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Selection for England 
Karate Federation 

National Squad
Ethan has been selected into the England 

Karate Federation National Squad 
for kata. He had to attend 2 selection 

sessions in Walsall before being selected. 
There are only 31 on the England male 

kata team, 3 in Ethan’s age category 
(the youngest, which is 12+13yrs). 

He will be required to train with the 
England Squad every month, usually 
in Walsall. Hopefully he will then get 
selected to compete in competitions, 

representing England, both nationally 
and internationally. 

Ethan was awarded his black belt in July 
2018. He trains 3x a week in New Milton, 

Ringwood and Poole and most weekends 
in New Milton. He trains with coaches 

Collin and Danny Rudkin in the Southern 
England Karate Federation (SEKF). Ethan 

competes in katas...
“Kata is a Japanese word describing 

detailed patterns of movements. Karate 
kata are executed as a specified series 

of a variety of moves, with stepping and 
turning, while attempting to maintain 

perfect form.”

Ethan was due to go to Bulgaria in March 
to compete in the International Open 
in Sofia, Cyprus in May and Venice in 
December to take part in the Karate 
1 Youth League (K1’s) where you can 

earn a World ranking. He also has 

several National competitions lined up 
throughout the year.  

Due to the corona virus the next likely 
competition will be Zaragoza in Spain in 
October and he will be training at home 

for the time being.

Ethan would love any form of 
sponsorship (please contact  

editor@thedownsman.org.uk and I will 
pass on your details)

If anyone is interested in joining the 
SEKF, contact Collin Rudkin on 07966 

303585 or Danny Rudkin  on  07813 
329710.



Police  
Nicholas Lee, Verwood Police Stn  07825 521761
                                   01202 222222

Dementia Friend Champion Hazel Kileen 552980
Sixpenny Handley Allotment Holders Association 
Chairman John Curtis    552397
Secretary Steve Barrett    552121
Schools 
First School Handley First School   552356
Middle School Cranborne Middle School 517348
Upper School Queen Elizabeth’s  School 
  Wimborne         01202 885233
Little Pennies Pre-School   552997
Matt Reeks (Chairperson)    07825 054376 
Becky Wallworth (Business Manager)  01725 552997
Happy Nappy Club 
  Lucy Barr   07508 691323
  Milly Bones  07525 248890 
1st Woodcutts Scout Group
Group Scout Leader John Curtis   552397
Explorers Anthony  Brown   552814    
Scout Leader Rob Easton    552038
Cub Leader Andy Young  01258 830861
Beaver Leader       Jane Scott   01725 516294
Scout Hut Bookings Pete Wilkinson 
  bookings@firstwoodcutts.org.uk
6D4all Youthclub
Liz 01425 654467       Vicky 01725 552549       Graham 01725 516973
Sixpenny Handley W.I. (Formed in 1922) 
President Mrs Bobbie Carter   552042
Secretary Mrs Margaret Jones   552358
Sixpenny Handley Mothers’ Union
Contact:   Sue Curtis      552397
Chase Community Friends
Chairman Vic Hatton  01258 841321
Secretary Penny Adams  01725 552218 
Sixpenny Handley CLT
Chairman Simon Parker
Secretary Jenny Netherton   07830 188 589
Sixpenny Handley Sports Association
Sports Pavilion Bookings      552211
Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
President Ron Jermyn  552424
Secretary Colin Chambers    552796
Treasurer Ann Adams  552284
Handley Sports Club
Chairman & Treasurer  Mark Young    552741
Secretary & Team Div 3 Manager - Adam Day  01258 452481
Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 
Chairman Alex Thomas   01725 516320 
Membership/Treasurer    Stephanie Chick 552557
Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club
Evening Captain David Cross    552640
Citizens’ Advice Bureau
Wimborne Branch    01202 884738
Ferndown Branch    01202 893838
Out of Hours Service   0808 223 1133

Police non-emergency number                                 101
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Parish Councillors Sixpenny Handley 
Chairman Cllr C Taylor   553148
  Cllr D Adams    552284
  Cllr R Adams    553032
  Cllr D Chick     552557
  Cllr S Meaden    552715
  Cllr S McLean                              552910
  Cllr Mrs M New    552539
Vice-Chair Cllr J Reed    516390
  Cllr A Turner  552735
Pentridge Cllr Gino Salvia    553076
Clerk  Ciona Nicholson   552211
Parish Office      552211
Dorset Council       Cllr Piers Brown       07511 146811
  Email:  cllrpiers.brown@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  
Member Parliament  Simon Hoare   02072 192787
Rights of Way Liaison Officers
Sixpenny Handley J Reed     516390
Pentridge Mrs M Jones    552358
The Downsman Team
Editor  Naomi Booth editor@thedownsman.org.uk
Treasurer , Distribution 
& Advertising Tony Gibb 552704   
  adverts@thedownsman.org.uk
Churches
Church of England St. Mary’s, Sixpenny Handley 
   St. Rumbold’s, Pentridge 
   St. Andrews, Gussage St.Andrew
Vicar Revd Canon Richard Hancock, The Vicarage
   60 High Street, Sixpenny Handley 552182
Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Lourdes &
 St. Cecilia, Blandford Forum 
Priest Fr Chacko Panathara  01258 452051
Doctors  Drs. Morgan, Taubman & Hawdon
 Dean Lane Surgery    552500
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Chairman Carole Wyatt    552572
Vice Chairman  Paul Styles  552544
Treasurer Tracey Lownds  552414 
Bookings Janice Bicker    07951 056069 
Pentridge Village Hall
Chairman  Tarka King   tarkaking@gmail.com
Vice Chairman  Richard Pollen  pollen@richardpollen.com
Treasurer Colin Taylor  553148
Bookings  Graham Elford   07882 264160
Email: info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Overall Co-ordinator & Police Focal Point
  John  Curtis    552397
Co-ordinators 
Area 1 - Dean Lane Adam Ralph   552265
2 - Lower Handley David Chick  552557 
3 - Upper Handley  John Clarke  552674
4 - Deanland & N.E. Pete Wilkinson 553150
5 - West & South Simon Meaden    552715
Other Areas (These are separate Homewatch Schemes)
Pentridge Roy Elford    552911
Woodyates
Sugery     552500 
NHS non-emergency number  111

Directory



Copy deadline for the 
next edition
15th May
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The next edition will be published from
1st June 2020

A different year...
Well, it may be that lots will be said about this year in the 
future. Now it feels like stepping on quicksand as things are 
changing hour-to-hour and day-to-day with the coronavirus 
outbreak. Thankfully our community is picking up the 
changes, and as different measures are drawn up and 
decided upon by governments and groups we are all still 
looking out for each other, online, on the phone and with 

Editorial

Next edition

Advertising deadline
10th May 

Payment must be made before the 
advertising deadline to be included.

Please make every effort to meet the 
deadline so that we have time for printing, 
production and distribution.

If possible please email  your articles to 
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Our advertising offers great value. The 
Downsman is currently delivered to over 
700 households within the parish.
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk for 
more details. 

Advertisement Costs
Size

Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle
Large Square

Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition

£2.50
£5 

£10 
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate

 -
£25 
£50

£125
£175
£250

Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle V
H

Large Square
Half Page

Whole Page

Image area*
30 words

59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm

122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm 

Advertisement Sizes

Sorry - we are unable to 
include flyers

*without frame which will be added by 
us.
If you need us to set your advert please 
add a one-off £5 fee.

Advertising

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Directory  
Noticeboard
Parish News      
Village Hall
WI Report

2
4
6
6 

11

Seeker
Health & Beauty 
Gardening  
Gone Sailing
Rob’s Column

21 
26 
35 
28 
40

c/o The Parish Office, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA

Naomi Booth

More about the parish can be found at www.sixpennyhandley.info

practical measures where possible. See the Noticeboard for more information on the 
Parish Council COVID 19 Support available and do get in touch with the team if you need 
help or can volunteer.

For small businesses who may be struggling, Catherine from CBA Services has written all 
about the updates on the budget and the coronavirus measures from the government.

It is great to see a local boy doing so well on a national stage. Congratulations to Ethan on 
his selection for the England squad, I hope he gets to represent his country in the coming 
year despite the coronavirus halting so many events.

Also well done to the Cubs, Beavers, Scouts and families who took part in the community 
litter pick last weekend, it’s really heartwarming to see so many of you out enjoying tidying 
up our public spaces.

Another success was the first Repair Café and clothes swap hosted by Sustainable Handley. 
I know the Recycle Café had to be postponed this month, but look forward to handing over 
my foil and used pens when it is able to be run again.

Thank you to the Artsreach team at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall, The Bird Show and 
Womans were well received in my household and we look forward to whatever comes 
next!

The CCIO community dinner raised over thousands pounds for Dorset & Somerset Air 
Ambulance, a great amount raised for a very worthy cause.

I’d also like two point you towards the Clerk’s Corner where David Adams has written 
about public rights of way for all walkers, dog walkers and cyclists.
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To the Editor

Penny Llama And Alpaca 
Rescue

Organic Poop for sale. No need 
to rot down can be used straight 

away, low in phosphorus.  
20 bags plus free local delivery. 

£1.20 per bag.

Tel: (01725) 552061

‘The ugliest village in Dorset’??
I liked your summary of the fire of Handley 
[Feb Downsman], I’m not sure however 
that agree with Sir Frederick Treves 
statement ‘The ugliest village in Dorset’ 
still holds the same credence as it did in 
the early twentieth century.

Have you ever been to Wool?  

Beauty isn’t skin deep, Handley is thriving 
and has an amazing community spirit 
because of its history, giving it a mix of 
housing and people from all sorts of 
backgrounds.  How many villages in Dorset 
are dead because they don’t have this, 
just a collection of pretty houses? The 
village still has many traditional crafts 
represented, a thatcher, brewer, butcher/
abattoir, upholsterer, spar maker, several 
hurdle makers the list goes on not to 
mention the wealth of arts activities which 
are organised by the villagers. This all adds 
to its cultural value within Dorset.  Perhaps 
we could agree instead that it’s the ugliest 
village in Cranborne chase ; but celebrate 
the fact that we have an amazing and 
beautiful community.

We were buoyed up by your fantastic 
response to the Repair Cafe, a great success 
all round thanks to Ian Callaghan. Jo had a 
lovely queue for her refill stall at Town Farm 
Workshop, thank you for supporting her, we 
hope to have her back soon.

Thanks to the splendid volunteer team at the Repair Cafe. Sewing Queen Sarah Fradgley still 
hard at work, lots of ticks against the items brought in for fixing!    Photo Ian Callaghan

Queue at the refill stall at Town Farm Workshop - Photo ashmills.com

Sarah our sewing queen- Photo ashmills.com

Jane getting her computer repaired 
 - Photo ashmills.com

Christmas lights being repaired 
 - Photo ashmills.com
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Downsman Noticeboard
If your group is staging an event or needs help, use this free space to tell everyone!

Noticeboard

Sixpenny Handley  
Youth Club 

6D Handley Village Hall
Age 10 - 16 welcome

facebook.com/6d4all

Contact Liz 01425 654467, Vicky 01725 
552549, Graham 01725 516973

 Wednesday 
Coffee Morning

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
THERE WILL BE NO 

WEDNESDAY COFFEE MORNING 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE

Chase Community 
Friends

No Chase Community Friends 
lunches until further notice Opening Times:

Tuesdays  
10.00am -12.00noon 

Friday  
8.30am-10.00am

Thursdays - 1st & 3rd of 
month 

Thursday   2nd of April
Thursday   16th of April
Thursday   7th of May
Thursday   21 of May

Parish 
Library

Parish Council 
COVID 19 Support

What:
Ensuring anyone in isolation gets 

the support they need.

By:
Establishing a network of 

volunteers who can stay in 
contact, deliver 

shopping etc

How:
If you are able to Volunteer or 

need support contact  
Andy Turner 

Email 
andydturner@outlook.com

Or Phone 01725 552735

For Updates Visit:
Facebook -

Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge 
PC - COVID 19 Outbreak Support

OR 
NextDoor APP

Church 
Live Feed on Facebook 10am

Search for :  
St Mary’s Church, Sixpenny 

Handley

1st Woodcutts

6-8 years old? 
Come and join us on 

Tuesday or Wednesday 
5-6pm at 1st Woodcutts 
Scout HQ, just outside 

Sixpenny Handley  
Online  activities planned 

during this term.
info on page 16

Fancy a new 
challenge?

If you would like to write about 
something that interests you, 
your experiences of Sixpenny 

Handley, past or present, tell us 
about your local business or pass 
on some jokes - contributions for 
The Downsman always gratefully 

received 
editor@thedownsman.org.uk
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Clerk’s Corner
Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA

Email: sixpennyhandley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Clerk to the Council (Ciona Nicholson) 01725 552211

07907 445951
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk

Opening Hours: 
10.00am – 12 noon Tue 
7.00pm – 7.30pm Thu
 8.30am – 10.00am Fr

For Parish Council 
information visit:

www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk

Parish News

The Parish Office
Unit 6 Town Farm 

Workshops
is available to Hire

Come and take a look when we are open 
on Tuesday mornings

 or Thursday evenings or arrange a visit 
with Ciona.

£10 per session
Book in with Ciona on 

01725 552211 or 01725 553040

Only leave pawprints 
 Do the decent thing & clean up after your 

dog

As the owner of two lively cockapoos I am 
often out walking them across many of 
our local rights of way routes and public 
open spaces.  As your Parish Councillor 
responsible for the upkeep of these routes 
it has been very disappointing to see a 
significant increase in the amount of dog 
fouling in and around these areas.  Most 
footpaths, the football field, the cricket 
pitch and even up against the fence next to 
the children’s playing field succumb to the 
results of irresponsible dog owners.  The 
pavements through the village are not safe 
from excrement either, driveways, under 
the dog waste bins, Handley Park and the 
Churchyard. 

By far the worst area is the private land 
which belongs to Stephen Judd (the 
overfill campsite where the Scouts hold 
their annual fireworks extravaganza).  For 
a number of years Stephen has generously 
allowed us to exercise our dogs in his field – 
it is a very popular place to meet fellow dog 
walkers and for the dogs to socialise too. 
Unfortunately, too many owners allow their 
dogs to run free and do not pay attention 
to where their dogs are fouling and are 
failing to pick up after them.  Dog owners 
who choose to run or jog whilst taking their 
dog out also have a duty to keep an eye on 
their dog at all times – not noticing is not an 
excuse for not picking up!

This valued green space is private land 
utilised by season campers, Duke of 
Edinburgh students and most dog owners 
in the community - If we don’t clear up 
responsibly after our dogs we will lose this 
area forever.

What can you do?
As a responsible dog owner you should 
always be ready to clean up after your dog 
by taking a supply of bags whenever you 
leave the house.  Make sure that you pick 
up the mess straight away, seal the bag and 
place in a waste bin.  The bin does not have 

to be a designated dog waste bin, a normal 
litter bin is suitable as well.  If there are no 
bins in close proximity then take the bag 
home and dispose in your own bin.

Please do not throw the bag over fences, 
hang on trees and hedges or leave the 
bag on the ground.  It is worth making a 
note of where the public bins are on your 
route so that you can dispose of the waste 
responsibly.

As well as cleaning up after your dog, you 
can reduce any health risks to the public by 
regularly worming your dog which should 
help to eradicate the worms responsible for 
Toxocariasis.

Be a responsible dog owner – always clean 
up after them so that we can all enjoy the 
great outdoors! 

Only leave paw prints  

By Cllr Dave Adams

Katrina Horn
Soft furnishings

 
Professional handmade soft 

furnishings
20 years’ experience

Beautifully made curtains, pelmets, 
Roman blinds, soft furnishings and 

accessories. 
Friendly and reliable measuring 

and fitting service.
Telephone: 01722 780742

Email: kathorn68@yahoo.com
Metalsmiths & Engineers

07766 203 817  
richard@sixpennyforge.co.uk

METALSMITHS
& ENGINEERS

MADE IN ENGLAND

SIX
PENNY FORGE



The Downsman - April 2020

7

Sixpenny Handley & Pentridge  
Community Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CCIO)

Registered No.1172688 Patron – The Hon Timothy Palmer DL

In the last issue of The Downsman the 
invitation went out to attend a community 
dinner at Hanlega’s to fund raise for the 
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance (DSAA) 
which provides such an essential service 
to the Parish.  It proved a most enjoyable 
evening with a raffle and quiz with a 
superb menu provided for us by Paul 
the Chef.  At the end we raised £1000.87 
including Gift Aid for which a cheque was 
presented to Michelle Haskins our DSAA 
local co-ordinator.  A goodly sum indeed 
from Sixpenny Handley & Pentridge but 
it is always a sobering thought that the 
running costs of each sortie flown by the 
helicopter is in the region of £3000.00.   
      
The next intended event is to run a Quiz 
Evening but this may well have to be 
held over until the Coronavirus epidemic 

plateaus out.  Meanwhile, the Sixpenny Handley Entertainments Committee are forging 
ahead with preparations for the Big Session scheduled for Saturday 11 July, more 
details of which you will find on page 10. 

David Lockyer
Chairman of Trustees

In the last full financial year local Trading 
Standards services together:
• Received around 500,000 complaints, 

and undertook 43,000 investigations
• Visited over 30,000 businesses to help 

them understand business law and 
trade fairly

• Prevented £26 million pounds being 
handed over to doorstep criminals

• Provided advice and support to 11,000 
people affected by scams

• Found over 3,000 businesses that 
were supplying food that was mis-
described, had undeclared allergens, 
contained illegal ingredients, or was 
involved in food fraud

• Tested 6,000 retailers and found 
a quarter illegally selling alcohol, 
tobacco and knives

• Detained over 20 million illegal 
products including tobacco, toys, 
cosmetics and electrical products, 
some of which could have caused life 
changing injuries

The value of reporting to Trading Standards
Dorset Council Trading Standards are 
always keen to speak and work with local 
business in flexible ways to offer advice 
and support to get things right. We put a 
lot of effort into supporting business in this 
way from home start-ups to established 
national companies. Trading Standards 
have a dedicated animal health team 
supporting Dorset farmers who are an 
important part of our business economy 
and natural environment too.  

Sometimes a business’ behaviour is so bad 
that we do need to take formal action to 
protect people and to act as a punishment 
and deterrent to others. Our prosecutions 
are usually reported in the local press, 
recent examples being rogue doorstep 
trading and animal welfare.
Many of you reading this will go about 
your daily lives buying goods and services 
from businesses without a bad experience. 
That’s because we work often unseen in the 
background with the aim of keeping you 

protected.

If you do however see unfair or unsafe 
trading that you’d like to report to Trading 
Standards then call the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06.
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Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

Coronavirus
The Hall will remain open to bookings 
(writing in March!) and we are planning 
our AGM in April but will be checking and 
following advice as it is given. The decision 
to gather at the hall remains the decision of 
the user or group as does the responsibility 
to identify and limit risk. Obviously if the 
Government directs that all communal 
activities should be restricted, then the Hall 
will be closed. Hopefully it won’t come to 
that.

Hall Keys
Unfortunately, a set of Village Hall keys 
have gone missing. This is extremely 
frustrating as we have only just changed 
the foyer doors. The Trustees feel we have 
no choice but to replace the entrance locks 
and we are exploring the cost, but this is a 
needless waste of our reserves!   
  We are also exploring the possibility of the 
Village Shop holding the keys, as before, 
and are waiting for a response.

Roof & Guttering
Some of you may have noticed the water 
staining to the front of the hall. We have 
had several site visits with the Roofing 
company, they have now suggested some 
remedial work to the fascia and guttering 
which we are exploring along with repairs 
to the brickwork & flashing, which we hope 
to progress with in the near future.

ARTSREACH 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for 
The Bird Show by The Last Baguette in the 
February half term. The show was well 
supported, and both the show and the 
puppet-making workshop were excellently 
delivered and thought-provoking. Thank 
you to Carole, Jen Gordon & Rob Jesse for 
running the event.
We then hosted Womans (like Romans, 
but with a W) by Scratchworks theatre at 
the end of February. This was very well 
supported by the Village which we were 
delighted by. It was a superb show, funny, 
musical, clever and entertaining. Thank 
you to Ash Mills for his wonderful audience 
participation and to Carole & Jen Gordon 

for preparing the delicious food.
   We are looking forward to choosing from 
the new programme in May to deliver in 
Autumn. Keep a look out for details!
     

Dates for your diary.
Thursday 30th April – Village Hall AGM, 7pm 
in the Village Hall. All welcome.

Saturday 3rd October – Rob’s Auction
The hall will be open on Friday 2nd 
from 9am - 8pm for you to drop off your 
donations and items. You can still drop off 
on Saturday morning between 9am and 12 
noon. Viewing starts at 2pm. Auction starts 
at 6pm. Bar and refreshments. Contact: 
Rob Jesse 07534 798978. This is always a 
great event, raising funds for the Hall & 1st 
Woodcutts Scout group.

Local electrician in Sixpenny Handley 
Fully qualified, Insured and NICEIC 

registered 
Fuseboard changes, additional 
sockets, safety checks, tripping 
problems, all aspects covered

Free no obligation quotes
Call Nick on 07538 346481

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall – available 
for hire priced per hour

Local groups £8.50
Daytime events, children’s parties, 
Christenings etc £9.00
Other daytime bookings, meetings etc 
£10.00
Evening events, local private parties etc 
£10.50
Evening events, bookings from outside the 
Parish £11.50
All bookings subject to £10.00 alcohol 
licence if alcoholic drinks are to be sold

BOOKINGS:  Janice Bicker: 07951 056069 or 
email:   6dhandleyhall@gmail.com

If you spot something you are unhappy 
about, please contact our bookings 
secretary 
and we’ll work to resolve the issue. Thank 
you

Womans (like Romans, but with a W) by Scratchworks theatre at the end of February
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Cleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

The chimney for the wood burning stove 
had been swept the day before but 
fortunately I hadn’t set a fire yet.  Sitting 
at my computer I was interrupted by a 
scratching noise coming from the chimney 
just above the stove itself and clearly 
something had fallen down from the top.  
It took a few minutes to remove the fire 
bricks which had been carefully replaced by 
the chimney sweep just the previous day.  
A bird’s leg with feathers and impressive 
looking talons could be seen so it looked 
like a bird of prey, probably an owl.  It 
wasn’t obvious what to do so I tried putting 
on a gardening glove to see if supporting 
the leg would help.  The talons took a 
firm grip of the glove and I was very glad I 
hadn’t put my bare hand in.

Sue phoned the RSPCA who were, I’m 
afraid, not much help offering only to send 
someone to have a look the following 
morning.  So we phoned our daughter 
Helen who is an equine vet with absolutely 

no experience of dealing with birds.  She 
came over with our son-in-law and after 
about an hour they managed to get the 
poor creature out of an inspection point in 
the chimney, wrapped it up in a towel so it 
wouldn’t try to fly and put it in a box where 
it looked very sorry for itself. 

A few more phone calls and the tawny owl 
was taken to a specialist vet recommended 
by the Hawk Conservancy where it was 
found to be in good shape apart from a few 
broken feathers.  A couple of weeks later 
two Hawk Conservancy volunteers brought 
her (it was a female) back to our garden for 
release and hopefully it is still flying around 
Pentridge with the other tawny owls.
 
My level of expertise was obviously 
inadequate to deal with an owl but also to 
deal with fire bricks.  Two broke and new 
ones had to be bought so it took longer to 
get the fire back in action than for the owl 
to be released!

Owl Rescue
by Colin Taylor

Cleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Cleaning windows in Sixpenny Handley  
and the surrounding area for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional serviceCleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

       Chalke Heating 
Martin Miller: 07732460258

e-mail:  martin@chalkeheating.com

Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

       Chalke Heating 
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Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

       Chalke Heating 
Martin Miller: 07732460258

e-mail:  martin@chalkeheating.com

Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

       Chalke Heating 
Martin Miller: 07732460258

e-mail:  martin@chalkeheating.com

Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

Wed- 4.30 - 7.00
Thurs- 4.30 - 7.00

Fri- 4.00 – 8.00
Sat- 2.00 - 8.00

Come and join us at The Penny 
Tap for a pint or two in the 
re-modelled  Sports Pavilion     

@ Sixpenny Handley 

Take out Service Available
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Library News

WE NOW STOCK CHILDREN’S BOOKS
COME WITH YOUR CHILDREN, AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE

WE HAVE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES
If you have not been to our library before, please come and see us, and you will be 

surprised at the choices we have. 

We have a  large selection of Fiction, Non Fiction, Biographies, travel books, hobbies, 
poetry etc. You can browse through the books we have, and take them away, so that you 

can relax at home and enjoy them at your leisure.

Books are available when the Parish Office is open,  Tuesday mornings 10 till 12, Friday 
mornings 8.30 till 10am and on the

1st  and 3rd Thursday of the month in the afternoon from 3 – 4.15

Thursday   2nd of April
Thursday   16th of April
Thursday   7th of May
Thursday   21 of May

Bea Boyland

Malcolm Lawes Logs
Dry seasoned barn stored logs delivered. 

Kindling also supplied.

Single  load 1.4 cubic metre or a smaller 
load of 1 cubic metre.

Firewood Processor and operator 

available for hire if you have your 

own wood to process.

Please call to discuss your requirements

Tel: 01258 830575  or  07738 827 651

D. J LOGS
Quality Barn Stored Seasoned Logs

        

Contact Darren or Lucy: 01725 553 167

 ~ Discounted Double Loads
 ~ Single/Half Loads
 ~ Netted Logs
 ~ Kindling
 ~ Coal
 ~ Firelighters  

A huge thank you to all those volunteers 
and group representatives who turned up 
to our volunteers meeting this month. It is 
lovely to know that the big session has so 
much support within the village.

Planning for bands, workshops, children’s 
entertainment, food, stalls and more is 
well underway and the lineups look really 
exciting.

As with all events at this time, we will be 
looking at how the coronavirus develops in 
the coming months and will base the event 
viability on the current guidelines.

As Penny, Paul and I mentioned at the end, 
we will not be organising the big session 
in 2021 but will support any group or team 
who wish to make it their own!

If you wish to contact us please do by 
emailing sixpennysessions@gmail.com
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WI News And  Information
NATIONAL  FEDERATION

OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES

Mon 10th Feb.
At the monthly meeting, members were 
treated to a talk by John Coombes on 
“The Hillier Gardens – Paradise Through 
the Seasons”.  The film, his own music and 
dialogue led one through the gardens in 
Winter and Spring. It was joy to listen to, 
as Mr Coombes is a gifted musician, and to 
see his photography was excellent.
The flower of the month competition was 
won by Esme Isaacs.

Sat 29th Feb.
We held our annual jumble sale at the 
village hall which was a great success. 
Attendance was good despite the stormy 
weather. Thank you to members, family 
and friends who helped on the day also to 
those who kindly donated jumble. 

Mon 9th Mar
The monthly meeting was most enjoyable, 
the guest speaker was Miss Hilary Bowen 
who gave an excellent talk and fascinating 

demonstration on making “Silver Clay 
Jewellery”.  We were all enthralled by her 
technique, as she explained the process, 
and amazed at the piece of jewellery 
produced in such short time. 
Committee nominations were made for the 
coming WI year.
The flower of the month competition was 
won by Stella Symes.

Tue 10th Mar
Three members attended Tarrant Gunville 
WI for their birthday meeting.  It was a 
very pleasant evening including a highly 
entertaining game of “Call My Bluff” plus 
the usual delicious buffet to round off 
proceedings.

Future events
Due to the current government advice on 
the pandemic situation, 

ALL WI MEETINGS AND 
ACTIVITES IN APRIL AND MAY 

ARE CANCELLED

  www.jakebaggaley.com            www.larmertree.co.uk   01725 516971 
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Sixpenny Handley Bowls Clubs
Bulletin Can coaching help you?

Coaching is a positive and 
proven approach for helping 
people explore their goals 
and ambitions, and then 
work towards achieving 

them.

My coaching model will 
assist in developing your 

skills and abilities, boosting 
your performance and 

confidence in life or at work, 
helping you to deal with 
issues and challenges.

This should help to make 
you more effective in your 

commitment to yourself and 
your own goals. 

Call Adam on 07710965017 
or 

email: adam.macmillan-
scott@hotmail.com

Hello again.
Yes, its me back on duty again while Ron is 
away in the sun. I hope he keeps away from 
the corona virus with that and all the rain. I 
am getting a bit depressed can’t get on the 
garden.
I have just received notice of the Bowls 
club Annual General Meeting. This meeting 
will take place on Thursday 9th April at 
7.30pm in the club house. This meeting is 
open to anyone who would like to come 
along. It’s not all about playing bowls: we 
have a vibrant social club none of the social 
members play bowls, but they take part in 
other things that happen there. For those 
readers who don’t know where the club is 
situated, its between the Village hall car 
park and the Penny Tap. Please come and 
join us  - the welcome is always there.
Since our last report the short mat singles 
and pairs competitions have been played. 
Sarah Churchill won the singles with Roger 
Naylor second. Sarah Churchill and Alan 
Elliott won the pairs with Roger Naylor and 
Gordon. O (me) second. Congratulations 

to the winners and all who took part in the 
games.
The short mat team have had four matches 
since January. The results have not been 
that good for the Tanners, we have had a 
lot of enjoyable fun playing with some good 
friends. That’s what happens when you are 
playing bowls.
Val Martin our Social Manger invited all 
members of the club to celebrate her 
birthday in the club house. Over 50 people 
were present. Her daughter, Angela, made 
a lovely moving speech and daughter Diana 
made a big birthday cake. The afternoon 
was a big success thanks to everyone who 
helped Val. You see it’s not all about playing 
bowls.
I hear the outdoor winter games have been 
a big success. Despite the rain all matches 
have been played on time, but the results 
have not been in our favour, it’s been a 
learning curve for next year.
Thanks for reading this see you soon HAPPY 
EASTER 

Gordon Oxford  

Private Chapel Monumental Mason

Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ

RICHARD ADLEM MBE

practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS

ALSO MEMORIAL 
MAINTENANCE, 
CLEANING AND 

RENOVATION

MINSTER STONE
MEMORIALS

WIMBORNE  01202 883224
www.minstermemorials.co.uk

renee.spurgeon@minstermemorials.co.uk

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
Old Rd, Pye Corner, Wimborne, BH21 1EJ

(next to the green man pub)
Phone or email for a FREE 

brochure &  price list
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Sixpenny Handley
Open 7am - 8pm daily

Visit us in store for:
Coal
Logs
Bakery
Free to use ATM
British Gas energy top ups
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Anyone for Tennis? 
 

Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 
welcomes members of any ability:  

 

ADULT, JUNIOR & FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Contact Steph Chick 01725 552557 / 07748 925810 / david@davidchick.co.uk 
 
 

COACHING & SOCIAL TENNIS 
 
 

Junior Coaching from Monday 27th April 2020: for all ages & abilities, 
contact Roni Peck on 07747 842700 

WhatsApp group for members to contact each other to play 
 

Friendly games with other clubs 
 

Adult coaching available 
 

PAY & PLAY 
 

£7 per court per hour 
Available from The Penny Tap, Church Farm Campsite or  

Sixpenny Handley NISA store, during their opening hours 
 

Courts next to The Penny Tap at the Recreation Ground, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NJ 
 

Further information on the Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club website: 
https://sites.google.com/view/sixpennyhandleytennisclub 
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Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 2020 
Annual membership for Adults, Juniors, Families and Non‐playing adults 

Members are issued with a key and have access to the courts at all times (except during organised club coaching 
sessions).   

Annual membership runs for 12 months from 1st February 2020.  

Please return membership forms and pay by bacs/cheque and a key will be posted to you so you can come and play!   

Membership Secretary & Treasurer: Stephanie Chick, Little Bredy, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NU  
Tel: 01725 552557 / 07748 925810 email: david@davidchick.co.uk 
 
Chairman: Alex Thomas 01725 516320 email: rhodri.alex@btinternet.com 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

Name.................................................................................... Email address.................................................................... 

Address............................................................................................................................................................................ 

Postcode......................................................................  Telephone no............................................................................ 

Membership category  Annual 
subscription 
 

Name Of Member(s) 
(plus Date of Birth for junior 
members) 

Quantity  Amount enclosed 

Adult  £35.00       
 

Junior (under 18) on 
01/02/20 * 

£10.00 
 

     

Family  
(All living at the same 
address) 

£75.00 
 
 

     

Non playing Adult 
Member  

£10 
 

     

TOTAL AMOUNT PAID 
(BACS/cheque) 

       

 
*Please note junior members will not be issued with a key, unless an Adult is a member/non playing member.  

Would you like to join the Tennis WhatsApp group?  YES/NO  (mobile number …………………………………………………….) 

Are you happy to share your email with other members so that you can be contacted to play tennis:      YES / NO  

Disclaimer: Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club accepts no liability whatsoever for loss, damage, illness, accident or injury to players, 
spectators, other persons or property on the club grounds and courts. 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………  Date ………………….…..   

BACS payments to: Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club, Barclays Bank Sort Code 20‐96‐96, Account number 53438384 
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1st Woodcutts News
www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk

Age 6-8
Tue & Wed 5 to 6pm
Jane Scott
01725 516294

Age 8-10½
Mon & Wed
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Age 10½-14
Mon & Tue
Rob Easton
01725 552038

Age 14-18
Thursday 7 to 9pm
Anthony Brown 
01725 552814

Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397

  sttucdooW ts1

Community Litter Pick
Saturday 14th March 1st Woodcutts took 
part in the Sixpenny Handley Community 
Litter Pick organised by our own Bagheera!

We asked the Cubs as part of their World 
Challenge Award what they’d like to 
do to make a positive impact for their 
community? They suggested a litter pick so 
we organised one! Working with the Parish 
Council, we started from the Parish Council 
office and worked our way around the 
village collecting litter.

The Council provided gloves, litter pickers 
and refuse bags, the time flew by, the bags 
were filled and the weather was (mostly) 
kind to us.

A huge thank you to all the Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts, Parents, Leaders and ASU who 
gave up their time to make our community 
a nicer place to live. Big thanks go to 
Bagheera for organising this event!

Beavers Update
So far in 2020, Garston and Rushmore 
Beavers have had such a fab time working 
towards their Personal and World 
Challenges, along with some Beavers 
achieving awards such as Swimming and 
Hobbies badges.

Chinese New Year was an amazing 
celebration, the highlights having to be the 
Chopstick Challenge and the chinese food 
tasting!! And Pancake Day was another 
glorious excuse to cook and share. Each 
Beaver had the opportunity to flip their 
own pancake, and none of them ended up 
on the floor!! Incredible!

We were so fortunate to welcome Tony 
Gibb to Scouts to support Hedgehog Day. 
Thank you, Tony, for giving up your time to 
attend both group sessions. The Beavers 
were fascinated to hear about the world of 
the hedgehog, and were able to examine 
the hedgehog houses that Tony had 

made. We were rewarded at the end by 
a visit from the real thing!! A very sleepy 
hedgehog.

It was great for Beavers to celebrate St. 
Davids Day by designing and creating 
their own daffodils. Given a selection of 
resources to work with, they produced 
some very artistic and imaginative work. 
We also talked about the origins of the 
Welsh Love Spoon, and we had a gorgeous 
display of some beautifully carved 
woodspoons brought in from home. The 
Beavers even used the symbols to design 
their own spoons.

Some great teamwork going on too, as all 
the lodges presented their own game to 
the rest of the group.

Thank you everyone for your continued 
support with our planning and projects. It 
all helps to enhance the experiences that 
we can give to our Beavers.

Beavers Crafts

1st Woodcutts took part in the Sixpenny Handley Community Litter Pick



The Downsman - April 2020

17

Scouting Continues
Scouting at Woodcutts has, and always 
will, put the young people at the heart of 
everything it does. With the instruction that 
all face-to-face meetings had to cease with 
almost immediate effect, the leadership 
team quickly devised creative ways in 
which members can still enjoy scouting 
activities and feel part of the group. 
Each week, the members are being set 
challenges through our website, our 
facebook page and by email. These 
challenges will mean the members 
can continue to work towards badges 
and awards, continuing their scouting 
adventure. Also important is keeping 
members of the group, both young and 
old, connected and provide support and 
friendship to one another. 
If you would like to see what the Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers are up to, then 
please visit our website  
www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk

We also know, now more than ever, that 
the group must play a part in supporting 
the community we live in.  The members 
will help by supporting the fantastic work 
led by Andy Turner, and the young people 
are being encouraged to think how they 
can help neighbours around them. Those 
that have been in Scouting themselves 
will know the Scout promise ‘to help other 
people’, never has this been more relevant 
in our modern history and hopefully we 
are helping our young people to learn this 
valuable skill for life and live it day in, day 
out. 

Our annual camps are a key part of the 
Scouting year and something all members 
look forward to. It is with sadness that 
we have had to postpone both the Group 
Camp in May and the Summer Camp in 
Belgium. We say postpone, because they 
will happen in 2021 and we now have a 
little longer to organise and make them 
even better for all to enjoy. 

The exciting fundraising events planned 
for the spring and early summer have 
also been put on hold. However, all the 
arrangements are made, and as soon as we 
are able to hold the activities, we will start 
advertising and everyone can look forward 




1st Woodcutts

Come and join us on Tuesday or Wednesday 5-6pm at 1st 
Woodcutts Scout HQ, just outside Sixpenny Handley! 

A great introduction to Scouts with lots of exciting activities, games 
and exploring for 6-8 year olds.... amazing badges and awards to 
be achieved.

We have grown our group and now with 2 groups for each section 
(Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) we can offer this fabulous opportunity 
to be part of a wonderful community enterprise, promoting fun, 
friendship and commitment.

We’d love to meet you...
email: beavers@ rstwoodcutts.org.uk

to some great entertainment and a chance 
to socialise again. 

Other News From Woodcutts
Membership tops 150! As reported in 
previous editions of the Downsman, 
during the last 6 months the group has 
grown with a second Beaver Colony, Cub 
Pack and Scout Troop. For a second year 
running Woodcutts is the largest Scout 
group in East Dorset and we believe also 
in the whole of Dorset and Wiltshire, with 
114 young people as members and a 

volunteer team of over 30. Thank you to 
all those in the village who support the 
group, be it through attending fundraising, 
volunteering or spreading the word about 
what we do. Most importantly, thank you 
to the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers 
who make the adventure so much fun and 
drive us to do more. As you will read below, 
because of the second groups set up, we 
are lucky enough to still have places and 
more young people (and leaders!) can 
come and join the adventure and fun that is 
1st Woodcutts.
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CRANBORNE MANOR GARDEN NOW OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY  
Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm  Sunday & Bank Holidays 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Cranborne Garden Centre, Cranborne, Dorset BH21 5PP   
Tel: 01725 517248  www.cranbornegardencentre.co.uk

Vintage Fair

CAFÉ OPEN ALL DAY FOR

HOMEMADE CAKES

Breakfast  Tea COFFEE  
cream teas lunches Interested in a pitch? 

STALLHOLDERS
Call 01725 517248 or email
info@cranbornegardencentre.co.uk

www.cranbornegardencentre.co.uk
Cranborne Garden Centre, Cranborne, Dorset BH21 5PP

Indoor and outdoor stalls 
selling Vintage homewares, 
gifts, clothing & accessories, 

brocante and curiosities 

CASH OR CHEQUE ONLY FOR STALLS26th 2020

SUNDAY
10AM TO 5PM

A P R I L

GET YOUR GARDEN READY 
FOR SPRING & SUMMER 

New season roses - almost 400 varieties  
of old-fashioned & modern rose

350 varieties of herbaceous perennial

A brand new Cranborne range  
of summer flowering bulbs
Cranborne range of seeds  

including many heritage varieties

Pots, stoneware, gardenalia, compost & sundries

The Salisbury Branch of the English 
Speaking Union (ESU) held a regular 
meeting and talk on Monday 16 March at 
their usual venue, the Mercure Salisbury 
White Hart Hotel where the guest speaker 
on this occasion was historian Edward 
Towne who gave a very interesting talk 
on the Mary Rose, the flagship of Henry 
VIII’s navy,  most of which now sits in her 
permanent home within Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard. 

Edward explained how the vessel looked 
formidable in its day with 5 masts and 
many cannons, appearing more like two 
castles joined together. When she set sail In 
1545 she had 200 sailors, 185 soldiers and 
over 30 guns on board.

There are several possible reasons why she 
sank, including cannons sliding around 
causing the ship to list, water pouring 
through open gun ports and ill disciplined 
soldiers on board rushing to one side 
without knowing what to do.  Captain of 

the Mary Rose,  Sir George Carew (who 
went down with his ship) reportedly said 
that he had “yobs on board” , signifying a 
discipline issue that supports this particular 
theory.

When the Mary Rose sank, she went down 
on her starboard side with her port side 
exposed, slipping into cloying silt which 
preserved the starboard side, whilst the 
port side rotted away.  She was eventually 
discovered in 1971 and raised on 11 
October 1982 in one of the most complex 
and expensive maritime salvage projects in 
history. 

The ESU (whose purpose is to improve 
international communication and to link 
people across the country and globe by 
bonds of friendship and understanding, 
in particular, by helping young people to 
gain speaking and listening skills, plus 
cultural understanding they need to thrive), 
is always pleased to see visitors at their 
regular events at the Mercure Salisbury 

White Hart Hotel (coffee from 10.15) where 
not only excellent speakers captivate the 
audience, but a splendid lunch is always 
served, cost £18.00. Please contact Mrs. 
Louise Jeffreys at jeffreys.oldcourt@
btinternet.com or 01722 336118 to book 
in. The branch welcomes enquiries from 
prospective joiners, or other members 
who should contact Nigel Estlick, the 
membership secretary, on 01980 623087 or 
email nigelestlick@gmail.com

As a result of the Coronavirus threat, the 
next ESU lecture and lunch at the White 
Hart hotel will be on 21 September where 
Vernon Phillips will talk about  “Royal Navel 
Hovercraft in the Falkland Islands 50 years 
ago”.

English Speaking Union
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Sixpenny Handley Jottings
from Alan Oxer’s achieve

The Western Gazette, 5th June, 1987

Saxon Hill
GENERATIONS of walkers have stopped 
in amazement to admire Walt Chown’s 
cosy home as they walk to the woods at 
Sixpenny Handley in the centre of the 
Cranborne Chase.
Set between two ordinary cottages, it has 
a front door, water and electricity supply, 
brick chimney and a tin roof. But there is no 
mistaking that it is a double decker bus.
Walt, now 80, has lived in the bus for the 
past 38 years, and it is the only home he 
ever wants. He once owned a house up the 
road but gave it to his son, and another 
house in front of where the bus now stands,
but demolished it to sell the materials 
when he went away to fight in the war, not 
expecting to return.

“We towed the bus up here from 
Bournemouth in 1948. I gave £60 for ‘ee,” 
recalled Walt who talks with a heavy
Dorset accent. “I was going to get a caravan 
but you could not get nothing in those days 
so I bought the bus.”

Walt believes that the bus, which was built 
in 1934, is one of the oldest in the county. 
He has never bothered to find out anything 
about it and had the engine taken out when 
he bought it. 

“I had a chap who kept coming to see me a 
few years ago trying to buy it off me, but it 
is my home and I shall live here for the rest 
of my days.
“I am not really interested in living in a 
house. My granddaughter who lives in the 
house next door wanted me to
go and live down there but I love living in 
this bus.” 

The bus, which Walt says is warm as toast 
in the winter with the coal stove , going, 
also doubles as his workshop. He spends 
most of,; his mornings adeptly ‘ splitting 
and cutting hazel rods with his razor 
sharp billhook to make spars for a local 
thatcher. He was born a few miles * away 
at Tollard Royal into a community in which 
the woodlands, and particularly” the local 

hazel coppices, were an important part of 
village life.

As a boy he went to the still thriving 
Handley School, but more often was off 
with his father cutting green stuff in
the woods or making holly wreaths to 
send on the train from Verwood to Covent 
, Garden.

“It’s all but died out now. They used to 
have regular wood auctions to sell the 
coppice off to the hurdle makers, but it’s all 
overgrown now and there’s only one person 
round here still making hurdles.”

Walt, who knows every inch of the Chase 
woods, takes some satisfaction from the 
fact that one of his grandsons has gone into 
forestry work and is making a successful 
living for himself.

Land for 
It’s a good walk into Handley from Walt 
Chown’s bus home at New Town, to the 
shops or the Roebuck or Star Inn
for a pint of bitter.

The land which Robert Judd has been 
digging for the past 60 plus years is much 
nearer the centre of the village —
just off the High Street in fact. 
Robert, who calls himself a retired farmer, 
still spends a good deal of his time on the 
200 acre Church Farm now worked by his 
son. If not actually on the farm, he is in his 
extensive vegetable garden, the produce 
of which usually wins him the cup in; the 
village flower show.

A lady pipped him to win it last year, but he 
told her jokingly: “I don’t expect you will 
have it next year.”

Like Walt, Robert also makes thatching 
spars in his spare time, he remembers the 
days when there were perhaps 20 hurdle 
makers up in the Chase woods and when, 
as a boy, the only water supply was in a 
bucket from the well.

His father was a carrier who would take 
people by horse and waggon to the shops 

and markets at Salisbury and Shaftesbury. 
When motor transport took over he bought 
a Model T Ford which he ran as a taxi, but 
even that fell prey to competition from 
another driver.

Dung cart
“Somebody else started running a taxi for 
four pence a mile and that was the end as 
far as my father was
concerned. He part exchanged the car for a 
new dung cart.”
As well as his gardening, Robert has taken 
up cider making, using an old press he 
bought and apples he gleans
from his friends.

Inside some dusty old barrels in his 
workshop are gallons of his own amber 
nectar which he delights in trying out
on friends and visitors.

Despite the road signs which shorten the 
village’s * name to 6d Handley, its * origin 
has nothing to do with sixpences. It derives 
from the names of the two adjoining Saxon 
hundreds and means “the Saxon hill” or
rocky hill , and high clearing.

In the days when much of Britain was 
impenetrable forest, the roads rough 
summer tracks and the population one 
tenth of that today ,the isolation of the 
villages and the self-dependence which 
that would have demanded are almost 
inconceivable to us with our cars and our 
supermarkets.

Perhaps through its position 14 miles from 
Salisbury and Wimborne and 10 from 
Blandford, Sixpenny Handley
has retained more of that self-dependence 
than other villages.

There is a strong community spirit in 
Handley, and a surprising number of clubs 
and activities, many centered
around St Mary’s Parish Church.
The vicar, Rev John Holland, who moved 
to the village a couple of years ago from 
Swanage where he was curate,
says the village is going through something 
of a transition period with quite a lot of new 
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houses springing up.

Despite an influx of newcomers, including 
a number of retired people, the village has 
retained much of its character.
“Although we are in the middle of nowhere, 
it is in fact a very central place to be, and 
you can buy almost anything
you want in the village,” he says.

His wife Hilary helps run a toddler group, 
and there is a thriving youth club which 
meets in the village hall on Tuesdays, run by 
youth leader Clive Lewis.
For younger children, the vicar also helps 
to run Rainbow Club, a popular mixture 
of fun, games and Christian teaching on 
Wednesdays.

One of the ways in which the villagers help 
themselves is though Handley’s pioneering 
Community Friends project, a scheme 
supported by both the church and village 
surgery to bring help to anyone in need in 
the area.

Village venture
Although only in its first year the scheme, 
which relies on a team of volunteers, has 
helped with some 300 tasks ranging from 
helping elderly residents fill in their heating 
allowance forms and distributing free 
EEC butter, to helping with transport to 
visit people in hospital and looking after 
children in a family emergency.

The scheme has also won two prizes 
for community projects: £150 in a 
competition run by Avco at Salisbury and 
£75 and a special commendation in Dorset 
Community Council’s Village Ventures 
competition.

Organiser Miss Marie Sanders said they 
would be celebrating the scheme’s first 
anniversary with a birthday party for all 
volunteers in the village hall on 20th June.
Miss Sanders is also one of the organisers 
of the village’s Wednesday Club, a very 
popular group which meets at
the village hall every Wednesday afternoon 
for talk and tea.

Handley is blessed with one of the best 
butchers shops in the country, and the 
only one in Dorset which does its own 
slaughtering, W S Clarke in the High Street 
run by brothers Gordon and Norman Clarke 

and their nephew John.

The Clarkes take great care with the meat, 
resting the animals for a week before 
slaughter and then hanging it for a least a 
fortnight to improve the flavour.
Gordon, who runs the shop side of the 
business, is better known not for his ability 
with the meat cleaver, but with
flowers.

Church flowers
He is one of the top male flower arrangers 
in England and has exhibited at Chelsea 
and countless shows and exhibitions all 
over the country.
“I am always known as the flower arranging 
butcher from Sixpenny Handley,” says 
Gordon who has demonstrated flower 
arranging on television and has turned 
down several offers to take it up full time.
’I’ve even had offers to go and work abroad 
in Malta or Switzerland, but I was born in 
the village and my home is here with the 
family business.”

Gordon, who was a founder-member of the 
Dorset Flower Arranging Society, says he 
has been interested in flowers since he was 
a boy.

“It’s nice because it is a complete change 
from working in the shop. It’s taken me 
to places where I would never have been 
otherwise.”

Church flowers are Gordon’s favourite, 
and he has arranged displays at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Westminster Abbey and Romsey 
Abbey where he designed and organised a 
complete flower festival involving some 160
arrangements.

“I also did some arranging at Broadlands, 
including Earl Mountbatten’s study. He was 
very interested and I always remember him 
sitting and watching me as I did the flowers, 
surrounded by his pictures of the Royal 
Family which were all around the room.”

Despite the temptations, Gordon never 
seriously considered leaving the village. 
“It’s my home, isn’t it? We’re a very close 
knit community and a very close knit 
family.”

At the heart of the village is its thriving 
first school where head Mrs Ann Hodgkins 

and her staff have 71 pupils drawn from 
Handley and the surrounding area.
The once drab classrooms where Walt 
Chown and his contemporaries sat years 
ago with their pencils and slates are now 
brightly decorated with all manner of work 
that the children have done.

In the spring they had an incubator in the 
school and successfully hatched and reared 
a khaki campbell duckling. Anybody going 
past the playground in the past few weeks 
might have seen pupils practising their 
maypole dancing, or the school’s newly 
formed team of Morris men rehearsing for 
a show. Traditional employment in the 
village, as in most villages, has fallen over 
the years with the decline of the woodsmen 
and fewer people working on the land.

... more from the archives in the next issue

Little Quotes

“I wish none of this 
had happened” said 

Frodo

“So do all who live 
to see such times” 
replied Gandalf, 

“but that is not for 
them to decide. All 

we have to decide is 
what to do with the 
time that is given to 

us.”
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings
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CHURCH
We’ve got
SOCIALLY
DISTANT

pews!

Churchwardens
St Mary’s with
Gussage St Andrew
Chris Stokes 552 672
Sue Curtis 552 397 

St Rumbold’s, Pentridge
Mary Ferguson 552 222
Jane King 552 231

The church magazine 
for St Mary the Virgin, 
Sixpenny Handley
with Gussage St Andrew 
and St Rumbold’s, 
Pentridge

4pm Christmas Eve

We are now living in fast moving times as a result of COVID-19 with the 
situation changing on a daily basis. As a result of recent government 
announcements, all church events and activities have been postponed 
until further notice, this includes all church meetings, Choir, Magnificafé, 
Teddy Bears, Breakfast Church, Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study Group.

The Archbishop of Canterbury and Archbishop of York have made an 
announcement that ALL church services will be postponed until further 
notice. However this does not mean the work of the church will cease as we 
are all part of the Body of Christ. Firstly our daily prayers and study of 
scripture should continue. To aide this I will be looking at how to do a daily 
live stream on social media, most probably via Facebook. I will also send out 
the gospel reading for the day along with a prayer and any specific prayer 
requests for your to include in your own prayers via our electronic mailing.

I will ensure that our churches open on a daily basis. If you do visit any of the 
churches for personal prayer and reflection then please observe the 
guidelines by keeping at least 2 metres away from any others in the building 
and please wash your hands thoroughly a�er any visit.

I will be working with local village leaders and our Benefice Churchwardens in 
the setting up of care for those who are self-isolating for whatever reason. 
Though we maybe in our homes on our own we should not feel isolated. 
Brothers and Sisters this time of trial will past and we must place our trust in 
God and in one another.

Blessings Revd Canon Richard Hancock

#2 2020handleychurch.org.uk

Vicar

COVID-19
Coronavirus

6d
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Thanks!

DIARY OF A COUNTRY PARSON APRIL

It’s been a long damp and miserable 
winter and just as we are looking forward 
to spring, we are hit with the worries of 
the Coronavirus. In these continuing 
times of di�iculty and worry how can we 
stay positive and more importantly 
maintain a sense of wellbeing and 
community?
 When faced with the unknown, as 
human beings we instinctively become 
fearful about the future. Human nature 
can o�en then lead us to behave in ways 
that we would not normally consider. A 
selfish streak can appear where we feel 
driven to look out for number one 
regardless of the cost to others, panic 
buying is a symptom of this and is o�en 
illogical. The irony is that we are social 
and communal creatures [which can be 
problematic with viruses] but we are 
actually better o� if we work together 
and support each other rather than go it 
alone. 
 Jesus understood this as he spent 
three years teaching his disciples to be 
dependent on one another. He also knew 
that when fear and trauma arrived their 
first reaction would be to flee and to try 
and go it alone. As predicted, this 
happened in the Garden of Gethsemane 
when Jesus was arrested, and the 
disciples fled, fearful for themselves. 
However the teaching and love that 
Jesus had imparted soon kicked in and it 
wasn’t long before the disciples were 
back together supporting one another 
and confronting their fear together. They 
were also empowered by the Holy Spirit 
and faced not only the might of the 
Roman Empire but also the authority of 
their own people.
 When trouble and fear appear, we 
may also blame God for the problem or 
pray that somehow, he will simply wave 
it away. However, God through Jesus has 
given us the solution to the problems we 
face stick together,  trust in God. Jesus 
gave his disciples two clear instructions 

or commands. Love God with all you 
heart, mind and strength and love your 
neighbour as yourself. The first two 
verses from psalm 121 emphasizes the 
need to place our trust in God and to 
follow what he has taught as through his 
son.
 I, like you am worried as to what the 
impact of this virus could be on my 
family and friends, but I am more 
concerned about the impact a break-
down in society could have where we are 
driven by selfish overreaction, not helped 
by the media stoking up fear. Even based 
on the worldwide figures of the Corona 
Virus you are much more likely to die in a 
road accident than from COVID-19 and I 
don’t see the media telling us to throw 
our car keys away. Life is a risk and over 
the years we have become more and 
more risk averse. As a result, when 
unexpected trouble comes, we find 
ourselves controlled by fear and unable 
to cope.
 We are stronger together. Saying “I 
will be alright” does not seem to have as 
much strength as “We will be alright”. If 
as human beings [God’s children] we can 
learn to trust and support each other as 
Jesus taught us, we have a much better 
chance of coming out of di�iculties that 
life throws at us. Our parents or grand-
parents knew this living through the war. 
They were equally fearful of the unknown 
but soon learnt that sticking together 
was a much better bet. 
 I hope in our communities over the 
next few weeks and months we can look 
out for each other particularly those who 
are on their own. If people do find 
themselves isolated or worried please do 
contact me at the vicarage by phone and 
as a church community, we will do our 
best to help.
 As Corporal Jones would say “Don’t 
Panic!”

Revd Canon Richard Hancock

Psalm 121 v 1-2
I li� up my eyes to the mountains — where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.

Remember!
If you would like to give your 
child a good start in life, talk to 
the vicar about a christening. 

If you are getting married, you 
can get married in your local 
church if you live in the parish
or have some other link. 

And if a loved one dies, please 
talk to us about how the church 
may be able to help. 

Contact the vicar for more 
information. We are here for you.

Now you can!

Look out for the new crisp packet 
recycling point in St Mary’s

In full colour
A full colour PDF 
of The Seeker is 
available from 
our website.



The Downsman - April 2020

23

Book Review
If asked to name three areas on the Western 
Front that witnessed the most savage 
fighting of the Great War, most would 
answer, the Somme, Flanders and Verdun, 
the latter being forever remembered by 
the French as the sacrificial ground for 
thousands upon thousands of the cream of 
their youth. Almost as soon as the fighting 
ceased in November 1918, historians, 
participants who witnessed at first hand 
the carnage, have put pen to paper and 
through the medium of books produced 
a plethora of accounts to enlighten the 
populace at large of these battles. Some, 
principally historians, have written in depth 
about the commanders whose orders 
would despatch well in excess of a million 
of men to their doom, mown down by the 
deadly effects of shells accompanied by 
equally effective machine-gun fire. In their 
analysis a marked difference in opinions 
emerge; perhaps the most controversial 
being the conduct of the successor to Sir 
John French, Sir Douglas Haig. To gain an 
impression of the two camps of opinion 
I recommend John Terraine’s ‘Douglas 
Haig - The Educated Soldier’ and ‘Haig’s 
Command - A Reassessment’ by Denis 
Winter.

Of more general interest are the writings 
of those authors who have concentrated 
on the battles that decimated the ranks 
of those called upon to fight them. Two 
authors in particular have captured the 
brutality of it all, both having the luxury 
of writing their accounts when those 
who were there submitted their ’stories’ 
for inclusion in the overall picture. Lyn 
Macdonald and Martin Middlebrook 
were masters in the art of interweaving 
personal accounts into the chronology 
of the battle. The former’s debut into the 
world of military history writing was ’They 
Called it Passchendaele’ a heart rendering 
account of the horrors of Third Ypres where 
so many from both sides perished in the 
mud and slime that their bodies were never 
recovered; their names are now etched on 
the many memorials that are a feature of 
the Flanders countryside.
   In Ypres itself the names carved into 
the arch of the Menin Gate are a sombre 
reminder for some who ‘disappeared’  

between the high summer of 1917 and 
the onset of winter of that same year. To 
quote just one of the submissions sent 
to the author gives a flavour of what 
awaited those sent into the line. This from 
Rifleman G E Winterbourne of the Queen’s 
Westminster Rifles who was in an attack on 
the last day of July [it must be remembered 
that July 1917 witnessed almost incessant 
rain which had turned the battlefield into 
a quagmire]. His account starts with dawn 
breaking after a night spent out in the open 
in miserable weather and having watched 
the first wave of the London Rifles being 
scythed down by machine-gun fire; ‘We 
got up and moved on, over this broken-
up Jargon Trench and on up the slope. 
Beyond the trench it was soft going, but it 
seemed to be perfectly good ground…All 
of a sudden I put one foot down and the 
next moment I was through the earth and 
in a bog up to my armpits.’ The more he 
struggled to get out the worse his situation 
became and there is little doubt he would 
have suffocated in the mud had not two 
runners from the London Fusiliers spotted 
him and stopped, risking their own lives 
amidst the bursting shells to drag him out.
   In similar vein is her seventh book, ’To 
the Last Man - Spring 1918’ , an excellent 
companion to Martin Middlebrook’s ’The 
Kaiser’s Battle’, both reporting the German 
spring offensive of March 1918. Finally, 
Martin’s foray into military history writing 
’The First Day on the Somme’ which has a 
wealth of personal stories from both sides 
present on the worst day in the history 
of the British Army. Much was expected 
from ‘Kitchener’s Army’ for thousands of 
those eager young men who went ‘over the 
top’ at 07.30 to the sound of their officers 
whistles which had flooded the recruiting 
halls at the outbreak of war in August 1914. 
As night fell on 1st July 1916, and the guns 
momentarily fell silent, the land in front of 
the British trenches was thick with dead 
and wounded, the latter calling pitiful cries 
for help. Thus, I will conclude with just one 
extract, this from Private W E Aust of the 
Hull Commercials, one of the many ‘Pals 
Battalions’. His account is from the evening 
of that awful day; ‘And so, at dusk, we 
moved down the remnants of the trench 
to the front line. The last hundred yards 
was solid with men killed whilst waiting to 
go over. It was impossible to do other than 

walk on these bodies and I finally reached 
a man on a stretcher, with a bearer lying 
dead at each end. I raised my foot to place 
it on the chest of the man on the stretcher, 
when, to my amazement, he popped his 
head up and said quietly, “Mind my leg, 
chum”, and then just laid back again.’
   With the 1st Woodcutts Scout Group 
hoping to go to Ypres after the virus, I 
recommend someone from the Troop 
purchase Lyn Macdonald’s harrowing but 
so illuminating telling of what it was like in 
this devastated town in 1917.

Bill Chorley 
‘Douglas Haig - The 
Educated Soldier’, John 
Terraine [Hutchinson 
1963 & Cassel, 2005]

‘Haig’s Command 
- A reassessment’, 
Denis Winter [Viking 
1991 & Classic 
Penguin, 2001]

‘They Called it 
Passchendaele’, Lyn 
Macdonald [Michael 
Joseph, 1978 & 
Penguin Books, 
1993]

“To the Last Man 
- Spring 1918’, Lyn 
Macdonald [Viking, 
1998]

‘The Kaiser’s Battle’, 
Martin Middlebrook 
[Allen Lane, 1978]

‘The First Day on 
the Somme’, Martin 
Middlebrook [Allen 
Lane, 1971]
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Chris Simpson 
Dog Walking and Pet Care

Covering Sixpenny Handley and surrounding areas

Call: 07783 326542
simpsonsdogwalking@gmail.com

Dog walking and home boarding.
Home visits for cats, dogs and other animals.

Experienced and reliable.  Fully insured, 
DBS checked and first aid trained.

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)

In 1805 Woodyates had a brush with history 
when the messenger delivering news of 
victory and the death of Lord Nelson at 
The Battle of Trafalgar passed through 
the village. Now The Trafalgar Way are 
inviting local residents to take out their 
brushes (and cameras) to create their own  
‘Postcard from the Trafalgar Way’.

The messenger himself was called 
Lieutenant Lapenotiere and he undertook 
his important journey travelling by post-
chaise express coach - the fast (and very 
expensive) taxis of the day. His claim for 
expenses for his journey to the Admiralty 
in London has survived showing that he 
paid out over £46 for the 38 hour trip, 
approximately £4000 in modern money. 
This was spent at the coaching inns where 
he changed horses every 10 to 15 miles as 
he travelled non-stop, day and night. At 
Woodyates he had to shell out  £2 and 5 
Shillings at the Woodyates Inn.

Lieutenant Lapenotiere was not aware 
of it at the time but he was in a race with 
another officer - Captain Sykes - who also 
carried news of Trafalgar. Had he lost the 
race Lapenotiere would not have received  
the £500 reward and promotion to Post 
Captain with which he was rewarded for 
his service. As it was it is estimated that he 
beat Sykes by about an hour. 

The Trafalgar Way now celebrates this story 
and has erected plaques commemorating 
different parts of the route. At Woodyates 
you can see the refurbished plaque once 
again adorning the stone plinth by the bus 
shelter. Putting the Trafalgar Way into the 
national consciousness creates heritage, 
educational and local economy benefits. 
This year the Trafalgar Way want you to 
create a ‘Postcard from the Trafalgar Way’ 
highlighting a feature on the route. 

There are categories for adults and children 
and you could win £1000. You can see 
all details about the competition here 
and can find out exactly where the route 
runs:  https://www.thetrafalgarway.org/
postcards  whether you’re an amateur or a 
professional, an artist or a photographer, 
this is a great opportunity with more than 
40 prize categories - a chance to have your 
own brush with history!

Create a ‘Postcard from the Trafalgar Way’ Photo Competition

An actor dressed as Lieutenant Lapenotiere launching ‘Postcards from the Trafalgar Way’  
in Trafalgar Square (Photo credit © Paul Clarke Photography)
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LKJ Care
Leah Way

NVQ 3 in care offering quality care support within 
your home from day to day support to accessing 

the community.

Fully Insured.

01725 552480
07840 979 180

IAN HARRIS   
MIPRE

Call me, your local expert with 
over thirty years experience.

Tel: 01747 870822 
Mobile: 07921 194816

• Advice on repair of your 
existing equipment

• Assistance in setting up 
and supply of new items

• Loan sets available

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

Kevin Knight
Horologist

Clock and Watch Repairs

Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451

kevindavidknight@gmail.com

Pentridge 
Village Hall

www.pentridgedorset.co.uk

Pentridge Village Hall

Our village hall is the 
perfect venue for parties, 

coffee mornings,
charity events 

and much, much more!

Please call 01725 516973 
or email: 

info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
if you would like to book

the hall or make an enquiry.

designed with you in mind

&
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NATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRENATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRE

We offer an extensive range of
natural therapies and spa body
treatments from Hot Stone
Massage to Aromatherapy, Reiki
Healing to Reflexology, Spa Body
Wraps to Organic Fruit Facials.

Visit us for a treatment, enjoy a
day retreat or stay with us at the
Farmhouse, where we offer you
luxury B&B accommodation to
complete your Sarpenela
experience.

01725 516942
info@sarpenela.co.uk
www.sarpenela.co.uk

Sarpenela, Farnham, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

Gift vouchers also available

Sarpenela Natural therapies centre is a haven 
of tranquility.
We bring to you an extensive range of Natural 
Therapies and Spa Body treatments. Spend 
some time out of your routine to let go and 
relax. Let our experienced therapists advise 
and treat you on many aspects of natural health 
and well-being. We tailor our treatments to suit 
your individual needs.

Reiki Healing Training
With Sarah Lownds Reiki Master/Teacher, 
Founder of Sarpenela. Reiki First Degree, 
Reiki Second Degree, Reiki Advanced 
Degree, Reiki Master/Teacher Degree.

Workshops
• Kindred Spirits meditation group
• Reiki Share group
• Sacred Journey Shamanic Circle
• Gong Baths
• Shamanic Trance Dance

Massage 
Lava Shell, Thai Hot Compress, Hot Stone, Therapeutic, 
Aromatherapy, M.L.D, Healing massage, Pregnancy, 
Indian Head, Back Neck & Shoulder.

Natural Healing 
Reiki, Chakra Balance, Shamanic, Colour therapy,  
Intuitive healing, Past Life Regression, Gong Sound 
Healing.

Natural Therapies & Remedies 
Reflexology, Thermo-Auricular Therapy, Bach Flower 
Remedies.

Spa Body Treatments 
Spa Deluxe, Salt Glow, Body Wraps, Indulgence Hands & 
Feet, Spa Reflexology.

Meditation 
Regular meditations are held at Sarpenela.

Half Day Retreats 
Indulge in a Morning or Afternoon. Our experienced 
team are here to help tailor your time and treatments. 
Why not include Morning Refreshments or Afternoon 
Tea. Small groups are welcome. Bridal Treats and Hen 
Parties.
Farnham Farm House B&B, home to Sarpenela provides 
the perfect retreat for a longer stay.

Gift Vouchers 
Treat a friend to some special time.

For extensive information and Tariffs
Please see our website:

www.sarpenela.co.uk
info@sarpenela.co.uk 

Tel: 01725 516942
Sarpenela Natural Therapies Centre

Farnham Farm House – Farnham,
Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

 
Far from the madding crowd... 

 

Farnham Farmhouse 
Bed & Breakfast 

 
John and Pat Benjafield welcome you to their 

farmhouse and working farm in this beautiful, 
unspoilt village of Farnham –Hardy’s Dorset. 

 
Tel: 01725 516 254 

E-mail: Info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 
Visit: www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk    
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered 

Physiotherapist

Treatment for:
• Sports Injuries
• Spinal and Neck Pain
• Arthritis
• Headaches
• Acupuncture
• Ergonomic Advice
• Massage

Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

Mobile Hair & Nails 
by Andi

Hair and nails in the comfort of your 
own home

 

1.  
Interested in learning more or becoming a 

Friend? 
Contact Erica Pretty on 07825 145726 

or go to 
www.dementiafriends.org.uk 

 
 

Help Line 0303 3033 100
Hazel Kileen 

01725 552980 
 is our Community 

Dementia Friend Champion

Health & Beauty

 

Quirky headwear, 
bags, purses & jewellery,

designed & made 
in Woodcutts.
Browse & shop at:

www.tenandsixdesigns.co.uk
or

www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
tenandsixcraft

              DRESSMAKING
                         ----------xxx----------

             Clothes tailored to all
             shapes, sizes and

              special requirements

                To a chosen pattern
               one-off design or

                copy of an old favourite

                            Upcycling              

                Alterations, big or small
              Mending

               ---------xxxxxxx---------

               01725 552620
                   07754208180

               sarahbfradgley@gmail.com
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Gone Sailing
Log 44

Whither Wander
As you know, the Wednesday cruisers are 
The Meanderers, and now that Saturdays 
have been taken over, the new title is 
Weekend Wanderers, with a weather 
window available, two yachts took 
advantage of the forecast low winds to 
venture out, XC and Met Office agreed with 
light winds at first gusting up later in the 
day, so we ran down wind, with main out 
and preventer on, jib poled out running 
down the Solent in bright sunshine, and 
Julie on the helm, we could have been in 
the Med, (except for thermals!) A good point 
of sailing for coffee and choccy biccies 
before gybing round to head for Newtown 
Creek, picking up a buoy for lunch, not 
quite warm enough for lunch on deck, 
but with cabin heater and soup all cosy 
down below. As forecast, the wind picked 
up and we decided two reefs in the main 
before setting off, with a full genoa, once 
clear of the creek, we were overpowered, 
and so took in two reefs in the jib, much 
better! Now 20kn on a close fetch back to 
Lymington. Very quick, goodness me are we 
there already?

Haul Out Time Again
Wednesday 26th February, was our lift 
out, very early, and ice on the pontoon. So 
round to The Haven for lift, wash, and shore 
up. Interestingly three Sweden 390s were 
lifted out one after the other, a lovely sight.
Photo shows Ayers & Graces in the slings 
from Arpeggio.

Unfortunately our elder crew member 
fell in The Haven, injuring his nose, and a 
dash to Lymington Hospital was required, 
slightly bruised and battered, he is 
recovering.

Sailing 2020
Still planning our sailing trips, some 
concern re Brexit and Red Diesel, we will 
have to see how it all pans out.
Keep an eye on LTSC website for open days 
www.ltsc.co.uk , Next Open Day and RYA 
Discover Sailing – Saturday 23rd May and 
Sunday 24th May 10:00 – 16:00 tbc.

Adam
Yachting Correspondent for  

Sixpenny Handley

Photo shows the return in 20kn +.

Haul Out Time Again
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Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors, 
Windows, Facias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Carpentry & 
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen

IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Directors: Paul Maidment & Julian Carter Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, 

Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel/Fax: 01258 45 45 22 Email: mandcltd@btconnect.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

01258 721641
Roger: 07879 453757   Ryan: 07753 458958

info@randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 
www.randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 

Boiler Servicing & 
Maintenance

Gas, Oil & LPG

Full Heating Systems 
Installed or Upgraded

Power Flushing
Boiler Replacements

Oil Tanks
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Gas Cookers & Hobs

T: 01747 828689 
M: 07974249287

Donhead St. Andrew

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS

FREE QUOTATIONS

SIMON WALLWORTH                                       
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

S WALLWORTH  
ELECTRICAL  SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Call now for a free 
no obligation quote

Metalsmiths & Engineers
07766 203 817  

richard@sixpennyforge.co.uk

METALSMITHS
& ENGINEERS

MADE IN ENGLAND

SIX
PENNY FORGE



The Downsman - April 2020

30

CBA Services Ltd ............................
We are entering a difficult time now so in 
addition to the Budget summary I have also 
made a note of other measures that have 
been announced by the Chancellor to assist 
with businesses.  This is as at the date of 
writing the article.

Personal Tax and miscellaneous matters 
Income Tax bands, rates and the dividend 
allowance 
The Income Tax bands for 2020-21 have 
also been maintained at 2019-20 levels. 
They are: 
• Basic rate band £37,500 (2019-20 

£37,500)
• Higher rate band £37,501 to £150,000 

(2019-20 £37,501 to£150,000)
• Additional rate, no change, applies to 

income of more than £150,000.
Consequently, the higher rate threshold 
will stay as £50,000 from April 2020. There 
is no change in Income Tax rates, and 
the tax rates applied to dividend income. 
Changes to these Income Tax bands apply 
to England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
The Scottish parliament now set their own 
Income Tax bandings. 

Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) 
SSP will be temporarily payable from day 1 
instead of day 4 for affected individuals and 
will include those infected and those self-
isolating, who are not infected. 

Those who cannot claim SSP, the self-
employed for example, are to be provided 
with easier access to Universal Credits and 
the Contributory Employment and Support 
Allowance. 

Local Authority Hardship Fund 
Government is providing a new £500m 
Hardship Fund so local authorities can 
support economically vulnerable people 
and households.  Most of this funding will 
probably support the extension of council 
tax relief. 

Personal Tax allowance 
The personal Income Tax allowance for 
2020-21 is maintained at £12,500 (2019-20 
£12,500). 

Earlier payments of Capital Gains Tax 
(CGT) 

As previously announced, from April 2020, 
UK residents will be required to make a 
payment on account for CGT due on a 
chargeable residential property sale. For 
example, the sale of a buy-to-let property. 
A formal computation of any gains and 
payment of CGT due on the disposal 
will have to be made within 30 days of 
the property disposal.  The changes 
have applied from April 2019 for non-UK 
residents. 

Capital Gains Tax Private Residence 
Relief changes 

From April 2020, the government intends to 
make two changes to the private residence 
relief: 
1. The final exempt period will be 

reduced from 18 months to 9 months, 
with no change to the 36 months 
available for those who are disabled or 
in care homes, and

2. Lettings relief will be reformed so that 
it only applies in certain circumstances 
where the property owner is in shared 
occupancy with the tenant.

Tobacco Duty Rates 
All tobacco products will see an increase 
in duty by 2% above the current rate of 
inflation.  Hand-rolling tobacco will see an 
increase of 6% above the rate of inflation.   
These changes will impact prices from 6pm, 
11 March 2020. 

Vehicle Excise Duty 
Rates are due to be increased in line with 
the Retail Prices Index from April 2020. 

Fuel Duty 
This is frozen for another year. 

Alcohol duty rates 
Alcohol Duty rates remain unchanged for 
2020-21. This will be welcome news for 
pubs and bars. 

ISA limits 2020-21 
Adult savings limits remain unchanged at 
£20,000.   Junior ISA limits are increased to 
£9,000. 

Zero-rating of VAT for women’s sanitary 
products 

This measure is to be introduced from 1 
January 2021. 

Bank support from mortgage lenders 
Although not a budget announcement, 
a number of banks and other mortgage 

lenders are offering a moratorium on 
mortgage repayments to those directly 
affected by the Coronavirus. This is 
welcome support for individuals whose 
income may be diminished by absence 
from work. At least one High Street 
lender has committed to a three-month 
moratorium.  Banks are also considering 
increasing credit card limits and cash 
withdrawal limits. 

Business Tax changes 
National Insurance 

It was confirmed that the tax threshold 
for National Insurance Contributions will 
rise to £9,500 from April 2020 (was £8,632). 
This should save £100 a year in National 
Insurance contributions for some 31 million 
people. 

CGT Entrepreneurs’ relief 
One of the significant announcements in 
the budget speech was the reduction of 
the lifetime allowance for this relief from 
£10m to £1m. This will apply to all relevant 
business disposals on or after 11 March 
2020. The Chancellor has avoided the 
abolition of the relief but has restricted 
lifetime claims to £1m. 
Special provisions may apply to disposals 
contracted for sale before 11 March 2020, 
but when the sale was not completed at 
that date. 
Business owners and their advisors will 
need to consider other options to reduce 
CGT on business sales in excess of this £1m 
limit. 

CGT annual allowance 
The annual tax-free allowance is to be 
increased to £12,300 for 2020-21 (£12,000 
2019-20).  The equivalent allowance for 
trustees is £6,150 (£6,000 2019-20). 
Tax benefit charges for low CO2 vehicles 

In an attempt to support new regulation in 
this area, the listed benefit rates will be cut 
by 2% for vehicles that qualify for the new 
standard (Worldwide harmonised Light 
Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) for all new 
cars registered from 6 April 2020). 

One-off grant for small businesses 
The government is to provide a £3,000 
grant to businesses that presently qualify 
for the Small Business Rates Relief or Rural 
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April 2020..........................................................................
Rate Relief.  Businesses that think they 
may be eligible should contact their local 
authority. 
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 

Scheme 
The government will launch a new, 
temporary Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme, delivered by 
the British Business Bank, to support 
businesses to access bank lending and 
overdrafts. 
Government will provide lenders with a 
guarantee of 80% on each loan (subject to 
a per lender cap on claims) to give lenders 
further confidence in continuing to provide 
finance to SMEs. The government will 
not charge businesses or banks for this 
guarantee, and the Scheme will support 
loans of up to £1.2 million in value. This 
new guarantee will initially support up 
to £1 billion of lending on top of current 
support offered through the British 
Business Bank. 

HMRC’s Time To Pay Scheme 
HMRC are expanding the number of 
operatives that manage calls from 
taxpayers that are unable to pay their taxes 
on time. If readers are concerned about 
meeting tax payments call the dedicated 
help-line 0800 0159 559. 

Relief for Statutory Sick Pay payments 
Small and medium-sized businesses, 
those with less than 250 employees at 
28 February 2020, will be able to reclaim 
any approved SSP payments. The actual 
method for making a claim is yet to be 
agreed as current payroll processes cannot 
accommodate this type of refund.  Watch 
this space as this is a welcome cost saver 
for smaller businesses. 

Business Rates Retail Discount Scheme 
The government has already announced 
that, for one year from 1 April 2020, the 
business rates retail discount for properties 
with a rateable value below £51,000 in 
England will increase from one third to 50% 
and will be expanded to include cinemas 
and music venues. 
To support small businesses, in response 
to COVID-19, the retail discount will be 
increased to 100% and expanded to include 
hospitality and leisure businesses. 

The government previously committed 
to introducing a £1,000 business rates 
discount for pubs with a rateable value 
below £100,000 in England for one year 
from 1 April 2020. To further support pubs, 
in response to COVID-19, the discount will 
be increased to £5,000. 
Affected businesses should receive 
amended rates bills for 2020-21 from their 
local authority. Regional variations may 
apply. 

Corporation Tax 
The previously announced reduction in 
Corporation Tax from 19% to 17% - from 
April 2020 - has been scrapped. Corporation 
Tax rates are to remain at 19% for the 
financial year beginning 1 April 2020. 

Structures and Buildings allowance 
The annual writing down rate is to be 
increased from 2% to 3% from April 2020. 

Digital Services Tax 
Despite opposition from various quarters 
it looks as if the new Digital Services Tax 
of 2% will be applied to digital businesses 
from April 2020.  This will be a major 
revenue raiser for HMRC. 

VAT reverse-charge for the construction 
sector 

A reminder that the domestic reverse 
charge process will apply to the 
construction sector from 1 October 2020. 
Affected contractors that are still unsure 
of the changes they will need to make are 
invited to call so we can help you set up the 
relevant systems. 

VAT registration threshold – no change 
The present VAT registration limit (£85,000) 
and deregistration limit (£83,000) will 
continue to apply for a further two years; 
until 31 March 2022. 

Clamp-down on tax evaders 
As is usual, the budget includes a number 
of provisions to reduce the successful 
application of tax avoidance strategies. 

Employment Allowance 
The present £3,000 relief that reduces 
employer’s NIC contributions is to be 
increased to £4,000 from April 2020. From 6 
April 2020, you will only be able to claim if 
your Class 1 NIC bill was below £100,000 in 
the previous tax year. 

Car and van benefits charges 

Van benefit charges and car and van fuel 
benefit charges will be increased to account 
for inflation from April 2020. 

R&D expenditure credit 
This “Above the line” expenditure credit 
is currently 12% of qualifying R&D 
expenditure. This is to be increased to 13% 
from 1 April 2020. 

Zero-rating of e-publications 
From 1 December 2020, e-books, 
e-newspapers, e-magazines and academic 
e-journals will be zero-rated for VAT 
purposes. 
Capital loss restriction from 1 April 2020 

For accounting periods ending on or after 
1 April 2020, companies making capital 
gains will only be able to offset up to 50% 
of those gains using carried-forward, 
allowable capital losses. 

Bank support for small businesses 
In concert with the flexibility being 
offered to individuals, banks are looking 
at relaxing their criteria that would allow 
small businesses affected by Coronavirus 
disruption to obtain loans on favourable 
terms. 

Climate issues 
The government will also invest in the 
natural environment: planting enough trees 
to cover an area the size of Birmingham, 
restoring peatlands and providing more 
funding to protect the UK’s unique plants 
and animals. 

The government will also go further to 
tackle the scourge of plastic waste by 
introducing a Plastic Packaging Tax, as well 
as providing further funding to encourage 
producers to make their packaging more 
recyclable. 

Coronavirus update
As you may have heard, the Chancellor 
announced on 17 March 2020 the following 
measures to help small businesses:

Hotels/pubs/retail 
1. If you have pandemic insurance, then 

you should be able to claim under your 
insurance policy.

2. No business rates even if your rateable 
value exceeds £51,000.
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Services Limited
helping you work

CBA Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals
and Businesses

CBA Services offers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice.  A bespoke 
service tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost.

• Income Tax Advice
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns
• Capital Gains Tax Planning
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Child Tax Credits
• Notice of Coding Issues

• Accounts
• Company Secretarial
• VAT Returns
• Payroll/PAYE
• Bookkeeping
• CIS (Construction Industry Scheme)

Individuals, Trusts and Estates Businesses

If you find you need help in dealing with the complexities of HM Revenue & 
Customs and would like a free hour’s consultation, then please give us a call.

CBA Services
45 East Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7DX
Telephone: 01258 840306  /  07895 913546
Email:  catherine@cba-services.co.uk
Website:  www.cba-services.co.uk

• Income Tax Advice 
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns 
• Capital Gains Tax Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Child Tax Credits 
• Notice of Coding Issues 

 

Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals 
and Businesses 

CBA Services 
Unit 3d, Manor Farm Business Centre 
Gussage St Michael, Wimborne, Dorset  BH21 5HT 
Telephone: 01258 840306  /  07895 913546 
Email:  cchapman.cba@gmail.com 
Website:  www.cba-services.co.uk 

If you find you need help in dealing with the complexities of HM Revenue & Customs and would like a 
free hour’s consultation, then please give us a call. 

Individuals, Trusts and Estates Businesses  

• Accounts 
• Company Secretarial 
• VAT Returns 
• Payroll/PAYE 
• Bookkeeping 
• CIS (Construction Industry Scheme) 

 

CBA Services offers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice.  A bespoke service 
tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost. 

3. You will be able to receive a cash grant 
of up to £25,000 per business.  You will 
need to apply to your local authority 
to receive this.  Guidance for local 
authorities on the application of this 
will be available by 20 March 2020.    
This is with a rateable value between 
£15,000 and £51,000.

Other small businesses
1. No business rates.
2. Cash grants of up to £10,000 per 

business.  Apparently, it appears 
that you do not need to apply as 
you will be contacted by your local 
authority.  Funding for the scheme 
will be provided to local authorities by 
government in early April.

Both
1. If you must pay your staff statutory sick 

pay, then you can claim this back from 
HMRC. 

2. There will be an interest free loan for 6 
months.

3. If you have difficulty in paying 
outstanding tax liabilities, you may 
be able to receive support through 
HMRC’s Time to Pay service.  If this 
is the case, please call the COVID-19 
dedicated helpline on 0800 0159 559.

Individuals
1. Your lender should allow you to have 

a 3-month payment holiday without 
penalties.

If you need assistance with any 
accountancy or tax related matters, 
please contact Catherine at CBA Services 
Limited on 01258 840306 / 07895 913546 / 
catherine@cba-services.co.uk

Whilst care has been taken in preparing this 
publication it is for information only.  It is not, 
and should not be construed as, advice and 
accordingly no reliance should be placed on the 
information contained herein.

Extract from Salisbury & Winchester Journal 27.8.48
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Law & more...

CATCHPOLE LAW
A Law Practice based in Gussage St Michael, with specialist focus on: 

* WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING * INHERITANCE AND CAPITAL GAINS TAX ADVICE

* POWERS OF ATTORNEY * DEATH IN SERVICE AND PENSION TRUSTS

* PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION * CHARITIES

* VARIATIONS OF ESTATES * RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY WORK

* TRUSTS * CARE OF THE ELDERLY    and more …

APPOINTMENTS IN THE OFFICE OR AT YOUR OWN HOME 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE
01258 840507  to speak to Michael Catchpole, Sarah Dixon, 

Carol Bedford or Piers Williams
Principal:  Michael Catchpole, Solicitor 

7 Manor Farm Business Centre, Gussage St Michael, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 5HT 
Catchpole Law is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No:  513783) 

CATCHPOLE LAW   ……………    on law 

COVID-19 CORONA VIRUS

At Catchpole Law we want you to know that we are taking all possible measures to ensure that the current 
Government and NHS guidelines are being followed and that the health and safety of our clients and staff are our 
top priority. 

Our intention, at the moment, is to continue to provide an “in the office” presence Monday to Friday and to work as 
normally as possible. If the situation changes we will of course let our clients know immediately.

Catchpole Law benefits from being in a rural location and all our staff know that it is essential to adhere to NHS 
anti-virus procedures. When you come into the office you will be asked some simple questions about recent travel 
and contact with possibly “at risk” people. You will also be invited to sanitize your hands. Our meeting room is 
cleansed daily and “safe distances” will be maintained in all meetings.

The publicity surrounding Covid-19 has meant that many  individuals have refocused on what they can do to ensure 
that their legal affairs are managed without fuss, in the event that they become unwell. 

Will reviews or the implementation or review of LPAs, both for Health and Welfare and for Property and 
Financial Affairs, are sensible precautions to take. For those of you who have not made provision or who wish to 
review your affairs - Catchpole Law’s specialists are in a position to assist immediately. We will still offer the first 
30 minutes of a meeting free of charge. 

We can also review and take instructions over the telephone if that is more convenient.

These are challenging and demanding times. Having your legal affairs on a sound footing is a sensible 
precaution. Once done it will remove some of the stress and worry.
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STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

 
	

 
 

STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

 
	

 
 

STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

 
	

 
 

STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

 
	

 
 

STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

 
	

Colin Pearce Car Repairs Ltd
Unit 1, Pinewood Park Business Centre

Blandford Rd, Coombe Bissett, SP5 5RF
in conjunction with Tisbury Motors, SP36HF

We offer the following services:
Diagnostics up to Main Dealer level on most vehicles, key coding, ECU re-coding

MOT tests on Class 1,2,4 and 7 vehicles & campers
Servicing Repairs on all types of vehicles, welding aircon, types, batteries, exhausts

We can also re-map your vehicle to give you more power
Free local collection and delivery service available

Tel: 01725 519300      Mob: 07970 789836

4675

Trust my Garage

Looking for a Green Waste Disposal site? 
 

Excellent quality screened topsoil 
 

Landscaping compost for domestic or commercial use 
 

Delivery service for bulk bags or loose loads 
 

 

📧📧 rod@newbournecompost.co.uk 
📞📞 Office  01725 518673 
📞📞 Rod       07896 544197 
📞📞 Andy     07766 163203   

 www.newbournecompost.co.uk  

Ancient highways criss-cross all parishes; 
they are the routes that our ancestors took 
when they travelled to markets, to work, to 
church and to fairs and festivals. 

Today, many of these routes are preserved 
for public access in the definitive map 
and statement, a document which started 
life in 1949. A change in the law, in 2000 
means that in 2026 all historic public rights 
not recorded in the definitive map and 
statement, or the subject of an application 
to record them, will be lost.

If you are aware of ‘Lost Ways’ and would 
like more information on how to help 
record them, you can get in touch with your 
rights of way team at your local authority.

For more information contact the Ramblers 
Association or for Wiltshire Council, please 
contact Sally Madgwick or call 01225 
713392.

Do you have any ‘Lost 
Ways’ in your parish?
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Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:

Close board
Chain link

Post and Rail

Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604 

Mobile 07778 603 559

New web site.
www.dorsettreesandhedges.com

paul@dorsettreesandhedges.com

01725552985 / 07771710919

Gardening

Gardeners’ Notes

Apr

May

Plant out potatoes

Sow carrots

Sow last minute tomatoes, chillies

Deadhead spring bulbs

Sow sunflowers  Prune shrubs after flowering  

( forsythia)

 Start hardening off tender plants

Cover over potatoes

Sow salad leaves

Start increasing wateringWildlife is important to any garden, consider starting 
a pond. They can come in all shapes and sizes, from 

pots on a patio to larger areas. Perfect for bringing in 
frogs and dragonflies.

Self-isolating? A perfect time to get  
working in your garden,  enjoy spring, 

get close to nature and notice the daily 
changes occurring - you could even write 

about them for the next Downsman!
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DON’T GET LEFT
OUT IN THE 

COLD!
GET YOUR STOVE

FITTED THIS 
WINTER

Chase & Chalke, the new Cranborne 
Chase & Chalke Valley Landscape 
Partnership is inviting local walkers, 
groups and individuals to get involved 
with a new walking festival. The festival, 
to be launched this September, aims to 
encourage people to get out and about in 
the region’s unique landscapes to discover 
and enjoy its rich heritage.

The festival will feature a range of walks, 
from shorter village routes to longer hikes, 
each with a link to the region’s natural 
or social history. Participants might walk 
in the footsteps of legionaries on hidden 
Roman Roads, or follow the trail of local 
artists, enjoy a talk about the area before 
exploring it for themselves, or join a 
naturalist to learn about some of the rarer 
species which call the chalk downland 
home.

We’d like to hear from keen volunteers with 
an interest in walking, archaeology, ecology 

or history who would like to get involved, 
both during and after the festival. Please 
contact Rachel Limb, the project’s Heritage 
and Community Engagement Officer 
on 01725 517417, or email rachellimb@
cranbornechase.org.uk.

A new Walking Festival for Cranborne Chase & The Chalke Valley
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Low Cost Digital TV Aerials
•	 Low	Cost	Digital	Aerials	supplied	and	fitted
•	 Freesat supplied and installed
•	 Extra	TV	Points	fitted
•	 Sky Dish alignment and re-installation
•	 DAB	Radio	Aerials	supplied	and	fitted
Local Family Business

Please call Martyn
W e  A r e  O p e n  7  D a y s  a  W e e k  f r o m  8 . 0 0 a m  t o  9 . 0 0 p m

01725 517941
07876 126438

Tel:
Mob:

FREE
SIGNAL TEST

FOR FREEVIEW
DIGITAL RECEPTION

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

GIVEN

CRANBORNE AERIALS

  Experience shopping in  our Barn 
Showroom in Sixpenny Handley 
 open  every Friday 10am to 2pm.

Please contact for full 
opening times

Frogmore Barn  has a wide  range 
 of furniture  and beautiful items 

for the home as well as  a 
selection  of personal gifts 

 with seasonal stock changes
                                        

 Follow Frogmore Design on 
Facebook and Instagram    
     Frogmore Farmhouse,

Frogmore Lane,  6d Handley 
 Tel: 01725 552910  

 email: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk 
 website: www.frogmoredesign.com

superfast rural broadband

Using state-of-the-art ‘Fibre to the Mast’ technology, Wessex Internet can deliver superfast speeds of up to 
50Mb/s to Sixpenny Handley.  With our newest mast now in place we can see more homes than ever. 
To find out if we can reach your property visit: wessexinternet.com/SixpennyHandley

Tel: 0333 240 7997

Internet 
Packages

from
£25

We’ve expanded our 
coverage of Sixpenny Handley

Faster Upload 
than ordinary 
broadband

24x
Up to

wessexinternet.com

superfast
Sixpenny

50Mb/s rural
broadband

is here!
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Situated in Ebbesbourne Wake Village Hall
Just: 10 minutes from Sixpenny Handley, 5 minutes from Broad Chalke & 10 minutes from Tisbury

Come and take a look or request a prospectus
Contact Angela, Karen or Nicky on 01722 781069 or send us an email to 

brightsparksare@aol.com

£3.30 per hour for 3- 7 yr olds
£3.50 per hour for 2 yr olds
£4.00 per hour for 1 yr olds

Holiday Club 
available

during school holidays

One of the few local nurseries who take children aged 1 year

Owned and run by Angela, Karen & Nicky for the past 12 years

Unique village setting 

with outside space & 

large playing field

9:00 until 4:00

Monday to Friday

Noticeboard

Happy Nappy meets every Monday in  
the Village Hall 

from 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Singing and Fun 
for Babies and Children 

...with coffee, tea and a chat for 
adults at our friendly group...

Children 50p, Adults £1

Lucy Barr 07508 691323
Milly Bones 07525 248890

Teddy Bears 
Drop-in

Thursdays  10:30—12 noon,
in term times.

Carers and small children are 
welcome for a chat, coffee and play 

in St Mary’s Church

 

Just:		
10	minutes	from	Sixpenny	Handley,	5	minutes	from	Broad	Chalke	&	10	minutes	from	Tisbury	

Situated	in	Ebbesbourne	Wake	Village	Hall	
		

Come	and	take	a	look	or	request	a	prospectus.	
		

Contact	Angela,	Karen	or	Nicky	on	01722	781069	or	send	us	an	email	to	brightsparksare@aol.com.		

£3.30	per	hour	3-5	yr	olds	
£3.50	per	hour	for	2	yr	olds		
£4.00	per	hour	for	1	yr	olds	

“Children	settle	immediately	on	arrival.	They	are	happy	to	see	each	other	and	
the	staff.	Children	have	high	self-esteem	and	are	extremely	

	independent	and	confident.”	
Ofsted	Report	2016	

 

Holiday	Club	
	available		

during	school	holidays	

 

Just:		
10	minutes	from	Sixpenny	Handley,	5	minutes	from	Broad	Chalke	&	10	minutes	from	Tisbury	

Situated	in	Ebbesbourne	Wake	Village	Hall	
		

Come	and	take	a	look	or	request	a	prospectus.	
		

Contact	Angela,	Karen	or	Nicky	on	01722	781069	or	send	us	an	email	to	brightsparksare@aol.com.		

£3.30	per	hour	3-5	yr	olds	
£3.50	per	hour	for	2	yr	olds		
£4.00	per	hour	for	1	yr	olds	

“Children	settle	immediately	on	arrival.	They	are	happy	to	see	each	other	and	
the	staff.	Children	have	high	self-esteem	and	are	extremely	

	independent	and	confident.”	
Ofsted	Report	2016	

 

Holiday	Club	
	available		

during	school	holidays	

A secure, loving and fun environment for your child

Sixpenny Handley  
Youth Club 

6D Handley Village Hall
Age 10 - 16 welcome

facebook.com/6d4all
Contact Liz 01425 654467, Vicky 01725 

552549, Graham 01725 516973

Fees & Funding
3/4 yr olds 
£4.25 per hour 
£12.75 per session

 (funding available 
for 3-5 year olds)

2/3 yr olds 
£4.75 per hour, 

£14.25 per 
session

Sessions

Monday to Thursday:
8:45am-11:45am

&  
11:45am-2:45pm

Friday: 
8:45am - 11:45am

Registered Charity no. 1137622

www.thelittlepennies.co.uk     
info@thelittlepennies.co.uk

Tel: Becky 01725 552997

“Children are making 
excellent progress from their 

starting points. They gain 
the skills they need for their 

future learning 
and in readiness 

for school.”  
Outstanding 

OFSTED report 
2016

Purpose built pre-school at 
Sixpenny Handley First School 
with indoor/outdoor free  ow play areas.



Date Club or Group Page Day Club or Group

Thu  Parish Library 1st & 3rd Thu : Parish Office  : 3pm - 4:15pm

Thu Yoga with Araxy : 6D Village Hall 

Thu Downsman Business Group : bi-monthly : 9:30 - 10:30am

Thu Extend Seated Exercise : Parish Office : 10:30am

Thu Mothers’ Union : 2nd Thursday in the Month 14:45

Thu Magnificafé & Teddy Bears Drop-in : Church 9.00 - 12:00
Weekly in Term Time

Thu 6D Handley Tennis Club Rusty Racquets 6:30-7:30

Fri  Parish Library : Parish Office  : 8:30am - 10am

Fri Chase Community Friends Lunch
Village Hall : 2nd Friday in the Month

Fri 6D For All - Youth Club : 6D Village Hall
Alternating weeks 7:30pm

Sun St Mary’s Church
10:00 Traditional & Informal services 18:00 Evensong 

Alternating weeks St Rumbold’s 11:15  
Gussage St Andrew 9:00

Mon Happy Nappy : Village Hall 10:00 - 11:30
Weekly in Term Time

Mon WI Meetings : Village Hall : 2nd Monday of Month

Mon Pilates : Village Hall 4:30pm

Mon Cubs 5:30pm & Scouts 7:15pm : Scout HQ : Term Time

Mon Boxercise class : 6D Village Hall at 7.15pm  
2nd Mon of the Month at Sandroyd.

Tues  Parish Library : Parish Office  : 10am - 12noon

Tues Beavers 5pm & Scouts 7:15pm : Scout HQ : Term Time

Wed Cross Roads Café  Parish Office 10:30am - 12noon

Wed Whist : Village Hall : Fortnightly

Wed Beavers 5pm, Cubs 6:15pm : Scout HQ : Term Time

Thu Explorers : Scout HQ : Term Time

Please check with individual groups if they are offering online services or when they are re-starting...

	

CHASE 
COMMUNITY 

FRIENDS 

Registered	Charity:	No	1102105	Supported	by	Dorset	County	
Council	Services	Committee	

Invite	you	to	

11am	to	3pm		
on	2nd	Friday	each	month		

at	Sixpenny	Handley	Village	Hall	
£5	per	person	

	
	
The	day	includes:	
1. Coffee and Tea 
2. 3 course freshly cooked meal 
3. Quiz 
4. Entertainment 
5. Transport (if required) 

Volunteers needed to help at the ‘Meet and Munch’ as well as drivers – to volunteer call 01258 841321 

We	also	provide:	
¥ Transport to the surgery, hospital, dentists, etc. 

(45p per mile to cover costs) 
¥ Prescription Collection 

Why not come along and make new friends. 
 

To Book Call: 01258 841321 

Meet and Munch - Currently suspended
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Rob’s Column
World Exclusive: Giant Greenback Tortoise Seen in Garston Wood

Whatever besets you
Whatever gets you down
There’s family, friends and others
So, you don’t need to frown
They’ll help you share your burden
And they will help you cope
But really more importantly 
They are sure to give you hope.

It’s not the destination
But the journey we take
It isn’t the path we travel
But the friendships that we make
The world spins so fast
Life isn’t always calm
But with friends to lean on
We’ll never come to harm.

When life throws you lemons
Don’t be bitter and down
Try to focus on happy things
Chase away that frown
Time to relax 
Time to renew
Then the tide will change
You’ll find a brand new you.

Be of optimistic mind
Even in times of stress
Go outside, talk to friends
If life just seems a mess
Think of things that make you smile
Confide in your family
Things have a way of working out
Which at the time we cannot see.

Soak up the joys of reading
And you’re bound to find
A sense of satisfaction
And relaxation of the mind
Kids also love a story
A word of wonder to explore
Books capture the imagination
Bring pleasure, learning and more. 

Pearls of Wisdom
1. Family comes first.
2. Treat others as you would wish to be 

treated.
3. Practise makes perfect.
4. Save for a rainy day, put something 

away.
5. Never judge a book by its cover.

6. Look after the pennies and the pounds 
will look after themselves.

7. Life is just what you make it.
8. Stay in touch with loved ones.
9. If it looks too good to be true it 

probably is.
10. Forgive and forget.

Rob’s Wisdom
1. Bring your family to Rob’s Auction in 

October.
2. It will be a good treat for all.
3. Put things away to donate to the sale.
4. Save the pennies and the pounds will 

grow
5. You never know what might be there.
6. It’s surprising what you can get for next 

to nothing cost.
7. If you don’t go you might miss out on 

a bargain
8. Meet old friends and make new ones.
9. If it looks too good to be true, it’s a 

bargain.
10. Don’t forget to make plans to come.

Rob


