
The Parish of Sixpenny Handley and Pentridge, including Woodyates, Deanland and Minchington

October 2020Delivered by Sixpenny Handley Homewatch

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions held by the 
Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised 

within.
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Police  
Verwood Police Stn   01202 222222
                                   

Dementia Friend Champion Hazel Kileen 552980
Sixpenny Handley Allotment Holders Association 
Chairman John Curtis    552397
Secretary Steve Barrett    552121
Schools 
First School Handley First School   552356
Middle School Cranborne Middle School 517348
Upper School Queen Elizabeth’s  School 
  Wimborne         01202 885233
Little Pennies Pre-School   552997
Matt Reeks (Chairperson)    07825 054376 
Becky Wallworth (Business Manager)  552997
Happy Nappy Club 
  Lucy Barr   07508 691323
  Milly Bones  07525 248890
1st Woodcutts Scout Group
Group Scout Leader John Curtis   552397
Explorers Anthony  Brown   552814    
Scout Leader Rob Easton    552038
Cub Leader Andy Young  01258 830861
Beaver Leader       Annette Toop   07973 677815
Scout Hut Bookings Pete Wilkinson 
  bookings@fi rstwoodcutts.org.uk
6D4all Youthclub
Liz 01425 654467       Vicky 01725 552549       Graham 01725 516973
Sixpenny Handley W.I. (Formed in 1922) 
President Mrs Bobbie Carter   552042
Secretary Mrs Margaret Jones   552358
Sixpenny Handley Mothers’ Union
Contact:   Sue Curtis      552397
Chase Community Friends
Chairman Vic Hatton  01258 841321
Secretary Rosie New                     01725 516982 
Sixpenny Handley CLT
Chairman Simon Parker
Secretary Jenny Netherton   07830 188 589
Sixpenny Handley Sports Association
Sports Pavilion Bookings      552211
Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
President Ron Jermyn  552424
Secretary Colin Chambers    552796
Treasurer Ann Adams  552284
Handley Sports Club
Chairman & Treasurer  Mark Young    552741
Secretary & Team Div 3 Manager - Adam Day  01258 452481
Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 
Chairman Alex Thomas   01725 516320 
Membership/Treasurer    Stephanie Chick 552557
Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club
Evening Captain David Cross    552640
Citizens’ Advice Bureau
Wimborne Branch    03442 4 1291
Footpath Liaison  Jessica/James Winby  01725 552259

Police non-emergency number                                 101
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Parish Councillors Sixpenny Handley 
Chairman Cllr C Taylor   553148
  Cllr D Adams    552284
  Cllr R Adams    553032
  Cllr D Chick     552557
  Cllr S Meaden    552715
  Cllr S McLean                              552910
  Cllr Mrs M New    552539
Vice-Chair Cllr J Reed    516390
  Cllr A Turner  552735
Pentridge Cllr Gino Salvia    553076
Clerk  Ciona Nicholson   552211
Parish Off ice      552211
Dorset Council       Cllr Piers Brown       07511 146811
  Email:  cllrpiers.brown@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  
Member Parliament  Simon Hoare   01258 452 585
Rights of Way Liaison Off icers
Sixpenny Handley J Reed     516390
Pentridge Mrs M Jones    552358
The Downsman Team
Editor  Naomi Booth editor@thedownsman.org.uk
Treasurer , Distribution 
& Advertising Tony Gibb 552704   
  adverts@thedownsman.org.uk
Churches
Church of England St. Mary’s, Sixpenny Handley 
   St. Rumbold’s, Pentridge 
   St. Andrews, Gussage St.Andrew
Vicar Revd Canon Richard Hancock, The Vicarage
   60 High Street, Sixpenny Handley 552182
Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Lourdes &
 St. Cecilia, Blandford Forum 
Priest Monsignor Francis Jamieson 01258 452051
Doctors  Drs. Morgan, Taubman & Hawdon
 Dean Lane Surgery    552500
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Chairman Carole Wyatt    552572
Vice Chairman  Paul Styles  552544
Treasurer Tracey Lownds  552414
Bookings Janice Bicker    07951 056069 
Pentridge Village Hall
Chairman  Tarka King   tarkaking@gmail.com
Vice Chairman  Richard Pollen  pollen@richardpollen.com
Treasurer Colin Taylor  553148
Bookings  Graham Elford   07882 264160
Email: info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Overall Co-ordinator & Police Focal Point
  John  Curtis    552397
Co-ordinators 
Area 1 - Dean Lane Adam Ralph   552265
2 - Lower Handley David Chick  552557 
3 - Upper Handley  John Clarke  552674
4 - Deanland & N.E. Pete Wilkinson 553150
5 - West & South Simon Meaden    552715
Other Areas (These are separate Homewatch Schemes)
Pentridge Roy Elford    552911
Woodyates
Sugery     552500
NHS non-emergency number  111

Directory
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next edition
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The next edition will be published from
1st December 2020

Editorial

Next edition

Advertising deadline
10th November

Payment must be made before the 
advertising deadline to be included.

Please make every eff ort to meet the 
deadline so that we have time for printing, 
production and distribution.

If possible please email  your articles to 
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Our advertising off ers great value. The 
Downsman is currently delivered to over 
700 households within the parish.
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk for 
more details. 

Advertisement Costs
Size

Small Text Ad
Small Square

Rectangle
Large Square

Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition

£2.50
£5

£10
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate

 -
£25
£50

£125
£175
£250

Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square

Rectangle V
H

Large Square
Half Page

Whole Page

Image area*
30 words

59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm

122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm 

Advertisement Sizes

Sorry - we are unable to 
include fl yers

*without frame which will be added by 
us.
If you need us to set your advert please 
add a one-off  £5 fee.

Advertising

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Directory 
Noticeboard      
WI Report
Seeker

2
5
9

17

Health & Beauty 
Law & more
Gardening  
Gone Sailing
Rob’s Column

23
27
28
15
29

c/o The Parish Off ice, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA

Naomi Booth

More about the parish can be found at www.sixpennyhandley.info

On into Autumn...
Well it really has felt like all change here with 
homeschooling put aside for now as the buses and school 
timetables have returned. Lockdown has defi nitely 
brought its challenges, but has also let many of us spend 
more time  in the great outdoors and appreciate the many 
beautiful sunsets this end of the summer. Mimi, who has 
taken the beautiful photos on the cover, is also one of the 
happy band of volunteers who has joined the Downsman team aft er the call out in the 
last issue, and I want to thank each and every one of them for stepping forward so we can 
carry on producing our magazine. Distribution unfortunately has been a little erratic over 
the past few issues, with changing volunteers and distribution decisions, but I hope we will 
check all these things over the coming two issues and things will run smoothly again.

I’m very pleased to see Hanlega’s and the Library opening again off ering their services to 
our community. If you are looking for other things to do this autumn you could try some 
of Mimi’s recipes on her ‘Food for Thought’ column (page 7) or Min is running 1:1/1:2 
jewellery making workshops so you can create your own designs (page 16).

Things continue to change, but should you need them the COVID support team are still 
around, contact Andy Turner  or your local team leader below should you need to self 
isolate and need help with shopping or prescriptions.

LIST OF COVID SUPPORT LEADS
Derek Mariner 07557 955759 2 - New Town, Deanland, 

Garston

Steve Clarke 07760 858712 1 - Sixpenny Handley (Bottom)

Graham Allen 07973 387641 1 - Sixpenny Handley (Top)

Ian Callaghan 01725 552233 2 - New Town, Deanland, 
Garston

Richard Hancock 01725 552182 4 - Woodyates & Pentridge

Mike Dyer 07584 315550 4 - Woodyates & Pentridge

Rachel Hiner 07787 346384 5 - Dean End to Cashmoor

Kim Angeli 07917 403307 5 - Dean End to Cashmoor

Maureen Lockyer 01725 552492 Phone Buddies
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Penny Llama And Alpaca 
Rescue

Organic Poop for sale. No need 
to rot down can be used straight 

away, low in phosphorus. 
20 bags plus free local delivery. 

£1.20 per bag.

Tel: (01725) 552061

Penny Llama And Alpaca 
Rescue

Organic Poop for sale. No need 
to rot down can be used straight 

away, low in phosphorus. 
20 bags plus free local delivery.

£1.20 per bag.

Tel: (01725) 552061

       Chalke Heating 
Martin Miller: 07732460258

Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

e-mail:  martin@chalkeheating.com

00
00
00
00

Come and join us at The Penny 
Tap for a pint or two in the 
re-modelled  Sports Pavilion     

@ Sixpenny Handley 

Take out Service Available

00
00
00
00

pp yy yy
Temporary revised opening hours

Wednesday - Closed
Thursday - 4.30-7.30

Friday 4-8
Saturday 4-8

Library News

WE NOW STOCK CHILDREN’S BOOKS

COME WITH YOUR CHILDREN AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE

WE HAVE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES
If you have not been to our library before, please come and see us and you will be 
surprised at the choices we have. 

We have a  large selection of Fiction, Non Fiction, Biographies, travel books, hobbies, 
poetry, etc. You can browse through the books we have, and take them away, so that you 
can relax at home and enjoy them at your leisure.

Books are available when the Parish Off ice is open: Tuesday mornings 10 till 12, Friday 
mornings 8.30 till 10am and on the 1st  and 3rd Thursday of the month in the aft ernoon 
from 3pm – 4.15pm

Thursday , 1st October
 Thursday , 15th October
 Thursday, 5th November
Thursday, 19th November

Bea Boyland Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)
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Downsman Noticeboard
If your group is staging an event or needs help, use this free space to tell everyone!

Noticeboard

nggg an event or needs help,p,p  use this free sp

Opening Times:
Tuesdays 

10.00am -12.00noon
Friday 

8.30am-10.00am
Thursdays - 1st & 3rd of 

month
Thursday   1st October

 Thursday   15th  October
 Thursday   5th November

Thursday   19th of November

Parish 
Library

Church 
Daily Live Feed on 

Facebook 10am

Search for : 
St Mary’s Church, Sixpenny 

Handley

Or catch up on Youtube:
St Mary’s 6dH

Frogmore Design 
& Interior Design

Frogmore Barn continues to be open 
by appointment, which has worked 

really well.
There are bargains on stock to clear 
, as from November the Christmas 

stock will be in!
Do ring 552910 and arrange a time to 

suit you..do pop in for a browse.
Thank you for your support

Jacquie

- BEST STEAK -

WE’RE OPEN !!!!
Hanlega’s

See page 19

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
POPPY APPEAL 

2020

fi nd out more page 24

Salisbury 
Cathedral’s Spirit 

& Endeavour 
exhibition

fi nd out more page 8

Food for 
Thought

NEW!

fi nd out more page 7

COVID Support

If you are self isolating 
and need help, 

getting shopping or 
prescriptions or need a 

phone buddy...

See page 3
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Katrina Horn
Soft furnishings

Professional handmade soft 
furnishings

20 years’ experience

Beautifully made curtains, pelmets, 
Roman blinds, soft furnishings and 

accessories. 
Friendly and reliable measuring 

and fi tting service.
Telephone: 01722 780742

Email: kathorn68@yahoo.com

gg
P f i l h d d f

0 yy pep

Salisbury Cathedral’s Spirit & Endeavour

Pictures copyright 
Katharine Shearing

This year, Salisbury Cathedral opened its 
largest art exhibition for 20 years as part of 
its 800th anniversary celebrations. 
Sadly, within a week, the lockdown due to 
coronavirus was imposed and, although the 
public had access to the exhibits outside, 

nobody was able to see the artworks inside 
- until now. 
Celebrating 800 years of Spirit and 
Endeavour comprises 20 pieces of work by 
some of the most important contemporary 
artists of the 20th and 21st century, 
including Antony Gormley, Henry Moore 
and Grayson Perry.
Visitors can see sculpture, tapestry, kinetic 
and digital installations on the lawns and 
inside the building.
The cathedral has had to reduce the 
number of people it can welcome at one 
time for safety reasons, so visitors need to 
book in advance.
Opening hours are Monday to Saturday 
10am to 2.30pm.
If you are unable to visit in person, you can 
take a virtual tour of the exhibition (there’s 
a family friendly version too) by visiting 
www.salisburycathedral.co.uk
Curated by Jacquiline Creswell, the 
cathedral’s visual arts adviser, the 
exhibition runs until 2021.

Olivia McCarthy  |  Professional Dog Groomer 
Blackberry Cottage, 3 Littlefield Lane, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NP

M: 07584656901  E: blackberrydoggrooming@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: blackberry.doggrooming

DOG GROOMING

 FULL GROOM   PUPPY PACKAGES   BATH & BLOWDRY

 HAND STRIPPING   NAIL TRIMMING   TIDY UP
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Food for Thought
Lockdown didn’t only provide those of us not working with a lot of time to garden, 
sunbathe and possibly even try and take up a new language (Chinese is a lot harder than 
it looks…) but also time to improve our cooking skills. Having had a full house for over 4 
months, everyone was keen to mix up the food we were eating and allowed me to test out 
lots of, and some quite simple but very delicious, recipes. 

Avocado Dip
This is a perfect quick and easy recipe 
for an autumn evening. Serve with some 
carrots and breadsticks and add a generous 
glass of vino to make your evening sparkle.

Ingredients
• 2 large avocados 
• 1 large garlic clove
• 4 tbsp Greek yogurt
• Juice  of 1 lemon
• Coriander
• Chilli fl akes
• Salt and pepper
• Glug of white wine vinegar

Method
It’s very straightforward. Put it all together 
and blitz - in a food blender or with a blitzer 
stick. Add more salt and pepper to taste if 
required. 

Feta, Pea & Mint Dip
Another winning dip to have alongside 
a drink! Also delish with roast chicken, 
rosemary potatoes and a light green salad!

Ingredients
• 300g frozen peas
• 100g feta (about half a pack of 

supermarket feta)
• the zest of 1 lemon zest and a 

squeeze of juice
• Salt and pepper
• Glug of olive oil
• Handful of fresh mint
• Chilli fl akes

Method
Again, nice and easy!!
To start - boil the peas for 5 minutes. Then 
drain and cover in cold water so they 
don’t go soggy! Dry the peas and then 
mix everything together. Go with personal 
preference – but is very nice and light.

Lemon & Lavender 
Loaf

Now for the cake recipe. I found this on 
the BBC website and at fi rst questioned 
the use of lavender in a cake. However, it is 
seriously delicious and perfect as a pudding 
or even just an aft ernoon snack aft er a long 
day!

Ingredients
• 250g plain fl our
• ½ tsp of baking powder
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
• 125g caster sugar
• 100g soft ened/ melted butter
• 2 tbsp of edible lavender*
• Zest of 3 lemons
• 2 large eggs
• 200g plain yogurt

Method
• Oven – 180c and grease a loaf tin. 

(L: 20cm, W: 13cm, H: 9cm) 
• Bowl- mix the dry ingredients: 

lavender, fl our, sugar, zest and 
raising agents.

• Beat eggs, yogurt and melted butter 
together. (Don’t over mix!)

• Mix the dry and wet ingredients 
together- stir together gently until 
combined.

• Bake for 40 mins. Check aft er 35 
mins with a long metal probe- if it 
comes out wet cook longer.

• When probe is clean, remove from 
oven. Keep in the tin. Make 6- 8 
small holes (cocktail stick size) over 
the top of the loaf and then pour 
lemon juice and icing sugar over 
and leave to cool. (2 tbsp icing 
sugar mixed with the juice of 2 
lemon)

The fi rst time I cooked it I actually baked it 
for just under an hour- so you have to just 
keep checking on it towards the end of its 
baking time. Leave the loaf in the tin to 
let it cool and the icing harden. When it’s 
ready, sprinkle with some extra icing sugar: 
perfect with a little bit of vanilla ice cream!

*You can buy edible lavender dried from baking suppliers and some supermarkets. If you have fresh lavender, you can use fresh buds and leaves fi nely 
chopped.
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Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Cleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Cleaning windows in Sixpenny Handley 
and the surrounding area for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

UNABLE TO FIND THE TIME TO…..
• Fix that dripping tap…
• Finish the painting job that was started a while ago
• Clear up the rubbish in the garden
• Replace that broken fence panel

Then look no further than Ian Chapman the 
SIXPENNY HANDYMAN 
I am fully insured and no job is too small. 
Call for a free no obligation quote on:  
07701087804  or  01725 552955

Coming soon:
DORSET AND WILTS STORAGE

Safe, secure & convenient
Self-storage units for domes  c or 

business use
All sizes available

On the A354 near Sixpenny Handley 
Dorset/Wiltshire border

Enquiries to David 07971 869372 
or Steph 07748 925810

Coming soon:
DORSET AND WILTS STORAGE

Safe, secure & convenient
Self-storage units for domes  c or 

business use
All sizes available

On the A354 near Sixpenny Handley 
Dorset/Wiltshire border

Enquiries to David 07971 869372 
or Steph 07748 925810

Dorset Trading 
Standards

Trading Standards, the gold standard
The hallmarking of gold and silver 
dates back to 1300 when King Edward I 
introduced it to protect standards and 
to prevent craft smen committing fraud 
when making jewellery.  The fi rst stamp 
was a leopard’s head which symbolised 
the King’s mark of authentication.  The 
word ‘hallmark’ didn’t come into use 
until the 15th century when craft smen 
took their artefacts to Goldsmiths’ Hall in 
London to be assayed.  Today there are 
four assay off ices in operation, in London, 
Birmingham, Edinburgh and Sheff ield.

Hallmarking techniques and regulations 
have been fi ne-tuned since those early 
days.  The current legislation that governs 
hallmarking has been eff ective since the 
creation of the 1973 Hallmarking Act  which 
is enforced by trading standards off icers.

If a jeweller makes items of silver, gold, 
platinum or palladium and wants to sell 
them they are obliged to get them assayed 
which guarantees they are good quality.  
The hallmark is then applied so it can 
legally be put onto the market.

A 2019 report confi rmed that up to a third 
of precious metal products supplied online 
are unhallmarked and could therefore be 
fake.  Jewellery fraud has consistently been 
an issue in the precious metal industry 
where counterfeit items can be made and 
sold to the unsuspecting customer at a 
high price.    Fake jewellery aff ects the 
reputation of legitimate businesses and 
hurts the industry as a whole and without 
hallmarking enforcement many customers 
and legitimate businesses are exposed to 
fraud.

If you believe you may have purchased 
counterfeit jewellery report it to Dorset 
Council Trading Standards by visiting  
the Citizens Advice Consumer Service 
at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
consumer or by calling their new freephone 
number 0808 223 1133.
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email: clare@mrfoxfi nefoods.co.uk
or fi nd us on Facebook.com/mrfoxfi nefoods

Orders by MONDAY to be delivered THURSDAY/FRIDAY

Artisan products all freshly made to order and delivered to your home

I will send you an order form

email: clare@mrfoxfi nefoods.co.uk
or fi nd us on Facebook.com/mrfoxfi nefoods

Orders byyy MONDAY to be delivered THURSDAY//FRIDAY

Artisan products all freshly made to order and delivered to your home

I will send you an order form

    Rod & Ben’s Soup         Artisan Cheeses      Chunk of Devon Pies    Honeybuns Treats             Olives et Al               Grounded Coff ee
& much more...

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)

SEPTEMBER 2020

Following advice from National and Dorset 
Federations, also guidance for the use of 
the village Hall, it has been decided to 
cancel all monthly meetings, groups, clubs 
and other activities until further notice. 

We know many members are missing 
the social contact, especially during our 

normal busy autumn schedule and run 
up to the end of the year.  This would 
have included the annual DFWI meeting 
at The Lighthouse, Poole, the county and 
group carol services, plus rehearsals and 
preparations for our Christmas party and 
entertainment. 

We hope to be able to commence meetings 
by next spring , but, as with most plans for 

the future, it is very much a case of wait 
and see. 

Remember : hands, face, space. 

Stay well and keep safe. 

WI News and  Information
NATIONAL  FEDERATION

OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES
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Private Chapel Monumental Mason

Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ

RICHARD ADLEM MBE

practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS

ALSO MEMORIAL 
MAINTENANCE, 
CLEANING AND 

RENOVATION

MINSTER STONE
MEMORIALS

WIMBORNE  01202 883224
www.minstermemorials.co.uk

renee.spurgeon@minstermemorials.co.uk

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
Old Rd, Pye Corner, Wimborne, BH21 1EJ

(next to the green man pub)
Phone or email for a FREE 

brochure &  price list

Few reading this article will not have seen 
black and white fi lm footage taken over 
eighty years ago of distraught mothers 
bravely holding back tears and watching 
over children: looks of bewilderment on 
their young faces, clutching small suitcases, 
gas masks slung over their shoulders and 
a label with their name and particulars 
pinned to their clothing. These poignant 
scenes, mainly fi lmed on railway stations, 
heralded events taking place across the 
British Isles between Friday, September 1st, 
1939, and that fateful Sunday, the 3rd when 
the news broke that our country was once 
again in a state of war with Germany.
   What had precipitated such scenes: 1.5 
million people, the majority children, 
being uprooted from their homes and, over 
three traumatic days, being despatched to 
rural areas of the country deemed as safe 
havens?

To answer this, at least in part, it is 
necessary to return to the Spanish Civil 
War fought from July 1936 until April 1939 
between General Franco’s Nationalist 
army and the left -leaning Popular Front. 
Supporting the former were the fascist 
leaders of Germany and Italy, while 
Russia aided the latter. It was a brutal 
campaign during which on Monday, April 
26th, 1937, a force of bombers drawn 
from the Luft waff e’s Condor Legion and 
the Aviaziona Legionaira, bombed the 
Basque city of Guernica. Accounts vary as 
to the number of civilian casualties but 
what is not in dispute is the widespread 
destruction caused by the bombing.
   Nations across the world were shocked, 
particularly in Europe where the bellicose 
rantings of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party 
were causing alarm. Thus, fearing that in 
the event of war, aerial raids on our cities 
would result in death and injury running 
into thousands, the government set 
about planning for the mass evacuation 
of the young and most vulnerable of the 
population and it was on that Friday in 
September that operation ‘Pied Piper’ was 
implemented.

For the majority of children, eff iciently 
shepherded under the watchful eye of 
the Women’s Voluntary Society, in turn 
bolstered by a small army of volunteers 

Evacuees and, at their destination, local authority 
billeting off icials, this would be their 
fi rst sight of fi elds and the rolling hills of 
‘England’s green and pleasant land.’
   And so it came to pass, half a dozen or 
so evacuee children arrived in the village 
of Sixpenny Handley and, within hours 
of alighting from the bus, all were safely 
billeted in dwellings along the High Street 
and Common Road where at No. 1 the 
village postman, Mr Holloway and his wife 
welcomed Alan Catternole. A few hundred 
yards away at 32 High Street his brother, 
Douglas, was in the care of Mr and Mrs 
Harding, while at 63 High Street a young 
Jean Evans was being shown to her room 
by Mrs Mead, a stalwart member and 
supporter of St. Mary’s church.
   Next to Ebenezer’s Chapel [now a private 
residence] in the High Street it is thought 
Margaret Cornelius was lodged with Mr and 
Mrs Adams. Subsequently, their bungalow 
became the off ices of Victory Tours but 
in recent years has been demolished as 
has the garage opposite, the entire area 
on either side of the road having been 
developed for housing. One evacuee, Phylis 
Luxton, was billeted at Deanland with 

Miss Elsie Lucas and, with other children 
from Deanland and Newtown would have 
walked to school across the fi elds.
   By and large they mixed well with the 
village children, no doubt curiosity with 
each others very diff erent life being a 
factor. Some, I’m told, kept in touch with 
their ‘adopted parents’ and I am aware that 
one boy, Len Diggin who arrived at nearby 
Ashmoor, settled there having decided 
country life was far better than post-war 
London.

In preparing this article, I am indebted 
to Beryl Beale, Stella Olsen and Richard 
Adlam. There are numerous websites 
concerned with evacuees and the Imperial 
War Museum has a picture gallery that 
‘captures’ the images referred too in my 
opening paragraph. It should also be borne 
in mind that aerial bombing by Germany 
occurred during the Great War, fi rst by 
airships and later by aeroplanes. These 
early attempts to bomb our country into 
submission are reported by the historian 
Diana Preston in her book ‘A Higher Form of 
Killing’ [Bloomsbury Press, 2015].’

Bill Chorley
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Sixpenny Handley
Open 7am - 8pm daily

Visit us in store for:
Coal
Logs
Bakery
Free to use ATM
British Gas energy top ups

 

 



The Downsman - October 2020

12

The June 2012 issue of The Downsman 
carried an article by my wife, Lindesy, 
entitled ‘A Son of the (Sixpenny Handley) 
Soil’ which told the story of William and 
Anne Snow and their family. They lived in 
Sixpenny Handley in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries. Since 2012, Lindsey has been 
able to expand the story in many directions 
as more information has become available 
on the internet. The family links to Sixpenny 
Handley now go much further back, and 
there is also a much more tenuous link with 
my family.
My involvement came from leading a 
walk for East Dorset Heritage Trust (EDHT) 
in September 2019. The walks are held 
monthly. They are usually about 8 miles 
and the walk leader researches anything 
of interest to talk about at points around 
the walk. As my walk started at Martin 
Green’s Down Farm and passed through 
Sixpenny Handley, he alerted me to the 
‘Handley Torches’. My initial attempts at 
fi nding information on them on the internet 
found only a reference to a talk at a Royal 
Historical Society symposium lecture in 2017 
by Leonard Baker, an Honorary Research 
Fellow at Bristol University. I contacted 
Leonard and he sent me a chapter of his 
doctoral thesis which included a 14 page 
section on the Handley Torches. They 
were a reaction to the attempts by the 
landowners of Cranborne Chase to limit 
the ancient rights of the people living on 
the Chase (known as Liberties) and enforce 
the enclosures. Friction between these two 
groups can be found as far back as 1791, and 
almost certainly goes further back than that, 
culminating in the formation of the Handley 
Torches around 1830.  There are various 
episodes of unrest mainly against the actions 
of the Chase Steward, William Castleman, 
including tearing down fences, disrupting 
the annual Manor Court and taking trees 
from The Common. But they were not 
simply ‘ruff ians of the labouring classes’ as 
they included a retired Royal Navy captain 
and local farmers. They were also covertly 
supported by the vicar of St Mary’s. The last 
known record of the Handley Torches is in 
1837.
 A full telling of their story is perhaps for 
another time, but for the present it can 

be characterised as a general resistance 
to the removal of rights that had gone 
unchallenged for centuries and (because of 
Chase history) holding some legal status. 
I found it a fascinating story that seemed 
little known and wonder if anybody reading 
this knows anything about those events, 
perhaps through stories handed down 
through their family? If there is, I would be 
pleased to hear from them via my email at 
the end of this article.
 The events leading up to and through the 
activities of the Handley Torches coincided 
with the time that William and Anne Snow 
were raising their family. They had 13 
children that Lindsey has found baptism 
records for at St Mary’s, born between 1785 
and 1811, and 10 are known to have lived to 
50 or older (she can fi nd no further trace of 
2 girls - Carline and Anne - and 1 boy died at 
20). However, what interested me was that 
only 1 - Charles Mackrell Snow - appears 
to have spent his life in Sixpenny Handley 
and died there. At least 9, and possibly  11, 
moved away from Sixpenny Handley. It 
seems likely that the local unrest prevalent 
in the early C19th evidenced by not only 
the Handley Torches and the known poor 
farming conditions, but also the Swing 
Riots, were a factor in this movement of 
the Snow children away from this area. 
The Swing Riots of 1830 were widespread 
across southern England and were the 
result of the eff ects of the industrial 
revolution on agriculture - many jobs were 
lost and many of those that remained 
were poorly paid. Thanks to the additional 
information available on the internet since 
2012, and some help from Leonard Baker, 
Lindsey can now trace her Snow lines back 
another 6 generations. Most were born in 
Handley or nearby villages and stayed in 
the local area. They  include familiar local 
names such as Hardiman and Mackrell. The 
Mackrell ancestry is almost certainly the 
reason for its inclusion as a middle name 
in at least 3 of William and Anne’s children. 
Both the Mackrells and the Hardimans 
appear to be of some status. 
To go even further back we have to move 
from Lindsey’s maternal family lines to 
her paternal lines. These can be traced 
back to around AD300 and Tiridates The 

Great, but along the way included William 
Longspee, the illegitimate son of Henry II. 
He became Earl of Salisbury and amongst 
other achievements, he moved Salisbury 
from Old Sarum to its current site, and 
founded the cathedral. He is Lindsey’s 26 x 
great grandfather.  The link with Sixpenny 
Handley is through his son, Nicholas 
Longspee, the fi rst recorded chaplain of St 
Mary’s, Sixpenny Handley between 1277 
and 1280. In 1291 he went on to become 
(perhaps not surprisingly) Bishop of 
Salisbury. 
 At the beginning I mentioned the tenuous 
link with my family. This goes back 
through my mother’s line to my 6 x great 
grandfather, Pumfrett Rivenal and his 
wife Dorothy. She was the daughter of 
John Turpin, and one of her brothers was 
Richard. Dick Turpin is my 7 x great uncle! 
Hence the tenuous link is to the local 
legend that said Dick Turpin buried a boot 
full of sovereigns in Harley Wood. Before 
anybody thinks it might be fi nancially 
rewarding to try metal detecting in Harley 
Wood, this legend is highly suspect (and 
of course Harley Wood is part of the 
Shaft esbury Estate). Most of what we 
think we know about Dick Turpin comes 
from a novel by Harrison Ainsworth called 
Rookwood published in 1834, almost 100 
years aft er Turpin’s execution. He never 
had a horse called Black Bess (he did 
have - and stole - many others), he did not 
make a dash overnight to York to establish 
an alibi (this probably refers to a similar 
escapade by another highwayman, John 
Nevison) and he was no ‘gentleman of the 
road’. His exploits were mainly around the 
north and east of London, he was, aft er all, 
an Essex lad. There is no recorded sighting 
of him in Dorset, the closest being an 
unsubstantiated report of him the other 
side of Winchester. His name has been 
linked with many places across the country; 
most of these links have no basis and are 
almost certainly attempts to attract custom 
(many of these links are to inns). The Harley 
Wood link was possibly generated to create 
a distraction from a smuggling activity. The 
legend itself appears to be very thin. I have 
seen no more than the brief account above,  
but if anybody can provide more of it, then 
again, please contact me using my email as 
below.  Email: alan.dedden@gmail.com

Ancestors of Sixpenny Handley
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We are delighted to let you know that 
from Monday 14th September you will be 
able to start reserving items again from 
the library catalogue, for pick up from 
libraries in Dorset. If your preferred pick-up 
library is not currently in the drop-down 
list, we recommend using your nearest 
available library. Not all libraries across the 
LibrariesWest consortium are able to off er 
this service immediately. We have placed 
a temporary limit of 10 reservations per 
library member at any one time to help 
manage demand. This limit will remain 
in place until further notice. The pick-up 
library will notify you when your reserved 
item becomes available for collection.

Before visiting a library to collect a reserved 
item, we strongly recommend checking the 
opening hours fi rst as most libraries are 
operating on revised hours.

Not sure whether you still want to borrow 
items you have previously requested? 
Please log on to your library account and 
cancel anything that you no longer need to 
help your library service focus resources on 
items that customers still wish to borrow.

Other Library Changes
From Monday 14th September we will be 
removing the temporary 28-day loan period 
and reinstating the regular loan periods 
(e.g. 21 days for books, 7 or 14 days for 
DVDs). From the same date we will also be 
reintroducing overdue charges and hire 
fees (where relevant).

Returning Items
It is important that you are aware when 
your items are due for return. To avoid 
overdue charges, please check your library 
account to see when they are due back and 
renew them if necessary. You can do this 
at www.librarieswest.org.uk or by using 
the LibrariesWest app. If you need a PIN 
reminder, please go to www.librarieswest.
org.uk, click on ‘Log in’ and then ‘Forgot 
my PIN’. Any outstanding charges can be 
paid online by logging on to your account 
at www.librarieswest.org.uk and using a 
debit or credit card. You don’t need to have 

a PayPal account. Please be aware that 
any items that were already overdue on 
March 18th 2020 that you still have on loan 
will start accruing overdue charges from 
Monday 17th August. Overdue charges were 
paused between March 18th and August 
16th so you will not be charged for this 
period.

Keeping you reading online:
1000’s of e books, e audiobooks, and even 
magazines, newspapers and comics are 
available to download for free! Whether 
you’re looking for the latest issue of BBC 
Good Food magazine, today’s edition of 
The Guardian, or a great book to read or 
listen to, just visit www.librarieswest.org.
uk for more information. We’re regularly 
adding to the collections so there should be 
plenty to choose from!

Spread the word!
Tell your friends and family to join 
LibrariesWest online for free by sharing 

Dorset Libraries

Malcolm Lawes Logs
Dry seasoned barn stored logs delivered. 

Kindling also supplied.

Single  load 1.4 cubic metre or a smaller 
load of 1 cubic metre.

Firewood Processor and operator 

available for hire if you have your 

own wood to process.

Please call to discuss your requirements

Tel: 01258 830575  or  07738 827 651

Dry seasoned barn stored logs delivered. 

Kindling also supplied.

Single  load 1.4 cubic metre or a smaller 
load of 1 cubic metre.

Firewood Processor and operator

available for hire if you have your

own wood to process.

Please call to discuss your requirements

Tel: 01258 830575  or  07738 827 651

D. J LOGS
Quality Barn Stored Seasoned Logs

        

Contact Darren or Lucy: 01725 553 167

 ~ Discounted Double Loads
 ~ Single/Half Loads
 ~ Netted Logs
 ~ Kindling
 ~ Coal
 ~ Firelighters  

this link: www.librarieswest.org.uk/join - a 
membership number will be generated 
to enable access to free e Books, e audio 
books, e magazines, e comics and e 
newspapers. Once they are ready to visit 
a library again, new members who have 
joined online can call in to a library to 
upgrade their membership so they can also 
borrow physical items such as books, DVDs 
and Talking Books.
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1st Woodcutts News
www.fi rstwoodcutts.org.uk

Age 6-8
Tue & Wed 5 to 6pm
Annette Toop
07973 677815

Age 8-10½
Mon & Wed
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Age 10½-14
Mon & Tue
Rob Easton
01725 552038

Age 14-18
Thursday 7 to 9pm
Anthony Brown
01725 552814

Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397

Scouting in the Summer Holidays
Not the normal opportunities to get 
involved in camping out with Scouts 
this summer  - so Dorset County Scouts 
organised Brownsea 113. A virtual camp 
based on Brownsea Island - it was the 113th 
Anniversary of the fi rst camp there by Lord 
Baden Powell.

The fi rst challenge was to virtually get 
to Brownsea - a boat was needed! Cubs 
ran a boat making session on Zoom. 
Magnifi cent boats from Captain Akela and 
Chief Engineer Verity were shown with 
instructions. Then each family chose the 
activities they wanted to join in from the 
camp website.

Getting back to face-to-face Scouting
Scouting uses the National Youth 
Association guidelines to determine 
levels of activity permitted. In July, the 
level moved from Red (no face-to-face 
Scouting) to Amber (small outdoor groups 
permitted) and so the 1st Woodcutts team 
completed and submitted the required Risk 
Assessments and could begin Scouting 
again...

So what did it look like?
Scouts were fi rst to get back to the 
campfi re. The guidelines allow for groups 
of up to 15 with 12 Scouts and 3 leaders. So 
their fi rst evening, they shared their news 
and COVID guidelines around the campfi re 
and made pizzas and since then, have 
enjoyed an axe throwing evening , cycling 
and more...

Cubs began with some evening of games at 
the end of the summer holidays: big circle 
games of Wink murder and Zip, zap, boing 
and Splat! We tried chair football too - like a 
giant table football!

Throughout the summer break, Beavers 
continued with the badges and challenges 
set.  Some great faces of the children 
were sent in when they tried to eat a 
piece of chocolate or sweet placed on 

Back to Scouts!

Brownsea 113
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Fund raising
Thank you so much to everyone who has 
supported our summer foodie fund raiser 
- Pizza at the Hut. Our amazing group of 
volunteers have already served over 400 
pizzas! Money raised will help us maintain 
our HQ and enable us to continue Scouting 
through this pandemic.

their foreheads which needed to be eaten 
without using their hands or dropping 
the piece of chocolate or sweet.  We are 
working towards our new term with the 
children ,with fun and games planned.

Everyone is now preparing for the autumn 
term and we are looking forward to trying 
out new skills and new games or old games 
in a new socially distanced way!

Towards Hamble
A fi ne day, with light airs and some North 
in them, saw us sail towards Hamble fl ying 
the lightweight spinnaker. Somewhere 
off  Cowes, the kite was handed, and 
then, on the wind, past Calshot (where 
they launched the fl ying boats), and 
into Hamble. There was space on 
Harbourmaster’s mid river pontoon, where 
a notice advised payment to be made by 
card, so we did, enjoyed a pleasant lunch, 
and gentle sail on return.

Wootton Creek
A favourite destination (for me) is Wootton 
Creek, and the Royal Victoria YC. (The story 
goes that as The Squadron would not let 
Prince Albert join, Queen Victoria bought 
him a yacht club.) Unfortunately, the Club 
was not open due to Covid, but there was 
space to moor on the visitor pontoons, and 
we enjoyed lunch in the sunshine. Tide 
timing is very important in Wootton Creek, 
as outside the ferry channel, most dries 
at low water, so for us, a departure before 
high water, is safer.

On Lymington HM Dan Bran pontoon

Arriving one Wednesday for a sail, a large 
yacht (Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 49i (49 
feet)) was moored alongside, fl ying a 
fl ag indicating a foreign port of registry. 
Now was that Australia or New Zealand? 
Reference to V S de Kleer*, revealed that 
she was Australian. The Australian civil 
ensign has fi ve stars and the New Zealand 
has four, and in both cases these are white. 
Interestingly, both have blue ensigns as 
well. The Australian has white stars and 
New Zealand has red stars with a white 
border. How long to sail to Australia? Hmm, 
say three months nonstop? But allow 
six months for a bit more leisure? The 
Australian skipper stated he intended to 
take fi ve years, and was leaving Sunday, 
which sounded a good plan!

Yachting, BAME, ‘Life Changing Sailing’ 
and all that

An interesting article appeared in 
September’s Yachting Monthly, relating 
the experiences of the Scaramouch Sailing 
Trust and Greig City Academy, ( gcasailing.
com  ). The team is 90% black and 100% 
BAME. They entered Scaramouch, a German 

Frers 45, in the 2017 Fastnet, and did well. 
With lots of support and sponsorship, the 
team now owns ‘Riot’, a 45 year old Intro 
22, which they have refurbished, and 
have access to other yachts and dinghies. 
Pleased to say that LTSC (Lymington Town 
Sailing Club) also support them, and they 
have a nice mention in the article ( www.
yachtingmonthly.com )

LTSC
The Club is slowly getting to a ‘new’ normal 
– with all the proscribed and advised 
precautions, rallies are cautiously taking 
place, with meals ashore outside, or on 
board. So far, we have decided not to join 
in with those. Let us see what next year 
brings? Catch up at www.ltsc.co.uk : see 
you on the water … at a distance.

Adam
Yachting Correspondent for Sixpenny 

Handley

* ‘A Visual Guide To The Flags of the World’
(Greenhill Books 2007)

Gone Sailing

Ayers & Graces fl ying lightweight spinnaker (thanks Ian Grieves and Yacht Nell)
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Min Fletcher-Jones Jewellery Workshops

Min has worked in the jewellery trade since 
she was 15 and loved designing quirky 
engagement rings and commissions, and 
carrying out small repairs.  She always has 
been rather obsessed with jewellery!

In 2009, Min moved to  the Dorset 
countryside and  settled in her forever 
home in our parish. Her home includes her 
messy, creative workshop where she makes 
lovely, unusual commissions for customers 
and creates her own beautiful range of 
jewellery.  She takes her collection to big 
fairs across the country selling her work 
and meeting lots of wonderful people.

Now it could be your turn to create 
something for yourself or a loved one! Why 
not spend a fun few hours learning new 
skills and making some treasured pieces 
of jewellery with Min? (Over 18s due to 
insurance).

With a small work space, Min only teaches 
1-2 people at a time, which means you 
will have her undivided attention for the 
duration of your lesson. Recent students 
have gone home delighted with their 
handmade bangles, rings, earrings, 
pendants and even some spoons!

You can fi nd out more about Min on her 
website, Facebook or Instagram. To book a 
workshop, call 01725 552198 or email 
min@minfl etcherjones.co.uk.

Gem stacking rings created by Min

Jewellery workshops with Min off er the opportunity to create your own treasured pieces
www.minfl etcherjones.co.uk
facebook.com/Minfl etcherjonesjewellery
instagram.com/minfl etcherjones
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The church magazine 
for St Mary the Virgin, 
Sixpenny Handley
with Gussage St Andrew 
and St Rumbold’s, 
Pentridge

Churchwardens
St Mary’s with
Gussage St Andrew
Sue Curtis 552 397 

St Rumbold’s, Pentridge
Mary Ferguson 552 222
Jane King 552 231

CHURCH
Doingour bit at2 m

The impact of COVID-19 is changing us. In many ways,
people have stepped up to look after each other.
Churches have been part of this but it’s been a much
broader movement of neighbourly care. We have
applauded the NHS and care workers and we have
redefined who are the key workers. The desire to look after each other is strong.

Every organisation has had to change rapidly. Churches have adapted locally 
extraordinarily fast. Thank you for all you have done to help. None of us knows if this is the 
new normal but at the end of summer it looks as though the winter could be long and 
difficult. This virus is not yet finished with us.

We are being tested. The virus is not limited by national boundaries. It is a global 
pandemic. There have been some key moments and our responses have been revealing. 
The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis set off an international movement that Black 
Lives Matter. Who are the people we want to celebrate and why? We have been too slow 
re-evaluating the statues populating our public space and frustration boiled over. People 
want to be dealt with justly and we need to rework our history so that it helps us tell a 
better story in our own day.

For example, there are lessons for us with regard to slavery. Church was part of the 
problem and became part of the solution. We were among those who profited from 
slavery and claimed it was part of God’s given order. We were also among those who 
campaigned for its abolition. In this respect my predecessor Bishop Burgess (1825-37) was 
courageous in the late eighteenth century in articulating his opposition to slavery. 
Nowadays no-one is in favour of slavery and the Church is among those challenging 
modern-day slavery. The question for us is why there was a re-evaluation of the way we 
understood scripture that changed our values and the way we acted.

One of my favourite Bible stories is from Matthew 22.15-22 when the religious leaders tried 
to trap Jesus with a political question. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor? Smelling 
hypocrisy, Jesus asked whose image is on a coin? They answered the emperor’s. “Give to 
the emperor the things that are the emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s.”

It’s a clever and enigmatic response. Whatever it means about God and Caesar, paying 
taxes, and the Christian engagement with political life and power, a Jew at the time of 
Jesus would have heard an unspoken second question: ‘And you, whose image are you 
made in?’ We are called to live as people made in God’s image.

That’s at the heart of who we are and we need to take care to live up to it.
A time of crisis is both a judgement and an opportunity.

 on Facebook or
watch later on YouTube

with this link:
www.facebook.com/

St-Marys-Church-Sixpenny-
Handley-

558498850977107

Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are only able to offer 
church services in a very limited way. At the present 
time we are offering a 10am weekly Sunday Service at 
either St Mary’s Handley or St Rumbold’s Pentridge 
which are also broadcast live online. St Andrew’s 
sadly remains closed as COVID restrictions would not 
allow worship to happen safely in the building. This is 
being reviewed regularly and as restrictions are lifted, 
or reintroduced, we will endeavour to adapt the 
service provision. See page 2 for details.

Please join us

Vicar

#5 2020handleychurch.org.uk

The Seeker – Page 1

The Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam

LIVE DAILY 10am
BROADCASTS

Church Services during COVID-19

k

us
0am

STS
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October 2020
Sunday 4th (Trinity 17)
10am Harvest Festival for Pentridge & Woodyates, venue TBC.

Sunday 11th (Trinity 18)
10am – Autumn Church Walk Pilgrim Service. St Mary’s
Join us at 10am outside St Mary’s Handley where we will set 
off on a short 2 mile circular walk worshiping as we go with 
Psalms, Hymns, Readings and Stories. This is particularly 
suited for families and children. Bring a flask of coffee or tea 
and your favourite sweet treat.
In the event of bad weather a service will be held in church.

Sunday 18th (Trinity 19 Luke the Evangelist)
10am – Said Matins  BCP St Rumbold’s Pentridge.

Sunday 25th  (Last Sunday After Trinity)
10am – Said Holy Communion St Mary’s Handley.

DIARY OF A COUNTRY PARSON:

As summer slowly fades over the horizon, 
we continue to find ourselves in strange 
times. The phrase, the “New Normal”, 
seems to be anything but normal as our 
lives are in a constant state of flux. Local 
lockdowns, quarantines, when and where 
to wear face masks seems to change 
weekly if not daily.

Brave attempts have been made by our 
leaders to develop some sense of normal, 
with children returning to schools and 
people encouraged to head back to the 
office. However, no sooner do we think we 
know where we are then COVID-19 kicks 
us back into the long grass. It seems as if 
anything can happen between the 1 
o’clock news and the 6 o’clock news.

More than ever we want to be able to grab 
onto the familiar, but we feel the wet rope 
slipping through our hands and we are up 
to are neck in water. Autumn and Winter 
bring about a physical and emotional 
change in us, but we normally can look 
forward to Harvest, Bonfire Night, 
Christmas and New Year. It can be all very 
depressing and make us think that 
hibernation might be the best thing and 
hopefully by Spring all will be well.

However, there are constants in our life if 
we look for them and the change of 
seasons is one, as our small plant makes 
its 365 journey through space. Harvest is a 
time for us all to celebrate the beauty of 
God’s creation and how blessed we are to 
live in such a beautiful part of the world. 
Autumn will bring is amazing colourama 

Ecclesiastes 3.1–8
1For everything there is a season, and a 
time for every matter under heaven:
2a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 
what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a 
time to heal; a time to break down, and a 
time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance; 5a time to throw away 
stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time 
to refrain from embracing; 6a time to 
seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to throw away; 7a time to 
tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to 
love, and a time to hate; a time for war, 
and a time for peace.

Psalm 19.1–6
1The heavens declare the glory of God;    
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2Day after day they pour forth speech;     
night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3They have no speech, they use no words; 
no sound is heard from them. 4Yet their 
voice goes out into all the earth, their 
words to the ends of the world. In the 
heavens God has pitched a tent for the 
sun. 5It is like a bridegroom coming out 
of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing 
to run his course. 6It rises at one end of 
the heavens and makes its circuit to the 
other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.

of reds, browns and golds, long shadows 
and golden light, the joy of morning mists 
and diamond dew drops on the grass. The 
air takes on a new earthiness mixed with 
cold freshness. God has fixed all of these 
things for us, they are constants and have 
been since before we began and will 
continue after we have been gathered to 
God. This is beautifully phrased in 
Ecclesiastes 3.1-8.

And I find when I feel low, that getting out 
into my garden or the local countryside 
and just looking closely at the beauty and 
wonder that is around me revives my 
soul. Here I find two constants that offer 
me firm ground to stand on God and his 
creation. Psalm 19 reminds us of this 
wonder and greatness of God.

Though it will not be possible to 
celebrate these Autumn and Winter 
festivals in the way we have in the past 
they can still be celebrated. Over the 
coming months we will have new 
opportunities as communities to 
celebrate these great feasts. Who knows 
we may even develop some new 
traditions or discover some old ones 
which were lost. 
I hope that we can all be creative in 
celebrating these wonderful feasts both 
as families and corporately as 
communities. Despite the virus we will 
need to find new ways of togetherness 
and appreciate more that which we 
have so often taken for granted.
Blessings Canon Richard Hancock

November 2020
Sunday 1st (All Saints Sunday)
10am – Said Holy Communion BCP St Rumbold’s Pentridge.
6pm – All Souls Service St Mary’s Handley

This will be a service of thanksgiving for the lives of those we 
love and see no longer. There will be readings poems and 
music with an opportunity to light a candle in remembrance.

Sunday 8th  (Remembrance Sunday)
11am – Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial Handley
11am – Act of Remembrance on the Green Pentridge

Sunday 15th (2nd Sunday Before Advent)
10am – Said Matins  BCP St Rumbold’s Pentridge.

Sunday 22th (Christ The King)
10am – Said Holy Communion St Mary’s Handley

Sunday 29th (Advent Sunday)
10am – Benefice Service St Mary’s Handley

The Seeker – Page 2

Autumn Leaves

Church Services
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BEST STEAK

WE’RE OPEN !!!!

Wednesday Evening, Firday 
Evening, Saturday Evening, 

Saturday and Sunday & Sunday 
Lunch.

Hanlega’s

And we are 

looking foreard to 

seeing you!

01725 553005
Telephone for details and take aways

KK

T. 01725 517248
E. info@cranbornegardencentre.co.uk
W. www.cranbornegardencentre.co.uk

CRANBORNE
DORSET
BH21 5PP

Enjoy our homemade lunches, cakes and cream teas in our beautiful, spacious garden.
We have a wide selection of roses, herbaceous perennials, trees, shrubs, pots  

& gardenalia. Beautiful cards, gifts, homeware & foodie treats in the Gift Shop.

See our website for details of our opening hours.
We have all the recommended procedures in place to keep customers and staff safe.

Cranborne Manor Garden open every Wednesday 10am - 4pm.

WE ARE OPEN!
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LKJ Care
Leah Way

NVQ 3 in care offering quality care support within 
your home from day to day support to accessing 

the community.

Fully Insured.

01725 552480
07840 979 180

IAN HARRIS   
MIPRE

Call me, your local expert with 
over thirty years experience.

Tel: 01747 870822 
Mobile: 07921 194816

• Advice on repair of your 
existing equipment

• Assistance in setting up 
and supply of new items

• Loan sets available

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

Kevin Knight
Horologist

Clock and Watch Repairs

Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451

kevindavidknight@gmail.com

Pentridge 
Village Hall

www.pentridgedorset.co.uk

Pentridge Village Hall

Our village hall is the 
perfect venue for parties, 

coffee mornings,
charity events 

and much, much more!

Please call 01725 516973 
or email: 

info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
if you would like to book

the hall or make an enquiry.

designed with you in mind

&
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Chris Simpson
Dog Walking and Pet Care

Covering Sixpenny Handley and surrounding areas

Call: 07783 326542
simpsonsdogwalking@gmail.com

Dog walking and home boarding.
Home visits for cats, dogs and other animals.

Experienced and reliable.  Fully insured, 
DBS checked and fi rst aid trained.

Reiki First Degree
with Sarah Lownds

Friday 9th to Sunday 11th October 2020

The First Degree is for anyone who feels 
drawn to work with the Universal Energy, 
which is available to us all. Students will 
learn to use this energy to bring healing, 
balance and harmony to themselves and 
to their family, friends, animals and plants. 
You will receive four attunements with the 
fi rst degree. The attunements adjust your 
vibration to the higher vibration of the 
Reiki power, so that more energy will fl ow 
through the body and they also  increase 
the vibration frequency of the four upper 
chakras, the Fourth (Heart), Fift h (Throat), 
Sixth (Third Eye), and Seventh (Crown). 
The attunements of the First Degree mainly 
open the physical body so that you can take 
in more Universal Life Energy and let it fl ow 
through you.
 
During the weekend, as your Reiki Master I 
will give these individual attunements, you 
will learn the history of reiki and about the 
Chakra system. You will be taught the hand 
positions for a reiki self-healing treatment 
and hand positions for giving a full reiki 
healing treatment. There will be time to 
share, ask questions and support each 
other on this beautiful journey.

The cost for the First Degree Course is 
£190.00 per person non-residential. 

To book please contact us on info@
sarpenela.co.uk or call on 01725 516942

Love & Blessings
Sarah X

Look out for Green Energy Grant scams
Dorset Trading Standards

A government Green Homes Grant for 
homeowners in England is available from 
the end of September 2020 and runs until 
the end of January 2021. It aims to help 
pay for certain energy eff icient home 
improvements including insulation.  All 
homeowners can apply for funding for 
at least two thirds of the cost of eligible 
home improvements, up to a total value 
of £5,000.  Some homeowners will 
qualify for the total cost of eligible home 
improvements, costing up to £10,000.

You must install either insulation, or low-
carbon heating, of certain types to qualify. 
Funding is by Government voucher and to 
start with you need to make sure you are 
eligible for the scheme. Full details of the 
Green Homes Grant can be found at the 
Government endorsed web page https://
www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/ or by 
phoning 0800 444202.

History has shown that unscrupulous 
traders may try to take advantage of 
schemes such as this, perhaps contacting 
people by phone, or on the doorstep, out 
of the blue, with the off er of discounted 
insulation or building work. Sometimes 

the sales talk may refer to previous work 
completed at the property. Traders may try 
to push the need for urgency as a selling 
point, the off icial scheme being a time 
limited off er. 

The advice from trading standards is to 
visit the Simple Energy Advice webpage, or 
phone them on the number above, before 
you agree to any work starting so you 
know whether you are eligible for the grant 
and what that entitles you to. If you are 
unsure whether an approach by a trader 
is genuine, perhaps ask for the help of a 
trusted relation, friend or neighbour. 

If you believe you have been contacted 
by, or have had work completed by, a 
trader who is not what they fi rst seemed, 
then please report them to Dorset 
Council Trading Standards by contacting 
the Citizens Advice Consumer Service 
at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
consumer or by calling the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 
1133.
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NATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRENATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRE

We offer an extensive range of
natural therapies and spa body
treatments from Hot Stone
Massage to Aromatherapy, Reiki
Healing to Reflexology, Spa Body
Wraps to Organic Fruit Facials.

Visit us for a treatment, enjoy a
day retreat or stay with us at the
Farmhouse, where we offer you
luxury B&B accommodation to
complete your Sarpenela
experience.

01725 516942
info@sarpenela.co.uk
www.sarpenela.co.uk

Sarpenela, Farnham, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

Gift vouchers also available

Sarpenela Natural therapies centre is a haven 
of tranquility.
We bring to you an extensive range of Natural 
Therapies and Spa Body treatments. Spend 
some time out of your routine to let go and 
relax. Let our experienced therapists advise 
and treat you on many aspects of natural health 
and well-being. We tailor our treatments to suit 
your individual needs.

Reiki Healing Training
With Sarah Lownds Reiki Master/Teacher, 
Founder of Sarpenela. Reiki First Degree, 
Reiki Second Degree, Reiki Advanced 
Degree, Reiki Master/Teacher Degree.

Workshops
• Kindred Spirits meditation group

• Reiki Share group

• Sacred Journey Shamanic Circle

• Gong Baths

• Shamanic Trance Dance

Massage 
Lava Shell, Thai Hot Compress, Hot Stone, Therapeutic, 
Aromatherapy, M.L.D, Healing massage, Pregnancy, 
Indian Head, Back Neck & Shoulder.

Natural Healing 
Reiki, Chakra Balance, Shamanic, Colour therapy,  
Intuitive healing, Past Life Regression, Gong Sound 
Healing.

Natural Therapies & Remedies 
Reflexology, Thermo-Auricular Therapy, Bach Flower 
Remedies.

Spa Body Treatments 
Spa Deluxe, Salt Glow, Body Wraps, Indulgence Hands & 
Feet, Spa Reflexology.

Meditation 
Regular meditations are held at Sarpenela.

Half Day Retreats 
Indulge in a Morning or Afternoon. Our experienced 
team are here to help tailor your time and treatments. 
Why not include Morning Refreshments or Afternoon 
Tea. Small groups are welcome. Bridal Treats and Hen 
Parties.
Farnham Farm House B&B, home to Sarpenela provides 
the perfect retreat for a longer stay.

Gift Vouchers 
Treat a friend to some special time.

For extensive information and Tariffs

Please see our website:

www.sarpenela.co.uk
info@sarpenela.co.uk 

Tel: 01725 516942
Sarpenela Natural Therapies Centre

Farnham Farm House – Farnham,
Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

 

Far from the madding crowd... 
 

Farnham Farmhouse 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

John and Pat Benjafield welcome you to their 
farmhouse and working farm in this beautiful, 
unspoilt village of Farnham –Hardy’s Dorset. 

 
Tel: 01725 516 254 

E-mail: Info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk 
Visit: www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk    
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered 

Physiotherapist

Treatment for:
• Sports Injuries
• Spinal and Neck Pain
• Arthritis
• Headaches
• Acupuncture
• Ergonomic Advice
• Massage

Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

Mobile Hair & Nails 
by Andi

Hair and nails in the comfort of your 
own home

Health & Beauty

Quirky headwear, 
bags, purses & jewellery,

designed & made 
in Woodcutts.
Browse & shop at:

www.tenandsixdesigns.co.uk
or

www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
tenandsixcraft

          DRESSMAKING
                     ----------xxx----------

          Clothes tailored to all
            shapes, sizes and
          special requirements
             To a chosen pattern
              one-off design or
           copy of an old favourite

                   Upcycling              

          Alterations, big or small
              Mending

        ---------xxxxxxx---------

               01725 552620
                   07754208180
         sarahbfradgley@gmail.com

Please Call, Text or Email 
Claire on: 07864 166031

beauty.calls2019@hotmail.com
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STRUCTURES 
Garden furniture  
Bespoke timber 
structures 
Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  

STRUCTURES 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  

Bushcraft parties 
Forest school sessions
Walks & talks 
Green woodworking  

 

STRUCTURES 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  

 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com

STRUCTURES 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  

Bean poles & pea sticks
Dorset hurdles 
Sussex gate hurdles 
Coppice materials  
Woven hazel fencing  

STRUCTURES 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  

Hedge laying  

Colin Pearce Car Repairs Ltd
Unit 1, Pinewood Park Business Centre

Blandford Rd, Coombe Bissett, SP5 5RF
in conjunction with Tisbury Motors, SP36HF

We offer the following services:
Diagnostics up to Main Dealer level on most vehicles, key coding, ECU re-coding

MOT tests on Class 1,2,4 and 7 vehicles & campers
Servicing Repairs on all types of vehicles, welding aircon, types, batteries, exhausts

We can also re-map your vehicle to give you more power
Free local collection and delivery service available

Tel: 01725 519300      Mob: 07970 789836

4675

Trust my Garage

Looking for a Green Waste Disposal site? 
 

Excellent quality screened topsoil 
 

Landscaping compost for domestic or commercial use 
 

Delivery service for bulk bags or loose loads 

 rod@newbournecompost.co.uk 
 Office  01725 518673 
 Rod       07896 544197 
 Andy     07766 163203   
 www.newbournecompost.co.uk  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
POPPY APPEAL 2020

Due to the current restrictions, there will 
be no house to house collections this year. 
It will be  possible to donate to the RBL 
Poppy Appeal and collect a poppy at the 
shops in the village during the fortnight 
up until Remembrance Day on Wednesday 
11th November.  Please show your support 
and 

Wear Your Poppy With Pride

Donations can also be made to the Appeal 
through the Royal British Legion Website 

and the Poppy Shop at 
https://www.poppyshop.org.uk

Can coaching help you?

Coaching is a positive and 
proven approach for helping 
people explore their goals 
and ambitions, and then 
work towards achieving 

them.

My coaching model will 
assist in developing your 

skills and abilities, boosting 
your performance and 

confi dence in life or at work, 
helping you to deal with 
issues and challenges.

This should help to make 
you more eff ective in your 

commitment to yourself and 
your own goals. 

Call Adam on 07710965017 
or 

email: adam.macmillan-
scott@hotmail.com

Can coaching help you?

Coaching is a positive and 
proven approach for helping 
people explore their goals 
and ambitions, and then 
work towards achieving 

them.

My coaching model will 
assist in developing your 

skills and abilities, boosting 
your performance and 

confi dence in life or at work, 
helping you to deal with 
issues and challenges.

This should help to make 
you more eff ective in your 

commitment to yourself and 
your own goals. 

Call Adam on 07710965017 
or 

email: adam.macmillan-
scott@hotmail.com
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October 2020........................................

Services Limited
helping you work

CBA Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals
and Businesses

CBA Services off ers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice.  A bespoke 
service tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost.

• Income Tax Advice
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns
• Capital Gains Tax Planning
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Child Tax Credits
• Notice of Coding Issues

• Accounts
• Company Secretarial
• VAT Returns
• Payroll/PAYE
• Bookkeeping
• CIS (Construction Industry Scheme)

Individuals, Trusts and Estates Businesses

If you fi nd you need help in dealing with the complexities of HM Revenue & 
Customs and would like a free hour’s consultation, then please give us a call.

CBA Services
45 East Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7DX
Telephone: 01258 840306  /  07895 913546
Email:  catherine@cba-services.co.uk
Website:  www.cba-services.co.uk

As mentioned in our last article, the 
Kickstart Scheme has now been launched 
by the government to pay for 6-month job 
placements for 16 to 24 year olds who are 
currently on Universal Credit and at risk of 
long-term unemployment.

This is a fantastic opportunity for young 
people.  We as a company would like to 
work together with local businesses to 
off er placements.  A Kickstart Scheme 
application must be for a minimum of 30 
job placements.  Any one employer can 
off er more than one placement, but to 
apply as a group of employers, we would 
need to have 30 placements to off er 
between us.

The job placements must be new jobs.  
They cannot replace existing or planned 
vacancies or cause existing employees to 
lose or reduce their employment.
The roles must:

• be for a minimum of 25 hours per 
week for 6 months;

• pay at least the National Minimum 
Wage for their age group; and

• not require extensive training before 
starting the placement.

The applications need to include details of 
how you will help the participant develop 
their skills and experience, such as support 
with attendance, timekeeping,  teamwork, 
preparing a CV and setting goals.

The government pay for 100% of the 
relevant national minimum wage for 
25 hours plus the associated national 
insurance contributions and employer 
minimum automatic enrolment 
contributions.  Go to www.gov.uk/
government/collections/kickstart-scheme 
for more details.

If you are an employer and feel that this is 
something you would like to be involved in, 

we will be discussing the scheme in more 
detail via a Zoom meeting on Thursday 1 
October 2020 at 8.30am.  Please contact 
kay@cba-services.co.uk if you would like a 
link to the meeting.

Furlough Claims
If you currently have staff  on furlough, or 
have been furloughed by your employer, 
please remember that the amounts you can 
claim are changing.

From 1 September 2020 the government 
will only pay 70% of wages for a furloughed 
employee, and from 1 October 2020 they 
will only pay 60%.  Employers will need to 
top up employees’ wages to ensure they 
receive 80%.  Employers will also need to 
pay the employer National Insurance and 
pension contributions.

Our team is here to help you. If you would 
like to receive further advice and assistance 
from us, please get in touch. 

 
If you need assistance with any 
accountancy or tax related matters, 
please contact Catherine at CBA Services 
Limited on 01258 840306 / 07895 913546 / 
catherine@cba-services.co.uk

Whilst care has been taken in preparing 
this publication it is for information only.  
It is not, and should not be construed as, 
advice and accordingly no reliance should 
be placed on the information contained 
herein.

KickStart and Furlough
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Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors, 
Windows, Facias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Carpentry & 
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen

IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Directors: Paul Maidment & Julian Carter Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaft esbury Road, 

Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel/Fax: 01258 45 45 22 Email: mandcltd@btconnect.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

01258 721641
Roger: 07879 453757   Ryan: 07753 458958

info@randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 
www.randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 

Boiler Servicing & 
Maintenance

Gas, Oil & LPG

Full Heating Systems 
Installed or Upgraded

Power Flushing
Boiler Replacements

Oil Tanks
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Gas Cookers & Hobs

T: 01747 828689 
M: 07974249287

Donhead St. Andrew

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS

FREE QUOTATIONS

SIMON WALLWORTH                                       
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

S WALLWORTH  
ELECTRICAL  SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Call now for a free
no obligation quote
Call now for a free

no obligation quote

Metalsmiths & Engineers
07766 203 817 

richard@sixpennyforge.co.uk

METALSMITHS
& ENGINEERS

MADE IN ENGLAND

SIX
PENNY FORGE

Local electrician in Sixpenny Handley 
Fully qualifi ed, Insured and NICEIC 

registered 
Fuseboard changes, additional 
sockets, safety checks, tripping 
problems, all aspects covered

Free no obligation quotes
Call Nick on 07538 346481

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)
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Law & more...

APPOINTMENTS IN THE OFFICE OR AT YOUR OWN HOME 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE
01258 840507  to speak to Michael Catchpole,

on law 

The rules relating to capital gains 
tax on the sale, or gift  of a UK 
Residential second home was 
introduced and then relaxed 
because of Coronavirus. The 
relaxation was only of the 30 
days to pay and submit a CGT 
Return. From 31 July, the relaxed 
rules have been lift ed and capital 
gains tax needs to be paid 
within 30 days. The current rule 
is submission online of a CGT 
Return and tax payment within 
30 days from a completion. 
Penalties if late.

CGT disposals are based on 
the date of exchange and the 
computation continues to be 
on that basis. BUT the new 
notifi cation regime and payment 
of tax is all about completion.

Unlike stamp duty, it is not a 
requirement of the fi rms dealing 

with the sale to have to calculate, 
reserve and pay over the tax 
to HMRC. This is because CGT 
liability varies depending on your 
own personal circumstances.

It is the owner who sells who 
is responsible and HMRC has 
advised that the owner should go 
to their accountants, assuming 
that they have one, for advice 
and calculation.

This presents a problem as if 
a sale was undertaken in say 
August 2020, any calculation 
should take into account:

• CGT losses brought forward 
from the year ended 5 April 
2020;

• available capital gains tax 
allowance £12,300 for the 
current tax year ended 5 April 

Sale of House where Capital Gains Tax (CGT) is payable

2021;
• capital gains tax losses arising 

in the period from April 2020 
to August 2020;

• capital gains tax losses arising 
in the period from August 
2020 to 5 April 2021 – though 
these losses cannot be 
anticipated.

But note if no CGT is due 
(because of losses b/f, losses to 
date, £12,300 exemption and 
reliefs such as PPR), no CGT 
Return is due within 30 days.
There are other important 
technical points to be taken into 
account on which we or your 
accountant can advise you on.

All rather complicated, but we 
hope that these broad outlines 
will help you to understand the 
current rules.
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Gardening

October

  

 

- Complete autumn lawn 
care
- Prune back/ cut down 
perennials
- Plant spring bulbs
- Start to bring in tender 
plants
Plant garlic cloves

November
- Make sure fallen leaves are 
cleared from ponds
Start thinking about - 
next year’s planting/
positioning
- Protect tender plants 
from frosts
Clear garden of leaves

Don’t forget the birds and 
wildlife in you garden as it 
gets colder, make sure there 
is fresh water available and a 
range of foods.

Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:

Close board
Chain link

Post and Rail

Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604 

Mobile 07778 603 559
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DON’T GET LEFT
OUT IN THE 

COLD!
GET YOUR STOVE

FITTED THIS 
WINTER

You’ve made such a diff erence
By knowing what to say.
Then by doing all you could
To brighten up the day
Thank you cannot be enough
Though it’s the perfect place to start
For your kindness has been something
That has truly touched a heart.

Laughter is a tonic
When you’re feeling down
It helps to raise the spirits
Takes away that frown
If you can, keep smiling
Find some humour in your day
Life will seem much brighter
And clouds will roll away.

Pause in the calm
And stillness of twilight
Hear orchestral sounds
Emanating delight
A musical stream.
Gentle rustling of leaves

Songbirds bee’s humming
Feel the magic nature weaves.

Many thanks to Tony for 
all the years he has been 
involved with the Downsman

The bluest of skies
The warmest of days
Just little things
Our spirits raise
A stream making music
As it gurgles along
And as ever at dusk
The blackbird’s sweet song.

Flower–strewn pathways
Scents fi lling the air
Birds singing, bees buzzing.
Wildlife everywhere
Cornfi elds of gold.
New–mown hay.
Summertime magic.
Tone in today.

Sorry to say the AUCTION 
in the village has been 
cancelled for this year. 
Hopefully we will be back 
next year.

Rob

Rob’s Column
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Low Cost Digital TV Aerials

• Low Cost Digital Aerials supplied and fi tted
• Freesat supplied and installed
• Extra TV Points fi tted
• Sky Dish alignment and re-installation
• DAB Radio Aerials supplied and fi tted

Local Family Business
Please call Martyn

W e  A r e  O p e n  7  D a y s  a  W e e k  f r o m  8 . 0 0 a m  t o  9 . 0 0 p m

01725 517941
07876 126438

Tel:
Mob:

FREE
SIGNAL TEST

FOR FREEVIEW
DIGITAL RECEPTION

FREE
ESTIMATES

GIVEN

CRANBORNE AERIALS

  Experience shopping in  our Barn 
Showroom in Sixpenny Handley 
 open  every Friday 10am to 2pm.

Please contact for full 
opening times

Frogmore Barn  has a wide  range 
 of furniture  and beautiful items 

for the home as well as  a 
selection  of personal gifts 

 with seasonal stock changes
                                        

 Follow Frogmore Design on 
Facebook and Instagram    
     Frogmore Farmhouse,

Frogmore Lane,  6d Handley 
 Tel: 01725 552910  

 email: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk 
 website: www.frogmoredesign.com

superfast rural broadband

Using state-of-the-art ‘Fibre to the Mast’ technology, Wessex Internet can deliver superfast speeds of up to 
50Mb/s to Sixpenny Handley.  With our newest mast now in place we can see more homes than ever. 

SixpennyHandley

0333 240 7997

Internet 
Packages

from
£25

We’ve expanded our 
coverage of Sixpenny Handley

Faster Upload 
than ordinary 
broadband

24x
Up to

wessexinternet.com

superfast
Sixpenny

50Mb/s rural
broadband

is here!
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Noticeboard

Happy Nappy meets every Monday in  
the Village Hall 

from 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Singing and Fun 
for Babies and Children 

...with coff ee, tea and a chat for 
adults at our friendly group...

Children 50p, Adults £1

Lucy Barr 07508 691323
Milly Bones 07525 248890

Teddy Bears 
Drop-in

Thursdays  10:30—12 noon,
in term times.

Carers and small children are 
welcome for a chat, coff ee and play 

in St Mary’s Church

Sixpenny Handley 
Youth Club

6D Handley Village Hall
Age 10 - 16 welcome

facebook.com/6d4all
Contact Liz 01425 654467, Vicky 01725 

552549, Graham 01725 516973

3/4 yr olds 
£4.25 per hour 
£12.75 per session

2/3 yr olds 
£4.75 per hour, 

£14.25 per 
session

“Children are making 
excellent progress from their 

starting points. They gain 
the skills they need for their 

future learning 
and in readiness 

for school.” 

Purpose built pre-school at 
Sixpenny Handley First School 
with indoor/outdoor free  ow play areas.

Friends of Salisbury Cathedral 
New members

This year it has been the Friends of Salisbury Cathedral’s 90th birthday.
Sadly the coronavirus pandemic meant we had to cancel a number of events to mark this 
milestone, some of which we hope to run next year.

However, before the lockdown we were able to welcome more than 30 new members to 
the cathedral for the annual new members’ aft ernoon.
They were greeted in the Trinity Chapel before going on tours of the library, song room and 
west window.

They also had a cream tea in the refectory and heard how their annual fi nancial 
commitment enables the Friends, which has nearly 3,000 members, to give grants for 
cathedral projects, such as the recent restoration of the organ.

Grants are also funded by donations and legacies, and supplemented by income from 
events, such as the annual Secret Gardens of the Close aft ernoon.

Friends receive a membership card, entitling them to visit the cathedral as many times 
as they wish (excluding ticketed events, concerts or parking). They are sent an annual 
report Spire and Easter and Christmas newsletters, containing information about grants 
and activities. And they receive invitations to events: musical evenings, talks, coach trips, 
holiday and the annual Friends’ Day.

Details of how to join (or give gift  membership) are available from the Friends’ Off ice, 33a 
The Close, Salisbury, SP1 2EJ; tel 01722 335161 or 555190; email friends@salcath.co.uk.



The Downsman - October 2020

32

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CCF Trustees are sorry to announce that due to 
restrictions on group meetings caused by the Covid 19 

crisis we are unable to host our monthly meetings. 

We will contact all of our existing clients as soon as it is safe  
to resume our social gatherings 

Whilst this year I have not been asked to 
assist the Wildlife Hospital with releases, in 
the last few days I have been asked to help 
three young hogs. One sadly was suffering 
from  a terminal illness and did not survive. 
However, the second, which was spotted 
behind the church, is now enjoying putting 
on a bit of weight, eating me out of house 
and home.  He was only 3 weeks old but 
weighed in at 164gms and seems in good 
health.  At that weight he would need to 
put on at least 500gms before going into 
hibernation. 

The third came in this evening – a bit 
older but only weighing 274gms. If they 
successfully put on the weight, then they 
will be moved to a safe place for the rest of 

the winter.

There seem to be lots of hoglets around the 
village this year. If you do find one out in 
the open during the day, it is most probably 
because it needs food. The trouble is that 
they are easy prey to buzzards, kites, foxes 
and domestic dogs. Please do not let your 
dog play ball with a hog; it’s not fair on the 
hog.  

Call me on 07818 047617 if you need 
support.

What to feed hedgehogs? 
Hedgehogs are omnivores, they eat almost 
anything except millipedes.  There are 
various specialist foods on the market. 
They will also eat cat food - so will the 
neighbourhood cats, so it is best to place 
it somewhere where a hog can get to, but 
a cat can’t.  I have found that an upturned 
plastic box with a five-inch square hole 
serves very well. There are lots of ideas on 
the internet. It is essential that hedgehogs 
also have water.

Bonfires.
The Autumn is the time when they build 

their nests for the winter; they will use 
various dead materials, especially dry 
leaves.  This can cause a problem:  before 
you set fire to your bonfire please ensure 
that there are no hogs already slipped in 
there. 

Hedgehog Highways
Hogs can travel up to 2 miles a night in 
search of food and mates. If your garden 
is fenced or walled please consider a 
5inch hole to let them move around freely. 
Highway signs are available from the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) 
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/ 

Thank you to everyone who helps keep 
these iconic little creatures happy in our 
village.                                                   Tony Gibb

Barely 3 weeks old

Hedgehog News
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