. 

Make a note in your diary:
Saturday 10th May, Samantha Sings 
The Shows. An homage to the greatest 
musicals of stage and screen.
Saturday 14th June, Arch Garrison. 
Folk Duo, North Sea Radio Orchestra’s 
front man
There’s lots going on in your village 
hall, whether it be Whist, Happy Nappy, 
Bowls, Line Dancing, Yoga, WI or Pilates. 
Look for the details in the foyer and give 
something a try.

Special Attention All 
Music Teachers!

This year we would like to introduce 
something different in the village: a 
Concert for all those children who play 
music, learn music, or are taught music.  
The only qualification is that you must 
be at school or college and live in the 
Parish.
We would like this to be an opportunity 
for our local teachers to ‘showcase’ 
their pupils.
The Village Hall has been booked for 
Saturday July 5th.
This gives you plenty of time to prepare 
something to play!
It would be helpful to have 
conversations with our local teachers 
soon, so that we can plan an evening 
which everyone will enjoy.
Please contact John or Gay Cullingford 
for more information 516453  jfcul3@
hotmail.com

Tel: 01725 552430
Email: chris@thewebbooth.co.uk
Visit: www.thewebbooth.co.uk

•	 Websites built and updated
•	 Search Engine Optimisation
•	 Social Media
•	 Design for web & print
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Experience shopping in  our Barn 
Showroom in Sixpenny Handley 
open  every Friday 10am to 2pm.

Frogmore Barn  has a wide  range 
of beautiful items for the home 

and a selection  of personal gifts 
We also  offer an individual interior 
design  service from a single  room  

to a complete  house makeover. 
Initial consultation free     

Frogmore Barn open every Friday 
from 10am to 2 pm   

 Frogmore Farmhouse,
Frogmore Lane,  6d Handley 

Tel: 01725 552910  
email: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk 
website: www.frogmoredesign.com 

Acoustic Live
Acoustic Live, Sixpenny Handley village 
halls new bi-monthly Music night kicked 
off in great style in February with ‘The 
Langfords’ mix of psychedelic country.
Despite the best efforts of the power 
cuts, off, on, then off again, we keep our 
nerve and were able to go ahead!.
Support came from the incredible talent 
of Naomi Coombes, followed by the 
wonderfully entertaining Langfords, 
no one could resist singing or moving 
along!.
Thank you our volunteers and to 
everyone who came along on the night, 
took part in our raffle, two live music 
tickets to Salisbury Arts centre won 
on the night, thanks also to Sixpenny 
Brewery for their on-going support 
and Vikki Hyler beauty treatments & 
Sixpenny Crafts, amongst others for 
their generous prizes.
You will find ‘Acoustic live’s’ April 
event above (Sat 12th April, 7.30pm). 

Unfortunately Fly Yeti Fly are unable 
to play for us as previously advertised 
but we have a fine fingerpicking 
country blues duo to replace them 
called ‘Nobody’s Business’, who play 
authentic ragtime guitars and sensitive 
harmonica. They will be supported by 
the fantastic ‘Isobel Thatcher’ from 
Salisbury.
All proceeds from the evenings go to 
support our village hall & support and 
develop community entertainments.

Paul Styles

@COUSTIC LIVE, SIXPENNY H@NDLEY

 Nobody’s Business  
With support, Isobel  Thatcher 

S[t 12th @pril, 7.30pm  
Village Hall, Sixpenny Handley 

Tickets £4 advance from Handley  
Newsagents & £5 on door. 

Nobody’s Business will transport you to the cotton fields of rural America,  
with fine fingerpicking country blues, ragtime guitar and sensitive harmonica. 

Licensed Bar 
Follow us on Facebook.  Acoustic live, Sixpenny Handley 

Supported by:

Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered 

Physiotherapist

Treatment for:
•	 Sports Injuries, 
•	 Spinal and Neck Pain, 
•	 Arthritis, 
•	 Headaches
•	 Acupuncture, 
•	 Ergonomic Advice, 
•	 Massage

Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518
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AIRWAVES AERIALS
Ian and Dan Newman

Established 1983     Father & Son Business

TEL: SALISBURY 01722 322862
Mobile 07900370600/07831403644

www.airwavesaerials.co.uk

TV, FM & DAB Aerials  - 
Installations & Repairs

Satellite Systems supplied & fitted
European and Free Sat

TV tuning & Set Up
Extra Points fitted
Digital Upgrades

IAN HARRIS   
MIPRE

Call me, your local expert with 
over thirty years experience.

Tel: 01747 870822 
Mobile: 07921 194816

•	 Advice on repair of your 
existing equipment

•	 Assistance in setting up 
and supply of new items

•	 Loan sets available

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

 LLLARMERARMERARMER   TTTREEREEREE   OPEN DAY 
TTTOLLARDOLLARDOLLARD   RRROYALOYALOYAL,  S,  S,  SALISBURYALISBURYALISBURY,  W, W, WILTSHIREILTSHIREILTSHIRE   SP5 5PYSP5 5PYSP5 5PY    

   
   
   

SSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY   111111THTHTH   MMMAYAYAY   201420142014   

GRAND OPENING OF OUR NEW PAVILION 
EVERYONE WELCOME, 11.00AM — 4.30PM  

www.larmertreegardens.co.uk  

 

Gardens & Coffee Grove Café  
Open Sunday to Thursday 

Calling all SINGERS and INSTRUMENTALISTS 
for the 

Handley Waistcoat Festival!  
SAT MAY 17TH 

We would like to extend the Handley Family Band to include those who have not 
previously participated. We would like to expand the Community Choir to singers, 
young and old, to take part in a unique performance, with words specially written 
for the occasion.

THE FIRST REHEARSALS I PLANNED FOR TUESDAY APRIL 29TH, IN ST.MARY’S 
CHURCH, 7 pm FOR SINGERS, & 7.30 
pm FOR INSTRUMENTALISTS (strings, 
brass, woodwind, percussion, recorders, 
spoons, wash-boards!)  

The music is not difficult, but there will 
be a planned second rehearsal on Tues 
May 13th.  

Please contact John or Gay Cullingford 
on 516453, or email:
jfcul3@hotmail.com



The Downsman - April 2014

13

Come and commemorate the great 
fire of 1892 – the High Street will be 
turned into Dorset’s first ever festival of 
buttoned up, sleeveless attire!

Don your most fabulous waistcoat and 
join us from 12-4pm for fabulous stalls, 
good food, live music, traditional crafts, 
beer, cider and a children’s garden 
where you can make a Handley hare, 
hang out with music, storytelling, ice 
cream and a chill out zone.  Prizes for 
the best waistcoats!

This year festivities continue from 
4-8pm at Church farm with a fiery 
theme – baked potatoes and chilli, 
more food and entertainment that will 
culminate at 8pm with a lantern parade 
and the lighting of a fire beacon at 
Church Farm to commemorate the great 
fire in Handley in 1892.

Sixpenny Handley Parish Council 
has successfully received a Heritage 
Lottery grant for educational projects 
researching the story of the great fire 
in Handley on 20th May 1892. The First 
School, Scouts, Explorers, Cubs and 

Beavers will all be researching the story 
of the fire and creating performances 
for the Waistcoat Festival! Projects 
include animations, waistcoat making, 
a performance of The Cup Song with 
buckets, lantern making for the parade, 
a choir, The Wheelwright Challenge and 
a Guinness World record attempt for the 
most waistcoats worn by one person!

Please check out our funky new 
website for full details of all our Music, 
Merriment and Mayhem!
www.sixpennyhandley.com

Keep a look out for the exciting line-up 
for our acoustic live music stage – watch 
the website for details!

Last call for stallholders!
If you are interested in having a stall, 
please contact Kelly on 01725 553095 
by 31st March.  Community stallholders 
can choose to either pay the £25 fee or 
donate a contribution of their takings 
to the Community Fund.  Application 
forms are available to download from 
the website.

Sixpenny Handley Waistcoat Festival
17th May 2014

Volunteers wanted please – your 
community needs you!

Are you able to spare one hour of your 
time to help make this event a success?  
If you would like to help out on the day, 
please get in touch by emailing us at 
sixpennyfestival@yahoo.co.uk. We are 
still looking for people to take 1 hour 
shifts on the car park and to steward the 
road closure.

Please Like us and share us on 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/
sixpennywaistcoatfesitval
 
We look forward to seeing you buttoned 
up and beautiful on 17th May!

Paul, Jenny, Kelly and Kay 

12-4pm The High Street
4-8pm Church Farm

Lantern Parade and Lighting of the Fire Beacon 8pm - late

The Sixpenny Handley Waistcoat Festival takes place on Saturday 17th May!

Thanks to our 
supporters 
including: 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS

YOU
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PATRICK ROSE

QUALITY PAINTER 
AND DECORATOR

Free quotes 
& advice

Fully insured

TEL: 01258 857116
MOB: 07989 373735

Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:

Close board
Chain link

Post and Rail

Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604 

Mobile 07778 603 559

 Archaeologist 
Reveals All

Pentridge Village Hall: Weds 7th May 
at 7pm

As you make your way along the 
A354 from Woodyates, past Pentridge 
towards Sixpenny Handley, you may 
notice some very unusual features.  
Were you to examine a local Ordnance 
Survey map however, you would notice 
some even stranger names. So what 
does this all mean and who or what 
has transformed our landscape in this 
extraordinary way? 

To answer these questions and more, 
Steve Wallis, Senior Archaeologist at 
Dorset County Council, also author and 
keen photographer, will be coming to 
Pentridge to give an illustrated talk in 
which he will endeavour to guide us 
through the history of this amazing 
landscape.  He has also agreed to share 
some fascinating discoveries made 
during  excavations on the site of the 
Weymouth Relief Road.

It promises to be a most enjoyable 
evening. Entrance will be £10 to include 
a glass of wine and light refreshments. 
Booking essential, see details below.

Pentridge Unveils Its Hidden Past

A Guided Walk In And 
Around Pentridge
Meet at Pentridge Village Hall: 

Saturday May 24th at 11am
To complement his talk, Steve Wallis 
has kindly agreed to offer a guided 
walk.  On this occasion Steve will guide 
us through some of the many historic 
and natural features of the landscape, 
highlighting archaeological discoveries 
in and around Pentridge. This will 
involve some steep climbs, but I can 
assure you it will be worth the effort. 
Sensible shoes are recommended.

The price will be £10 to include a picnic 
lunch consisting of an award-winning 
handmade Cornish pasty, (a vegetarian 
option available on request), washed 
down with refreshing Somerset cider. 
The walk will be limited to 30 people.

We are most grateful to Steve for giving 
up his valuable time to be with us on 
these two days and hopefully, when 
we next venture out into our stunning 
countryside, it will be with a greater 
knowledge and understanding.  As 
Einstein himself said, on observing 
the countryside, “The joy of looking 
and comprehending is nature’s most 
beautiful gift”.

For booking or more information, email pentridgevillage@gmail.com or contact 
Jill on : 01725 552050

Toby Daniels 
Dip WCF

Registered Farrier

Telephone: 07515 445469
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Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors, 
Windows, Facias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Carpentry & 
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen

IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Directors: Paul Maidment & Julian Carter Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, 

Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel/Fax: 01258 45 45 22 Email: mandcltd@btconnect.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

R.JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Bespoke Furniture
Kitchen Installations
Roof Construction 
Outdoor Structures
Repairs & Maintenance 
and more

Fully qualified carpenter 
with over 10 years 
experience
Fully Insured
Free quotes and advice
Fast, friendly and 
reliable service

07818 32118201722 781093

•	 A local established family business with over 20 years experience.
•	 Lead work on Dormers & chimneys. 
•	 Cavity trays manufactured to your requirements.
•	 Flat roofing using high performance felts and single ply systems.
•	 Hard metal roofing systems, using zinc, copper and stainless.
•	 Zinc and copper fascias and guttering.
•	 General roof repairs

Telephone 
Sixpenny Handley 01725 516350 

Wimborne 01202 886830

FOR ALL YOUR CARPET 
& VINYL NEEDS
1st Class personal service,

samples brought to your door,
just pick up the phone and call

Kevin Armstrong
01258 269061
07767 774021

armstrongkvn@aol.com

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS

FREE QUOTATIONS

SIMON WALLWORTH                                       
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

S WALLWORTH  
ELECTRICAL  SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Home Handyman

Painting, Decorating

And

General Maintenance
around the home

Keith Orman

Tel: 01725 552293
Mob: 07941652690

No job too small
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Kevin Knight
Horologist

Clock and Watch Repairs

Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451

kevindavidknight@gmail.com

Staff Matters - New Face
Angela Porter has joined us as a 
receptionist and also to lend a hand in 
the dispensary.  As with all new staff it 
will take a little time for her to settle 
in and become familiar with her role.  
Angela has worked in a similar role in 
New Zealand and a different perspective 
can often lead to improvements.  

Health Matters - Travel Clinic
For future travel advice, we recommend 
that you give us at least 3 weeks’ notice 
for a one destination holiday and at 
least 6 weeks’ notice for more than 
one destination.  For shorter notice we 
advise you to go to the Walk In Clinic at 
Salisbury.

There has been a problem obtaining 
the Yellow Fever Vaccine in recent 
months with manufacturing focussing 
on hundred dose vials.  We only use 
about twenty a year and as it is a live 
vaccine it doesn’t keep.  So with some 
regret we have opted to stop being a 
Yellow Fever Centre.  All other aspects 
of the Travel Clinic remain the same as 
before.  The Walk in Centre in Salisbury 
is a registered Yellow Fever Centre and 
others can be found by visiting the 
NaTHNaC website.

Information - Text Reminders
We would like to apologise to patients 
who were expecting a text reminder 
which never came.  This was as a result 
of our failing to understand the process 
fully.  Thank you to those who reported 
this to us.  We have taken appropriate 
action to ensure that this will not 
happen again except in the event of a 
prolonged power cut.

So now that the teething problems are 
out of the way, why not pick up a form 
to access this service.  Messages are 

sent at one o’clock in the afternoon on 
the day preceding your appointment.

Booking Appointments Online
If you use the internet why not sign up 
for access to a secure website which 
will allow you to book an appointment 
with a doctor up to four weeks ahead.  
The process is straightforward and the 
system also allows you to order any 
repeat medication as well.

It doesn’t stop you from booking in 
all the usual ways, it merely adds an 
additional one. Forms are available at 
the reception desk.

Data Sharing
There are three ways in which your data 
can be shared outside the Practice.

Summary Care Records
As the name suggests this is a summary 
record and includes you name, 
address, date of birth as well as a list of 
current medication and any allergies.  
The record sits on what is known as 
the spine and can be accessed by 
authorised NHS staff with your consent.  
There is a complete record of who has 
accessed your record on the Spine.

Care.Data
This is a recent initiative by the 
Department of Health and you should 
have received a leaflet through your 
door explaining the perceived benefits.  
Your clinical information will be 
extracted in a way that can be identified 
as yours so that it can be combined with 
information about you held at other 
NHS Institutions.  Once combined, the 
identifiers will be removed before the 
information is passed to a third party.  
Ostensibly this is for research purposes 
which should lead to a better targeted 
Health Service.  However there is no 

requirement for the requestor to be 
involved in Health Care.

Sharing In and Sharing Out
Our clinical system is able to share 
information with other organisations 
using a similar system and conversely 
we are able to see information on 
the systems of other places provided 
that you the patient have given your 
consent.  We will always ask you.  The 
occasions when this might arise include 
your being treated by our District 
Nursing team, or a Physiotherapist or 
a Chiropodist.  Each of these has their 
own version of our clinical system 
but it is useful if we can see what the 
other practitioners have entered.  This 
information sharing process is limited 
to sharing between the people who are 
treating you.

Your Power of Veto
In each of these cases you have the 
ability to say no.  In the case of the first 
two, your information will be accessible 
unless you say no.  In the third case, 
your information will be restricted until 
you give permission for it to be shared. 
If you wish to opt out of either of the 
first two and have not already done so, 
please pick up a form from the surgery 
or down load from our website 
http://www.sixpennydocs.co.uk

The Sixpenny Handley and Chalke Valley Practice
 Tel: 01725 552500 www.sixpennydocs.co.uk  Tel: 01722 780282
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Sixpenny Handley Homewatch

The first quarter of 2014 has been 
relatively quiet on the crime front 
locally. The Dorset Police Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) that looks 
after us, and which underwent several 
changes of personnel last year, seems 
to be working well and communication 
from Dorset Police via the Ringmaster 
email system and the regular SNT 
Newsletter is better than for some time.
 
Thefts from outbuildings, garages 
and sheds once again dominate the 
crime statistics. For example, of 19 
reported crimes in the East Dorset 
rural crime area in February, 17 were 
either thefts or burglary but only one of 
those was from a dwelling. The Police 
are focussing on helping people to 
make their outbuildings more secure 
– ‘target hardening’ they call it – and 
officers have undertaken many Crime 
Prevention Surveys in the area to advise 
owners. They haven’t forgotten that 
speeding is another major concern in 
our area, however, so watch how you 
drive!
 
Metal theft has been rampant in rural 
areas in recent years and a new law 
was passed recently tightening up 
on the scrap metal merchants, the 
records they keep and the ways they 
can pay for goods. Our area has not 
been immune from metal theft, so it 
was good to learn that Dorset Police 
carried out a significant day of action 
in the Ferndown area on 28 February, 
checking dealers and stopping and 
searching 36 vehicles. This was part of 
the national Operation Tornado aimed 
at cutting out the market for illegally 
acquired scrap.
 
Also encouraging was the news that 
the police locally have had no reports 
recently of anti social behaviour, 

something we used to get a good deal of 
in the village a couple of years ago.
 
One of our Homewatch Coordinators 
recently attended a national conference 
on rural crime, held near Birmingham 
and chaired by the Chief Constable 
who is the national lead for the police 
on rural crime. It was a fascinating 
day, with a real sense that crime in 
rural areas has finally been recognised 
as being as serious as crime in the 
cities. The elected Police and Crime 
Commissioners have played a part in 
getting more resources allocated to 
rural policing. There was talk of forces 
increasing their 4x4 fleets and doubling 
the strength of Safer Neighbourhood 
teams.
 
It is now clearly understood nationally 
that whilst some rural crime remains 
local and relatively minor, there is also 
a level of serious organised crime, some 
internationally managed, that feeds 
down into the theft of very valuable 
farm machinery, metal theft, oil theft 
and the exploitation of ‘soft’ targets. 
For example, a single rhino horn stolen 
from a rural stately home wall is worth 
£50,000 and a much easier prospect 
for an international gang selling to the 
Chinese aphrodisiac market than a well-
secured museum in London.
 
One thing that came through especially 
clearly on the day was the value of good 
communication between the public and 
the police, so much easier in rural areas 
(subject to coverage!) with smartphones 
and the like. So finally, then, a reminder 
of who our police Rural East Dorset 
Safer Neighbourhood Team are and how 
you contact them in this day and age:
 
PS Nikki Loftus
PC Jane Brittain

PCSO Steve Willis
PCSO Louise Hamilton
PCSO Andy Flannagan
 Telephone 101 or, if a crime is in 
progress or life in danger 999.
Email them at: ruraleastdorsetsnt@
dorset.pnn.police.uk
Follow them on Facebook or Twitter for 
live crime updates:
Facebook: search for East Dorset Rural 
Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
Twitter: @RuralDorsetPolice
 
And remember that they still hold 
regular surgeries to meet people for 
real, sometimes in Sixpenny Handley 
and every first Tuesday of the month 
at Cranborne Garden Centre from 10-
11am.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
12 – 18 MAY 2013

Through the horror of war a growing 
number of people, currently standing 
at 42 million, have been driven from 
their homes in places such as Syria, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
Southern Sudan – an appalling statistic.   
War tears lives apart and you can help 
to put them back together.   Whatever 
help you are able to give will go a very 
long way, be it large or small change 
placed in the familiar CHRISTIAN AID red 
envelope, to make a difference.
Envelopes are to be delivered (sowed) 
to and collected (harvested) from 
households by volunteers during the 
week. Unfortunately not all areas are 
covered so if you don’t receive an 
envelope and would like to help in your 
road or area please contact me, I would 
love to hear from you, be it in the street 
or on the telephone.  
 Thank you one and all for your help 
and contributions which do make a 
difference.  David Salmons  01725 552721
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1st Woodcutts News
www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk

Age 6-8
Wednesday 5 to 6pm
Denise Turner (Willow)
01725 552735

Age 8-10½
Wednesday 6 to 7.30pm
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Age 10½-14
Monday 7 to 9pm
Rob Easton
01725 552038

1st Annual Scout Quiz a Roaring 
Success

On 15th March a quiz was hosted at the 
village hall by the group. Partly a fund 
raiser, partly just a social event, around 
60 people gathered for an evening of 
quizzing during which we learnt that 
we did not remember what we thought 
we knew and that what we thought we 
knew was probably wrong anyway.  Still, 
much fun was had by all, washed down 
with beverages served by our hosts for 
the evening and a ploughman’s buffet to 
keep the wolf from the door.
Many thanks to Andy Slade and Pete 
Figg who organized the evening and to 
Karen Slade and Pauline Figg who did 
the catering (and probably organized 
Andy and Pete).  Also many thanks to 
our Quizmaster, Hutch, who set the 
questions and compered the evening, to 
those who donated raffle prizes, to those 
who bought raffle tickets (especially 
the green ones) and to everyone who 
contributed to making it a great evening.  
Apologies to anyone I have missed.

ASU takes the lead on a skill sharing 
day

1st Woodcutts are the only group in the 
district to have their own dedicated 
Active Support Unit.  The aim of the 
group is to help out with Scouting 
in any way that they can by offering 
their time and skills to the group.  In 
February Mike Swan, one of the ASU 
team, shared his skills and knowledge of 

Age 14-18
Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Andy Turner
01725 552735

Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397

hedge laying with the group. An active 
and enjoyable day was spent learning 
and practising the new skills and at 
the same time completing some much 
needed maintenance at our site.  Future 
plans include installing nest boxes and 
possibly planting some fruit trees and 
later in the year some ASU members will 
be attending survival camp. All of these 
activities help entertain and inform the 
young people and widen the range of 
activities that the group can offer.  If 
you would like to join the ASU or can 
help out in any way then speak to Paul 
Styles. All we need is a few hours of your 
time.

Scout Shop
The Scout Shop (another ASU activity) 
has now been operating since the 
beginning of the year on the first 
Monday of each month from 6:30-7:30 
at the HQ.  They can obtain any item 
available in the official Scout Catalogue 
and are also selling the very popular 
Woodcutts 57 logo t-shirts and hoodies.  
Please pop along and submit your 
order.

Rugby trip
Yet another successful trip to see 
London Irish play in Reading took 
place in February.  Due to the short 
notice and conflict with half-term, 
numbers travelling were less than last 
time but it was a cracking game and 
much enjoyed by all those who did go 
along.  It is expected that this will be an 
annual event so if you have ever fancied 
watching a top flight rugby match then 
watch out for the next trip in early 2015.

Dinner Dance
Yet another fabulous evening was 
enjoyed by the many people who 
attended the Dinner Dance in February.  
As usual the catering was provided by 
Carolyne Bowes and Ann Cullen and 
much appreciated by all.  Alec James 
and his band provided the musical 
entertainment and the opportunity to 
counteract some of the calories.  Many 
others contributed to the success of 
the evening by staffing the bar, helping 
with the decorations, organizing the 
raffle, the set-up, the clearing up, the 
serving, the selling of tickets and all 
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Chalke Heating
Martin Miller: 01722 780734
E-mail: martin@competentcraft .co.uk

Independent AGA/Rayburn Specialist
Saving you money for  all  types of oil fi red heating and cooking
Service, Maintenance and Repair that keeps your central heating safe, 
clean and eff icient
Boiler : All makes
Cookers : Rayburns - AGA - Alfa - Stanley - Esse

Designer Paints · Wallpapers · Fabrics · Curtain Poles · Curtains · Upholstery · Lamps 
Architectural Ironmongery · Interior Design Service · Handmade Furniture

10d Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ Tel: 01747 850150
www.comptonsmith.co.uk

the other hard work that goes into an 
event.  Many thanks to all of them, too 
numerous to mention here, but they 
know who they are.

Scouting at Woodcutts
It’s been a while since we reviewed the 
program, so here are just a few of the 
highlights from the varied programme 
of activities enjoyed by the various 
sections.

The Christmas party for Scouts was 
held at Laser Quest in January and 
was no less fun for being a bit late.  
The following week there was a 
fascinating presentation by a local 
metal detectorist who has been 
detecting in the Dorset and Wiltshire 
area for 40 years.  He not only explained 
the process but brought a number of 
artefacts dating as far back as Roman 
times to share with the group.  The 
Scouts and Leaders were mesmerised 
by his finds and the history behind 
them. The Scouts moved on to brushing 
up their navigation skills in preparation 
for a night hike.  Night hikes are 
notorious for the extra miles walked 
(due to dodgy map-reading skills), 
the lack of sleep (might be related 
to the previous issue or just general 
excitement) and the early morning 
bacon sandwiches.  Nevertheless they 
are always popular with the young 
people and, if the truth be told, the 
Leaders have a good time too.  The 
recent hike did not break with any 
traditions.  Finally, the Scouts are all 
working towards the hobbies badge. 
This is particularly interesting as we 
learn what the young people get up 
to outside of Scouting. So far we have 
enjoyed talks on digital photography, 
whittling and dance (2 separate 
activities, not whittling whilst dancing!), 
bee keeping and karate.  What a varied 
lot.

Cubs have been learning some basic 

knots and square lashings, have 
enjoyed a successful evening making 
Chow Mein for Chinese New Year (similar 
to previous activity but using noodles 
instead of string), have completed 
the Air Activities badge (without the 
involvement of any aeroplanes) and 
scoffed an amazing number of pancakes 
that they had cooked and flipped.

The Explorers are working on a project 
for the Waistcoat Festival which has 
involved researching the history of the 
Great Fire. They will be visiting Martin 
Green’s museum and will be conducting 
their own “CSI Woodcutts” investigation 
to find out what happened.  The results 
of all their labours will be shown at the 
Festival but we don’t want to spoil the 
surprise, so go along and find out what 
they have produced.  In between times, 
they too have managed to find time to 
scoff a few pancakes.

The rest of the year
Have we peaked too soon in 2014 you 
may be asking as you read the above.  
Far from it.  Still to come is District 
Camp in early May, Summer Camp 
in Guernsey, another 24 hours PS3 
sponsored gaming event, a world record 
attempt at the Waistcoat Festival, a 
canal boat trip for the Explorers in the 
autumn, trips to Garston Wood for an 
Easter Egg hunt and so much more. And, 
of course, the usual programme of fund-
raising will also be taking place: helping 
at Blandford Fayre and the Waistcoat 
Festival, litter picking at the Larmer Tree 
Festival, the Fireworks Extravaganza, 
the rag bag collection (any donations of 
old clothes accepted), camping at the 
HQ, etc.  Give us a shout if you can help 
with any of these.



The Downsman - April 2014

20

WI News And  Information NATIONAL  FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S

INSTITUTES

Mothers’ Union

At the last two meetings our 
speaker was the same person, due 
to a necessary swap round on the 
programme. At the February meeting, 
Julie Clamp spoke about the work 
of the Samaritans, and at the March 
meeting her talk was very different and 
was about the life of her grandmother 
who was in the French Resistance. Both 
talks were excellent and everyone was 
fully absorbed.
Our next meeting on 10th April is a 
Lenten meditation to be led by Rev Mel 
Durrant.

We have collected many goods 
requested by the Women’s Refuge in 
Salisbury, who we are always happy to 
help.  This time their need is for cleaning 

materials: paper towels, washing 
powder, refuse sacks etc.  A large boxful 
will be handed over to them shortly.

Our diocesan president, Ann Howard, 
is aiming to raise £17,000 for much 
needed Mothers’ Union funds, both here 
and abroad.  This sum represents each 
member contributing £10.  Filling in a 
sponsorship form will assure that the 
total money collected will grow through 
Gift Aid.  Ann is going to walk from 
Marlborough to Lyme Bay, in several 
stages, between March and June.  She 
would like to be sponsored for this 
heroic effort and we are thinking of the 
best way for our group to contribute. 

Enquiries: Sheila 553133 or Mary 552401

On February 10th, Rob Jesse, our 
local Postman, came and gave a very 
interesting and often funny  talk about 
his life, and work within Sixpenny 
Handley and it’s surrounding Villages. 
We all learnt a lot about his varied 
duties and his love of the country side 
and the people he meets. There is a 
second part to his talk, which we hope 
to hear at a later date.
On February 22nd the W.I. held it’s 
annual Jumble Sale at the Village Hall. 
It was a very busy and tiring day, but 
most successful.
On February 28th, some members 
attended a ‘Sixties Revival Night’ at the 
Tivoli Theatre Wimborne. It was a very 
nostalgic and enjoyable evening, and 
the Ladies had a good time.!!
On  March 10th, our Speaker was Andy 
Clarke, from ‘Woofability’, a Local 
Charity that trains ‘Assistance Dogs’ 
for Disabled People in Dorset and 
Hampshire. it was an enlightening talk, 

and gave us an insight on how puppies 
are bought and trained to become 
Assistance dogs.’ We were shown some 
of the tasks that the dogs are expected 
to carry out by a Lovely Golden 
Retriever, called Willow. We also met an 
eleven month old Labrador called Fern, 
who is about to start her training. These 
dogs do a wonderful job, and greatly 
improve the lives of Disabled People in 
our local communities.
The Ladies who attend the Craft Club  
are currently making Bunting for the 
Waistcoat Festival, to be held in the 
Village on May 17th.
Both the Book and Flower Clubs are 
flourishing.
April is our Annual Meeting, where we 
will be experiencing the ‘Taste of Exotic 
Fruits’ washed down with Birthday Cake 
and Wine!!

If you are interested in joining us, please 
contact our Secretary, Mrs Margaret 

Jones, on; 01725 552358.

Boiler & Heating 
Services

Oil, Gas and LPG

Very Competitive charges for 
boiler servicing and breakdowns

Boiler Replacements

Professional and friendly service

7 days a week inc Bank Holidays

Please call Mark on:
Tel: 01747 828689

or
Mob: 07974 249287

Superb Prices!

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 

NEIL EVERALL
Your Local Appliance Specialist

for

After Sales Service

We 
Deliver 

& 
Install

01258 455093
3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum

DT11 7UQ

PLUS - Fast Efficient Repairs
to Most Makes & Models

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 

NEIL EVERALL 

01258 455093 
 

3 Kingston Close, Blandford Forum 
DT11 7UQ 
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Easter Events at
Church Farm

@ Hanlega’s Restaurant

Thursday - Evening Food.

Friday – Breakfast –Evening Food. 

Saturday – Breakfast – Easter Craft 
Fair – 11 am – 4.30 pm – Curry Night.

Sunday – Breakfast – Children’s Easter 
Egg Hunt – Easter Sunday Lunch – 

Evening Food and Live Music till late. 

Bank Holiday – Breakfast.

Church Farm Caravan and 
Camping Park,  

Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5ND 
Contact 01725 552563/

01725 553005

Food & Drink
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tJ’s
Mobile Fish & Chips

Will be in Sixpenny Handley
at Town Farm Workshops

Every Thursday from
4.30pm to 7.30pm

Tel 01202824893
      07908675028
      07719197059

Our Prices are very 
reasonable

We are open to all! You don’t have to be a member to come and 
enjoy the fantastic facilities we offer in a truly idyllic location 

 18 Hole Championship Golf Course 
 Huge Driving Range 
 Fully stocked Pro Shop 
 Tuition available with PGA Professionals 
 Bar & Restaurant with Spectacular Views 
 Open 7 days a week for Breakfast & Lunch 

Book now for our Saturday 
Night Supper Club! 

 

Fantastic Menu & Live 
Entertainment for just 

£29.95pp 
 

Call for more information 

Rushmore Golf Club|Tollard Royal|Wiltshire|SP5 5QB 01725 516391 www.rushmoregolfclub.co.uk 

We are open to all! You don’t have to be a member to come and 
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Food for thought   
Satirical look at present day Life

1 Many things happen  in this land, the 
logic of which I do not understand.
Twenty thousand of  regular army 
soldiers, processed  now to disband, 
Their Careers and Pensions taken  out 
of hand.
Now “Wot a hoot” the Defence Minister 
has made available £3 million to help 
recruit.
In the event of any further warlike 
confrontation, a part time trained 
volunteer army of 30 thousand
will help take care of the situation
Make no mistake the cuts are deep, but 
this has to be  soldiering on the cheap.
If Military .finances cannot be resolved.   
In other peoples wars, we  should  not  
be involved?

2 HS2  rail link still ongoing, and what 
looks like a mess.
No decision yet, only a guess,   likely to 
be 2016 before someone might say yes.
Deep joy,  The latest  Executive now 
employed at £750,000 a year to run the 
show
Other appointments already made,  all 
from British Rail don’t you know.
This is one of the latest ploys.   Did I hear 
someone say, “ Jobs for the boys”
Information now in disorder. The  
Transport Secretary has  issued a 
gagging order

3 The success of  Jaguar, and Range 
Rover car manufacturers has been a 
sensation.
Upheld by the Prime Minister as a credit 
to our nation, and rightly so to mention.
But who are  the real owners of this 
automotive Corporation?
“Tata”,   Motors of Mumbai, a 
multinational Company based in India.                                                                 
Part off a greater “Tata Engineering 
Conglomeration British Steel are now 
part of their operation. 
India  the new prosperous industrial 
nation  And with  a Space Programme 
now firmly laid,  Do  they really need 
“Overseas Aid?

4 Parliament agog and full of sexual 
innuendo.
Common sense seems to have flown out 
of the window.
Some members are getting above 
themselves, and  far too frisky.
Remedy in days gone past. Bromide in 
the tea, and much less whisky.
These political shenanigans  have now 
become irrational
Pervaded world politics,  and now 
become International.

5 Someone once said     “ Water. Water 
everywhere, and not a drop to drink.”
Something like the Somerset Levels 
would you think?
What has happened to this green and 

pleasant land.  Neglected, forgotten 
and got  out of  hand.
Millions spent on a Somerset coastal R S 
P B site.   Wild  birds before people can’t 
be right
The  Dorset Stour in  years gone past I 
do recall, weed was cut, river dredged 
and cleared overall.
Not any more I have to say. Green algae 
can be seen on the water on a  summers  
day.
Never mind the high speed trains, first 
things first, spend some money on 
clearing the drains
Prince Charles words were  on song,   “ 
Tragedy was,  nothing had been done 
for so long”.
Floods now lapping  old  London Town, 
damage to property much impaired.
Not to worry, the PM  said.   No  expense 
to  be spared.

Peter Bailey
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DAVE & M SWIFT PLANT LTD
Construction & Agricultural Contractors

Machinery and Tractor Hire

Tel: 01725 552364
Mob: 07827440815

AGRICULTURE

Hedge Trimming
Small and Round Baling
Round Bale Wrapping
Grass Mowing and Raking
Vegetation Topping
Hay Tedding and Bobbing
Quickie Loader
with All Attachments
12 Ton Richard Weston Trailer
with Silage Sides
Low Loader Trailer for Haulage
Fencing

Fax: 01725 552553
Mob: 07766733530

CONSTRUCTION

Site Clearance
Bulk Excavation (Big and Small)
Demolition
Drainage, Sewage and Storm
Groundwork and Footings
Resurfacing
Concreting
Tracks, Paths and Drives
Lakes, Lagoons and Ponds
Equestrian Schools Indoor/Out

E-Mail:swiftnaturallakes@btinternet.com

Call for more details  on 01725 552518 or visit www.hideaways.co.uk

Lime & Beech Holiday Cottages 
in Deanland, Sixpenny Handley 
available for weekly or short breaks 
all year round for visiting family or 
friends.

Roads Re-Surfaced

Thanks to the support of our county 
councillor and DCC Highways the two 
areas of road ruined by the flooding and 
bad drivers have now been rebuilt. The 
contractors said that they were horrified 
at the state of the roads - weren’t we all.

A H Gibb

Cranborne Chase 
Groundwater Level
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The CCF offer voluntary 
support to those who 

need it within the
Cranborne Chase 

villages.
So come along and make new 

friends.

“Have we missed you?”

If you know someone who 
might like our help, please let 

us know.
For any information 

about the above please 
contact the Chase 

Community Friends on 
01258 841321

We are supported by
Dorset County Council Social 

Services Committee

Registered Charity No 1102105

Lunch

Once a month in Sixpenny 
Handley Village Hall we provide 

a freshly cooked 3 course 
lunch for £4.00, followed by 

entertainment.  Tea and coffee 
are provided during the day.  

Booking is essential.

Interest Groups

CCF interest groups include a 
book club, and a record music 

group.

Transport & Help

We also provide transport to 
the surgery, dentist, etc, with a 

contribution from the user of 60p 
per mile while in the car to cover 

fuel costs.

It greatly helps if you can give 
us as much notice as possible 
should you require transport.

We can also help with the 
collection of prescriptions, local 
shopping for the housebound, 

and dog walking.

Volunteers

We are always looking for new 
volunteer drivers in all the areas 

the CCF covers. 

Coffee Break Quiz
1. From a TV advert.  “Our dad was a 

great baker”.   Where was this filmed 
in Dorset?

2. Occupation of Wilkins Micawber 
from a Dickens Novel?     Name 
of the Novel ?   Also hopeful 
catchphrase used by Micawber? 

3. What would you do with an Arbroth  
smokie ?   what exactly is  it?

4. Name of the  1st Trade Union 
movement in the UK. Where was 
this?   What was their dispute, and 
the punishment received? 

5. Where could you find  a statue of 
Thomas Hardy   the Dorset novelist.

6. Music buffs,  “What would you do 
if I sang out of tune”?  Title of song 
please?

7. If you were a campanologist, what 
would you be involved with?

8.  What is an Acronym?

by Peter Bailey

Bowls Club

By the time you read this our Bowls 
indoor season will be almost over.
I’m afraid neither of our bowls teams 
did very well in the leagues this winter, 
mainly due to Illness. I hope all will be 
better come the summer.
On Feb 9th we held a singles day in the 
hall, which was won by Vic Howard, 
with Doris Day coming a very close 
second.
On March 9th we held a pair’s day 
which was won by Ann Naylor and Brian 
Hansford Runners up Doris Day and 
Gordon Oxford.  Well done Doris. 
We have been having Club nights once 
a fortnight at the new club house, 
playing cards, dominoes, darts and 
other  games, takes us all back to our 
childhood days, good fun.
We have our Open Day for outdoor 
bowls on Sat April 26th. Let’s hope we 
get some sunny  weather, as we have 

two leagues and quite a few friendly 
matches booked this summer.
We now have our new mat thanks to 
Patrick and all his hard work getting us 
the money.
If you fancy some thing different in the 
summer come up and join us, you will 
be very welcome and  be surprised how 
much you enjoy it.
We have been sponsored by St James 
Wealth Management an Insurance firm, 
from Salisbury Many Thanks .They are 
also putting on a Cheese and Wine 
Party.  Plus giving us a talk  on  various 
subjects. If any one is interested do 
come and see us, or watch for posters.
Please also watch out for posters. On  
April 15th Alec Hunt will give a talk 
about
“ Memories of Sixpenny Handley,” all are 
welcome.

Captain Pat
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Cards
For this issue of The Downsman, at 
least, a different approach to the Cards 
column in that I will try to explain 
some of the nuances that go to make 
the games of whist and bridge such 
fascinating and very enjoyable pastimes 
and, hopefully, attract new players. 
The games have many similarities, the 
principal difference being that whist 
is played over twenty-four deals with, 
what is referred to as the ‘trump suit’, 
being determined in a repeating
sequence of hearts, clubs, diamonds 
and spades, while in bridge the ‘trump 
suit’ or ‘no trumps suit’ is determined 
through a sequence of bidding which 
may end in what is referred to as 
a ‘game contract’ or a ‘part score’. 
Nevertheless, the method of playing the
cards has many similarities. For 
instance, in both games the drawing of 
trumps away from the opposition [whist 
and bridge are partnership games] is 
usually a good ploy, even if the value of 
your trump holding is relatively poor in 
terms of high card values. In bridge we
refer to these high values as ‘high card 
points‘, the ace of any suit having a 
value of four, followed by three for the 
king, two for the queen and one for the 
jack. It is, therefore, quite obvious that 
if you hold the ace, king, queen, jack in 
the same suit, then you have a good
playing hand and even more so if you 
hold high cards in the other suits. 
This works particularly well when the 
bidding sequence for determining the 
final contract may work in your favour, 
but not quite to the same advantage in 
whist, unless such a holding is in the
‘trump suit’. For example, you may have 
been dealt ace, king, queen, jack of 
spades [unusual, but not impossible] 
but the ‘trump suit’ is hearts and your 
holding in this suit may be as few as 
two, or perhaps worst of all none or a 
singleton, while your opponents spades
might be minimal. Consequently, you 

may win the ace, but when the king 
is trumped then your queen and jack 
become rather worthless - unless your 
partner has cards that can ‘rescue’ the 
situation.

Concerning whist, and as  outlined 
above, the ‘trump suit’ is redetermined, 
the initial aim in each play is for one of 
the partnerships to obtain a minimum 
of seven tricks, thereby winning that 
particular deal. Consequently, the first 
card to be lead can often influence the
outcome; if you are first to lead and you 
hold good trumps coupled with high 
cards in what we call the ‘outside suits’, 
then a trump lead is best. However, if 
your trump holding is poor, then a good 
ploy is to lead from your strongest suit. 
For example, you have picked up five
clubs, topped by the king and queen - 
lead the king. Why? The only card that 
can beat your king is the ace, and if 
neither of your opponents table the ace, 
then it is reasonable to assume that 
the ace is held by your partner. At this 
point in the play your partner can be 
really helpful. How? Noting your king 
lead, and holding the ace of clubs and 
one other, he/ she should automatically 
assume you have the queen. Therefore, 
cover the king with your ace and return 
your remaining club. Percentage wise, 
the queen will win [the club suit is now 
down to five cards] and partner [who 
started with five clubs] should switch 
to his/her lowest club in order to secure 
what is referred to as a ‘rough’. In plain 
language, your partner who played ace/
low now has the opportunity to play a 
heart [the ‘trump suit’] and win trick 
number three [incidentally, this method 
of play stands you in good stead when
playing bridge].

Other strong leads are classified as 
‘singletons’ [amusingly referred to in 
whist as a ‘squeaker’] - a single card in 
a suit where you hope your partner can 
win and return the suit in order for you 

to ‘trump’; ‘doubleton’ ace/low where 
you lead the ace followed by your
low card, again, hoping your partner 
can win and return the suit for you to 
‘trump’. The top of a sequence - king, 
queen, jack or queen, jack, ten et al and, 
as sometimes will be the case, the top 
of ‘rubbish’. In other words, you have 
picked up a miserable hand and all you
can hope is that your partner has a 
strong hand.

Although there are no set rules in 
determining the method of playing a 
hand, the old maxim of ‘second player 
low, third player high’, stands you in 
good stead for most of the time. For 
example, the lead player tables a small 
card in the suit where you hold the ace;
play a low card. Why? It is to give your 
partner the opportunity to win the trick. 
There is an old saying to the effect that 
aces win kings and kings win queens. 
There are of course occasions when as 
second player you will win a low card 
opening lead; holding ace and king of 
the suit led is one such example but 
take with the king, not the ace.
Sixpenny Handley whist drives always 
have a wide range of prizes, both for the 
whist and duplicated for the draw. The 
top prize for both sections is, invariably, 
the potential for a full roast dinner; a 
joint of meat, potatoes and a range of 
vegetables. Usually, the next to be
chosen is the breakfast prize; serial 
with bacon and half-a-dozen eggs. A 
selection of cheese and biscuits are 
always popular, while lesser prizes on 
offer may be canned vegetables or fruit, 
squash, wine and beers.
So, for a minimum outlay of two pounds 
[whist card] and fifty pence [optional] 
for a single strip of four draw tickets 
[you may purchase as many strips 
as you wish], an excellent evening’s 
competitive entertainment is there for 
the taking. I should add that the
2013-2014 competition is drawing to a 

cont’d on page 31
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THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING 
YOUR PROPERTY?

Bassets are a multi award winning estate agents and have claimed the 2012 industry equivalent of 
the Oscar

•	 Valuations	by	highly	experienced	and	qualified	staff.
•	 Informed viewings to showcase your property within the local area and to encourage offers.
•	 Skilled negotiating to secure the best possible sale or rental price.
•	 Unbeatable service to ensure a smooth stress-free move.
•	 All-inclusive lettings service including Fully Managed, Tenant Finding and Private Landlord.
•	 Proud supporters of the Dog’s Trust, Trussell Trust and Food Bank. See our facebook page: 

‘Bassets in the Community’.
YOUR NEAREST BASSETS IS AT:

29-31 High Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1AS
Tel: (01425) 654 766

OFFICES ALSO IN SALISBURY (01722 415 141) AND AMESBURY (01980 676 722)
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Health & Beauty
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Julie James (ITEC)
Massage Therapist

•	 Therapeutic Massage
•	 Hot Stone Massage
•	 Senior Massage

Therapy rooms in 
Fordingbridge 

and  Sixpenny Handley

Contact Julie on
07775 937996 

or 
01725 552698

Gift Vouchers 
available

Vikki Hyler-Total Treatment

Mobile Beauty Therapist

Sixpenny Handley and 
surrounding areas

Offering-Facials, 
Massage, Gellux nails, 
Nail wraps, Manicures, 

Pedicures, Waxing, 
Eyebrow and Eyelash 

Tinting- in the comfort 
of your own home

Fully Insured and 
NVQ3 Qualified

Vikki-01725 552322

info@totaltreatment.co.uk
www.totaltreatment.co.uk

Jane Barrow
Beauty Therapist

Flexible Appointments – including 
evenings and weekends

Sixpenny Handley – 01725 552100
Gift Vouchers Available

Member of the Guild of Beauty Therapists

•	Massage
•	Facials
•	Waxing
•	Pedicures
•	Eyelash	Tinting

JOHN CULLINGFORD BSc(hon) Podiatry
MChS, SRC, HPC registered

FULL FOOT SERVICE AVAILABLE
AROUND CRANBORNE CHASE
Please Phone 01725 516453

Mob. 07796 848693
HOME VISITS WELCOMED

CLINIC AVAILABLE

Wonderful workshops and events are 
occurring at Sarpenela this year.

2014 is proving to be an exciting year 
at Sarpenela Natural Therapies centre. 
Our beautiful Moroccan Marquee had 
arrived and we are getting ready for our 
first Shamanic workshop at the end of 
March. 

There are a huge variety of days being 
organised including crystal exploration, 
herbs for women’s health, yoga and 
healing days and some fantastic 
drumming and dancing workshops. For 
full details and calendar of events visit 
http://www.sarpenela.co.uk/events.php

We are also, very excitingly, on
Facebook too so if you’d like gentle
reminders of events and classes or
simply inspiration in your news feed
please visit www.facebook.com search
for Sarpenela Natural Therapies and
Like us.

There are still a few places left so please
do contact us for more information or a
booking form.
We look forward to hearing from you
soon, Love, Light and Blessings. 

Workshops and Events at Sarpenela

What is Pilates?
Pilates consists of low impact excercises and movements designed to strengthen and lengthen 

muscles safely
What are the benefits?

•	 Primarily it results in good posture 
and great body shape 

•	 It reduces stress, increases blood 
circulation and improves flexibility

•	 It increases bone density and 
improves joint mobility 

•	 It promotes relaxation and correct 
breathing

New Classes in Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. For more contact Claudine on 07788587937

01725 552814 079 2003 1360

Your local independent representative

www.angelbright.co.uk
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311 Squadron, Pavel Vančata, MMP 
Books, Blue Series No 7110, 2013
[Available from Amazon books]

By the early autumn of 1940, and 
against a background of an as yet 
still unresolved Battle of Britain, the 
gradual build up of Bomber Command’s 
operational squadrons had been set
in train. For the United Kingdom the 
prospect of an imminent invasion by 
a triumphant Germany occupied fully 
the minds of those charged with the 
execution of war. The fall of France 
had ensured Germany’s domination of 
Europe’s western seaboard from the 
Arctic Circle to the Pyrenees. Thus, the 
only Command capable of taking the 
war into the enemy camp lay with the 
squadrons of Bomber Command. It 
would be no easy task and though
losses had yet to reach the epic scale of 
the middle war years, casualties were 
being inflicted at an ever increasing 
rate. This was the scenario that formed 
the back-drop to operations conducted 
on the night of 10-11 September 1940, 
when one hundred and six bomber 
crews set out to attack a variety of 
targets ranging from Channel ports, 
where barges were being assembled in 
readiness for the perceived invasion, 
to the Potsdamer Station in Berlin. 
Included in the night’s ‘Battle Order’ 
were three crews drawn from 311 
[Czechoslovak] Squadron.

This was an historic ‘first’ for the 
bomber squadrons raised from 
airmen who had escaped from the 
now occupied countries of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, France and the 
Netherlands and though 311 Squadron 
would be Czechoslovakia’s sole 
representative in Bomber Command, 
its contribution was significant. When 
at the end of April 1942, ‘311’ was 
transferred to Coastal Command, its 
Wellingtons had flown one thousand 

and twenty-nine operational sorties, 
losing twenty-six aircraft in the 
process. Ninety-four airmen had died 
on operations, fifteen had been killed 
on ‘active service’ and thirty-four 
were languishing in prison camps. 
These statistics have been taken from 
Pavel Vančata’s brilliant account of 
a squadron whose personnel were 
continuing to battle against a foe that 
was now occupying their homeland and 
knowing all to well the fate that awaited 
their countrymen and women who rose 
up in opposition.

Having played no small part in the 
‘bombing campaign’, 311 Squadron 
now assumed the rôle of a general 
reconnaissance squadron. As a bomber 
squadron, ‘311’ had claimed three 
enemy aircraft destroyed, plus one 
probably destroyed and an undefined 
number damaged. In Coastal Command 
their air gunners accounted for another 
five destroyed, six probably destroyed 
and fifteen damaged, these figures 
being a combination of claims made 
while equipped with the Wellington and 
from the summer of 1943 onwards, the
potent four-engined Liberator. In just 
over three years of Coastal Command 
duties, aircraft lost on operations fell 
to eighteen though operational deaths 
rose to one hundred and four; the 
unforgiving waters of the North Atlantic 
claiming the majority.

Although only 160 pages in length, the 
book contains not only a wealth of 
information but is the best illustrated 
history of a squadron that has been my 
pleasure to read. Few of the dozens of 
photographs that grace its pages have 
been seen in other publications, while
the twenty-two pages of art work at 
the end of the book is of the highest 
quality, providing the scale aircraft 
modeler with an invaluable reference. 
Recognized as a respected historian, 
Pavel Vančata has not only produced a 

masterpiece in military history but has
set the highest of bench marks for 
anyone wishing to emulate his writing.
MI6 Life and Death in the British Secret 
Service, Gordon Corera, Phoenix, 2012

Central to my review of An English Affair 
[The Downsman August 2013] was the 
‘Profumo Affair‘, the fallout from which 
impacted greatly on Harold MacMillan’s 
government. Security scandals, manna 
from heaven for the ‘popular press’, 
were never far from the public eye
throughout the 1950s and ‘60s. The 
defections to Moscow by Guy Burgess 
and Donald Maclean, followed years 
later by the flight from Beirut by Kim 
Philby, often referred to as the ‘third 
man’ in the nest of betrayers of our 
nation’s secrets; the unmasking of 
Soviet spies, most notably Konon 
Molody, but known to us as ‘Gordon 
Lonsdale’, the enigmatic George 
Blake and later the rather pathetic 
Harry Houghton and his mistress, 
Ethel ‘Bunty’ Gee, all helped to fill the 
newspapers columns, often spiced up 
with the most juicy of details that their 
intrepid reporters could either track 
down, or in many cases ‘invent’.

All of the above, and countless other 
intriguing revelations, post 1949, are 
brought to the fore by Gordon Corera 
who will be known to many as the BBC’s 
Security Correspondent. 
As Corera is careful to point out, this 
is not an authorized account of the 
workings of MI6 but with his far reaching 
knowledge of how security agencies 
across the world function, he
has succeeded in bringing a very 
readable account of their successes, 
and failures. The early chapters, 
unsurprisingly, concentrate on post-war 
Europe; the threat and counter threat 
to Russia’s KGB and the sometimes 
fractured relationship between our 
own security agencies and those of the 
Americans. Many a senior figure on both 
sides of the watery divide had cause 

Book Review
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to rue their inability to admit to, or 
recognize, duplicity within their own
ranks.

Of particular interest is how over the 
years the security services have become 
more ‘transparent’ in their methods of 
operations. For years the very existence 
of MI6 was officially denied and the 
name of its director was never revealed. 
Then, in the 1960s with the advent of 
the James Bond films and the excellent 
BBC television serial Tinker Taylor
Soldier Spy, plus the aforementioned 
reports of security lapses et al, the 
public’s interest in such matters was 
well and truly awakened. Here it is 
worth reminding ourselves that Bond
was the invention of Ian Fleming 
who had worked in naval intelligence 
during the Second World War, while 
Tinker Taylor Soldier Spy flowed from 
the pen of David Cornwell, but better 
known to his millions of devoted 
readers as ‘John le Carre and whose 
background in the security world was 
of no small importance. Now, of course, 
the directors of all three of our prime 
security organizations, MI5, MI6 and 
GCHQ are in the public domain.

Finally, the ramifications that have 
stemmed from the turbulent world of 
the Middle East and Afghanistan are 
dealt with at length while, Corera’s 
analysis of the events leading up
to the second Gulf War and the way 
that the politicians on both sides of 
the Atlantic [George Bush, Dick Cheney 
and the egotist Tony Blair] “used” 
intelligence more for their own ends in 
justifying the war, rather than allowing 
the work of the UN teams of arms
inspectors sent to Iraq to prove, or 
disprove, the existence of Saddam 
Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction 
to continue, is of the highest standard 
of reporting.

As the world advances ever further 

into the 21st Century the methods 
used by the security agencies to gather 
intelligence has raised serious concerns 
regarding ‘privacy’ and ‘civil liberties‘, 
but against a background of threat to so 
many aspects of our daily lives we
should be eternally grateful for the 
vigilance of those responsible for our 
safety as a nation.

Bill Chorley

Private Chapel Monumental Mason
Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ

Richard has no association at all with I.N. Newman LTD, trading as
‘Richard T. Adlem Funeral Director‘, and should not be confused with them.

RICHARD ADLEM MBE

practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS

close with the lead fluctuating between 
Kingsley White and Stuart Haskell. 
At the time of preparing this column, 
Kingsley headed Stuart by a mere seven 
points, with Sylvia Morrision adrift by 
twenty-five points from the two top
contenders but continuing to hold on to 
third place ahead of Doug Haskell.
Bridge, which is held each Tuesday 
afternoon at the Sports‘ Pavilion, 
continues to enjoy strong support and 
recent highlights have been a small 
slam in clubs played by John Davis 
[declarer] and Ray Wise, while Vic 
Hatton [declarer] partnering Elizabeth 
Wyn Davis landed a doubled four spades 
contact. A really fine performance from 
a player whose bridge experience is 
relatively new.

Bill Chorley
wr.chorley@gmail.com
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Lily Lou’s Cakes

Gorgeous Homemade Cakes and 
Cupcakes for Every Occasion

Affordable Prices, Made Locally
2 Hour Cupcake and Cookie 

Workshops
Available for Groups and 

Individuals
Ring Sarah on: 01722 336085

Mobile: 07846 443797
www.lilylouscakes.co.uk
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DAIRY HOUSE PLANTS
FIFIELD BAVANT, SP5 5HT

(Chalke Valley)
Do you need help organising 

your garden?
I offer practical, down-to-earth advice for 
small and medium gardens, starting with 

an informal chat, a walk around your 
garden and hand-written ideas for your 

particular needs.
I also offer plants at competitive prices.

Nursery open by appointment, or 
April - October, Saturdays and Sundays

Ring 079070 069599
e-mail: janeyadrian@aol.co.uk

We care for your lawn so if you would like a healthy lawn to 
be proud of and enjoy call us now.

Lawn Renovation
Yearly Maintenance Program

Free quotation, with no obligation. Results guaranteed.
Call now 0845 603 5586 / 01258 455599

or email weedman@btconnect.com

- Fertilisation - Weed Control
- Moss Control - Aeration
- Scarification - Reseeding

Gardening

Wanted
Space for cordwood 

storage / log 
conversion.

Area to compost 
chippings & clippings.

Return for rent or 
free logs and garden 

chores.

Tel; Paul, 
Dorset trees & hedges

01725552985 / 
07771710919

Weed Man has been reorganised to 
provide more service capacity.  We are 
adding a second van and increasing 
back office support.  We have always 
tried to “go the extra mile” for our 
customers.  This year we will be even 
more flexible and responsive to the 
increased needs of all our customers’: 
a very necessary and timely step in the 

right direction we think, given this last 
winter’s “wash out”, and following an 
unusually problematic horticultural 
year throughout 2013.  We are just down 
the A354 and “on call” to help any of 
your readers who are disappointed with 
the look and condition of their lawns.

The Weed Man’s Lawn

Ring 01725 552362

Reliable Handyman
for

General Maintenance
Painting and Decorating

Gardening, etc.
Reasonable rates

BEN COOMBS
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Gardeners Notes

April

May
- Continue to plant out potatoes,      
   onions and shallots
 - Start to grow outside root vegetable/ 
   brassica and other salad vegetables
   - Move plants from greenhouses to   
    cold frames to adjust them
     - Plant out sweet pea seedlings (or  
      sow direct)
       - Sow marrows/courgettes and        
         gourds in pots

Considering your companion plants? Find out the benefits 
of certain plants and what they repel to help you keep your 
garden safe. 
Consider flowers such as tagetes/marigolds and nasturtium 
which can bring colour and interest while your plants grow.

- Plant out tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers 
and chilli’s into larger pots/ grow bags
  - Regular watering is essential especially in   
   greenhouses, they can dry up quickly.
   - Create structures for your peas and 
      beans
      - Plant out marrows/courgettes and 
       gourds under glass or cloches
       - Start regular sowing of salad 
          leaves
        - Earth up soil around potato shoots

Keep a eye out for later frosts as you may need to protect 
your young seedlings. fleece or cloches can provide 
protection.
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CATCHPOLE LAW........................................................on law

Law

CATCHPOLE LAW
A Law Practice based in Sixpenny Handley, with specialist focus on:-

                           *  WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING *  INHERITANCE AND CAPITAL GAINS TAX ADVICE

                           *  POWERS OF ATTORNEY   *  DEATH IN SERVICE AND PENSION TRUSTS 

                           *  PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION *  CHARITIES 

                           *  VARIATIONS OF ESTATES   *  RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY WORK 

                            *  TRUSTS         *  CARE OF THE ELDERLY and more… 

                                              APPOINTMENTS IN THE OFFICE OR AT YOUR OWN HOME

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE 01725 552788 
to speak to Michael Catchpole, Robert Stone or Richard Wallace-Lower

We are delighted to be sponsoring a talk at this year’s Chalke Valley History Festival – “Challenging the Myths of WWI” by Dan Snow on 
Friday 27th June.  We are also delighted to be sponsoring the Sixpenny Handley Waistcoat Festival on Saturday 17th May.

Principal:  Michael Catchpole, Solicitor
Registered	Office:		Hill	House,	Sixpenny	Handley,	Salisbury,	Wiltshire,	SP5	5NT

Catchpole Law is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No:  513783)

The Cost of Care
It is estimated that within 25 years, a 
quarter of the UK’s population will be 
over 60 and with the majority of people 
being expected to contribute towards 
costs of care, it is no surprise that this is 
a topic  often at the forefront of people’s 
mind.

Who pays for a care home?
Before a Local Authority takes 
responsibility for the costs of an 
individual’s care, it must carry out two 
assessments:
1. an assessment as to whether an 

individual needs care; and
2. a financial assessment (means 

test).
Even if an individual is assessed 
as not entitled to a Local Authority 
contribution to the costs of care, the 
Local Authority must still satisfy itself 

that the appropriate arrangements can 
be made by the individual or others on 
his behalf.  The advantage of this is that 
the cost and task of arranging the care, 
although not the care itself, are borne 
by the Local Authority.

The means test
If an individual has available capital of 
over £23,250, they are treated as being 
able to meet the full cost of care. 
Individuals with capital between 
£14,250 and £23,250 are expected to 
make some contribution from capital 
and income
Individuals with less than £14,250 
should not have to make any 
contribution from capital, but may still 
have to contribute from income.  

Assets included in the means test
Capital such as bank and building 

society accounts, National Savings 
accounts, premium bonds, stocks and 
shares and property.

Assets excluded from means testing
An individual’s property (or share of a 
property) will usually be included in the 
assets subject to the means test.  There 
are, however, occasions where it may 
not be included such as where a partner 
still occupies the property and where 
a relative aged 60 or over lives in the 
property.
The following assets are also excluded:
•	 personal possessions (except where 

personal possessions have been 
purchased to avoid the charge)

•	 the surrender value of life 
assurance policies

•	 if an individual is a beneficiary 
of a trust and does not have an 
immediate right to capital

cont’d page 35
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CBA Services 
 

No time for your bookkeeping, admin 
or completion of your tax return, 
then call CBA Services who offer a 

friendly, professional and 
confidential service, tailored to your 

specific requirements.  Telephone 
01725 552955 or 07895 913546 

offers the following:
             Bookkeeping           Account          Admin/secretarial

Preparation and submission of Personal/Trust Tax Returns

A friendly, professional and confidential service, 
tailored to your specific requirements.

www.cba-services.co.uk                                 cchapman.cba@gmail.com

Telephone 01725 552955 or 07895 913546

CBA Services

CBA Services..................... 2014 Budget
Lifetime planning

Individuals often do tax and estate 
planning which results in gifts being 
made to family members or monies 
being put into trust.  Such planning 
may also have the effect of ring fencing 
assets so that they would not be 
included in a means test.  We can help 
with this.  

Deprivation of capital
Care has to be taken when financial 
planning decisions are made which 
result in an individual’s assets being 
reduced as a local authority may rely 
on rules which allows it to take into 
account the value of assets given away 
when means testing.  
What is considered by a Local Authority 
on assessment is whether any assets 
have been intentionally or deliberately 
removed by an individual to avoid 
paying for care fees.  A Local Authority 
has to show that there was an intention 
to deprive in order to take capital into 
account.  Ringfencing capital through a 
Will is excluded.

The timing and motivation behind a 
disposal are key factors.    

There are many reasons why people 
choose to give away assets or ring fence 
assets in trust.  For example, a trust may 
be created for the benefit of children 
but to also protect those assets in the 
event of the children’s death, divorce or 
bankruptcy.  

There are therefore options available 
which would not fall foul of the 
deprivation of capital rules but care has 
to be taken.

Since the last Edition of the Downsman, 
George Osborne has delivered the 2014 
Budget.
Briefly the changes that will take place 
for the new tax year, (from 6 April 2014) 
are as follows.  I have also included 
rates and allowances which will come 
into effect from 6 April 2015.

Personal tax
2014/15 2015/16

Personal allowance 
(PA) (age >65  6/4/14)

£10,000 £10,500

PA (age 65-74 before 
6/4/14)

£10,500 £10,500

From 6 April 2015 taxpayers may elect to 
transfer up to 10% (£1,000) of their tax 
free PA to a spouse/civil partner as long 
as they are not liable to higher rate tax.

Income tax rates
2014/15 2015/16

Starting savings rate 
10%/0% (2015/16)

£0 - £2,880 £0 - £5,000

Basic rate 20% £0-£31,865 £0-£31,785

Higher rate 40% £31,866 - 
£150,000

£31,786 - 
£150,000

Additional higher 
rate 45%

£150,001 + £150,001 +

Capital Gains Tax
The annual exemption will be £11,000 
for 2014/15 and £11,100 for 2015/16.
From 6 April 2014, if you intend to 
have two properties at the same time 
principal private residence relief is now 
restricted to 18 months.

Inheritance tax
As announced in last year’s Budget the 
nil rate band threshold for inheritance 
tax has been frozen to £325,000 until 
2017/18.
Individual savings account (ISA)
The ISA and junior ISA limits will 
be increased to £15,000 and £4,000 
respectively from 1 July 2014.  

Pensions
From 6 April 2014 the amount you can 
contribute to your pension scheme with 
tax relief has been reduced to £40,000.
The tax-free lifetime allowance for the 
value of your pension pot is cut from 
£1.5m to £1.25m.

cont’d from page 34
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Gone Sailing
When?

I was thinking of renaming this log, 
‘when am I gonna go sailing?’ for the 
weather has been awful with very 
strong winds and some damage to 
yachts afloat and ashore, no problems 
with those I sail on though! (Double 
up the mooring lines, clear the decks, 
secure halyards etc., extra ties or 
remove furling genoas, etc.). However 
there have been some tentative forays 
to sea, usually with double reefed main 
and genoa, and recently a really good 
day, tide good, but winds light, warm 
and sunny! And so hoisted the bright 
yellow cruising chute and took the tide 
to Beaulieu.

Reflections and Recollections
After mentioning my personal log 
last time, that set me thinking about 
particular sailing events that still 
amuse. I once sailed a Laser (for those 
who are not familiar – a simple, no 
frills, single sail, one design, dinghy, fun 
and fast) a bright yellow hull. ‘Sneaky 
Mustard’ which I enjoyed sailing on the 
Teifi estuary near Cardigan.
I was persuaded to join in a club race, 
with a mixed fleet racing on handicap. 
The course was roughly triangular, 
starting near the river entrance, first 
mark somewhat upriver. Unusually I 
made a good start, and found myself at 
the front of the fleet (wow!), so how to 
stay there? Check sail trim, one or two 
minor tweaks, aha! dagger board up a 
bit, and then a bit of lateral thinking, 
the rest of the fleet drew more than my 
light Laser, and would have to follow 
the curved channel, but I could sail 
straight across the now covered sands 
(only about 6’’ deep, but enough), so 
up more with board and rudder, and 
with tide with us, away we go. The plan 
worked, and yet more distance between 
us, I was first round the first mark, and 

with that advantage romped home. In 
the club bar later there were mutterings 
about proper course and protest, but 
OOD confirmed my win – tee hee! 

Bunkside Reading
Well, actually more of a coffee table, 
or chart table book this one, ‘Sailing 
Legends’ The Whitbread Round 
The World Race/Volvo Ocean Race, 
obtainable from Museo Volvo Ocean 
Race, Puerto de Alicante. Bought for 
me by some friends visiting the Museo. 
Amazing account of these races, 
skippers and crew, and, some great 
photos. ‘Claim to Fame’ – I used to race 
with one of the Skippers in the book 
(but he was not a skipper at that time!). 
So if you are in Alicante – pay it a visit.

In the Media
If you missed Tom Cunliffe’s series, ‘The 
Boats that Made Britain’,BBC4 keep a 
lookout for it, bound to be repeated, 
and quite fascinating. Warning! There 
is a ‘Jeremy Clarkson’ moment when, 
in order to demonstrate handling of flat 
bottomed craft, Tom fixes an outboard 
on a skip, and proceeds up river under 
power.

Offshore Wind Farms
A reminder to visit www.
challengenavitus.org.uk to catch up on 
what is going on.

Get Aboard
LTSC Open Day Sunday 6th April,10:00 
– 16:00, Bath Road, Lymington, SO41 
3SE. Drop in and see what The Club has 
to offer you, displays; dinghy, yachts, 
cruising, racing, motor boats, training, 
social. Try a sail (yachts and dinghys, 
but subject to weather and availability). 
You do not need a boat to join, The Club 
has four RS Visions dinghys for members 
use, and there are plenty of crewing 

opportunities on yachts. I will be there 
in the morning, so come and say ‘hello’, 
you will be given membership for the 
day, so you can enjoy a drink and lunch 
in the Solent Room. www.ltsc.co.uk .
‘Push The Boat Out’ RYA 17 – 18 May, 
confirmation that LTSC will be joining in, 
www.rya.org.uk/PTBO .

Light Reading
As usual, spice up your coffee in PO with 
some nautical reading. (Actually I do 
spice up my coffee with either; roasted 
cardamoms – Bedouin style, mixed 
spice, or nutmeg. Do try it, black and no 
sugar!)

Cast Off
Spring is here, and it is all of a flurry and 
action in the boatyard, let’s get on the 
water and go sailing.

Adam

HB Accounting
YOUR LOCAL 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Services provided to 
Sole Traders and Small Businesses:

•	 Financial accounts prepared
•	   Personal & Corporate tax returns

•	   Bookkeeping 
•	   Payroll and PAYE services

•	   Value Added Tax 
•	 		Budgets	and	Cashflows

For all your accounting enquiries 
please contact:

Mrs Holly Brewer ACA
Mobile: 07970 647 258

Email: email@hbaccounting.co.uk
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Rob’s Column

Quiz Answers 
1. Gold Hill, Shaftesbury, Dorset. 
2. Bank clerk,  David Copperfield,   

frequent expectation    “Some thing 
will turn up”

3. Cook, and eat it.   Smoked haddock 
fillet,    unlike kippers which are 
herring.

4. Tolpuddle Martyrs,   Tolpuddle,   
Dorset,  Poor wages, Deportation to 
Australia. 

5. Colliton Walk   Nr Top of town 
roundabout. Dorchester,  Sat 
watching the traffic !!!

6. Get by with a “ With a little help 
from my friends”

7. Bell ringing.  
8. A word  formed from Initial  letters 

from other words  eg   BBC  or BT     

I’m Nobody! Who are you?
I’m nobody! Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?
Then there’s a pair of us -don’t tell!
They’d banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog
To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!

Just got a letter from the Original 
Society saying my application to join 
was unsuccessful
“I’m not sure what to make of it“

I tried to catch some fog.
I mist.

What’s a funny thing about a pair of 
legs?
The bottoms at the top.

Use your Eyes
If you’re bored with life - just use your 
eyes,
Look at all those stars up in the skies,
Take a walk along some country lane,
Use your eyes a bit and think again.

Go and study Nature’s book of works,
Watch the ducks, the sheep, the fish, the 
birds,
And the insects darting to and fro,
It’s a great and fascinating show.

Get out of your self and  you will see,
Something that will cure your malady,
A world of wonder all around you lies,
Look out of your window - use your 
eyes.

Patience Strong

How can anybody see out of the corner 
of their when eyes are round?

Life is stirring all around,

As winter slips it’s hold,
In hedgerow, tree and in the ground,
Buds and blooms unfold,
Lighter nights will bring some cheer,
Spring has sprung, it’s very clear.

The weather may be wet and wild,
With flooding, wind and snow,
People’s lives made misery,
Their spirits at a low.
But hope among the gloom is found,
When friends and neighbours rally 
round.

Choose a word that makes you smile,
And fills you full of cheer,
A word that makes you happier,
Than others that you hear,
Now write it down and keep it close,
And read it when you need it most.

Are you feeling old and tired
And think you look your worst?
Don’t contemplate the surgeons knife,
Try this solution first,
To lift your face in natural style,
All you have to do is smile.

I’ve always had an over active 
imagination, like that time I found 
myself drowning in an ocean of Tango.
It took me a while to work out it was a 
Fanta-sea.

A fella was sitting there holding a piece 
of rope in the air. I said “What’s that for”. 
He said “It’s a weather gauge”.“How 
can you predict weather with a piece of 
rope?” I asked
“Easy, when the rope swings back and 
forth it’s windy, when it gets wet it’s 
raining” he replied.

There’s so much joy in simple things
That don’t cost very much
A setting sun, A slice of cake
A loved one’s gentle touch.

So don’t be down if money’s tight,
For life still offers love and light.

Todays mighty oak is just yesterdays nut 
that held it’s ground.

The older you get, the better you realise 
you were!

I always call a spade a spade until the 
other night when I stepped on one end 
in the dark.

I couldn’t understand why my mobile’s 
battery always seemed to be flat. Then 
I realised had it been any other shape it 
wouldn’t fit in my phone.

Do you have a good idea to help 
somebody out,
But feel a little shy and scared, your not 
the sort to shout,
But do not fear, for here’s a fact,
Good things happen if you act!

Rob Jesse
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Fees & Funding
3-5 years 

£9.90 per session
£3.30 per hour

 (funding available 
for 3-5 year olds)

2-3 years 
£12.00 per session

£4.00 per hour

Sessions
3-5 years 

Monday to Thursday:
8:45am-11:45am

&  
11:45am-2:45pm

2-3 years 
Friday: 

8:45am - 11:45am

Registered Charity no. 1137622

www.thelittlepennies.co.uk     
info@thelittlepennies.co.uk
Tel: Margaret 01725 552608

“Children are happy and feel 
exceptionally safe [and show] 

excellent behaviour and 

good manners”  
Successful OFSTED 

report 2010

Purpose built pre-school at 
Sixpenny Handley First School 

Situated in Ebbesbourne Wake Village Hall

Just: 10 minutes from Sixpenny Handley, 5 minutes from Broad Chalke & 10 minutes from Tisbury

Come and take a look or request a prospectus.

Contact Angela, Karen or Nicky on 01722 781069 or send us an email to 

brightsparksare@aol.com

£3 per hour for 2-4 yr olds
 

£3.50 per hour for 1-2 yr olds

Holiday Club available 
during school holidays

One of the few local nurseries who take children aged 1 year

Owned and run by Angela, Karen & Nicky for the past 12 years

Unique village setting 

with outside space & 

large playing field

9 until 4 Monday-Thursday

9 until 3 on Fridays

Noticeboard

Happy Nappy meets every Monday 
in  the Village Hall 

from 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Singing and Fun 
for Babies and Children 

...with coffee, tea and a chat for 
adults at our friendly group...

Children 50p, Adults £1
Emma Reeks 0777 909 58 63
Karen Adams 01725 552391

Teddy Bears 
Drop-in

Thursdays  10:30—12 noon,
in term times.

Carers and small children are 
welcome for a chat, coffee and 

play in St Mary’s Church

Swim and play 
sessions

Babies from 3 months 
through to pre-school 

children at Sandroyd School 
The sessions will be on a Friday 
morning from 8.45- 9.45 (in the 
pool) Coffee will be served until 

11.00am.
Cost- £25.00 (5 week block)
Tel: 01725- 553208 to book.

or chookes-gosney@sandroyd.com
We look forward to welcoming you…
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Little and Lol

 
www.chalkevalleyplayschool.co.uk 

admin@chalkevalleyplayschool.co.uk 
Tel: 01722 781072 

 

We take children from the age of 20 months up to 5 
years and offer after school care. 

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm term time only. 

Purpose built building in the grounds of  
Broad Chalke Primary School. 

 

  
  
  
 

  
  
 
  

 
 

                      Registered Charity no. 1029398 
 

 

 

 

 

Little and Lol are looking forward to 
the music, merriment and mayhem at 
then Waistcoat Festival on 17th May. In 
school they are going to be finding out 
all about the fire that happened in 1892 
and burnt many of the houses Handley.

They are going to make lanterns for 
the Lantern Parade in the evening and 
are asking their Mum to find them a 
waistcoat each so they can be part of 
the fun... 
What colour waistcoat do you think they 
would like? Can you colour them in nice 
and brightly so they are ready for their 
day out?
Did you know one little boy buried his 
lunch in the front garden to save it from 
the fire? 

And the reason for the waistcoats? After 
the fire people donated spare clothes to 
the people of Handley and it was said 
you could tell a Handley man as he wore 
two waistcoats!

The Little Pennies 
Pre-school

The Little Pennies are continuing with 
our Spring through the Easter period 
and into the summer term, growing our 
own veg and watching chicks hatch. We  
will also be preparing or the Waistcoat 
Festival.

We will be working with story teller 
Michele O’Brien to engage the Little 
Pennies with the story of the Handley 
Fire. We will be talking about fire safety, 
building a junk model of Handley and 
experimenting with colour mixing to 
create amazing fire pictures. The results 
of our project will be seen at the festival 
on 17th May. We will also be having 
our Little Pennies Lollies stall in the 
Children’s Garden, so please come and 
support us there!



Date Function Page Day Club or Group Page

10 Apr Annual Parish Assembly, Meeting of 
Electors, Village Hall

6

12 Apr Nobody’s Business 11

16 Apr Memories of Handley Talk 5

17 Apr Bingo 5

23 Apr Village Hall Annual General Meeting

7 May Archeologist Reveals All @ Pentridge 14

7 May Parish Council Public Meeting - CLT 6

10 May Samantha Sings the Shows 8

11 May Larmer Tree Open Day 12

15 May Bingo 5

17 May Waistcoat Festival 13

24 May Guided Walk @ Pentridge 14

4 Jun Mike Denham & Sunset Cafe Stompers 10

14 Jun Acoustic Live in Village Hall : Arch Garrison

19 Jun Bingo 5

Mon Happy Nappy : Village Hall 10:00 - 11:30
Weekly in Term Time

Mon WI Meetings : Village Hall : 2nd Monday of Month

Mon Scouts : Scout Hut 19:00-21:00 : Term Time

Tue Sixpenny Handley Tennis Adult Club Session 7pm

Wed Cards : Village Hall
Third Wednesday in the month

Wed Beavers, Cubs, Explorers : Scout Hut : Term Time

Thu Mothers’ Union : 
Second Thursday in the Month 14:45

Thu Teddy Bears Drop-in : Church 10:30 - 12:00
Weekly in Term Time

Thu Bingo : Village Hall 7:30 start
Third Thursday in the month

(Excluding August)

Fri Chase Community Friends Lunch
Village Hall : 2nd Friday in the Month

Sun St Mary’s Church
9:30 Traditional 11:00 Informal

18:00 Evensong 
Alternating weeks St Rumbold’s 11:15  Gussage St 

Andrew 9:30

Want to see your event or club listed here? Please email editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Clayesmore Nursery is opening its doors to 
under fives for a series of  free play sessions.

www.clayesmore.com

Is your little explorer looking 
for a new adventure?

Our next two sessions are: 30th April and 14th May 2014 from 
9.15am-10.30am

Enjoy coffee and a chat with fellow parents while your mini 
adventurers explore, create and play - both inside and outdoors!

See our website to find out how your
little one can join the fun!

Coming soon 
Dorset Day

Sunday
27th April 2014 
Family fun day
celebrating the 

delights of  Dorset!

Whole School 
Open Day

10th May 201410am-2pm


