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Nigel Turton Master Thatcher
Finalist - Trainer of the Year at the Heritage Craft Awards
In January Nigel was nominated as Trainer of the Year at the Heritage Craft Awards, in
association with the Marsh Christian Trust.
He was shortlisted to the last three finalists from each category. This was a fantastic
achievement as this year they had a record number of entries and the standard was
particularly high.
The finals were due to take place at the Houses of Parliament on November 17th 2020.
However due to Covid restrictions the ceremony took place virtually via a Zoom link.
Nigel narrowly missed out on first place, coming second in the Trainer of the Year category.

Views expressed in this magazine are those of our correspondents and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions held by the
Editor or Members of Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council. This publication does not endorse the products or services advertised
within.
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Next edition
The next edition will be published from
1st February 2020

Copy deadline for the
next edition

15th January
Please make every eﬀort to meet the
deadline so that we have time for printing,
production and distribution.
If possible please email your articles to
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Advertising
Our advertising oﬀers great value. The
Downsman is currently delivered to over
700 households within the parish.
Email: editor@thedownsman.org.uk for
more details.

Advertising deadline

10th January

Payment must be made before the
advertising deadline to be included.

Advertisement Costs
Size

Small Text Ad
Small Square
Rectangle
Large Square
Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition
£2.50
£5
£10
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate
£25
£50
£125
£175
£250

On to the end of 2020...
Well certainly one that will go down in the history books
as being diﬀerent to ‘normal’ there are many who will
be glad to see the back of 2020, but I really believe it has
shown many of us how adaptable and resilient we are as
a community. I’d like to say a huge thank you to all the
members of the Community COVID Support team who
have been beavering away in the background and helping those in need of shopping and
prescriptions or a friendly voice on the end of a phone during these isolating times - please
see the list below - should you need then in the coming weeks. The shop and butchers
have also played an important role this year getting their stock and ordering systems ready
for us. Thanks also go to all at the Drs surgery who have been working hard to enable us
to keep healthy with telephone, email and face-to-face support and to Canon Richard for
keeping us all engaged with his 10am chats!
Schools have also had to undergo huge changes, with new and updating procedures and
requirements through the year. My two are now at Cranborne and QE, but I also keep up
to date with the First School here when working on their website. All schools have worked
terribly hard to keep up with regulations, to keep us informed and keep the children
learning, happy and safe.
So my final thought for 2020, THANK YOU to you all for keeping going, following
Government Guidelines and keeping us all safe... best wishes for a Happy & Healthy
Christmas and New Year.
LIST OF COVID SUPPORT LEADS
Derek Mariner

07557 955759

2 - New Town, Deanland,
Garston

Steve Clarke

07760 858712

1 - Sixpenny Handley (Bottom)

Graham Allen

07973 387641

1 - Sixpenny Handley (Top)

Ian Callaghan

01725 552233

2 - New Town, Deanland,
Garston

Richard Hancock

01725 552182

4 - Woodyates & Pentridge

Mike Dyer

07584 315550

4 - Woodyates & Pentridge

Rachel Hiner

07787 346384

5 - Dean End to Cashmoor

Kim Angeli

07917 403307

5 - Dean End to Cashmoor

Maureen Lockyer

01725 552492

Phone Buddies

Advertisement Sizes
Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square
Rectangle V
H
Large Square
Half Page
Whole Page

Image area*
30 words
59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm
122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm

*without frame which will be added by
us.
If you need us to set your advert please
add a one-oﬀ £5 fee.

Sorry - we are unable to
include flyers

Naomi Booth

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

c/o The Parish Oﬀice, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA

Directory
Noticeboard
WI Report
Seeker

2
5
17
19

Health & Beauty
Law & more
Gardening
Gone Sailing
Rob’s Column

27
31
32
13
33

More about the parish can be found at www.sixpennyhandley.info
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To and from the Editor
Thank you
We would like to thank everyone for their
condolences, kindness and messages of
support when George passed away at the
end of September after a long illness.
We would like to thank Dr. Morgan and his
team, and the community nurses, for all
they have done for us. You have been a
great help and support.
We would also like to thank Richard Adlem
who helped us through this diﬀicult time
with so much kindness.
Paul and Bea Boyland and family

poems so perfectly read – the music and his eﬀorts for our comfort. It was a privilege to
attend this splendidly thoughtful event.
Thank you to Margaret Quinn for this lovely piece on Remembrance Sunday 2020

Andrew Bicheno
Our Dad, Andrew BICHENO formerly of
Sixpenny Handley, has passed away at
home in “The Gambia”. He died peacefully
in 13th November. In our hearts forever, he
will be greatly missed.
His loving family xxx
Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday over for another
year and I was fortunate enough to join
friends on Pentridge Green this time. The
weather was poor, damp and grey, but
thankfully not wet. However, a masterpiece
of a shelter had been prepared. It was
‘breezy seating’ but spaced apart because
of Covid. A clever use of farmyard
equipment proudly held up the largest
Union Jack produced and music from
Penwood Brass helped to set the scene. The
service was quite beautiful.
Those of you who know me well have
heard of my seven brothers, four of whom
undertook active service during World
War Two. All of them fortunately survived.
The years have flown by, but I am still
inordinately proud of them and their
medals.
I have been attending Remembrance
Services since I was thirteen years and can
re-call clearly the anguish of the War years.
Yesterday at Pentridge I thought of my
brother with joy, but also with sadness of
friends who were lost to us so many years
ago.
Now I wish to thank Tarka for a lovely
memorial service. For the prayers – the
4

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2020
Thank you to all those who supported this year’s Poppy Appeal. It was frustrating that no
house to house collections could be made, but lots of people kindly made the eﬀort to
visit the local shops and donate. The monies are still being counted.
There was an excellent turnout for the Remembrance Day Service, thanks to Canon
Richard for his lead. There was also a good gathering at 11 o’clock on the 11th November.
Next year is the centenary of the Royal British Legion. We hope that this can be celebrated
within the village in a suitable way.
Tony Gibb
RBL Poppy Appeal Organiser

Noticeboard
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Downsman Noticeboard

If your
your gr
g
group
oup
p is stagi
staging
g ng
g an event or needs help,
p use this free space
p,
spa
pa
ace to tell everyone!
everyyone!

Ready for Christmas?
Try shopping locally...
There has been a great surge in calls
for shopping locally to support our
local businesses especially after the
challenges of COVID-19 this year for
many of our small businesses.
We are really lucky to have some
amazing local business, both new
and old, both physically with our
Nisa shop and butchers and online.
On the next few pages are some
wonderful Christmas foodie treats...
from home made cakes from Sarah
in Pentridge to foodhall favourites
from Clare at Mr Fox’s Fine Foods.
Cranborne Chase Cider is open in
Minchington and why not visit our
Parish’s new Farm Shop located at

Church
Daily Live Feed on
Facebook 10am
Search for :
St Mary’s Church, Sixpenny
Handley
Or catch up on YouTube:
St Mary’s 6dH

the old garage on the A354...
And if you are looking for gifts as well as
Cranborne Garden Centre, do also check
local businesses websites and Facebook
groups. I know Min-Fletcher Jones,
whose jewellery making workshops are
advertised on page 18, is also a member
of the Facebook group called ‘South
Coast Virtual Gift Market’ but there are
many others out there. Supporting
local artists and enterprises really will
put a smile on their faces... and talking
of artists do look at the back cover at
David Walsh’s exhibition this month.

Brighten Handley for Christmas
Wouldn’t it be nice to see
something that makes you smile
when walking around the village, or
even know that there is a reason to
walk around the village
Help brighten up all our days and
nights by decorating the outside of
your home to celebrate Christmas
Give a little joy to someone walking
by and know you will have made a
diﬀerence, after all Christmas is for
giving.

Thanks
Andy

COVID Support coordinator

Have a very merry Christmas and enjoy
discovering your local Christmas!

Parish
Library
If out of lockdown
Opening Times:

Tuesdays
10.00am -12.00noon
Fridays
8.30am-10.00am
Thursday afternoons
- 1st & 3rd of month

COVID Support
If you are self isolating
and need help,
getting shopping or
prescriptions or need a
phone buddy...

See page 3
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Parish News
Clerk’s Corner
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk

Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA
Email: sixpennyhandley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Clerk to the Council (Ciona Nicholson) 01725 552211
07907 445951

The Community Speed Watch supports local
communities to improve road safety – We
need your support and the Parish Council are
appealing for Volunteers!
Community Speed Watch is a community
operated feedback scheme designed to
allow volunteers to oﬀicially monitor and
report to the Police the details of speeding
vehicles in specific areas where speed is of
concern to the community.
•
Volunteers must be aged 18 years.
•
To ensure roadside safety - all
volunteers will undergo formal
training with suitable Police approved
trainers.
•
All equipment will be provided.
•
A full Risk Assessment is completed.
Since the implementation of a Community
Speed Watch Team and the deployment
of the Speed Indicator device there has
been a significant reduction in the amount
of speeding traﬀic within the village –
providing a safer environment for all.
If you would like to find out more about this
voluntary role please contact either Ciona
Nicholson 01725 552211 (Clerk) or Mr Colin
Chambers (Speed Indicator Co-Ordinator)

During an extremely diﬀicult year for
everyone the Parish Council have
continued to work on a number of
refurbishment projects which we will
be able to enjoy fully when COVID-19
restrictions are lifted.
Re-surfaced Village Hall driveway – no more
potholes!
Re-white lined Village Hall Car Park.
Redecoration and re-carpeting of the
Sports Pavilion’s Main function room.

Future projects to look forward to in
2021…
Further Recreation Ground refurbishment
to include artificial cricket pitch upgrade &
the installation of new permanently housed
wheelie bins (to replace the red dog waste
bins).
Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy & Safe
Christmas & 2021 – The Sixpenny Handley &
Pentridge PC

Ciona Nicholson

Clerk
Sixpenny Handley & Pentridge Parish Council.
Rights Of Way Team – Thanks To the
01725 552211
Volunteers!
07907 445951
As you are aware we are lucky to have
a number of willing volunteers in the
community led dependably by Councillor
Dave Adams who have been working
tirelessly maintaining all of the Rights of
Ways in Sixpenny Handley & Pentridge. The
Team continue to work throughout the year
to ensure that our beautiful countryside
remains tidy, litter free and as passable as
possible throughout the year. Hopefully
during the Lockdown restrictions where
we have all been making the most of the
If we are out of lockdown in December, we
great outdoors - you will have noticed how
will be open again on the first and third
well maintained and tidy our footpaths
Thursday afternoon of each month, starting
are and what a diﬀerence it makes to the
on the 3rd of December 2020
experience of a good walk!
Hope to see you there
Looking forward to the New Year!
Bea Boyland

Opening Hours:
10.00am – 12 noon Tue
7.00pm – 7.30pm Thu
8.30am – 10.00am Fr
For Parish Council
information visit:

www.sixpennyhandleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk

The Parish Oﬀice
Unit 6 Town Farm
Workshops
is available to HIRE

Come and take a look when we are open
on Tuesday mornings
or Thursday evenings or arrange a visit
with Ciona.
£10 per session
Book in with Ciona on
01725 552211 or 01725 553040

Advertise in

The Downsman
This space £5 per issue
£25 per year
(1 issue free)

Library News

6

Penny Llama And Alpaca
Rescue
Organic Poop for sale. No need
to rot down, can be used straight
away, low in phosphorus.
20 bags plus free local delivery.
£1.20 per bag.
Tel: (01725) 552061
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Sarah’s Sweet Treats
Sarah’s love of baking started at school
helped by a brilliant Domestic Science
teacher who encouraged all her pupils to be
creative in the kitchen.
Working within the busy Marketing
Department of a local business to business
company has meant Sarah has had a
captive audience for her cakes and bakes
over the last 12 years and her colleagues
have actively encouraged her to start
selling her delicious sweet treats to a wider
audience.
Sarah’s cakes, bakes and scones have
also been a big hit at many Pentridge
Village Hall events over the last few years’
including Bank Holiday Cream Teas and the
Macmillan Coﬀee Morning none of which
have sadly been able to take place this year.
Sarah’s Sweet Treats was born in October
2020 selling via an Etsy shop and Facebook.
Orders for the standard cakes and bakes
started coming in straight away along with
a specially commissioned 30th Birthday
Cake. The standard range will stay small
but Sarah is happy to accept orders for any
combination of her cakes and bakes and
is more than happy to accommodate any
special orders or requests. Payment can
be made via bank transfer or contactless
payments via a portable card reader.
Local delivery (within 10 miles of Sixpenny
Handley) is free. If you’re sending a box
of treats as a gift it’s just £3.50 delivery
for Millionaires Shortbread or Scones and
£4.50 for Brownies or Loaf Cakes.

Simply delicious homemade
cakes & bakes all made
fresh to order!
Chocolate Brownies or Salted Caramel
Chocolate Brownies 9 for £12 or 18 for £22
Millionaires Shortbread 6 for £9 or 12 for £18
Plain, fruit or cheese scones 6 for £9 or 12 for £18
Mixed Box: 9 x Chocolate Brownies
& 6 x Millionaires Shortbread £20
Tea Loaf, Carrot Cake, Blackberry & Apple
Cake or Lemon Drizzle Cake £12

Email: sarahssweettreats2020@gmail.com
etsy.com/uk/shop/SarahsSweetestTreats
facebook.com/rushmorecottage

Cranborne Chase Cider
Open for business

The Original Cider Shack at Myncen Farm, Minchington is open for business during
lockdown and beyond in daylight hours.
Follow the CIDER signs from the A354 at Cashmoor to discover this hidden gem of a shop
where you will find not only cider, but a range of other products including apple juice,
cider vinegar, chutneys, jellies, flagons, tankards and more, perfect for Christmas gifts or to
enjoy yourself!
Call to pre-order and your items will be ready to collect when you arrive: Tel: 01725 552715
or Mob: 07745 802225 or see our online shop www.originalcidershack.co.uk.

Perfect as a sweet treat for yourself or
as a gift to send to someone special you
can find out more about Sarah’s Sweet
Treats via Etsy: www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
SarahsSweetestTreats, Facebook: www.
facebook.com/rushmorecottage, by email:
sarahssweettreats2020@gmail.com or give
Sarah a call on 07941 778130.
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Food for Thought
So hopefully lockdown. 2 is treating everyone better than the first. Sadly, this time we don’t have the sun and heat- but we do have
some practice from the first one and have a few more ideas to help pass some of our time. Here are a few more recipes that might come
in handy whilst practicing cooking and baking. Also, more importantly as the winter weather looms its good to have food that we enjoy
eating as well as making.

The Ultimate Cookie

Now this might seem like an obvious and unoriginal recipe- but they are always hard to get right and having made these rather frequently
I can say that this is THE recipe, and what’s better is they can be kept in the freezer so you can have them whenever you want- rather than
having to eat all once. Dark chocolate is definitely the winner to have in them as it counteracts the sweetness from the sugar! (You could
always try dried cranberries as well)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ingredients
250g unsalted butter
200g light brown sugar
100g caster sugar
½ tsp vanilla extract
3 egg yolks
325g plain flour
Sprinkle of sea salt
¾ tsp bicarbonate of soda
250g dark chocolate. (smash/ break
up)

•
•
•
•
•

Method
Melt butter and then mix with sugars with mixer - if you have one. (Don’t over mix as
don’t want it to be cakey) Add vanilla extract, egg yolks.
Mix flour, salt, bicarbonate in separate bowl.
Add butter and egg mixture to flour and add choc chips. Mix well with spoon.
Scoop mixture in big spoon balls, then place in freezer for min 1hr. (Can stay in freezer
for as long as you want!)
Before baking let them defrost for 10/15mins then bake at 170 for roughly 16mins.
(Check on them- if slightly undercooked are perfectly soft on the inside and crunchy
on the outside)

MR FOX
FINE FOODS

Artisan products all freshly made to order and delivered to your home

Cocoa Loco

Cracking Nuts Chunk of Devon Pies Honeybuns Treats
& much more...

Tracklements

Godminster Cheese

New Online Shop : mrfoxﬁnefoods.co.uk
ﬁnd us on Facebook.com/mrfoxﬁnefoods and Instagram.com/mrfoxﬁnefoods

MR FOX

FINE FOODS

Christmas Orders by December 11th please!
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More Food for Thought!
Lockdown Stew of Champions

A recommended winter warmer from my friend Alice. Having repeatedly made for her family she strongly recommends as the perfect stew
for the start of a week as you can use up leftover roast and its not too complicated if you have a busy Monday! Alternatively, it’s a perfect
dish to leave cooking whilst out on a windy walk- the longer it cooks for the tastier it will be!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ingredients
Garlic
Onion
Rosemary (fresh)
Chorizo
Tinned beans/chickpeas or cannellini
beans
Tinned tomatoes
Balsamic vinegar
Smoked paprika, Oregano
Spinach
Cooked peppers/ leftover roast chicken
and veg also perfect!!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Method
Fry onion, garlic and rosemary very slowly in olive oil.
Add chorizo and cook until all oil released and add a sprinkle of smoked paprika.
Stir in drained beans, add tinned tomatoes and water until most covered.
Add splash of balsamic vinegar
Simmer for 35 minutes, remove lid and simmer for 10 mins.
Season to taste with oregano, salt and pepper.
Stir in spinach, and leftovers until warmed through.
Serve with baked bread. (If you’ve jumped on the sourdough bandwagon during
lockdown this is the perfect time to get rolling that dough again!)

Christmas Tree Cake

It may seem a bit early to be baking for Christmas - but with the current circumstances it is really the perfect time to think about what
we will be indulging on this Christmas. This is an extremely straight forward recipe- but perfect as a centre piece whilst also a Christmas
cooking activity for children- whether it’s the baking or decoration! (It’s basically a shortbread recipe but tastes and looks delicious)
One thing you will need- bar the ingredients is a 3D Christmas cookie cutter (Lakeland/online). You could possibly try and cut out all the
shapes by hand but it might take rather a long time. (If you feel seasonal enough you can always add Christmas spices to the mixturecardamom, nutmeg, orange?)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ingredients
600g plain flour
300g unsalted butter
300g caster sugar
2 eggs
1 generous teaspoon vanilla extract
Pinch of salt
Icing sugar
Lemon
Method
Preheat oven 180/ 350 f
Cream the butter, sugar- until light
mixture
Add beaten eggs, vanilla, salt- mix well.
Gradually add the flour- do in stages so
everything is mixed properly.
Divide mixture into 2 balls and put in
fridge for 1 hour.
Roll out the dough onto floured
surface, 3-4mm. Cut out 2 lots of each
star.
Bake for 12 minutes- until slightly
golden- not overcooked!!!

•

•
•
•

Decoration
Make enough icing sugar- lemon,
water and icing sugar so it is not too
thick!
Put in-between each star so they
stick together when stacked up.
Then decorate the corners of the
star how you like.
Silver balls and edible glitter are
always a winner to sprinkle and
place on the stars!
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Sixpenny Handley
Open 7am - 8pm daily

Visit us in store for:
Coal
Logs
Bakery
Free to use ATM
British Gas energy top ups
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New Farm Shop Opens In The Parish
On the site of the old garage on the
A354, Yogi and Chhaya Patel have fresh
vegetables and other produce from all over
Dorset.
There is plenty of parking on the forecourt
and inside the shop a warm welcome
awaits.
For anyone who makes bread there is an
excellent range of flour from Cann Mill;
Moore’s biscuits, homemade meals from
Olive’s Kitchen, fresh bread and vegetables.
There is a wide selection of drinks from
across the county including Piddle beer,
Cranborne Chase Cider and wine from the
Langham Estate.
Details of all the suppliers are on the
website at www.yewtreefarm.shop
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UNABLE TO FIND THE TIME TO…..

• Fix that dripping tap…
• Finish the painting job that was started a while ago
• Clear up the rubbish in the garden
• Replace that broken fence panel
Then look no further than Ian Chapman the
SIXPENNY HANDYMAN
I am fully insured and no job is too small.
Call for a free no obligation quote on:
07701087804 or 01725 552955

Cleaning windows in Sixpenny Handley
and
the surrounding
area for over
years
Cleaning
windows
in10Whitechurch,

Stickland
and
surrounding
areas for over 10 years
Reliable,
friendly
& professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Katrina Horn
Soft furnishings
g
P
Professional
f i
l handmade
h d d soft
f
furnishings
20
0 yyears’ experience
p
pe

Beautifully made curtains, pelmets,
Roman blinds, soft furnishings and
accessories.
Friendly and reliable measuring
and fitting service.
Telephone: 01722 780742
Email: kathorn68@yahoo.com

MINSTER STONE
MEMORIALS
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
Old Rd, Pye Corner, Wimborne, BH21 1EJ
(next to The Green Man pub)
Phone or email for a FREE
brochure & price list

Advertise in

WIMBORNE 01202 883224

The Downsman

www.minstermemorials.co.uk
renee.spurgeon@minstermemorials.co.uk

This space £10 per issue
£50per year
(1 issue free)

ALSO MEMORIAL
MAINTENANCE,
CLEANING AND
RENOVATION

RICHARD ADLEM MBE
practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS
Private Chapel

Monumental Mason
Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ
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Gone Sailing
Log 48
The Beaulieu Incident!
Forecast of strong winds from the North,
and an ebbing tide. Would have suggested
Studland as a destination, but being
Autumn and the winds very strong and
actually being North East, and then East,
would have given us a hard slog back!
And so Beaulieu was decided upon, with
a proviso of not lingering over lunch due
to lack of water over the bar and being
‘trapped’ at low water. My turn on the helm
as we entered the river, and a tricky pick
up with strong ebb and 20kn + gusting
against the ebb, a look at how other yachts
were lying is a good indicator for the angle
of approach … usually, and I tried this,
but with no pick up line on the buoy, and
having to maintain the approach,’ too fast
‘was the cry. Next try was to motor into
the ebb with strong wind behind, and this
worked, interesting how 2kn of ebb has
more eﬀect than 20kn of wind!
Leaving promptly, we motored down river,
and with the forward looking echo sounder
on, negotiated the bar, with 0.5m under the
keel, a bit tight, but the seas were flat and
so ok!
So, ‘what is a pot buoy doing on the line
of approach? Its moving, a seal? A body?’
Turned out to be a swimmer signalling
distress (arms waving above head). We
approached carefully,’ are you ok, or do
you need help?’ He needed assistance as
very tired, we motored in a tight circle,
and prepared lines, and a halyard, drew
alongside, he was able to swim to us, and
took a line, and then climbed over our
stern. We sat him in the cockpit out of the
wind. He was ok, but had miscalculated the
tide, got caught in an eddy, and could make
no progress, he was well equipped with
wetsuit, waterproof mobile phone and so
on, (but his hat was grey – why not bright
orange?). During the ‘rescue’ skipper had
called Solent Coastguard on VHF ch16, and
advised them of the situation, they decide
to call out Calshot lifeboat, and so we stood
by waiting for them. The RNLI soon arrived,
in, I think, a B class RIB with four on board,
two came aboard to check the ‘casualty’s’
vital signs, he was ok and taken aboard the

RNLI RIB, and all was well. Nice to be able
to help someone in need!
We had a good sail back to Lymington, with
wind behind us, light at first, but a strong
gust had us nearly broach to.
An interesting days sail we thought, always
diﬀerent experiences, make for interesting
passages.

Not another Lockdown?
The Wednesday before was a beautiful day,
horizon to horizon blue skies, light breeze,
flat seas, and a good tide. ‘Need to get
Ayers & Graces prepared for a cold spell’
said the skipper, and so with de-humidifier,
heater, security stuﬀ, on board, we went
round to The Yacht Haven fuel berth to
top up (the intention being to combat the
dreaded fuel bug, who is most active in part
filled tanks). Others had the same idea, and
we were number three in the queue, all well
behaved, coﬀee and biccies later we were
all fuelled up.

Oﬀ for a sail, we were just passed Newtown
Creek when the tide turned against us, and
so tacked round and headed in, picked up
number two buoy, and had lunch in the
cockpit in warm sun, lovely! Interestingly,
in Roman times Newtown Creek (as is now
known) was the capital of The Isle of Wight.
An early return sail, and then moored up,
and ensured that all was well on board for
a cold spell.

Sometime later?
LTSC is, of course complying with all COVID
regulations and requirements, see www.
ltsc.co.uk for more info, and RYA website for
all watersports info.
See you on the water (and hopefully not in
it!)
Adam
Yachting Correspondent for Sixpenny
Handley

SELF STORAGE FACILITY
Safe, secure & convenient
Self-storage units for domes c or business use
**SPECIAL DEAL : 50% oﬀ for your ﬁrst 8 weeks **
All sizes available
On the A354 near Sixpenny Handley
Enquiries to David 07971 869372 or Steph 07748 925810
01725 552557
Or email: info@dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk
www.dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk
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CRANBORNE
DORSET
BH21 5PP

CHRISTMAS EMPORIUM IN THE GIFT SHOP
Beautiful decorations for your tree, home and table. Interesting gifts
and stocking fillers for all ages. Delicious festive foodie treats

CRANBORNE ESTATE CHRISTMAS TREES
for sale from 27th November

GARDEN ROOM CAFÉ

Enjoy breakfast, lunch, homemade cakes and festive treats
(booking recommended 01725 517248)
The Garden Centre is open every day throughout lock-down from10am - 4pm except CLOSED ON TUESDAYS
T: 01725 517248 E: info@cranbornegardencentre.co.uk W: www.cranbornegardencentre.co.uk

DOG GROOMING

LDRY
FULL GROOM
PUPPY PACKAGES
BATH & BLOWDRY
HAND STRIPPING
NAIL TRIMMING
TIDY UP
Olivia McCarthy | Professional Dog Groomer
Blackberry Cottage, 3 Littlefield Lane, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NP
M: 07584656901 E: blackberrydoggrooming@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: blackberry.doggrooming
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WOODLAND PRODUCTS

STRUCTURES

Come and join us at The Penny
Tap for a pint or two in the
STRUCTURES
re-modelled Sports Pavilion
STRUCTURES
p y Handleyy
@ Sixpenny
STRUCTURES
Temporary
revised
WWedd 44.30
30 opening
- 7.00
7.00 hours

WOODLAND PRODUCTS
WOODLAND PRODUCTS
x Bean poles & pea sticks
WOODLAND PRODUCTS
x Dorset hurdles
x Sussex gate hurdles
x Coppice materials
x Woven hazel fencing
x Hedge laying

Wednesday
7.00
Thurs- 4.30--Closed
7.00
Thursday 4.30-7.30
Fri
Fri4.00 – 8.00
8.00
Friday 4-8
Sat
t 2.00 -4-8
8.00
Sat8.00
Saturday

EDUCATION / LEARNING
x Bushcraft parties
x Forest school sessions
x Walks & talks
x Green woodworking

WO

STRUCTURES
x Garden furniture
x Bespoke timber
structures
x Composting toilets

Call Anthony on
01725 552814, 07920031314
www.conygarcoppice.com

Take
Take out Service Available

BEST STEAK
K
WE’RE OPEN !!!!
Wednesday Evening, Friday
Evening, Saturday Evening,
Saturday and Sunday Lunch.

Hanlega’s
And we are
looking forward to
seeing you!
01725 553005

Telephone for details and takeaways
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Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397
Age 8-10½
Mon & Wed
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Like everyone else Scouting at First
Woodcutts is having to adapt again to
Lockdown, we had just got used to meeting
face-to-face again although that had its
own problems in as much that the young
people had to meet outside and could
only go inside under extreme conditions
or circumstances they also had to be in
bubbles of 15 and ideally five people
which had to have at least three leaders
in attendance to supervise, this was okay
in the early days as the Beavers and Cubs
could complete their program in the light
of day, whereas the Scouts and Explorers
had to finish up in the dark, with the advent
of the clocks going back all sections had
to contend with working with the loss of
light, I am pleased to say that the Leaders
and the young people coped admirably, it
was getting to the stage that the younger
members were increasingly finding the
outside conditions diﬀicult, especially with
keeping warm, in one way the Lockdown
came as a blessing in disguise, meetings
will now be on Zoom and social media until
this latest setback comes to an end, one
thing is for sure the Leadership Team will
not give up or be beaten, we will always be
there for our young people.
Hopefully at the end of this Lockdown we
will be able to resume face to face meetings
but we will have to find some way for
Beavers and Cubs to be accommodated,
hopefully the Scout association will
recognise that meeting out of doors in the
winter is not suitable for this age group and
allow them inside, Scouts and Explorers are
made of sterner stuﬀ, whatever we will find
a way.
We have just held our Annual Group Scout
Council meeting held on Zoom where our
Oﬀicers and Committee Members were all
elected en bloc, I would like to take this
opportunity to publicly thank them for
standing again and for their support in
the background, mention was also made
of our President Mr Richard Adlem for the
support that we receive from him, I would
also like to pay tribute to our amazing and
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1st Woodcutts News
www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk
Age 10½-14
Mon & Tue
Rob Easton
01725 552038

dedicated team of Leaders, they never
fail to amaze me with their commitment,
we are very lucky to have them at First
Woodcutts.
You may have heard rumours that for
the safety of our young people we were
planning to move car parking away from
our building, and that we were attempting
to purchase the field adjoining our
Headquarters, unfortunately we could not
reach agreement with the land owner and
had to withdraw from negotiations, we had
already submitted and paid the fees for a
planning application for a change of use,
we have decided to let the application run
its course and are awaiting a decision.
John Curtis Group Scout Leader

Beavers
Following the resuming of face to face
Meetings which are socially distanced, the
Beavers have been working hard towards
our Disability Awareness Badge. During
the Deaf Awareness Week, we were able
to invite one of Woodcutt’s Explorers, Ben,
to teach us some sign language including
the Beaver Promise. During Harvest
Festival, we created some great pictures
which were painted with vegetables
(some home grown) which gave some
surprising textures. Some Beavers even
learnt what some vegetables were. A great
Scavenger Hunt in Garston to make some
Nature Crowns encouraged the children
to explore our great woodland finding
lots of fungi etc. Celebrations of Diwali
found us making some lovely clay lamps
which were decorated in jewels and some
Beavers continued when the lamps were

Age 6-8
Tue & Wed 5 to 6pm
Annette Toop
07973 677815
Age 14-18
Thursday 7 to 9pm
Anthony Brown
01725 552814

dry to paint them which added to the
eﬀect. Halloween was also celebrated
by making spiders and milk bottle ghosts
which were really scary!! With another 4
new members after half term we decorated
pebbles with Poppies for Remembrance
which were placed on the Memorial before
Remembrance Day. Lock down - hasn’t
stopped the Beavers, we are continuing our
Meetings via Zoom and working towards
our Communicator Badge. If you wish to
join our fun and games, please contact us
to join the waiting list.

Cubs
Cubs had an amazing autumn completing
their Artists badge by making models,
tin-can lanterns, clay green man faces and
joining one of our Explorer volunteers as he
led us in an art evening called ‘Funny Faces‘
which the Cubs engaged with fantastically.
This half term we have started our Scientist
badge - so far we have completed evenings
called: Rockets, Snot : What is it good for?,
The power of vinegar and May the force
be with you. For each session Cubs have
individually built rockets, bows & arrows,
and completed experiments. This badge
was started in the HQ and has transferred
really well to online practices with a little
supervision from parents (and probably
alot of tidying up afterwards!)
We have also been working with our more
senior Cubs on their leadership skills and
look forward to them running games,
teaching skills and leading the pack forum
before Christmas.

Scouts
Scouts had a good autumn with plenty
of outdoor socially-distanced activities
including chair football, outdoor cooking,
whittling and pumpkin carving before
lockdown. Now on Zoom, the Scouts really
enjoyed an escape room - needing all their
mental skills and teamwork to complete
the challenge. Next they are going to take
on their Digital Citizen badge and we look
forward to seeing their digital creations
next week!
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Book Review

‘It began in Berlin on ‘Mayday 1924’ when
a German policeman gleefully used his
rubber truncheon to strike the back of a
young, and very impressionable, sixteenyear old girl who was one of thousands
marching through the city streets singing
their revolutionary songs, many promoting
the cause of communism.
‘It ended, appropriately, in Berlin on the
7th of July 2000, when at the age of ninetythree Ursula Kuczynski slipped peacefully
from earthly life into eternity.
‘What happened in between is expertly told
by Ben Macintyre in his latest book, ‘Agent
Sonya - Lover, Mother, Soldier, Spy’. It is a
tale of her panoramic sweep as a dedicated
agent for Soviet Russia from the turmoil
of 1930s Shanghai and the constant brutal
suppression of communist sympathisers
by the Nationalists under Chiang Kai-shek,
aided by the disparate bands of ex-patriots
from a myriad of nations, all having an
‘interest’ in this kaleidoscope of prewar
history. To Switzerland and the curious
juxtaposition of operating in a neutral
nation bordered by fascist Germany on
one side her ally Italy on the other. Its
geographic position making the land of
‘cow-bells and cuckoo clocks’ a ‘hot-bed’
for spies of all colours.
‘Thence, in early February 1941, having
now obtained a British passport, Ursula
Kuczynski aka ‘Agent Sonya’ and her
children arrived in Liverpool after an
arduous journey through Vichy France,
Spain and Portugal. Within weeks she made
contact with her Russian handler and until
leaving Great Rollright, a quintessential
English village in the Cotswolds nine years
later - almost to the day - for Germany,
‘Agent Sonya’ through her network of

‘helpers’ that included the Klaus Fuchs,
fellow German and brilliant physicist who
had fled Nazi Germany in the autumn of
1933, and in the Second World War would
play a major role in the development of
the atomic bomb, ensured that Stalin was
kept abreast of what was code-named
the ‘Manhattan Project’. Thus through
the conduit of this outwardly pretty, but
otherwise unremarkable lady, the greatest
wartime betrayal of American and British
secrets fell ‘lock-stock and barrel’ into the
hands of the Russians.
‘On her return to Germany and settlement
in East Berlin, she ‘retired’ from spying
and over several decades became a writer
of children’s stories. Although she came
to realise that Communism under the
despotic rule of Stalin was alien to her
childhood dreams of equality through
communist rule, to the end she never
wavered in her socialists belief and had the
satisfaction of seeing fascism in her native
Germany crumble to dust in the ruins of
Berlin.
’This review is merely a ’snapshot’ of a lady
whom MI.5 in their investigation of 1947,
could find no incriminating evidence of
wrong-doing, being of the opinion that her
days as a Soviet agent had ceased in 1940’s
Switzerland.

‘Although ‘Agent Sonya’ is for many a
name that does not easily trip the memory
of espionage in our country, the names
of Konon Molody aka Gordon Lonsdale,
Helen and Peter Kroger and the Portland
spies, Harry Houghton and Ethel Gee may
be more familiar and it is the web of their
deceit and eventual arrest in 1961, that
forms the core of Trevor Barnes’s excellent
book, ‘Dead Doubles - The Extraordinary
Worldwide Hunt For One Of The Cold War’s
Most Notorious Spy Rings’. Whereas Ursula
Kuczynski spied out of conviction for her
communist beliefs, Houghton and Gee gave
up highly sensitive secrets from Portland’s
underwater research establishment for
money.
‘Although the outcome following their
arrests, trial, imprisonment and for
Lonsdale and the Krugers eventual release
in various spy exchanges, it is the myriad
of investigative trails that shed fresh light
on this quintet of players that provide
the reader with a fascinating insight into
the workings of the various intelligence
agencies both here and in America.
‘Both books are highly recommended.
‘Agent Sonya’ by Ben Macintyre, Penguin/
Viking, 2020
‘Dead Doubles’ by Trevor Barnes,
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2020

WI News and Information
As I write this last contribution of 2020 for
the Downsman, I reflect on the very strange
and anxious past months, as we are once
again experiencing lockdown. I fear we
face a long and diﬀicult winter, whilst our
leaders, scientists, doctors and nurses deal
with the invisible viral enemy.
None of our members should feel forgotten
during these unprecedented times and
we must maintain our hope that we will
resume our meetings and return to some
kind of normality in the near future. For
those of us not able to participate online
or with WI Zoom activities, we greatly
appreciate the regular newsletters received

NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES

since the start of this pandemic. And mailed
personally from our President, Bobbie
Carter, for which we thank HER VERY MUCH.
Thank you also to the members who have
donated to the Women’s Refuge via Jan
Gibb.
Now the festive season is almost on us and
will be very diﬀerent for many this year.
I hope all members will have as happy and
peaceful Christmas as possible and may
2021 be a much better year for each and
everyone.

Stay well and keep safe.

Stella Olsen
Vice President
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Bowls Club
With 2020 nearly over it is time to reflect
on the impact Corona Virus has had on
us. Our 2019/2020 indoor bowls season
was brought to a sudden halt back in
March when the lockdown meant the
abandonment of the remaining league
fixtures. Fortunately we had completed our
internal competitions.
Sarah Churchill was the winner of the
Singles Competition whilst Roger Naylor
was runner-up. Sarah Churchill along
with Alan Elliot won the Pairs whilst Roger
Naylor and Gordon Oxford were worthy
runners-up. Lockdown meant that we
were unable to start the outdoor season
in April however the time was not wasted
as it enabled Dave Adams and his team of
helpers to replace the surface water drains
and relay the green. Not an inconsiderable
undertaking requiring great commitment
with the weather making the task even
more challenging.
We eventually had clearance from Bowls
England to start playing in July but only in
a restricted manner. No league games were
allowed and only three of the greens were
to be used at any one time. This however
didn’t curb the enthusiasm of the members
and both our internal league and some Cup
Competitions were completed.
The Internal league was keenly contested
but Kevin Johnson won out with an average
score of 16.85 just ahead of Sue Mercer’s
16.66 and Dave Adams’ 16.00. Stella Olsen
won the Ladies Singles Cup with Barbara
Sewell Runner- up. The Mixed Pairs Cup
was won by Kevin Johnson and Gordon
Beckley with Dave Adams and Stella Olsen
Runners-up. Paul Chalmers beat Chris
Mugford to take the Men’s Singles Trophy.
October saw the start of indoor bowls but
again this was a tortuous process taking
Colin Chambers, our Secretary, many hours
of work to obtain the necessary “Covid
Safe” certificates from The Short Mat Bowls
Association which enabled us to play in
the village hall but with numbers limited
to twelve players and no spectators. No
league games against other clubs were
permitted so Gordon and Pat Oxford
18

undertook the weekly team selection for an
internal league. We also saw the influx of
Winter Only members who joined us to use
our all weather outdoor green. Then came
the bad news, the Government decided
that a new “lockdown” was needed so we
are once again without our favourite sport.

members and readers of the “Downsman” a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in the
hope that 2021 will be a less daunting year.
Stay safe.
Ron J
President

Let’s hope we can restart playing again
in December. If not may I wish all our

Chris Simpson

Dog Walking and Pet Care

Dog walking and home boarding.
Experienced and reliable. Fully insured,
Home visits for cats, dogs and other animals.
DBS checked and first aid trained.
Covering Sixpenny Handley and surrounding areas

Call: 07783 326542
simpsonsdogwalking@gmail.com
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Church Services for Christmas and the New Year

The church magazine
for St Mary the Virgin,
Sixpenny Handley
with Gussage St Andrew
and St Rumbold’s,
Pentridge

Vicar

Churchwardens
St Mary’s with
Gussage St Andrew
Sue Curtis

552 397

St Rumbold’s, Pentridge
Mary Ferguson
Jane King

552 222
552 231

Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are only able to offer
Please join us
limited church services. This will mean that many of
the traditional Christmas services we love will not be
LIVE DAILY 10
0 am
possible this year. At the present time we are offering
BROADCASTS
STS
a 10am weekly Sunday Service at either St Mary’s
Handley or St Rumbold’s Pentridge which are also
on Facebookk or
broadcast live online. If the National Lockdown
watch later on YouTube
continues or is reinstated these services will only
with this link:
take place online. St Andrew’s Gussage sadly remains
www.facebook.com/
closed as COVID restrictions would not allow worship to
St-Marys-ChurchSixpenny-Handleyhappen safely in the building. This is being reviewed
558498850977107
regularly and as restrictions are lifted we will endeavour
to adapt the service provision. However both St Mary’s
Handley and St Rumbold’s Pentridge remain open for private prayer and reflection.
This Christmas our churches will be specially decorated to give us some Christmas cheer.

December 2020

January 2021

Sunday 6th — Advent 2
10 am Holy Communion, St Rumbold’s

Sunday 3rd — Epiphany Sunday
10 am Holy Communion, St Rumbold’s

Sunday 13th — Advent 3
10 am Morning Worship in St Mary’s

Sunday 10th — Epiphany 1
10 am Morning Worship, St Mary’s

Sunday 20th — Advent 4
10 am Said Matins, St Rumbold’s

Sunday 17th — Epiphany 2
10 am Said Matins, St Rumbold’s

*Thursday 24th — Christmas Eve
6:30 pm Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Sunday 24th — Epiphany 3
10 am Said Holy Communion, St Mary’s

*Friday 25th — Christmas Day
10 am Said Holy Communion, St Mary’s
11:15 am Holy Communion, St Rumbold’s

Sunday 31st — Candlemas [The
Presentation of Christ in the Temple]
10 am Benefice Service, St Mary’s

Sunday 27th 10 am Said Holy Communion, St Mary’s
*In order to control social distancing at Christmas Communion Services we would ask that
people only attend one of the three services either Christmas Eve or one of the two services
on Christmas day

Despite COVID this year’s Woozel Hunt will go ahead in a socially
distanced manner, subject to any lockdown restrictions. We will ask
family groups to keep 2m apart from one another. There will also be
no mulled wine in church after, but we would encourage people to
bring their own tipple and snacks. So come and join the fun as we
hunt the mythical Woozel to protect our mince pies. An ancient treaty
going back to 1630, or about half past four, given by Lord Blakeney’s
ancestors, allows the Woozel to be hunted one day a year on the Feast of Stephen.
Hunting the Woozel is an eccentric affair. Once a Woozel nest is found they are bated with
fresh mince pies often placed in a festively decorated fishing net. Young children then lure
the Woozel out by telling it Christmas Cracker jokes collected from the day before.
However, there are those who want to ban the hunt and they can often be found at such
events waving ‘Save the Woozel’ placards, shaking rattles
which frightens the Woozel back into its’ nest.
Lord Blakeney Hunt Master

If you would like to join the hunt or
be a hunt protester meet outside
St Mary’s Church at 10:30 am.
Flamboyant hunting dress is
encouraged.
The hunt will last about an hour and
finish back at St Mary’s. Prizes for the
best joke, Woozel net and hunting
attire. A great way to get the family
some fresh air, walk off the
Christmas food and raise our spirits.
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What will Christmas be like this year?

In the vicarage study I have a weird and wonderful collection
of eccentric objects I have collected over the years. One item
is a crystal ball I found in a junk shop some years ago. I
thought it would make and interesting prop for photography
and by placing it in front of a camera lens you can get some
great effects as it bends light and images.
I recently wondered if it could be of help in answering the
question “What will Christmas be like this year?” Though
clergy aren’t supposed to dabble in this kind of thing I
popped it on my desk and stared at it hard. I noticed that it
was magnifying the text of a page on my desk and right bang
in the middle was a large question mark. It seemed as either
my crystal ball was faulty or it like the rest of us just didn’t
know the answer to this question.
We have all been living in a huge state of flux for months
and the certainty of the traditions of Christmas has maybe
given us something to hold onto. However now Christmas is
only a few weeks away we all realize that what we have
known and loved before will not be possible this year, even
with the promise of a vaccine round the corner. However all
is not lost we just need to go back to the beginning.
We have over the years and in our own lifetime
developed a myth about Christmas, fed by stories and
traditions of sugar plum fairies, tinsel and coloured lights
and John Lewis adverts. If we open our Bibles to either the
Gospel of Matthew or Luke and look at the real story we will
find none of this but a world in flux and turmoil, with our key
characters living in a state of huge uncertainty.
It begins with something sure and fixed, a proposed
family wedding. A young girl Mary is betrothed to a local
carpenter Joseph. The families would have been planning
this for years. Like many of our couples expecting to have
their dream wedding this year, their plans were turned
upside down.
Mary is visited by an angel who tells her she is going to
have a child, but not just any child, the son of the living God,
20

DIARY OF A COUNTRY PARSON
the Messiah. When Mary tells this to Joseph the wedding is
OFF! The disgrace this would bring on him and his family
would be too much, so he plans to call it off quietly to avoid
embarrassment to both families. However, he too, is visited
by an angel and the enormity of the situation becomes clear,
so he takes Mary for his wife.
The political situation in the area is tense to say the least.
The Roman occupying army needs taxes to fund its
expansion, so a census is ordered. Mary is heavily pregnant,
and the baby is due at any time, but they are forced to travel
to Joseph’s home town of Bethlehem. When they arrive the
town is in chaos. All the inns are full and the long journey
from Nazareth has induced Mary into labour. All that can be
found is a cave or barn in which animals are kept but at least
it is warm and dry.
Meanwhile back at Herod’s palace, rumours are
circulating about the birth of a new King that will challenge
his power base, (even though he is just a puppet king to the
Roman Empire). Travelers from the East confirm this to
Herod and he wants the potential threat to his power base
annihilated. He issues a horrific order, that all first born
children are to be killed.
Mary and Joseph’s plan, to return to Nazareth and bring
up their new baby quietly, are dashed. They have no other
choice but to flee, and like all refugees, they leave with only
what they can carry, making a perilous journey with an
infant to Egypt.
When you read the Christmas story like this it is far
removed from HO HO HOs and Christmas cheer. We know
how the story ends, but if we didn’t at this point we would
be asking ourselves, did they make it? It conjures up the
images of refuges we see today fleeing war and looking for a
safe place to bring up their families.
However as we read the Gospel we see signs that though
chaos and calamity may seem to reign, God is actually in
control. Amidst the mayhem, shepherds (often seen as
outcasts at that time) receive a message from angels that
God is in charge and not to lose heart. A new light is coming
into the world which the darkness will never overcome.
So though we may not be able to have a traditional
Christmas we can give thanks and have faith that, despite all
the calamity we are facing God is there for us. Emmanuel
“God with us”. What’s more is that we have a God who has
lived the earthly life we have with its joys and heart ache.
Even though toward the end of the story when it seems that
the chaos and darkness has won the day as Jesus dies on
the cross, God has actually won the victory because Jesus
rises to establish a new Kingdom. What we need to do is to
look beyond the media circus, the constant flow of negative
messages, the haters and the evil and see the light and hope
of that first Christmas traveling through time and eternity
shedding its light on us here in 2020. It’s there if you look.
Happy Christmas and may God bless you all.
Canon Richard Hancock.
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Home Watch
Another lockdown has brought into sharp
focus the need for us all to do our bit to
keep the community, and most especially
the elderly and vulnerable, safe from
the Covid-19 virus. While the news of an
eﬀective vaccine gives cause for optimism
in the longer term, it is not yet a reality
and, in the meantime, it is essential that
we maintain social distancing at all times,
wash our hands regularly and thoroughly
(ideally using hand sanitiser) and wear face
masks where they are required.
There have been a number of reports of
attempted dog theft in recent weeks. It
is really important to take precautions
to keep your pet safe. In particular, and
especially if your dog is very friendly, do
not leave it unattended outdoors where it
could be enticed away by the thieves. We
can all help by watching out for suspicious
activity or behaviour and reporting it to
the police (telephone numbers may be
found in The Downsman directory). Pets
are wonderful companions, particularly
when we are required to distance ourselves
from our friends and relatives, and we must
do our best to keep them safe from the illintentioned.
We are all hoping that we will be able to
enjoy something like a ‘normal’ Christmas
with our families and friends. Gift giving is
of course a massive part of Christmas and
everyone should take basic precautions
to keep their presents safe. For example,
when shopping it is best not to tempt
providence by leaving them in full view
in unattended cars. Equally, once they
are wrapped and under the Christmas
tree do ensure that the house is fully
secure both day and night. Also, with so
much shopping being done online at the
moment, it is a good idea to arrange for
deliveries to be left with a neighbour rather
than left on the doorstep if you are going to
be out during the delivery time slot.
Rural crime remains a real issue whether
it is poaching, hare coursing or the theft of
valuable agricultural machinery and even
livestock. Our farmers are well aware of
the problem and take every precaution to

keep themselves and their property safe,
but all of us can help by watching out for
suspicious activity when we are out and
about in the local area. And, if you see
anything that seems out of the ordinary, do
report it to the police.
Returning briefly to the surge in online
shopping, this has brought a big increase
in the number of delivery vans using our
rather narrow roads and lanes. As the days
shorten and driving conditions worsen, it is
worth taking extra care when out and about

in the car as many of the delivery drivers
are working to time schedules and tend to
motor quite quickly as they do their rounds.
Finally, let us all resolve in this season
of goodwill to help keep everyone in our
community safe by watching out for our
neighbours and helping to keep crime and
antisocial activity away.

Chalke Heating
Martin Miller: 07732460258
e-mail: martin@chalkeheating.com
Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers
Rayburn - AGA - ALFA

D. J LOGS

Quality Barn Stored Seasoned Logs
~ Discounted Double Loads
~ Single/Half Loads
~ Netted Logs
~ Kindling
~ Coal
~ Firelighters

Contact Darren or Lucy: 01725 553 167

Malcolm Lawes Logs
Dry seasoned, barn stored logs delivered.

Firewood Processor and Operator

Kindling also supplied.

available for hire if you have your

Single load 1.4 cubic metre or a smaller
load of 1 cubic metre.

own wood to process.

Please call to discuss your requirements
Tel: 01258 830575 or 07738 827 651
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Big Beynon’s Blacksmithing
Thomas B Timbrell, a historian and
professional blacksmith and cutler has
been running Big Beynon’s Blacksmithing
for nearly ten years and recently moved to
Dorset just over a year ago. Originally from
Herefordshire, Tom was studying history at
the University of Leicester when he decided
that he would like to give blacksmithing
a try. After a few evening courses he was
hooked and subsequently enrolled at
Warwickshire College once he had finished
his degree.
At Warwick College he was trained in both
traditional blacksmithing as well as the use
of more modern techniques and, while still
studying, he started his own blacksmithing
business. With his keen love of history,
he began providing blacksmithing
demonstrations at Mary Arden’s Farm in
Stratford-Upon-Avon on a small, hand
pumped bellows forge, making small items
to sell to the visitors of the farm.
From this simple set up to now working in
his own forge, Tom has now specialised
in making historic cutlery and replicas
for use in film, museum exhibitions and
experimental archaeology. Working on a
17th century hearth, he also makes more
modern items such as Japanese inspired
cooking knives or hard-working knives for
craftsmen and bushcrafters.
Of course, Tom hasn’t stopped providing
blacksmithing demonstrations either and
he travels the length and breadth of the
country with his portable forges, bringing
to life the history of blacksmiths from the
Iron Age all the way to the modern day.
At the heart of all his work is his love of
history and the desire to use traditional
methods when making his knives.
You can find out more about Tom and
what he oﬀers on his website: www.
bbblacksmithing.co.uk , or follow his
progress on Facebook: facebook.com/
bbblacksmithing or Instagram: instagram.
com/big_beynons_blacksmithing
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We Do So
Much More
Than
Tractors!

General Public Welcome
We are open Monday to Friday 08:00 - 17:00 Saturday 08:00 - 12:00. Please bring
along your mask we’re Covid Safe!
Oakes Bros Coombe Bissett depot does
much more than just tractors.
Our fully stocked store can provide you with a variety of
products, which include:
- Footwear & Clothing
- Tools & Hardware
- Batteries
- Paint & Polish
- Toys
- Oils, Grease and Adblue
- Lighting & Trailer Spares
Pop in store today to see the range for yourself.
Please quote ‘CB10’ for 10% off Toys, Clothing, Tools &
Footwear!

Oakes Bros. Ltd.
Beechfield Barn
Blandford Road
Coombe Bissett
SP5 5RL

Tel: 01722 671205
Email: Michael.Light@
OakesBros.net
Web: www.Oakes.uk.com

Oakes Bros. Ltd. is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA No.
689225)
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Kevin Knight
Horologist

Pentridge Village Hall

Clock and Watch Repairs

Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451
kevindavidknight@gmail.com

Please call 01725 516973
or email:
info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
if you would like to book
the hall or make an enquiry.

T.V. — VIDEO — DVD
Hi-Fi REPAIRS & SERVICE

IAN HARRIS
MIPRE

•
•
•

Our village hall is the
perfect venue for parties,
coffee mornings,
charity events
and much, much more!

Advice on repair of your
existing equipment
Assistance in setting up
and supply of new items
Loan sets available

www.pentridgedorset.co.uk

Pentridge

Call me, your local expert with
over thirty years experience.
Tel: 01747 870822
Mobile: 07921 194816

Village Hall

LKJ Care

&

Leah Way
NVQ 3 in care offering quality care support within
your home from day to day support to accessing
the community.
Fully Insured.
01725 552480
07840 979 180

24

designed with you in mind

The Downsman - December 2020

Focus Virtual Assistants
Do you run a local business and find that
there is never enough time in the day?

database in place, or making client follow
up calls.

Are you finding it hard to complete all those
important to do’s to keep your business
moving forwards?

Focus Virtual Assistants was set up to
specifically support sole traders and local
businesses with their adminstrative and
marketing needs.

Is the HMRC deadline looming without you
feeling ready for it?
Or wondering how to find more customers?
Then why not consider delegating some of
the routine jobs to a virtual assistant to free
up your time, so that you can use it more
profitably elsewhere.
For example, marketing your business to
help gain more clients using social media,
creating adverts & leaflets, writing and
sending newsletters, branding, as well as
website design improvement.
Or alternatively, general administration
including book-keeping and getting a client

The added benefits are that a virtual
assistant doesn’t need paying for time oﬀ
or training and can act as a flexible resource
to suit your business needs.
If you feel these services could be of
interest, or you have other business tasks
that need delegating, then please get in
touch. You can work with me on an ad-hoc
or retained basis for £30 an hour. Let’s get
started!

Need Marketing & Admin support?

Call: 07986 069543
Email: Hello@focusva.co.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
FocusVirtualAssistants

Email: hello@focusva.co.uk
Mobile: 07986 069543

My coaching model will
assist in developing your
skills and abilities, boosting
your performance and
conﬁdence in life or at work,
helping you to deal with
issues and challenges.
This should help to make
you more eﬀective in your
commitment to yourself and
your own goals.
Call Adam on 07710965017
or
email: adam.macmillanscott@hotmail.com

Contact Claire to arrange a free 30 minute initial
chat about your business.

Colin Pearce Car Repairs Ltd

Can coaching help you?

Coaching is a positive and
proven approach for helping
people explore their goals
and ambitions, and then
work towards achieving
them.

- social media posts
- advert, leaflet & newsletter design
- website design / improvement
- client contact databases
- book-keeping

4675

Trust my Garage

Unit 1, Pinewood Park Business Centre
Blandford Rd, Coombe Bissett, SP5 5RF
in conjunction with Tisbury Motors, SP36HF

We offer the following services:

Diagnostics up to Main Dealer level on most vehicles, key coding, ECU re-coding
MOT tests on Class 1,2,4 and 7 vehicles & campers
Servicing Repairs on all types of vehicles, welding aircon, types, batteries, exhausts
We can also re-map your vehicle to give you more power
Free local collection and delivery service available

Tel: 01725 519300

Mob: 07970 789836
rod@newbournecompost.co.uk
Office 01725 518673

Rod
Andy

07896 544197
07766 163203

www.newbournecompost.co.uk

Looking for a Green Waste Disposal site?
Excellent quality screened topsoil
Landscaping compost for domestic or commercial use
Delivery service for bulk bags or loose loads
25

The Downsman - December 2020

Massage
Lava Shell, Thai Hot Compress, Hot Stone, Therapeutic,
Aromatherapy, M.L.D, Healing massage, Pregnancy,
Indian Head, Back Neck & Shoulder.

Natural Healing
Reiki, Chakra Balance, Shamanic, Colour therapy,
Intuitive healing, Past Life Regression, Gong Sound
Healing.

Therapies & Remedies
NATURAL THERAPIES
THERAPIESNatural
CENTRE
NATURAL
CENTRE
Sarpenela Natural therapies centre is a haven
Reflexology, Thermo-Auricular Therapy, Bach Flower
Remedies.

Spa Body Treatments
of tranquility.
Spa Deluxe, Salt Glow, Body Wraps, Indulgence Hands &
We bring to you an extensive range of Natural
Visit
us
for
treatment, enjoy a
We offer anTherapies
extensive
range of
Feet,
Spa a
Reflexology.
and Spa Body treatments. Spend
Meditation
some time
outspa
of your
routine to let go and
day retreat
or stay with us at the
natural therapies
and
body
Regular meditations are held at Sarpenela.
relax. Let our experienced therapists advise
Farmhouse,
where
we offer you
treatments from
Hot
and treat
youStone
on many aspects of natural health
Half Day
Retreats
Indulge
in
a
Morning
or
Afternoon.
Our experienced
and
well-being.
We
tailor
our
treatments
to
suit
luxuryteam
B&B
accommodation
to
Massage to Aromatherapy, Reiki
are here to help tailor your time and treatments.
your individual needs.

Healing to Reflexology, Spa Body
Wraps to Organic Fruit Facials.

Why not
includeSarpenela
Morning Refreshments or Afternoon
complete
your
Tea. Small groups are welcome. Bridal Treats and Hen
Parties.
experience.

Reiki Healing Training

With Sarah Lownds Reiki Master/Teacher,
Founder of Sarpenela. Reiki First Degree,
vouchers
also
Reiki Second Gift
Degree,
Reiki Advanced
Degree, Reiki Master/Teacher Degree.

Farnham Farm House B&B, home to Sarpenela provides
the perfect retreat for a longer stay.

Gift Vouchers
available
Treat a friend to some special time.

information and Tariffs
01725 516942For extensive
Please see our website:

info@sarpenela.co.uk
Workshops

www.sarpenela.co.uk
• Kindred Spirits meditation
group
info@sarpenela.co.uk
www.sarpenela.co.uk
• Reiki Share group
Tel: 01725 516942
Farnham,
8DGNatural Therapies Centre
• SacredSarpenela,
Journey Shamanic
Circle Blandford, Dorset DT11
Sarpenela
Farnham Farm House – Farnham,
• Gong Baths
Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG
• Shamanic Trance Dance

Far from the madding crowd...

Farnham Farmhouse
Bed & Breakfast

John and Pat Benjafield welcome you to their
farmhouse and working farm in this beautiful,
unspoilt village of Farnham –Hardy’s Dorset.
Tel: 01725 516 254
E-mail: Info@farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
Visit: www.farnhamfarmhouse.co.uk
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Anne Reed, B.A., M.C.S.P., S.R.P.
Chartered and State Registered
Physiotherapist
Treatment for:
•
Sports Injuries
•
Spinal and Neck Pain
•
Arthritis
•
Headaches
•
Acupuncture
•
Ergonomic Advice
•
Massage

Please Call, Text or Email
Claire on: 07864 166031
beauty.calls2019@hotmail.com

Home Visits and Evening Appointments
Telephone: 01725 552518

Mobile Hair & Nails
by Andi
Hair and nails in the comfort of your
own home

Quirky headwear,
bags, purses & jewellery,
designed & made
in Woodcutts.
Browse & shop at:
www.tenandsixdesigns.co.uk
or
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
tenandsixcraft

Advertise in

The Downsman
This space £5 per issue
£25 per year
(1 issue free)

DRESSMAKING
----------xxx----------

Clothes tailored to all
shapes, sizes and
special requirements
To a chosen pattern
one-off design or
copy of an old favourite
Upcycling
Alterations, big or small
Mending
---------xxxxxxx--------01725 552620
07754208180

sarahbfradgley@gmail.com
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COVID Support

Printer Ink Pads
I recently received a message on computer/
printer ‘A printer ink pad is at the end of its
service life’
So what was all that about? The printer
now refuses to work.
I searched on ‘DuckDuckGo’ (the thinking
persons Google), and found that ink pads
are things that soak up excess ink, and are
expired by a print counter on the printer.
There were many who could provide a
replacement, ebay etc. etc. I considered a
number and chose Octoink (www.octoink.
co.uk) and sent oﬀ for replacements for my
printer, came very quickly with instructions,
video link, and rubber gloves. With some
trepidation I commenced surgery on the
printer, it was pretty straight forward, and
if you can handle a screwdriver and read
simple instructions, … it’s a breeze!
Next was to reset the printer counter, again
a link and video instructions, and it all
worked, and the printer is working ok. And
for less than £12.
Octoink are very environmentally
conscious and the pads are made of wool,
they are keen that printers are not thrown
away, or subject to expensive repair.
Interestingly, one can alternately purchase
a printer potty, which I found amusing (not
yet tried).

Adam

.....................................

Further to our update dated 2 November
2020, further guidance has now been
given on the various packages assisting
businesses throughout the next few
months.

Bounce Back Loan
From 10 November 2020, participating
lenders in the Bounce Back Loan Scheme
(BBLS) are able to oﬀer smaller businesses
across the UK a ‘top-up’ to their existing
Bounce Back Loan if they originally
borrowed less than the maximum amount
available to them.
The top-ups are only available from a
borrower’s existing BBLS lender. A borrower
can apply for a top-up that is for the lesser
of £50k or 25% of the annual turnover
the borrower certified in their original
successful BBLS application form, minus
the value of their original loan.

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme
(CJRS)
If you prepare your own payroll, 30
November 2020 is the last day you will be
able to submit/change claims for periods
ending on or before 31 October 2020.
From 1 November 2020 until 31 January
2021, employers can claim 80% of
employees’ usual salary for hours not
worked, up to a maximum of £2,500 per
month. This applies only for claims from 1
November 2020 and you should have made
a Real Time Information (RTI) submission
between 20 March 2020 and 30 October
2020, notifying payment of earnings for
you to HMRC. This may diﬀer where
you have made employees redundant,
or they stopped working for you on or
after 23 September 2020 and you have
subsequently re-employed them. The
government will review the scheme in
January 2021.
You do not need to have already had a claim
made for you before 30 October 2020 to be
eligible from 1 November 2020. Employers
are able to make a claim whether their
businesses are open or closed. You can
claim for employees who were employed
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on 30 October 2020, as long as you have
made a PAYE RTI submission to HMRC
between 20 March 2020 and 30 October
2020, notifying a payment of earnings
for that employee. This may diﬀer where
you have made employees redundant,
or they stopped working for you on or
after 23 September 2020 and you have
subsequently re-employed them. The
government will review the scheme in
January 2021.
Employees whose health has been aﬀected
by coronavirus or other conditions
Employees can be furloughed where they
are unable to work because they:
•
are shielding in line with public health
guidance (or need to stay at home with
someone who is shielding);
•
have caring responsibilities resulting
from coronavirus, including employees
that need to look after children.
The CJRS is not intended for short-term
sick absences. If, however, employers want
to furlough employees for business reasons
and they are currently oﬀ sick, they are
eligible to do so, as with other employees.
Furloughed employees who become ill,
due to coronavirus or any other cause,
must be paid at least Statutory Sick Pay
(SSP). As under the CJRS previously, it is up
to employers to decide whether to move
these employees onto SSP or to keep them
on furlough, at their furloughed rate.
The scheme is designed to help employers
whose operations have been severely
aﬀected by coronavirus to retain their
employees and protect the UK economy.
However, all employers are eligible to claim
under the scheme and the government
recognises that diﬀerent businesses will
face diﬀerent impacts from coronavirus.

Government Funding
The Future Fund provides government
loans to UK-based companies ranging
from £125,000 to £5 million, subject to at
least equal match funding from private
investors. These convertible loans may be
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...............................................................
an option for businesses that rely on equity
investment and are unable to access other
government business support programmes
because they are either pre-revenue or preprofit. The scheme is open for applications
until 31 January 2021.
Your business is eligible if:
•
it is UK-incorporated - if your business
is part of a corporate group, only the
parent company is eligible;
•
it has raised at least £250,000 in equity
investment from third-party investors
in the last 5 years;
•
none of its shares are traded on a
regulated market, multilateral trading
facility or other listing venue;
•
it was incorporated on or before 31
December 2019;
•
at least one of the following is true:
•
half or more employees are UK-based;
or
•
half or more revenues are from UK
sales.

rateable value of £15,000 or less, you may
be eligible for a cash grant of £1,334 for
each 28-day qualifying restrictions period.

For example, this could include nonessential retail, leisure, personal care,
sports facilities and hospitality businesses.
It could also include businesses that
operate primarily as an in-person venue,
but which have been forced to close those
services and provide a takeaway-only
service instead. Eligible businesses can get
one grant for each non-domestic property.
The grant will be based on the rateable
value of the property on the first full day of
restrictions.

For more details please go to the
Coronavirus updates on the Latest News
tab of our website – www.cba-services.
co.uk

If your business has a property with a
rateable value over £15,000 and less than
£51,000, you may be eligible for a cash
grant of £2,000 for each 28-day qualifying
restrictions period.

Our team is here to help you. If you would
like to receive further advice and assistance
from us, please get in touch.

If your business has a property with a
rateable value of £51,000 or above, you
may be eligible for a cash grant of £3,000
for each 28-day qualifying restrictions
period.

If you need assistance with any
accountancy or tax related matters,
please contact Catherine at CBA Services
Limited on 01258 840306 / 07895 913546 /
catherine@cba-services.co.uk

How to apply

Whilst care has been taken in preparing
this publication it is for information only.
It is not, and should not be construed as,
advice and accordingly no reliance should
be placed on the information contained
herein.

You need to apply through Dorset
Council or https://www.gov.uk/businesscoronavirus-support-finder to see what
financial support is available for your
business.

The Local Restrictions Support Grant (LRSG
(Closed) Addendum) supports businesses
that have been required to close due to the
national restrictions between 5 November
and 2 December 2020.
Businesses that were open as usual, but
were then required to close between 5
November and 2 December 2020 due
to the national restrictions imposed by
government may be eligible for LRSG
(Closed) Addendum.

December 2020

CBA

Services Limited

Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals
and Businesses

helping you work

CBA Services oﬀers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice. A bespoke
service tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost.

Individuals, Trusts and Estates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Income Tax Advice
Self-Assessment Tax Returns
Capital Gains Tax Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Child Tax Credits
Notice of Coding Issues

Businesses
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounts
Company Secretarial
VAT Returns
Payroll/PAYE
Bookkeeping
CIS (Construction Industry Scheme)

If you find you need help in dealing with the complexities of HM Revenue &
Customs and would like a free hour’s consultation, then please give us a call.
CBA Services
45 East Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7DX
Telephone: 01258 840306 / 07895 913546
Email: catherine@cba-services.co.uk
Website: www.cba-services.co.uk

If your business has a property with a
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01258 721641

Roger: 07879 453757 Ryan: 07753 458958
info@randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk
www.randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk

Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Carpentry &
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors,
Windows, Facias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Directors: Paul Maidment & Julian Carter Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road,
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel/Fax: 01258 45 45 22 Email: mandcltd@btconnect.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance
Gas, Oil & LPG
Full Heating Systems
Installed or Upgraded
Power Flushing
Boiler Replacements
Oil Tanks
Landlord Gas Safety Checks
Gas Cookers & Hobs

T: 01747 828689
M: 07974249287
Donhead St. Andrew

S WALLWORTH
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ENNY FORG
P
X
SI METALSMITHS E

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

& ENGINEERS
MADE IN ENGLAND

Metalsmiths & Engineers
07766 203 817
richard@sixpennyforge.co.uk

Call now for a free
no obligation quote

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS
Advertise in

The Downsman
Local electrician in Sixpenny Handley
Fully qualiﬁed, Insured and NICEIC
registered
Fuseboard changes, additional
sockets, safety checks, tripping
problems, all aspects covered
Free no obligation quotes
Call Nick on 07538 346481
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FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

This space £5 per issue
£25 per year
(1 issue free)

FREE QUOTATIONS
SIMON WALLWORTH
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

Law & more...
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Humphries Kirk incorporating
CATCHPOLE LAW
The Cranborne Chase office of Humphries Kirk based in Gussage St Michael, with specialist focus on:
*
*
*
*
*
*

WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING
POWERS OF ATTORNEY
PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION
VARIATIONS OF ESTATES
TRUSTS
CARE OF THE ELDERLY and more …

*
*
*
*
*
*

INHERITANCE AND CAPITAL GAINS TAX ADVICE
DEATH IN SERVICE AND PENSION TRUSTS
CHARITIES
COMMERCIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY WORK
DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW

For further details please call 01258 840507 to speak to
Michael Catchpole, Orla Laurenson and Laura Staples
Catchpole House, 7 Manor Farm Business Centre, Gussage St Michael, Dorset, BH21 5HT
Humphries Kirk is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No: 533272)

Michael Catchpole
on
MERGER NEWS
I thought you should know of my plans regarding Catchpole Law.
For the last 10 plus years, under the umbrella of Catchpole Law, I have been acting for a number of readers which has been a
pleasure and privilege for me. However, the time has come for me to hand over the reins.
I have been looking, with a critical eye, for a suitable firm with which to merge – one that will look after my clients and team as I
would like, and that has the legal expertise so to do, with a similar ethos to Catchpole Law.
I am pleased to report that I have found the very firm – Humphries Kirk, which as well as having a strong Private Client, Trust and
Property Team have expertise in Company and Commercial, Commercial Property including development sites, Commercial,
Matrimonial and Agricultural property and who are well known and respected in the South.
The two practices merged with effect from 1st November 2020. I am a Senior Consultant at Humphries Kirk for the foreseeable
future. We will continue to operate from Unit 7 (to be known as Catchpole House) following the merger date. The telephone
number will remain the same.
I am delighted to mention that Orla Laurenson who is a solicitor and part of the private client team of Humphries Kirk has joined us
working at Catchpole House. As many of you will know Orla lives at Goldfields Farm and therefore is very much a local girl.
Where you have matters with us, it will be business as usual on behalf of Humphries Kirk incorporating Catchpole Law.

We can review and take instructions over the telephone on 01258 840507
These are challenging and demanding times. Having your legal affairs on a sound footing is a sensible
precaution. Once done it will remove much of the stress and worry.
Find us on www.hklaw.uk
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Gardening
December
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January

Don’t forget the birds, make
sure there is plenty of fresh
water and food available.

- Harvest winter veg
- Protect plants from frost
- Rake leaves on grass and

- Dig in manure/fertiliser into
soil
- Decide what you want to
plant for the year ahead
- Move dormant plants to
new locations
- Continue to clear old
plants and ground

clear ponds
-Cut back annual
perennials

Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:
Close board
Chain link
Post and Rail
Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604
Mobile 07778 603 559
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Rob’s Column
In the garden I spied,
After a shower of rain,
A sight that really made me smile
Again and yet again
From a little thorny bush
Growing in sweet repose
Was a perfect little flower
A single wild pink rose.

Getting used to darker nights
Takes time as we know
But hot chocolate by the fireside
Brings an inner glow.
Books, games and puzzles
Hobbies old and new
Will keep us motivated to
Help see the winter through.

When we hit a rock on the path, we climb
It’s easy to give up, instead take the time
For the path may be bumpy and it’s easy to
just stop
But remember the best view is always from
the top.

Our landscape is a picture, euphoric to
behold,
Trees festooned in colours,
Of orange, red and gold.
Walking in the crisp fresh air.
Soon the mood uplifts,
As we embrace the magic gift of nature
bestowed upon us.

The most trying of times will come to an
end.
Sunnier skies lie ahead, you may depend.
Keeping hopeful of heart friends and family
to share
All play a part to help us get there.

Can’t wait to be beside the sea,
To walk along the shore,
Visit friends and family
When time is ours once more.
When time is ours to take for granted.
Freedom of our country ensured
Of all those dedicated people
Whose care to us provide.

Thanks to Rob

DON’T GET LEFT
OUT IN THE

COLD!

GET YOUR STOVE
FITTED THIS
WINTER
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Experience shopping in our Barn
Showroom in Sixpenny Handley
open every Friday 10am to 2pm.
Please contact for full
opening times
Frogmore Barn has a wide range
of furniture and beautiful items
for the home as well as a
selection of personal gifts
with seasonal stock changes
Follow Frogmore Design on
Facebook and Instagram
Frogmore Farmhouse,
Frogmore Lane, 6d Handley
Tel: 01725 552910
email: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk
website: www.frogmoredesign.com

Low Cost Digital TV Aerials
CRANBORNE AERIALS
•
•
•
•
•

FREE
SIGNAL TEST
FOR FREEVIEW
DIGITAL RECEPTION

Low Cost Digital Aerials supplied and fitted
Freesat supplied and installed
Extra TV Points fitted
Sky Dish alignment and re-installation
DAB Radio Aerials supplied and fitted

FREE
ESTIMATES
GIVEN

01725 517941
07876 126438

Local Family Business
Tel:
Please call Martyn
Mob:
We Are Open 7 Days a Week from 8.00am to 9.00pm

ÇǶɈȲƊǏƊȺɈǏɐǶǶٌ˛ƦȲƵƦȲȌƊƮƦƊȁƮ
is coming
ÇȯɈȌ
1,000 wƦȯȺ

FREE
Installation

From £35
per month

Communityfocused

15x faster than the UK
average broadband
speed.

Subsidised by
government rural
connectivity vouchers.

And you don’t need a
costly landline to use
our service.

From our engineers
to customer service,
we’re local to you.

“Now I have a broadband speed I could only dream of a couple of months ago.”
- Hammoon resident

See if you’re eligible by registering at:
ɩƵȺȺƵɮǞȁɈƵȲȁƵɈخƧȌǿشǞɩƊȁɈǏɐǶǶ˛ƦȲƵ
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Landscapes and
Seascapes of England,
Italy and France
by
David Walsh

All paintings to view are on
www.david-walsh.net
Exhibition at The Old School
House, Ebbesbourne Wake,
SP5 5JF
From Friday 30th October 2020
until
Wednesday 30th December 2020
Viewings by appointment: please
contact David on 07806 750748
or
david@david-walsh.net

Long View over Cranborne Chase, Dorset, Spring
Oil on Canvas
100cm x 150cm

Handley Remembers
COVID restrictions meant changes for the
Remembrance Service with just a few
people present at 11am on 8th and 11th
November. However many in the Parish
will have heard the air raid siren while they
remembered at home and the children
at school and 1st Woodcutts got involved
by painting poppy pebbles. Poppy Appeal
results and Remembrance thoughts from
Margaret Quinn on page 4.
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ANOB NEWS

Farmers in Cranborne Chase help develop new Environmental Land Management
Scheme
The new Environmental Land Management
Scheme (ELMs) which is to replace
Countryside Stewardship and the Basic
Payment Scheme, is currently being
designed through various tests around the
country, commissioned by Defra. The tests
will work with farmers and land managers
on the ground to continually feed into
national pilots, to co-design the scheme
and understand how new features of ELMs
would work in real life environments.
The National Association of Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty were chosen
to develop an ELMs test and trial called
‘Farming for the Nation’, as the twelve Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
in the UK cover several geographies and
sectors, enabling a series of objectives to
be brought together.

launched the ‘Cranborne Chase AONB
Environmental Land Management Scheme
Test’ in January 2020, with the aim to codesign Land Management Plans (LMPs) with
six selected farms within the AONB, building
on existing farm plans and incorporating
information such as soils, water, access and
historic environment etc. The LMP creation
process will look to highlight current
issues and opportunities in relation to the
Government’s 25 Year Plan objectives and
will help form the basis of agreed actions
and outcomes.
Jodie Case, research assistant at the Game
and Wildlife Conservation Trust, is the Test
Facilitator on the project.

In partnership with the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust and independent
consultants, Cranborne Chase AONB
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“Children are making
excellent progress from their
starting points. They gain
the skills they need for their
future learning
and in readiness
for school.” 

""0р 2+!&+$
3/4 yr olds
£4.25 per hour
£12.75 per session

2101+!&+$
 /"-,/1
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Noticeboard

Sixpenny Handley
Youth Club
6D Handley Village Hall
Age 10 - 16 welcome
facebook.com/6d4all
Contact Liz 01425 654467, Vicky 01725
552549, Graham 01725 516973

Happy Nappy meets every Monday in
the Village Hall
from 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Singing and Fun
for Babies and Children
...with coﬀee, tea and a chat for
adults at our friendly group...
Children 50p, Adults £1
Lucy Barr 07508 691323
Milly Bones 07525 248890

Teddy Bears
Drop-in

ҙ#2+!&+$3&))"
#,/фҌц6"/,)!0Қ

2/3 yr olds
£4.75 per hour,
£14.25 per
session

Purpose built pre-school at
Sixpenny Handley First School
with indoor/outdoor free Ɲow play areas.

Thursdays 10:30—12 noon,
in term times.
Carers and small children are
welcome for a chat, coﬀee and play
in St Mary’s Church
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