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Police  
Verwood Police Stn   01202 222222
                                   

Dementia Friend Champion Hazel Kileen 552980
Sixpenny Handley Allotment Holders Association 
Chairman John Curtis    552397
Secretary Steve Barrett    552121
Schools 
First School Handley First School   552356
Middle School Cranborne Middle School 517348
Upper School Queen Elizabeth’s  School 
  Wimborne         01202 885233
Happy Nappy Club 
  Lucy Barr   07508 691323
  Milly Bones  07525 248890 
1st Woodcutts Scout Group
Group Scout Leader John Curtis   552397
Explorers Anthony  Brown   552814    
Scout Leader Rob Easton    552038
Cub Leader Andy Young  01258 830861
Beaver Leader       Annette Toop   07973 677815
Scout Hut Bookings Pete Wilkinson 
  bookings@firstwoodcutts.org.uk
6D4all Youthclub
Liz 01425 654467       Vicky 01725 552549       Graham 01725 516973

Sixpenny Handley W.I. (Formed in 1922) 
President Mrs Bobbie Carter   552042
Secretary Mrs Margaret Jones   552358
Sixpenny Handley Mothers’ Union
Contact:   Sue Curtis      552397
Chase Community Friends
Chairman Vic Hatton  01258 841321
Secretary Rosie New                     01725 516982 
Sixpenny Handley CLT
Chairman Simon Parker
Secretary Jenny Netherton   07830 188 589

Sixpenny Handley Sports Association
Sports Pavilion Bookings      552211
Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club
President Ron Jermyn  552424
Secretary Colin Chambers    552796
Treasurer Ann Adams  552284
Handley Sports Club
Chairman & Treasurer  Mark Young    552741
Secretary & Team Div 3 Manager - Adam Day  01258 452481
Sixpenny Handley Tennis Club 
Chairman Alex Thomas   01725 516320 
Membership/Treasurer    Stephanie Chick 552557
Sixpenny Handley Cricket Club
Evening Captain David Cross    552640

Citizens’ Advice Bureau
Wimborne Branch    03442 4 1291

Police non-emergency number                                 101
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Parish Councillors Sixpenny Handley 
Chairman Cllr J Reed    516390
  Cllr D Adams    552284
  Cllr R Adams    553032
  Cllr D Chick     552557
Vice-Chair Cllr S Meaden    552715
  Cllr S McLean                              552910
  Cllr Mrs M New    552539
Pentridge Cllr C Taylor   553148
  Cllr A Turner  552735
  Cllr Gino Salvia    553076
Clerk  Ciona Nicholson   552211
Parish Office      552211
Dorset Council       Cllr Piers Brown       07511 146811
  Email:  cllrpiers.brown@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  
Member Parliament  Simon Hoare   01258 452 585
Rights of Way Liaison Officers
  Jessica/James Winby 01725 552259

The Downsman Team
Editor  Naomi Booth editor@thedownsman.org.uk
Treasurer Tony Gibb  552704 
Advertising Tarda adverts@thedownsman.org.uk
Distribution  Stuart McLean                             552910 
Churches
Church of England St. Mary’s, Sixpenny Handley 
   St. Rumbold’s, Pentridge 
   St. Andrews, Gussage St.Andrew
Vicar Revd Canon Richard Hancock, The Vicarage
   60 High Street, Sixpenny Handley 552182
Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Lourdes &
 St. Cecilia, Blandford Forum 
Priest Monsignor Francis Jamieson 01258 452051
Doctors  Drs. Morgan, Taubman & Hawdon
 Dean Lane Surgery    552500
NHS non-emergency number  111
Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Chair  Paul Styles   552544
Vice-chair  Ros Adams   553032
Treasurer  Karen Adams Karen7adams@yahoo.co.uk
Entertainment  Penny_mansergh@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings Janice Bicker   07951 056069 
Pentridge Village Hall
Chairman  Tarka King   tarkaking@gmail.com
Vice Chairman  Richard Pollen  pollen@richardpollen.com
Treasurer Colin Taylor  553148
Bookings  Graham Elford   07882 264160
Email: info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
Sixpenny Handley Homewatch
Overall Co-ordinator & Police Focal Point
  John  Curtis    552397
Co-ordinators 
Area 1 - Dean Lane Adam Ralph   552265
2 - Lower Handley David Chick  552557 
3 - Upper Handley  John Clarke  552674
4 - Deanland & N.E. Pete Wilkinson 553150
5 - West & South Simon Meaden    552715
Other Areas (These are separate Homewatch Schemes)
Pentridge Colin Taylor   552911
Woodyates Colin Taylor  552911

Directory
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The next edition will be published from
1st February 2021

Editorial

Next edition

Advertising deadline
10th January 

Payment must be made before the 
advertising deadline to be included.

Please make every effort to meet the 
deadline so that we have time for printing, 
production and distribution.

If possible please email your articles to 
editor@thedownsman.org.uk.

Our advertising offers great value. The 
Downsman is currently delivered to over 
700 households within the parish.
Email: adverts@thedownsman.org.uk for 
more details. 

Advertisement Costs
Size

Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle
Large Square

Half Page
Whole Page

Single
edition

£2.50
£5 

£10 
£25
£35
£50

Yearly
rate

 -
£25 
£50

£125
£175
£250

Size
Small Text Ad
Small Square 

Rectangle V
H

Large Square
Half Page

Whole Page

Image area*
30 words

59mm
59mm x 122mm
122mm x 59mm

122mm
186mm x 122mm
186mm x 248mm 

Advertisement Sizes

Sorry - we are unable to 
include flyers

*without frame which will be added by 
us.
If you need us to set your advert please 
add a one-off £5 fee.

Advertising

editor@thedownsman.org.uk

Directory  
To the Editor
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WI Report
Seeker
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10
15
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Health & Beauty
Gone Sailing   
Gardening  

36
28
34

c/o The Parish Office, Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5PA

Naomi Booth

More about the parish can be found at www.sixpennyhandley.info

Merry Christmas...
 
Sitting here in my kitchen looking out on St Mary’s church 
which is lit with that beautiful orangy autumnal light, I 
can say I’m not quite ready for Christmas yet... but visiting 
our local shops today I can see the Christmas chocolate 
has arrived at Nisa and the turkeys are being ordered at 
Clarkes so I’ll have to turn my mind to it soon! I can also 
see from the host of events planned in the coming month 
that there are many others in the village who have been planning for Christmas for a while 
already!

So what is coming up? First, Saturday 4th December Bowjangles and Thursday 9th 
December Ben Waters, renound musician, will be at Sixpenny Handley village hall. 
and then  for Christmas... 10th is the Christmas Fayre fundriaser for the Skatepark and 
W.I. Beacon Group Carol Service at St Mary’s, Monday 13th is the W.I. Chirstmas Party, 
Wednesday 15th Father Christmas will be coming up the High Street ending at the Tap for 
carols and Christingle, 16th is Christmas Bingo raising funds for the First School, 19th and 
20th see Carol services at all four churches in the benefice and Wednesday 22nd is the 
Crossroads Cafe Christmas coffee morning. I hope you can find something there to enjoy 
and you can find details for all these events and more for January within the Downsman!

Something new for this issue, I would like to welcome Linsey to the village, she has written 
about her free wellbeing walks and her business ‘Dorset Forset Bathing’ on page 27.

Sustainable Handley have given me a visual list, page 33, for you to cut out and keep of all 
the recycling they are currently collecting every other weekend in the porch at St Mary’s 
church. An amazing amount is gathered during each collection period which goes to show 
how much we all recognise the need for more sustainable packaging. Please ensure when 
you drop your recycling off that it is clean and sorted into the right boxes, it really does 
help Jen not to be left to sort the mess. If you aren’t sure just get in touch on Facebook.
com and search for Sustainable Handley. Did you know that you can recycle any brand of 
razor head with terracycle. Simply order an envelope from terracycle... www.gillette.co.uk/
recycle.list

And if you’d like to share Christmas joy with others less fortunate, page 18 has details for 
the Trussel Trust and CRESS’s Christmas appeals.

Hope you all have a joyful Christmas!
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To the Editor
We desperately need more volunteer 

drivers!
Chase Community Friends are a local 
charity that provides the chance for people 
to meet old friends or make new ones, 
once a month over a freshly prepared meal. 
Some of our clients need help in getting to 
our monthly meetings (second Friday in 
every month.)
We also provide ad hoc transport to the 
Doctor’s surgery, hospital and dental 
appointments and prescription collection 
where there is none other available.
In order to continue our popular service to 
the community we are in urgent need of 
new volunteers; in particular those who are 
able to assist with transport for our clients. 
If you’d like to help PLEASE give us a call 
on: 01258 841321.

Canophobia  -Fear of dogs
Living here in the heart of the stunning 
Cranborne Chase, we are very fortunate to 
have many public footpaths and rights of 
way to walk and enjoy the surroundings.
Unfortunately, my regular walks are 
becoming an ordeal for me, as I suffer from 
canophobia (fear of dogs) and an increasing 
number of dogs owner either cannot or 
will not control their animals when off the 
lead. I appreciate people do not understand 
how terrified I feel when their beloved pet 
runs toward me and jumps up, but please 
remember not everyone loves your dog as 
much as you do.

Stella Olsen 
Sixpenny Handley

I want to make an appeal on behalf of our 
hard-working doctors, nurses and all who 
work at our surgery.

It is disappointing to hear negativity and 
censure so often. Let’s give them our 
thanks, not our censure, they deserve it.

Resident

Shock & Horror
I am in disbelief to witness the scene 
of devastation along the border of the 
recreation ground to Judd’s farm, this an 
act of WANTON VANALISM, this hedge line 
has been in existence for more years than 
I care to remember, who instructed the 
contractor to rip out the hedge/tree line?   
Why was the community NOT consulted 
prior to this destruction? This hedge was 
not only a haven for wildlife and birds it’s 
also part of our heritage.

The play and skate park are now fully 
exposed to the elements that will blow 
across the open fields, not to mention 
the football pitch, is it the contractor’s 
intention to remove the full hedge line 
down to the Pavilion and along side of the 
Tennis courts?

The argument about rabbits ( burrows 
along the hedge line) digging holes in the 
football pitch has been around for as long 
as the pitch itself.

I am aware that this hedge is the 
responsibility of the Parish Council, 
did they investigate the possibility of 
coppicing? Or even trimming the areas to 
tidy up its appearance, I understand from 
the comments on Facebook etc, that the 
community could have been made aware 
of this issue if they had attended Parish 
Council meetings,  really! there are many 
people who do not wish to be in close 
proximity with others during this pandemic, 
so jugging by the volume of concerns raised 
by many in this village it is obvious that 
consultation with the community should 
have taken place before the removal of 
the trees and hedges , after all we have the 
Downsman which I have no doubt  could 
add a further 20/30 pages of complaints 
regarding this issue.

Colin Chambers

Please see the response from the Parish 
Council on page 10.

The removed hedge  

Wednesday 15th
4:15pm - 9pm

Christmas Carols with a visit from 
Father Christmas

Wed- 4.30 - 7.00
Thurs- 4.30 - 7.00

Fri- 4.00 – 8.00
Sat- 2.00 - 8.00

Come and join us at The Penny 
Tap for a pint or two in the 
re-modelled  Sports Pavilion     

@ Sixpenny Handley 

Take out Service Available
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Downsman Noticeboard
If your group is staging an event or needs help, use this free space to tell everyone!

Noticeboard

Open when the Parish Office is open 
and on these dates:

Thu 2nd December          3—4.15pm
Thu 16th December          3-- 4.15pm
Thu  6th January 2022    3—4.15pm
Thu 20th January             3--  4.15pm

OUR PARISH 
LIBRARY

Xmas Bingo 
at Sixpenny Handley Village Hall.

Thursday 16th December
Doors open 19:00
Eyes down 19:30

Organised by the Friends Association 
in aid of Sixpenny Handley First 

school.
Free mince pies and mulled wine/soft 

drink on arrival.

6dH  
Film Society

2nd Friday of every  
month 8pm

St Mary’s Church

10th December
White Christmas 

 
14th January 
Game Night

See more page 19

Sat 4th Dec
BOWJANGLES: 

‘DRACULA IN SPACE’
Time: 7.30 pm 

(doors open at 7.00 pm), 
Prices: £10 (adult), £6 (under 18s), 

£25 (family)

Tickets: online via  
https://artsreach.co.uk/event/

dracula-in-space#instances/  
 

or via Clarkes the butcher

CROSSROADS 
CAFÉ 

 PARISH OFFICE EVERY 
WEDNESDAY MORNING  

FROM 10.30 AM 

Wed- 4.30 - 7.00
Thurs- 4.30 - 7.00

Fri- 4.00 – 8.00
Sat- 2.00 - 8.00

Come and join us at The Penny 
Tap for a pint or two in the 
re-modelled  Sports Pavilion     

@ Sixpenny Handley 

Take out Service Available

Christmas Carols 
with a visit from Father 

Christmas 15th Dec
Tap open 4:15pm - 9pm
Father Christmas comes up the High 
Street about 6pm followed by carols 

and Christingles
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

SIXPENNY HANDLEY VILLAGE HALL 
11th DEC 1PM - 5PM

SKATE PARK FUNDRAISER

CAKES, 
GIFTS

JEWELLERY 
& MORE

ALL
WELCOME

Join a regular       
Walk for Wellbeing 
   
Sociable Nature Walks  
in Shaftesbury   
Starting 7th January 2022   
Running every 1st & 3rd Friday of 
the Month           
10:00 -11:30  
 
Free and open to all  
 
Email Lindsey 
dorsetforestbathing@gmail.com
More details page 27

CROSSROAD CAFÉ
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

2021
Join us for our special coffee 

morning and
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

 In the Parish Office on 
 Wednesday the 22nd of December

10.30 am

For, coffee tea, cake, mince pies, 
nibbles

Everybody   Welcome
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Sixpenny Handley
Open 7am - 8pm daily

Visit us in store for:
Coal
Logs
Bakery
Free to use ATM

Full and part-
time jobs
available

A P P L Y  I N  S T O R E
N O W
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WANTED TO RENT OR SWAP
2 bed property with private garden for 

single lady and two dogs.   
(Ground floor flat considered.

OR SWAP

2 bed ground floor flat, communal 
garden, in Alderholt.

Tel: 01425 653942  
(Please leave a message)

I’ve been contemplating writing this  article 
since all the furore over the Recreation 
Ground hedge being coppiced to enable 
it to re grow and provide an environment 
which will support much in  time to come, 
but I would just appreciate my point of 
view being put across having lived here for 
some  45 years and Aubrey born here as 
was his father before him.

The changes over the years have been 
good, bad and some downright ugly.  Like 
it or not change is inevitable, management 
of our countryside an art, and the practices 
of yester year lost but thankfully making a 
comeback with the acknowledgement that 
sometimes the old ways are the best

The hedge which some went to town 
about, would have died and was dying 
without the necessary management all 
things living need to survive, it was choked 
with bramble, old mans beard and ivy with  
banks being full of rabbits! Much the same 
behind the pavilion, the Green shed and 
the hedge opposite the bowls club, the 
cricket field banks, the new hedge planted 
by saddlers which should have been done 
years ago. The cared for and managed 
grass areas,  cutting of footpaths to make 
walking easier and so on.

I personally have watched our home 
being radically altered due to the massive 
recreation ground development, land 
shifted by the hundreds of tons, 500yr old 
hedges ripped out to open up space for 
the cricket ground, roots of the Poplar 

gouged out to  widen the access lane, 
,make a car park and soak away(still the 
damed tree lives on). A village hall which is 
virtually in our garden and built on raised 
ground making the drop still visible today 
…. We built our wall( ground level V hall 
side..10ft high on our side) to afford some 
privacy and noise reduction with the septic 
tank meters from our bedroom. So what 
was once a sweeping view of a green an 
pleasant land, was lost to what it is today.

I hated this massive change for all it did 
spoiling the  enjoyment of our home, now 
surrounded by public access,  car parks and 
land made higher than our roof. It was even 
suggested I could move if I didn’t like it.

I have got very used to the changes and 
welcome the facilities our community have 
at its disposal albeit a selected few(but 
hopefully more to come).. Some 27 years 
late this PC has acknowledged the need 
to revisit how to manage, improve and 
make our Rec a thriving place for all, with 
their combined  knowledge and access to 
resources a plan was made to take care of 
the whole area.

I have watched all the new homes and mini 
estates of which there are a few,  being built 
again hedges ripped out,  tarmac laid on 
what were relatively wild places  . Many of 
those who expressed dismay  live in those 
new homes which required trees, scrub and 
again hedges to be removed, with  many 
natural areas gone under tarmac and brick. 
Ponds that enabled surface water to drain 
into, built on and more tarmac making 
more surface water with nowhere to go.

I am part of this current parish council and 
was proud to be voted in. We work as a 
team arguing along the way differing on 
what should and should not be done, we 
give our time voluntarily and actually do 
our best. As Andy has clarified the long 
term plan for the recreation ground,,  I will 
leave that for everyone to chew over but 
and it is a big but, if everything was left to 
rewilding   as a way forward all that would 
happen over time would be a choked up 
mess of the strongest plants, animals and 
birds.. 

So do I want a countryside that is managed 
and healthy…yes indeed I do and am 
grateful for those on the parish council and 
others who do way above their remit,  our 
community would be a much poorer place 
without their good will.  Wait till the roads 
are snowed in who do we call on then ?. 
Do I want dead, dying, unhealthy neglected 
areas such as some of the allotments 
and much of the natural spaces round 
our parish….no I do not but  if we all 
come together and join in meetings 
to hear exactly what the PC have legal 
responsibilities for,  maybe some would 
realise it is quite a task and you can actually 
have your say and be part of the decision 
making.

It is not  always possible to get things 
done at the right time, right place with the 
right people or even make people aware 
of the intended.  I trust in others whose 
knowledge is far greater than mine but I for 
one believe the countryside both flora and 
fauna, has to be managed otherwise it will 
surely die and become a scrub, pest ridden 
pit.
 
I wish not to cause offence or say I am right 
but the outcry of ‘why’ ‘how dreadful’ was 
a sad reflection of the way the world is 
turning. Ask questions, come to meetings, 
have your say but please understand we all 
as Parish Councillors are there voluntarily, 
most have full time demanding jobs and 
families but all have the best interest of this 
Parish at heart,  otherwise they wouldn’t be 
Councillors.

Finally last but certainly not least  Ciona,  
your  parish clerk who really does have 
the most mammoth of jobs and again how  
lucky are we to have yet another person 
who does way above her remit for our 
Parish, someone who  is always welcoming 
and helpful and holds most answers to 
most questions, or will find answers if she 
possibly can.

(The above are my thoughts and words and 
not of any one else including the parish 
council.)

Maureen New

To the Editor
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Sixpenny Handley Village Hall

Sixpenny Handley 
Village Hall

Our newly refurbished village hall is the perfect venue for:

Weddings, Parties, Music Events,  
Theatre Productions, Band Practise, Baby 
Groups, Fitness Classes / Yoga, Corporate 

Events and much more!

Call Janice on 07951 056069 or  
email: 6dhandleyhall@gmail.com

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall. Charity number: 276132.  Common Road, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NJ, Dorset, England

Thank you to all of you who came along to 
the BSO On Your Doorstep concert on 29 
October – we hope you enjoyed it as much 
as we did. Wasn’t it brilliant to see our 
fabulous village hall full again (in a socially 
distanced kind of way of course!) and to 
hear some wonderful live music too!

Our next Artsreach event is something a bit 
different brought to us by acclaimed string 
quartet, Bowjangles. They will provide 
a wonderful mixture of music, theatre 
and comedy described by Dillie Keane of 
Fascinating Aïda as “funny, genius, utterly 
inspired.”  

Bowjangles
‘Dracula In Space’

 Date: Saturday 4 December 2021
Venue: Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Time: 7.30 pm (doors open at 7.00 pm).  
Tickets: online via https://artsreach.co.uk/
event/dracula-in-space#instances/ or via 
Clarkes the butcher
Prices: £10 (adult), £6 (under 18s), £25 
(family)
Full bar and snacks available
Enquiries: penny_mansergh@hotmail.
co.uk

Forget everything you think you know 
about string quartets; Bowjangles is 
an irreverent, anarchic group of genre 
spanners, bringing music, theatre and 
comedy together in a way you’ve never 
seen before; they dance whilst they play, 

they sing whilst they play, they leap, 
tumble, juggle and joke whilst they play!

In this brand new show brought to us by 
Artsreach, the intrepid foursome blast 
off into outer space to meet a mysterious 
benefactor, whose proposition seems a 
little too good to be true. But what happens 
when their lead violinist starts to act a little 
strangely?

The award winning, internationally 
acclaimed quartet – who seem to have 
taken ‘hands’ face, space’ a little too 
literally - proudly present their new sci-fi 
horror musical comedy Dracula in Space.  
WARNING: Contains scenes of graphic 
violins.

For more information about Bowjangles 
see: http://www.bowjangles.org/

And There’s More To Come From 
Artsreach In 2022, Including:

The Keeper’s Daughter
‘The Time Machine’

Date: Friday 11 February 2022
Venue: Sixpenny Handley Village Hall 
Time: Show: 7.30 – 8.30 pm (doors open at 
7.00 pm).  
Tickets: further details to follow.
Suitable for age 7+

An eccentric victorian inventor travels 
into the planet’s distant future, where 
he discovers an idyllic garden-earth 
and quickly bonds with the peaceful 
inhabitants. But when, in the still of 
night, his Time Machine disappears the 
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traveller is forced to confront the true fate 
of humanity’s future and must overcome a 
subterranean horror in a desperate escape 
back to his own time. Utilising spoken 
word, puppetry and a fully working Time 
Machine, The Keeper’s Daughter transform 
HG Well’s classic victorian sci-fi into a neon-
electro adventure for the entire family.

Fideri Fidera

‘Oskar’s Amazing Adventures’
Date: Tuesday 22 February 2022
Venue: 1st Woodcutts Scout Hut 
Time: Show: 3.00 – 3.45 pm (doors open at 
2.30 pm) followed by meet the puppets and 
arts & crafts workshop: 4.00 – 4.30 pm  
Tickets: further details to follow.

Fun-loving puppy Oskar leaves his 
snowbound little house on top of the 
mountain to try to find a friendly animal to 
play with. But where are all the animals? 
And why does Oskar have to wait till spring 
to play his favourite game again? Award-
winning Theatre Fideri Fidera’s original 
play for young children uses a rich mix of 
storytelling, puppetry and music to tell the 
tale of a puppy’s search for friendship in 
in the wilderness of the Alps. An original, 
heart-warming and entertaining play for 
young children and their families, full of 
good humour, adventure, music and song 
from this acclaimed Anglo-Swiss company.

Flamenco Dancing Lessons
Don’t forget, if you fancy having a go at 

something a little 
different, Gitta is 
running weekly 
flamenco dancing 
lessons every Thursday 
from 7.30 – 9.00 pm. No 
need to book, just come 

along and have a go. Everyone is welcome. 
A small donation of £3 towards the cost of 
hiring the hall will be all it costs you.  
For more information, see the Sixpenny 
Handley Village Hall Facebook page or 
contact Gitta at: gitta.cooper@btinternet.
com.

Keeping You Safe At Village Hall Events 
This Winter

In addition to the rigorous cleaning and 
sanitising regime we already have in place 
at the village hall (thank you Julie) we will, 
where possible be following Artsreach’s 
guidance on attending live indoor events 
this winter. This currently includes:
• encouraging audiences and volunteers 

to continue to wear masks when 
moving around the venue. Please note 
that this is not mandatory and is at 
your discretion.

• having hand sanitiser available at 
various points around the village hall. 

• limiting the number of attendees at 
our events to ensure some distancing 
is possible, so please do buy your 
tickets early to avoid disappointment.

• keeping doors and windows open to 
increase ventilation (so you might like 
to bring a few extra layers just in case 
it’s a chilly evening!)

• asking audiences to remain conscious 
of social distancing whilst in the village 
hall, especially at pinch points like the 
bar and toilet areas.

Obviously, if you or anyone in your 
household are experiencing any COVID 
symptoms we would ask you not to attend 
the event.

If you have any ideas for bands, comedians 
or any other type of theatrical performers 
that you’d like to see in our village hall then 
please do let us know.  Contact Penny at 
penny_mansergh@hotmail.co.uk.  Please 
follow Sixpenny Handley Village Hall on 
Facebook to keep up to date with all the 
exciting things we are planning.

Sixpenny Sessions – Back With A Bang!
What a way to re-start our live music 
sessions after an enforced break of nearly 
2 years! The fabulously talented and 
entertaining blues pianist Ben Waters 
has added Sixpenny Handley to his tour 

of village halls this December. He will be 
coming to our village hall on Thursday 9 
December 2021. Doors open at 7.30 pm, 
music from 8.00 pm.  

Ben has played with many acts over the 
years including Ronnie Wood, The Rolling 
Stones, The ABC&D of Boogie Woogie, 
Sir Ray Davies, Dave Gilmore, Dave 
Stewart, Jools Holland, Chuck Berry, Mick 
Hucknall, Rod Stewart, Johnny Depp, Amy 
MacDonald, PJ Harvey, Shakin’ Stevens, 
Chris Jagger to name but a few. He is 
currently working with the amazing Ronnie 
Wood and they have released a live album 
called “Mad Lad” which has won much 
critical acclaim.
 
He has composed hundreds of songs and 
been involved with lots of writing with 
friends. He has been featured on TV and 
Radio all over the world, with the album 
‘Boogie for Stu” topping the blues charts 
worldwide.

“Ben has played sell-out shows at Sydney 
Opera House, The Royal Albert Hall and 
some of the largest festivals in the world” 
says Penny from Sixpenny Sessions, “so 
how lucky are we that he is now coming to 
play an intimate gig in Sixpenny Handley! 
We are really thrilled to be back with a 
bang!”

Tickets cost £14 and are available online 
ONLY at: www.benwaters.com/gigs. We 
recommend that you get your ticket soon 
to avoid disappointment as at least one 
of the other village halls has already out 
and we are likely to do so too. Hot food 
will be available to buy on the night and 
there will be the usual fully stocked bar. All 
profits from the evening will go towards 
the Sixpenny Handley Community Fund, 
supporting good causes in the local 
community.

Other Sixpenny Session Dates For 2022:
Don’t forget to put the mighty Phil Beer 
in your shiny new 2022 diary – Saturday 4 
March – more details to follow in the next 
issue.
For further information about Sixpenny 
Sessions, please see our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/6Dacoustic.live.
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Clerk’s Corner
Unit 6, Town Farm Workshops, Sixpenny Handley. SP5 5PA

Email: Parishclerk@sixpennyhandleyandpentridge-pc.gov.uk 
Clerk to the Council (Ciona Nicholson) 01725 552211

07907 445951
Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council
www.sixpennyhandleyandpentridge-pc.gov.uk

Opening Hours: 
10.00am – 12 noon Tue 
7.00pm – 7.30pm Thu
 8.30am – 10.00am Fr

For Parish Council 
information visit:

www.sixpennyhandleyandpentridge-pc.gov.uk

Parish News

The Parish Office
Unit 6 Town Farm 

Workshops
is available to HIRE

Come and take a look when we are open 
on Tuesday mornings

 or Thursday evenings or arrange a visit 
with Ciona.

£10 per session
Book in with Ciona on 

01725 552211 or 01725 553040

Ciona Nicholson
Clerk

Sixpenny Handley & Pentridge Parish 
Council.

01725 552211
07907 445951

Penny Llama And Alpaca 
Rescue

Organic Poop for sale. No need 
to rot down, can be used straight 

away, low in phosphorus.  
20 bags plus free local delivery. 

£1.20 per bag.

Tel: (01725) 552061

Concern about the cutting back of the 
recreation ground hedge has been raised.

Parish Council make every effort to ensure 
what is done will benefit the community as 
a whole and recognise a key part of this is 
communications. Hopefully you will have 
seen the detailed response if not please use 
the following link – PC Website News item - 
https://sixpennyhandleyandpentridge-pc.
gov.uk/Contents/ContentItems/4d9gnaxb1t
x3tzz5f0yjsp0zwr

A key initiative that has been 
established from this is having a robust 
communications policy in place. This is to 
ensure timely and meaningful information 
is made available to the Parish via word 
of mouth, the parish notice board,  The 
Downsman Magazine and on line via the 
Parish Council website and if appropriate 
Facebook and NextDoor applications. We 
were tardy in getting the information out 
to everyone, this mainly was due to the 
availability of qualified contractors who 
could complete the work. It was reported 
that work was being carried out in the 
future, albeit without the detail, in the May 
Council Meeting minutes. Parish Councillors 
were aware that work was being carried 
out on a portion of the hedge, which  has 
not been managed for over 25 years. You 
only have to look at the hedge next to the 
Church yard to see the difference. 

The Parish Council only confirmed this year 
that the hedge is their responsibility. As a 
result of this and knowing that people had 
been injured on the playing fields and the 
proximity to the power line this was the 
first hedgerow to be worked upon. We only 
confirmed the contractor could do the work 
a few days before, and on inspecting this 
section of the hedge it was realised that it 
needed to be drastically cut back, we had 
already applied for over 400 native shrubs 
to use as part of filling any gaps, clearly this 
is now going to focus on this portion. The 
reason it had to be cut back was that the 
bushes had become trees and were either 
the wrong species or too far apart to be laid. 
This was agreed by 3 qualified people and 

subsequently verified by both the adjoining 
landowner and anther hedge laying 
specialist within the village. It is drastic but 
given there is going to a fence erected to 
protect the ground, the 400 native bushes 
being planted with further transplanting 
of bushes adjacent to the area it will return 
to establish a proper hedgerow which will 
continue to be managed and capable of 
being there for 40+ years which is the norm 
for a hedgerow. 

Yes, there has been an impact on nature, 
but, it is at a time of year where the 
bushes were dying back and is within an 
area abundant with bushes and fruit for 
wildlife. The rabbits will relocate to a more 
dense habitat and will therefore not be the 
liability we as a parish have been dealing 
with for some years, we have had to pay 
out from insurance due to the rabbit holes 
so it is not just a cosmetic issue, it impacts 
peoples lives and costs money to address. 

Having the trees removed also means the 
danger of causing issues with the overhead 
powerlines is also removed, they were 
also meant to be maintained as bushes 
and so had gone beyond the practical 
use within the hedge. The hedge has also 
grown nearly four times the width of what 
should be there and so we now have the 
opportunity to plant wild flowers along 
the top of the bank and grass along the 
bottom to allow space for spectators to sit, 
this will be extended around the cricket 
pitch as well in future years. There will be 
no further cutting this year and the next 
section of hedgerow has species that lend 
themselves to hedge laying and are much 
closer together, that work is planned for 
Autumn 2022 and with the new comms 
strategy set up everyone will be informed 
ahead of time. 

Once again apologies for the ‘shock’ of 
what has happened but hopefully you can 
see was done by professionals and to the 
right level to ensure we have an effective, 
natural and manageable hedgerow for the 
future.
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THE CROWN INN, ALVEDISTON, SP5 5JY
The Crown Inn,a homely village pub serving fine local ales, ciders & good traditional food

Open Tuesday - Saturday 12pm - 2.30pm & 6pm - 11pm, Sunday 12pm - 4pm
Sunday Roasts served 12pm - 3pm from 3rd October (Bookings preferable but not always 

neccessary). We have a large carpark and are dog-friendly.
Quiz Night 7.30pm 3rd Wednesday of every month - prizes and free refreshments 

- everybody welcome. Our Vintage & Various Room is open during pub 
opening hours (other times by request) and is full of antiques, curios, collectibles and 
arts and crafts  including woodcarvings by local craftsperson Danielle Horne,  cards by 

C. Wigfield Photography and handmade greetings cards by www.zencuddles.co.uk. 
Come and have a browse and perhaps find that special Christmas present. 

Tel: 01722 780203 www.thecrownalvediston.co.uk

Sharon Carter

Bookkeeping Services
 

Friendly, professional, qualified 
bookkeeper to help keep you and 

your business on track. 

Contact Sharon on 07766 746724 or 
E-mail: Shaz.cart42@gmail.com 

• Day to day bookkeeping
• VAT Returns
• Construction Industry Scheme
• Payroll

On the 10th October, 2021 I took part in 
The Bournemouth Half Marathon, I ran for 
the charity Julia’s House, a charity that 
provides practical and emotional support 
for families caring for a child with a life 
limiting or life threatening conditions… 
I would like to say a huge thank you to 
every single one of you that donated to my 
page, either online or on the sponsorship 
form in Clarke’s Butchers we raised a total 
amount of £565, I surpassed my target of 
£500, it was truly overwhelming to me to 
have so much support from you all, your 
money was gratefully received by Julia’s 
House, the work they do is just wonderful, 
so thank you all for your generosity, I am 
forever grateful to live in such a wonderful 
community… 

Thank you also to my oldest friend Sarah 
Jones for all of your support in my training 
and for taking me and my boys down to 
the event and thankfully taking us home 
again, seeing my boys at the finish line was 
the best feeling….as this is the Christmas 
edition I would also like to  Wish you all a 
happy Christmas and a happy and peaceful 
2022

Lucy’s Half Marathon

Christmas Opening Hours
Christmas Eve, Friday December 24th 2021

open 6pm - 9pm (for food)
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and will reopen on

Wednesday 29th December (Steak Night) 6pm to 9pm for food.
Open New Year’s Eve, Friday 31st December 2021 from 6pm 

to 9pm for food.
The Bar will be open until midnight.

Then we will be closed until Mid February.

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)
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Simply delicious homemade  
cakes & bakes all made  
fresh to order!

Email: sarahssweettreats2020@gmail.com

etsy.com/uk/shop/SarahsSweetestTreats

facebook.com/rushmorecottage

Chocolate Brownies or Salted Caramel 
Chocolate Brownies 9 for £12 or 18 for £22
Millionaires Shortbread 6 for £9 or 12 for £18
Plain, fruit or cheese scones 6 for £9 or 12 for £18
Mixed Box: 9 x Chocolate Brownies 
& 6 x Millionaires Shortbread £20
Tea Loaf, Carrot Cake, Blackberry & Apple 
Cake or Lemon Drizzle Cake £12

Pentridge 
Village Hall

www.pentridgedorset.co.uk

Pentridge Village Hall

Our village hall is the 
perfect venue for parties, 

coffee mornings,
charity events 

and much, much more!

Please call 01725 516973 
or email: 

info@pentridgedorset.co.uk
if you would like to book

the hall or make an enquiry.

Happy Nappy meets term time every 
Monday in  the Village Hall 

from 10am - 11:30am

Toys, Singing and Fun 
for Babies and Children 

...with coffee, tea and a chat for 
adults at our friendly group...

£1.50 for adults, £1 for children 
(under 6 months free)

Lucy Barr 07508 691323
Milly Bones 07525 248890

Mag-
nifi-
cafe’

Thursdays
9am - 12pm

Fresh Coffee,
Tea, 
Hot Chocolate, 
Muffins, 
Tea Cakes 
& Snacks

St Mary’s 
Church

including

Teddy Bears
Toddler Group

Thurs- 
days
9am - 
12pm

St
Mary’s
Church

CROSSROADS CAFÉ
COFFEE MORNINGS IN THE PARISH 

OFFICE EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING 
FROM 10.30 AM 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE, TEA  AND 
MEETING UP  AND CHATTING WITH 

FRIENDS.
EVERYBODY WELCOME

Noticeboard
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Friday 3rd and 17th December
7.30-9pm
Just £1 entry - Tuck shop available
Email: 6d4all@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/6d4all

Sixpenny Handley Village Hall
Sports & Activities for 10-18 year olds

Do you remember the amazing 
performance by Sky Brown at the 
Summer Olympics?  At the age of 13, Sky 
represented Great Britain in Skateboarding, 
received a Bronze Medal for her efforts. Well 
wouldn’t it be just amazing to say the same 
about a future athlete being from Sixpenny 
Handley, dare to dream.

It can become a reality if the newly formed 
6DH Skateboard Project gets enough 
support. Yes we have a skate park in the 
Recreation Ground, but its not really 
what our current and future batch of 
skateboarders need. Charlotte Gilson’s 
son is one of these skateboarders, mum 
listened and has set off on raising funds and 
pulling people together to help make this 
a reality.

Back in October Charlotte, myself and a 
group of young people interested in the 
project happening met in the Parish Office. 
This was to see how we can raise the 
funds, garner support and initiate a rebuild 
project in order to make the dream real. 
We have support from the Parish Council, 
in that they would be willing to support 
the update to the skate park if the need is 
there. We have a supplier able to provide 
the necessary infrastructure in Maverick 
Skate parks. They are a local company who 
have built a range of skate park designs 
across the country. The latest being a very 
popular park being at Wimborne, which has 
seen great use by local Skateboarders.

Everyone had plenty of fund raising ideas, 
the first being the Christmas Fete, silent 
disco, sponsored sleep over plus many 
more. The Christmas Fete is at the Village 
hall on 11th December, please come along 
and help start the road to success. 

There will be many more fundraiser events 
but we are really working to find much 
needed grant opportunities as well. To that 
end we need help in running this project, 
especially if you have experience of grant 
applications, finance or running projects. 
We are planning to meet monthly to keep 
this moving and will have young people 
within the team to ensure we focus on what 

6DH Skatepark Project Making a Difference for Our Community

they need. There will also be a questionnaire to everyone in the community to ensure 
we recognise and take on everyone’s’ concerns on board. Please contact Chair Person, 
Charlotte Gilson (07464 884533) or Secretary, Andy Turner (07427 119468) if you would like 
to join us in finding the next Sky Brown!
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Our Parish Library
Our library will be open again when the 

Parish Office is open and on these dates:
  First and Third Thursday of the month at 

these times
Thursday   2nd  December          3—4.15pm
Thursday   16th  December          3-- 4.15pm
Thursday   6th January 2022    3—4.15pm
Thursday   20th January             3--  4.15pm

We appreciate all your donations, but  
unfortunately, due to lack of space,  at the 
moment we cannot accept Non Fiction, or 

Hardback Books.

Hope to see you there
Bea

CROSSROAD CAFÉ
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 2021

Join us for our special coffee 
morning and

CHRISTMAS    RAFFLE

In the Parish Office on 
Wednesday the 22nd of December

             
For, coffee tea, cake, mince pies, 

nibbles
Everybody   Welcome
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 30th NOVEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE - Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 5pm,  
Sunday 10am - 5.30pm. Open on 27th, 28th, 29th & 30th December 10am - 5pm.    

www.cranbornegardencentre.co.uk   Cranborne Dorset BH21 5PP   01725 517248 

CHRISTMAS EMPORIUM - beautiful decorations for your home, tree & table.  
Interesting gifts & stocking fillers including many locally/UK made products.   

Eco-friendly crackers, cards & wrap, festive foodie treats
 

CRANBORNE ESTATE CHRISTMAS TREES - from 26th November

CAFÉ - enjoy breakfast, lunch, homemade cakes & festive treats. Fully licenced

WI News and  Information
NATIONAL  FEDERATION

OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES

We are all beginning to feel that life is 
slowly returning to normal, since the 
start of the pandemic. Our second regular 
meeting on Monday 11th October was 
well attended. The speaker was Richard 
Southam, a specialist chiropractor, who 
gave an interesting insight into his field 
of practice, he explained the importance 
of the mind in diagnosis and subsequent 
success of his patients treatment. The 
flower of the month competition was won 
by Katrina Parnell with a Dahlia.

On Thursday 21st October Vice president 
Jan Gibb and Stella Olsen attended the 
D.F.W.I. Annual Meeting at the Lighthouse, 
Poole. Following the welcome to guests 
W.I. banners were paraded, with at least 
fourty from accross the county being 
displayed. The conference ran smoothly, 
with excellent speakers this year. During 
the morning session Dr Annie Gray a food 
historian, gave her talk mainly concerning 
the life and times of Georgiana Landemare, 

born in 1882 she went into serve aged 14 
and ended her long career as a cook and 
friend to Sir Winston and Lady Churchill. 
The afternoon speaker was Amanda Owen 
“the Yorkshire Shepherdess“ of television 
and radio fame, who entertained the 
audience in her own inimitable style, 
describing the seasonal challenges of life 
on her remote sheep farm, with husband 
Clive and their nine children. The meeting 
closed on time after a most enjoyable day. 
Thursday 26th October, eight Sixpenny 
Handley members attended the autumn 
Beacon group meeting at Childe Oakford. 
The speaker for the afternoon was Alan 
Jones whose subject was entitled “Look 
into my Eyes“ the history and mystery of 
hypnosis, he gave an entertaining and 
informative talk on the many facets of 
hypnosis, including medical treatments 
in the past and help with addictions and 
phobias today. The afternoon ended with a 
raffle and tea including an array of mouth 
watering cakes.

The November monthly meeting on 
Monday 8th had slightly fewer attendees 
as a number of members were unable to 
come. The speaker for this evening was 
Sarah Delves and antiques specialist and 
lecturer, her speciality being “handbags - a 
Historical Journey” . she gave a fascinating 
talk on purses, reticules and bags from 
medieval times to present day designer 
bags, and brought along a selection from 
her own collection for us to view. A report 
on the D.F.W.I meeting was given by Stella 
Olsen. This was followed by a light supper 
of delicious soup (Pumpkin, Leek & Potato, 
home made by President Bobbie Carter) 
with copious amounts of crusty bread and 
butter, which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. The flower of the month competition 
was won by Stella Symes with a Fuchsia. 

Future events: Beacon Group Carol Service, 
St Mary’s Sixpenny Handley 10th Dec, 2pm. 
Monday 13th December - Chirstmas party 
including carol singing and buffet supper. 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. 
Contact Mrs Margret Jones - 552358 
or visit http://dorset.thewi.org.uk
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1st Woodcutts News
www.firstwoodcutts.org.uk

Age 6-8
Tue & Wed 5 to 6pm
Annette Toop
07973 677815

Age 8-10½
Mon & Wed
Andy Young (Akela)
01258 830861

Age 10½-14
Mon & Tue
Rob Easton
01725 552038

Age 14-18
Thursday 7 to 9pm
Anthony Brown 
01725 552814

Group Scout Leader
John Curtis
01725 552397

  sttucdooW ts1

Such a busy two months at 1st 
Woodcutts

Firstly a huge thank you to all those of you 
who came and brought your friends and 
families to our Fireworks Spectacular. With 
so many others cancelled we knew this 
would be a bumper year, but the numbers 
even exceeded our expectations and we 
raised an astounding £18,000. Many thanks 
to Steve and Lee Judd for their generosity 
in letting us use their field also to thank 
our event sponsors . The money raised 
goes firstly to fund the years’ running and 
maintenance of the HQ  and will go towards 
camps and activities for the group. Our 
huge thanks to the 70+ volunteers who 
gave up parts of their weekend to help with 
the set-up, food, fireworks and cleardown 
– without you this would not have been 
possible.

In October the Scouts prepared and took 
part in their night hike. The weather was 
amazing as were the 33 Scouts who took 
part. Leaving the Scout HQ at 8:30pm 
they walked a 17km loop back to the HQ 
where they slept for the rest of the night, 
rising from 6am to the smell of the camp 
favourite, Easton Mess! Great work Scouts!

On the first day of Half Term the Cubs and 
Scouts held a trip to Monkey World. The 
Cubs have been working towards their 
Animal Carer activity badge and used the 
day to find out about the habitats of the 
monkeys and apes and the threats they 
face in the wild. The keepers gave us an 
informative talk, we took time watching 
the monkeys and then we let our Cub and 
Scout monkeys loose on the giant play 
equipment before coming home.

Last week all sections were involved in 
preparing for Remembrance Sunday. 
Beavers made poppy crosses and 
completed detailed colouring sheets, Cubs 
brought in family stories to share and 
made felt poppies and Scouts were given 
a master class in ironing and folding their 
neckers.

Boots off time for bed Our monkeys having fun
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Skip John Curtis also invested over 80 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts during the week 
including two very special Beavers, John’s 
grandchildren – a very proud moment.

On Sunday 132 members of 1st Woodcutts 
turned out to parade from Town Farm 
Workshop to St Mary’s where the act of 
Remembrance took place outside. The 
whole leadership team is immensely 
proud of them for their turn out and their 
involvement. 

Photos by Hugh Anderson

Chase Community Friends “CCF” 

Urgent Appeal for Help 

 

We desperately need more volunteer drivers! 
We are a local charity that provides the chance for people to meet old friends or 
make new ones, once a month over a freshly prepared meal. Some of our clients 

need help in getting to our monthly meetings (second Friday in every month.) 

We also provide ad hoc transport to the Doctor’s surgery, hospital and dental      
appointments and prescription collection where there is none other available. 

In order to continue our popular service to the community we are in urgent need 
of new volunteers; in particular those who are able to assist with transport for our 

clients. If you’d like to help PLEASE give us a call on: 01258 841321. 

Chase Community 
Friends

Meet & Munch

Our Monthly meetings are held on the 2nd 
Friday of each month at Sixpenny Handley 
Village Hall. 11am to 2pm - £5 per person.

The date of December meetings may vary 
so please check if in doubt. The day 

includes: Coffee or tea and biscuits, Quiz
3 course freshly cooked meal, 
Entertainment, Transport can be arranged 
if necessary.
To enquire or book please call: 01258 
841321
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CRESS Christmas Giving Ideas
Giving joy to South Sudanese traumatised child refugees this Christmas

and a meal for our CRESS family...

The children we support with CATT 
(Children’s Accelerated Trauma Therapy)
really do have nothing. They are refugees 
whose families travelled with the bare 
essentials to Uganda and have found 
there a safer environment, but also 
unemployment and difficulties with small 
food rations and dispersed families.
The children who are supported through 
our CATT programme are recommended
through the Mothers’ Union, church and 
family networks. Many will just have one 
meal a day of beans or maize.

This Christmas we would love to share joy 
with them by giving them a football,
skipping rope or equivalent. We would also 

like to fund a Christmas meal for our CRESS
family in Uganda as we have in previous 
years. 

£10 donation enables us to give a football,
skipping rope or similar small toy to them 
and support our CRESS family Christmas 
Meal.
Complete the form cressuk.org/donate
with your Gift Aid and donation details.
or pay by BACS or cheque and call us for a 
Gift Aid form.
BACS - Account No: 71407090
Sort Code: 40-12-18
Reference: TOY-[YOUR-NAME]
CRESS, Knighton Manor, Broadchalke, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 5EB  
CHARITY NUMBER 1141343  - cressuk.org

Trussell Trust

Donations of food items (not fresh) are 
regularly delivered to the Trussell Trust 
in Salisbury throughout the year from 
Sixpenny Handley. This is a very important 
local charity that seeks to support those 
families in greatest need. 

If you are able to contribute any items, 
please leave them in the basket at the back 
of St Mary’s Church, they will be gratefully 
received! Alternatively, call 01725-552720 
and they can be collected from you. 

From now up to Christmas they will also 
be needing Christmas food (chocolate, 
Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes , 
mince pies etc).

For an up-to-date list of items currently 
required, please go to:  

https://salisbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-
help/donate-food/

We are short of

 (URGENT) long life fruit juice    
RICE 500g
Small bottles of squash    
UHT Milk
Dried Milk
Rice pudding/Custard
Mash potato
sponge pudding
Packet pudding, angel delight
instant mashed potatoes
Chocolate bars
Tinned potatoes
Tinned fruit
Shaving Foam
Shampoo
Razors
Women’s Deodorant
Men’s deodorants 
 
Christmas food also wanted on the lead up 
to Christmas!

list updated on 17th November 2021

We’ve got plenty of

•     Pasta(no more pasta please)
•     Cereal)
•     pasta sauce
•     tinned soup
•     beans
•     Tinned fish
•     tinned meat
•     Pulses

Win a Car
The Stars Appeal, Salisbury District 
Hospital’s charity, is offering you the chance 
to WIN a brand new car in their Christmas 
Raffle. The top prize, worth over £11,000, 
is a brand new Kia Picanto, supplied by 
F.J. Chalke of Mere. Money raised will help 
towards the £1million the Stars Appeal 

You can buy tickets ONLINE at www.
starsappeal.org   
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The church magazine 
for St Mary the Virgin, 
Sixpenny Handley
with Gussage St Andrew 
and St Rumbold’s, 
Pentridge

6dH  Film  Society

2nd Friday of every Month at 8pm
St Mary’s Church

Our Christingles are on TAP this year!
Join us for “Carols at the Club” on Wednesday 15th December at              6:30pm.

With plenty of space to spread out outside the Pavillion,
we’re looking forward to bringing the community
together for our great family event.

This is in place of our usual Christingle service, but don’t
worry – those  sweet-spiked orange candle holders will
make it a special occasion for all. Please bring a torch.

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER
White Christmas

FRIDAY 14TH JANUARY
Game Night [15]

Are you a film bu� or would just like a 
good night out? Then come and join the 
new 6dH film Soc. St Mary’s church has all 
the equipment and licenses to show films 
on our large drop-down screen. Doors 
open at 7:30pm.

We hope this will become a regular fun 
feature of village life. The Soc will work on 
a donation’s basis of £5 per adult and 
£2.50 for children. Refreshments will be 
available, but people can bring their own 
alcoholic beverages and a small corkage 
and glass fee will be charged. All funds 
will go towards St Mary’s though we will 
also have special charity nights for other 
local organisations. You might also want 
to bring a cushion!
Please note showings will be dependent on 
COVID regulations at the time which can change. 
We ask people with any symptoms not to attend

#6 2021handleychurch.org.ukhandleychurch.org.ukhandleychurch.org.ukhandleychurch.org.uk

The Seeker – Page 1

including
Toddler Group

Teddy Bears
THURSDAYS   9am–12pm

St Mary’s

Fresh Coffee,
Tea, 

Hot Chocolate, 

Muffins, & Snacks 
Tea Cakes, 
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As 2021 draws to a close many of us 
will be thinking of what 2022 will 
have in store for us. The roaring 
twenties haven’t got o� to the start 
many of us imagined or hoped for. 
The COVID Pandemic has controlled 
our lives in ways that we couldn’t 
have conceived three years ago.

However, life and human resilience 
always amazes me at its ability to 
adapt even in the most di�icult of 
circumstances. I write this article on 
Armistice Day which is a sombre 
reminder of both the worst and best 
of humanity. This remembering over 
the years has helped us learn that it’s 
not victory we celebrate but human 
courage, dignity, and compassion. It 
also helps us to understand that evil 
is ever present in our world and to 
recognise it when we see it 
particularly when peoples are 
oppressed because of colour, creed, 
or sexuality. In similar words St Paul 
reminds us “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Galatians 3:28. We are all quite 
simply God’s children and more than 

anything he wishes us to live in peace 
and harmony.

In a few weeks we will celebrate that 
great festival of peace and hope. As 
the Angels sang on Christmas Day 
and as we will in our carol singing “All 
glory in the highest, Peace on earth, 
goodwill to men, Glory in the highest.” 
The nativity is a reminder to us that 
God does things di�erently. The 
creator of the universe who flung 
stars into space doesn’t come in 
might and power but as a helpless 
babe to a family of refuges fleeing 
persecution by a despot king and 
occupying forces. The life of Jesus is 
a model for us all on how to live. 
Jesus enjoyed life and celebrated it 
with his friends. His first miracle was 
turning 120 gallons of water into 
wine! He enjoyed being with people 
from all walks of life and 
backgrounds. He taught love 
compassion and mercy, wept at the 
death or his friends and for what he 
could see society was becoming. 
Then when faced with persecution 
and death he did not revile or 
threaten by prayed and loved. It was 

DIARY OF A COUNTRY PARSON

FS   Family Service HC   Holy Communion MW   Morning Worship Inf Informal Worship# No service Breakfast Church

this way of living that defeated the 
powers of evil when he burst from 
the tomb on the first Easter morning.

Many of us might not consider 
ourselves religious or churchy 
people. We may also feel that 
organised religion in its many forms 
has a lot to answer, I do too. 
However, many of us acknowledge a 
spiritual dimension to life and of all 
the world’s greatest teachers it’s hard 
to argue with the teaching of Jesus. 
“Love one another as I have love 
you” or “do unto others as you would 
have done to yourself” If we try to 
live our lives following this simple 
but powerful teaching, we will 
become better people and build 
better communities.

I have no idea what 2022 will bring 
but I know it will probably be a mix of 
good and bad. What I need to do is 
ensure I’m engaging in the good and 
when faced with the bad I look to the 
example of the child of Bethlehem.

Peace and Good Will to you all
Canon Richard Hancock

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR SERVICES — Handley with Tollard Royal Group

Sun 5th Dec
Advent 2 

Sat 11th Dec

10:00 am FS
6:00 pm HC

10:00 am FS
6:00 pm HC

9:20 am
10:00 am Inf

10:00 am HC

10:00 am HCSun 9th Jan 10:30 am MW

10:00 am HC

10:00 am HC

10:30 am TBC  HC 10:00 am FS11:15 am HC Join with St Mary’s

6:00 pm
Carol Service

4:00 pm [TBC]
Carol Service

6:00 pm
Carol Service

6:00 pm HC

6:00 pm
Carol Service

6:30 pm HC

11:15 am HC

11:15 am HC

9:00 am HC

9:00 am HC

9:00 am  Matins 6:00 pm
Evensong

9:00 am HC

11:15 am
Advent Service

11:15 am HC

6:30 pm
Christingle

6:00 pm – Carols
by CandlelightTBC

9:00 am
BCP Matins

9:00 am
Matins

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#10:30 am — FS
Christingle

10:30 am — FS

Sun 12th Dec
Advent 3  

Sun 19th Dec
Advent 4  

Sun 2nd Jan
Plough Sunday

Sun 16th Jan
Epiphany 2 

Sun 23rd Jan
Epiphany 3 

Mon 20th Dec 

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

HandleyDate Pentridge Gussage Tollard Royal Farnham Chettle

The Seeker – Page 2 www.handleychurch.org.uk
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Malcolm Lawes Logs
Dry seasoned, barn stored logs delivered. 

Kindling also supplied.

Single  load 1.4 cubic metre or a smaller 
load of 1 cubic metre.

Firewood Processor and Operator 

available for hire if you have your 

own wood to process.

Please call to discuss your requirements

Tel: 01258 830575  or  07738 827 651

D. J. LOGS
Quality Barn Stored Seasoned Logs

        

Contact Darren or Lucy: 01725 553 167

 ~ Discounted Double Loads
 ~ Single/Half Loads
 ~ Netted Logs
 ~ Kindling
 ~ Coal
 ~ Firelighters  

       Chalke Heating 
Martin Miller: 07732460258

e-mail:  martin@chalkeheating.com

Independent AGA and Rayburn service engineer
Service oil fired boilers and cookers

Rayburn - AGA - ALFA
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Cleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Cleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland
and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Cleaning windows in Sixpenny Handley  
and the surrounding area for over 10 years
Reliable, friendly & professional serviceCleaning windows in Whitechurch, Stickland

and surrounding areas for over 10 years

Reliable, friendly & professional service

Please call Joe for a quote 07796 447014
or Email: joe@windowbright.co.uk

Cricket
Following a meeting at the Pavilion on 
the 19th October 2021 we can update the 
situation regarding Sixpenny Handley 
Cricket Club and facilities. After the 
commitment shown by the Parish Council 
and the Cricket Club to replace the artificial 
wicket. It has been agreed to slowly get the 
club up and going again. With this in mind 
it is planned to organise 4 friendly matches 
next year, to be played on Sundays in May, 
June, July and August (avoiding Bank 
Holiday weekends if possible). These will 
hopefully be against local village clubs with 
whom we have had a long history.

In addition, we will be exploring ways 
to make better use of the facilities such 
as supporting the school and hiring out 
to other teams. This will include getting 
plans to keep the facilities maintained and 
replacing any equipment that is outdated. 
We will also ensure we have appropriate 
equipment for all ages.

To make a success of the club it is still 
necessary to get more people involved. 
We would welcome anybody who has an 
interest in cricket. Male or female, young or 
old. Who knows, perhaps we have the next 
Ben Stokes or Heather Knight in the village.
A further meeting will be held in February 
2022 by which time we hope to have 
confirmed dates for the fixtures. We can 
then look forward to getting a team playing 
again over next summer.

Please keep looking in the Downsman for 
updates and contact the cricket club if you 
would like to become more involved.
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STRUCTURES 
 Garden furniture  
 Bespoke timber 

structures 
 Composting toilets 

 
WOODLAND PRODUCTS  
 Bean poles & pea sticks 
 Dorset hurdles 
 Sussex gate hurdles 
 Coppice materials  
 Woven hazel fencing  
 Firewood 
 Hedge laying  
 
 

 
EDUCATION / LEARNING  
 Bushcraft parties 
 Forest school sessions  
 Walks & talks 
 Green woodworking  
 
Call Anthony on  
01725 552814, 07920031314 
 

www.conygarcoppice.com
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SELF STORAGE FACILITY
Safe, secure & convenient

units for domestic or business use

All sizes available
On the A354 near Sixpenny Handley 

Phone David 07971 869372 
or Steph 07748 925810

Or email:  
info@dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk 

www.dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk
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Olivia McCarthy  |  Professional Dog Groomer 
Blackberry Cottage, 3 Littlefield Lane, Sixpenny Handley, SP5 5NP

M: 07584656901  E: blackberrydoggrooming@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: blackberry.doggrooming

DOG GROOMING

 FULL GROOM   PUPPY PACKAGES   BATH & BLOWDRY

 HAND STRIPPING   NAIL TRIMMING   TIDY UP
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It is the time of year when we can take 
stock of how we fared through the rigours 
and restrictions of the pandemic and take 
comfort in the fact we survived all the 
limitations and had a successful year. By 
the time this edition of The Downsman is 
published we will have enjoyed our annual 
Presentation Lunch at Hanlegas where 
we recognised the achievements of those 
players who entered our internal cup 
competitions. 

This years winners were Men’s Singles:- 
Paul Chalmers with Colin Chambers 
Runner up. The President’s Cup was won 
by Kevin Johnson whilst Gordon Beckley 
was runner up. The Ladies Singles had two 
Stella’s in the final. Stella Olsen taking the 
trophy with Stella Symes runner up. Alan 
Elliot and Paul Chalmers were the winners 
of the Mixed Pairs while Gordon Beckley 
and Brian Staplehurst were worthy runners 
up. We are now at the stage where we can 
start organising some social events for 

Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club

the winter months. The first one will be a 
Christmas party and quiz this being the first 
time our social members will have been 
able to participate in club activities since 
the start of the pandemic. 

I wish all club members and Downsman 
readers a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 
and healthy New Year.

Ron Jermyn
President

The organisers of the Berwick St John 
Country Fayre presented £31,204.27 at a 
special presentation afternoon on Sunday 
(7th November) at Berwick St John Village 
Hall.

The colossal sum is the result of a special 
one day country fayre called the Berwick 
Bash, which took place in September, 
attracting thousands of people. The event 
featured the now famous traditional 
tea tent, the Fayre Inn, exhibits of 
vintage tractors, cars and commercial 
vehicles, full size and miniature steam 
engines, stationary engines, heavy 
horses and cart rides, as well as displays 
and demonstrations of rural crafts and 
collections, trailer rides, live music, and 
fairground rides. 

Berwick St John 
County Fayre present 

over £31,000 to the 
Stars Appeal
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LKJ Care
Leah Way

NVQ 3 in care offering quality care support within 
your home from day to day support to accessing 

the community.

Fully Insured.

01725 552480
07840 979 180

Kevin Knight
Horologist

Clock and Watch Repairs

Tel: 01722 331969
Mob: 07900 928451

kevindavidknight@gmail.com

Need Marketing & Admin support?
- social media posts
- advert, leaflet & newsletter design

- client contact databases
- book-keeping

- website design / improvement

Email: hello@focusva.co.uk 
Mobile: 07986 069543 
Contact Claire to arrange a free 30 minute initial 
chat about your business.

CBA Services
As I sit here working, out of the window 
Autumn has arrived.  Just around the 
corner it will be Christmas!

Following the Autumn Budget on 27 
October 2021, here are a few points that 
may be of interest.  

National Living Wage increases
The National Living Wage will increase to 
£9.50 per hour (previously £8.91) from 1 
April 2022.

The full changes to the National Minimum 
Wage rates from 1 April 2022 are as follows:

• The 21 to 22 year-old rate will be £9.18 
per hour.

• The 18 to 20 year-old rate will be £6.83 
per hour.

• The 16 to 17 year-old rate will be £4.81 
per hour.

• The apprentice rate will be £4.81 per 
hour.

Lifetime Allowance for pension pots
From April 2021 to April 2026 the pensions 
lifetime allowance will remain frozen at 
£1,073,100.  This relates to your personal 
pension valuation
More time to pay Capital Gains Tax (CGT)

The Capital Gains Tax (CGT) reporting and 
payment date for UK residents that sell a 
residential property changed with effect 
from 6 April 2020. This change meant that 
any CGT due on the sale of a residential 
property needed to be reported and a 
payment on account of any CGT due made 
within 30 days of the completion of the 
transaction.

In the Autumn Budget, the Chancellor 
announced that the deadline for making 
CGT returns and associated payments on 
account would be changed from 30 days 
after completion to 60 days with immediate 
effect (from 27 October 2021).

In practice, this change only applies to the 
sale of any residential property that does 
not qualify for Private Residence Relief 
(PRR). The PRR relief applies to qualifying 
residential property used wholly as a main 
family residence. 
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Services Limited
helping you work

CBA Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals
and Businesses

CBA Services offers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice.  A bespoke 
service tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost.

•	 Income Tax Advice
•	 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
•	 Capital Gains Tax Planning
•	 Inheritance Tax Planning
•	 Child Tax Credits
•	 Notice of Coding Issues

•	 Accounts
•	 Company Secretarial
•	 VAT Returns
•	 Payroll/PAYE
•	 Bookkeeping
•	 CIS (Construction Industry Scheme)

Individuals, Trusts and Estates Businesses

If	you	find	you	need	help	in	dealing	with	the	complexities	of	HM	Revenue	&	
Customs	and	would	like	a	free	hour’s	consultation,	then	please	give	us	a	call.

CBA Services
45 East Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7DX
Telephone: 01258 840306  /  07895 913546
Email:		catherine@cba-services.co.uk
Website:		www.cba-services.co.uk

• Income Tax Advice 
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns 
• Capital Gains Tax Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Child Tax Credits 
• Notice of Coding Issues 

 

Tax and Accountancy help for Individuals 
and Businesses 

CBA Services 
Unit 3d, Manor Farm Business Centre 
Gussage St Michael, Wimborne, Dorset  BH21 5HT 
Telephone: 01258 840306  /  07895 913546 
Email:  cchapman.cba@gmail.com 
Website:  www.cba-services.co.uk 

If you find you need help in dealing with the complexities of HM Revenue & Customs and would like a 
free hour’s consultation, then please give us a call. 

Individuals, Trusts and Estates Businesses  

• Accounts 
• Company Secretarial 
• VAT Returns 
• Payroll/PAYE 
• Bookkeeping 
• CIS (Construction Industry Scheme) 

 

CBA Services offers friendly Tax and Accountancy advice.  A bespoke service 
tailored to each client’s needs at a realistic cost. 

CBA Services December 2021
HMRC has listed the following types of 
property sales that are affected:
• a property that you have not used as 

your main home;
• a holiday home;
• a property which you let out for 

people to live in;
• a property that you’ve inherited and 

have not used as your main home.

There can be penalties and interest if any 
CGT due on the sale of a UK property is not 
paid within the stated 60-day time limit. 
Relevant disposals that completed before 
27 October 2021 remain subject to the 30-
day deadline.

Corporation Tax
No change in Corporation Tax rates until 
April 2023.  For the financial year beginning 
1 April 2022, the rate will remain at 19%.

As announced earlier this year, from 1 April 
2023 there will be two rates of CT.

• Taxable profits up £50,000 will 
continue to be taxed at 19%

• Taxable profits more than £250,000 
will be taxed at 25%

• Profits between £50,000 and £250,000 
will be subject to a marginal tapering 
relief. This would be reduced for the 
number of associated companies and 
for short accounting periods.

Universal Credits
To compensate for the recent withdrawal 
of the £20 a week UC payment, the 
Government is to decrease the amount 
it reduces UC payments when a claimant 
works more hours. 

Presently, for every £1 earned UC payments 
decrease by 63p.  From 1 December 2021 
at the latest, this will be lowered to 55p for 
every £1 earned.

Duties and Miscellaneous taxes 
• Tobacco Duty will be increased by 

agreed rates above the Retail Prices 
Index (RPI) from 6pm on 27 October 
2021.

• Alcohol duty rates will be frozen.
• Landfill Tax will increase in line with 

RPI increases. The increase will be 

effective from April 2022.
• Aggregates Levy – the Government will 

freeze the Levy rates in 2022-23. 
• Gaming Duty will increase in line with 

RPI changes. The increase will be 
effective from April 2022.

• Vehicle excise duty (VED) rates for cars, 
vans and motorcycles will increase in 
line with RPI changes. Change will be 
effective from April 2022.

• VED rates for HGVs. The Government 
will continue to freeze HGV VED for 
2022-23. It will also suspend the HGV 
Levy for a further year from 1 August 
2022.

• Fuel Duty rates for 2022-23 will remain 
frozen.

• Air Passenger Duty rates for flights 
within the UK will be reduced from 
April 2023 when new bandings are 
introduced. Rates for short and long-
haul flights will increase in line with 
the RPI and a new ultra-long-haul 
band will be introduced.

Just a reminder that Making Tax Digital for 
Income Tax Self-Assessment (MTDITSA) has 
been delayed until April 2024; Partnerships 
until April 2025 and Making Tax Digital for 
Corporation Tax until April 2026.

MTDITSA will apply to the self-employed 
and individuals with rental income.

Look out in the next edition for further 
information, or give Catherine a call 
and she will be happy to go through this 
you in greater detail. The latest updated 
accountancy news can now be found on 
our website via a live feed.  Go to www.
cba-services.co.uk for more information. 
Our team is here to help you. If you would 
like to receive further advice and assistance 
from us, please get in touch.

Whilst care has been taken in preparing 
this publication it is for information only.  
It is not, and should not be construed as 

advice and accordingly no reliance should 
be placed on the information contained 

herein.
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NATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRENATURAL     THERAPIES CENTRE

We offer an extensive range of
natural therapies and spa body
treatments from Hot Stone
Massage to Aromatherapy, Reiki
Healing to Reflexology, Spa Body
Wraps to Organic Fruit Facials.

Visit us for a treatment, enjoy a
day retreat or stay with us at the
Farmhouse, where we offer you
luxury B&B accommodation to
complete your Sarpenela
experience.

01725 516942
info@sarpenela.co.uk
www.sarpenela.co.uk

Sarpenela, Farnham, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

Gift vouchers also available

Sarpenela Natural therapies centre is a haven 
of tranquility.
We bring to you an extensive range of Natural 
Therapies and Spa Body treatments. Spend 
some time out of your routine to let go and 
relax. Let our experienced therapists advise 
and treat you on many aspects of natural health 
and well-being. We tailor our treatments to suit 
your individual needs.

Reiki Healing Training
With Sarah Lownds Reiki Master/Teacher, 
Founder of Sarpenela. Reiki First Degree, 
Reiki Second Degree, Reiki Advanced 
Degree, Reiki Master/Teacher Degree.

Workshops
• Kindred Spirits meditation group
• Reiki Share group
• Sacred Journey Shamanic Circle
• Gong Baths
• Shamanic Trance Dance

Massage 
Lava Shell, Thai Hot Compress, Hot Stone, Therapeutic, 
Aromatherapy, M.L.D, Healing massage, Pregnancy, 
Indian Head, Back Neck & Shoulder.

Natural Healing 
Reiki, Chakra Balance, Shamanic, Colour therapy,  
Intuitive healing, Past Life Regression, Gong Sound 
Healing.

Natural Therapies & Remedies 
Reflexology, Thermo-Auricular Therapy, Bach Flower 
Remedies.

Spa Body Treatments 
Spa Deluxe, Salt Glow, Body Wraps, Indulgence Hands & 
Feet, Spa Reflexology.

Meditation 
Regular meditations are held at Sarpenela.

Half Day Retreats 
Indulge in a Morning or Afternoon. Our experienced 
team are here to help tailor your time and treatments. 
Why not include Morning Refreshments or Afternoon 
Tea. Small groups are welcome. Bridal Treats and Hen 
Parties.
Farnham Farm House B&B, home to Sarpenela provides 
the perfect retreat for a longer stay.

Gift Vouchers 
Treat a friend to some special time.

For extensive information and Tariffs
Please see our website:

www.sarpenela.co.uk
info@sarpenela.co.uk 

Tel: 01725 516942
Sarpenela Natural Therapies Centre

Farnham Farm House – Farnham,
Blandford, Dorset DT11 8DG

Mobile Hair & Nails 
by Andi

Hair and nails in the comfort of your 
own home

AONB Update
Become a Dark Sky Custodian

We are looking for new Dark Sky Custodians 
to join our next round of free training 
sessions! These will commence from the 
end of November.

As part of our Chase & Chalke Landscape 
Partnership Scheme we’re looking for 
people to get involved in our Starry, Starry 
Nights Project. You’ll help others learn 
about planets and constellations, and 
raise awareness of the beauty of the night 
sky, including the amazing benefits dark 
skies bring to wellbeing, wildlife and the 
environment.

Practical Conservation Volunteers 
Join us for our first training session! Things 
will kick off at 7.30pm, Tuesday 30th 
November.

We are in need of enthusiastic and hard-
working volunteers to undertake rewarding 
practical conservation tasks across the 
Chase & Chalke area each Wednesday.

If you enjoy being outdoors and getting 
stuck in, join our Ranger Roland and 
help managing the vegetation at Martin 
Down. You’ll also be working with our 
Partner Rangers from Natural England and 
Hampshire County Council.

• Managing the vegetation to improve 
grazing as part of our Greater Grazing 
Project

• Planting trees as part of our Wonderful 
Woodlands Project

• Helping to erect new stiles as part of 
our Ancient Ways Project

Email rolandhughes@cranbornechase.org.
uk and get involved today!

Call for Artist in Residence Goes Live
We are now looking to engage a 
Community Artist for the six months of 
January to June 2022.We are seeking 
expressions of interest from artists working 
in visual arts/mixed media to work with 
local community groups and develop their 
own work for exhibition, and to become 
part of artistic legacy of Cranborne Chase. 
charlottemoreton@cranbornechase.org.uk

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)
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Health & Beauty

When was the last time you lay down in the 
woods, or sat beside a tree for no reason 
other than to enjoy the moment? Whether 
this sounds like the most natural thing 
in the world to you, or would make you 
feel a bit uncomfortable, you’d actually 
be doing yourself a favour; scientific 
research shows us that spending time 
quietly in nature is extremely beneficial 
to us. Not only improving our wellbeing 
emotionally, by helping reduce stress and 
boosting mood, but actually improving our 
physical health too. It has been found that 
the Japanese practice of forest bathing 
(simply immersing yourself in the forest 
environment and using your senses to 
tune into your surroundings) can improve 
everything from poor sleep to boosting 
your immune system and lowering risk of 
heart disease.
“wherever there are trees we are healthier 
and happier” writes Dr Qing Li, the 
Japanese medical doctor is the world’s 
foremost expert in forest medicine and 

Dip your toes into Forest Bathing…

immunology, and his books highlight 
simple ways we can improve our health by 
connecting to nature.

Most of us recognise that time spent quietly 
in nature can be good for us, but we may 
be unlikely to do it regularly without having 
someone to invite or encourage us. When 
we put the time aside to do so, the results 
can be rewarding. This morning a lady on 
my walk had a very profound experience 
when watching an autumn leaf slowly fall 
all the way to the ground; she admitted she 
didn’t think she had ever done so before. 
When we slow down we notice things that 
would so often be missed on a fast walk, or 
if we are chatting, walking a dog or listening 
to music.

In 2020 I set up Dorset Forest Bathing, and 
I now run nature connection events across 
the county, trained as an International 
Forest Therapy Guide. My background in 
conservation means I have a deep love of 

wildlife and like to bring this aspect into 
my walks. Essentially I want those who 
come along to care about and value our 
wild places whether for the intrinsic benefit 
of nature or for their own wellbeing. You 
can find out what I’m up to by following 
Dorset Forest Bathing on social media, 
or having a look at my upcoming events 
on social media – I’d love to welcome you 
along on a walk! But I’d also like to take 
the opportunity to tell you about a series 
of regular walks I will be starting up in the 
new year in Shaftesbury. Every first and 
third Friday morning of the month we will 
meet for a wellbeing walk, focused on 
slowing down and enjoying nature. These 
walks are totally free, open to anyone 
and particularly suitable for older people, 
carers, those with dementia or people who 
have experienced the effects of Covid-19. 
You can find out more or book a place by 
contacting me at doresetforestbathing@
gmail.com

Join a regular
Walk for Wellbeing   

Sociable Nature Walks in Shaftesbury
Starting 7th January 2022

Running every 1st & 3rd Friday of the Month       
10:00 -11:30

 Free and open to all

This walk is particularly suitable for older 
adults, people living  with long term health 

conditions including dementia, peoplein 
caring roles or people that have been 

affected by Covid-19. Thanks to funding 
Stepping into Nature project through  the 

National Lottery Community Fund. 

 Email Lindsey on  
dorsetforestbathing@gmail.com to show 

your  interest and book.
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Gone Sailing
Trinity House

‘Trinity House is a charity dedicated to 
safeguarding shipping and seafarers, 

providing education, support and 
welfare to the seafaring community with 
a statutory duty as a General Lighthouse 
Authority to deliver a reliable, efficient 

and cost-effective aids to navigation 
service for the benefit and safety of all 

mariners.
The Corporation of Trinity House was 
incorporated by Royal Charter in 1514 to 
regulate pilotage on the River Thames and 
provide for aged mariners.
With a mandate that has expanded 
considerably since then, we are today the 
UK’s largest-endowed maritime charity, 
the General Lighthouse Authority (GLA) 
for England, Wales, the Channel Islands 
and Gibraltar and a fraternity of men and 
women selected from across the nation’s 
maritime sector.

Our long-standing familiarity with 
the channels, hazards, currents and 
markings of our coastline also qualify 
us to inspect and audit over 11,000 local 
aids to navigation, license Deep Sea Pilots 
and provide Elder Brethren as Nautical 
Assessors to the Admiralty Court.
Per annum the charity donates around £4m 
to the charities we support. These include 
the provision of cadet training schemes, 
welfare provision for retired mariners and 
educational programmes teaching safety at 
sea skills.’

Near the entrance to Cowes is a pontoon 
‘Trinity Landing’ opened by HRH The 
Princess Royal, Master of the Corporation 
of Trinity House. One may moor there by 
confirming with Cowes Harbour Master on 
ch69 callsign HM1, and paying a fee. They 
have you on CCTV so be warned! https://
www.trinityhouse.co.uk/about-us .

Ships that Pass in the Night  
(or as in our case, just after lunch)

Wind and tide suggested a passage 
South of The Island towards Freshwater 
Bay, now becoming a favourite spot, 

quiet and most pleasant, sometimes the 
water is so clear you can see the bottom 
at 6m. The return had us hoisting Big 
Blue, our large cruising chute, for the 
reach along cliffs below Tennison Down 
towards Needles. Approaching Needles 
we noticed a traditional sailing vessel 
closing the Needles from West. Rounding 
the Needles, Cruising Chute was handed, 
and the colourful lightweight kite was 
hoisted, for a run down Needles Channel. 
We overtook SV Irene (two masts, gaff 
rig, 4 jibs) just before Hurst Narrows, and 
decided to pass windward of her, avoiding 
her wind shadow, and maybe collapsing 
the spinnaker. Photos were taken by us, 
and them, email addresses exchanged, as 
we drew close alongside, and later photos 
were exchanged. They arrived at Dan 
Bran pontoon a while after us, and it was 
interesting to see how the skipper moored 
such a vessel, and a chance to chat with 
skipper and crew. SV Irene is available for 
charter, and looks very comfortable. http://
www.ireness.com/ . Photos show Ayers & 
Graces under spinnaker, and SV Irene.

LTSC
LTSC has been selected by RYA  as one of 
the top ten sailing clubs in UK, so join now 
and avoid the rush! Photo shows logo.
Ahh!  Summers end, and now into cold 
weather sailing gear, but some lovely days 
on the water in Winter, sunny and fresh, 
soup with lunch, and the cabin heater on! 
See you on the water, I am the one with 
woolley hat, neck warmer, and ski mittens 
(actually so is everyone else!)

Adam
Yachting Correspondent for  

Sixpenny Handley
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Private Chapel Monumental Mason

Telephone Handley 01725 552496 or 07766 039557
Park Cottage, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, SP5 5NJ

RICHARD ADLEM MBE

practising as

HANDLEY FUNERALS

renee.spurgeon@minstermemorials.co.uk

ALSO MEMORIAL 
MAINTENANCE, 
CLEANING AND 

RENOVATION

MINSTER STONE
MEMORIALS

WIMBORNE  01202 883224
www.minstermemorials.co.uk

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
Old Rd, Pye Corner, Wimborne, BH21 1EJ

(next to The Green Man pub)
Visit our website to view our brochures, 

or call or email us

Katrina	Horn
Soft furnishings

 
Professional handmade soft 

furnishings
20	years’	experience

Beautifully made curtains, pelmets, 
Roman blinds, soft furnishings and 

accessories.	
Friendly and reliable measuring 

and	fitting	service.
Telephone: 01722 780742

Email:	kathorn68@yahoo.com

designed with you in mind

&

Frogmore Barn in Sixpenny Handley has a wide variety of 
painted and pine furniture and beautiful items for the home 

as well as a wide selection of personal gifts. The Barn is 
available every day simply by calling Jacquie before your 

arrival.  
Frogmore Farmhouse, Frogmore Lane,  Sixpenny Handley 

Tel: 01725 552910  or E-Mail: frogmoredesign@tiscali.co.uk   
             See our Website at:     www.frogmoredesign.com

sales@minstermemorials.co.uk

Chris Simpson 
Dog Walking and Pet Care

Covering Sixpenny Handley and surrounding areas

Call: 07783 326542
simpsonsdogwalking@gmail.com

Dog walking and home boarding.
Home visits for cats, dogs and other animals.

Experienced and reliable.  Fully insured, 
DBS checked and first aid trained.
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DON’T GET LEFT
OUT IN THE 

COLD!
GET YOUR STOVE

FITTED THIS 
WINTER
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Maidment & Carter Ltd.
Building Contractors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Insurance Work
UPVC Doors, 
Windows, Fascias Etc
Fitted Bedrooms
Quick Response
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Carpentry & 
Joinery
Brickwork
Stonework
Plumbing
Electrical
Decoration
Roofing
Drainage

All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken - Extension & Renovation Specialists
For your peace of mind, we only employ the services of time quality tradesmen

IN-HOUSE DESIGN & BUILD SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILDS, FROM PLANNING THROUGH TO COMPLETION
Director: Paul Maidment Unit 3c, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, 

Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8ST
Tel: 01258 45 45 22 Email: admin@maidmentandcarter.com Web: www.maidmentandcarter.com

01258 721641
Roger: 07879 453757   Ryan: 07753 458958

info@randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 
www.randrbuildingcontractorsltd.co.uk 

Boiler Servicing & 
Maintenance

Gas, Oil & LPG

Full Heating Systems 
Installed or Upgraded

Power Flushing
Boiler Replacements

Oil Tanks
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Gas Cookers & Hobs

T: 01747 828689 
M: 07974249287

Donhead St. Andrew

FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS – RE-WIRES
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING
EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING
NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPS

FREE QUOTATIONS

SIMON WALLWORTH                                       
31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY   
SP5 5PA
TEL: 01725 552545
MOB: 07826 928759
S.WALLWORTH@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

S WALLWORTH  
ELECTRICAL  SERVICES
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Metalsmiths & Engineers
07766 203 817  

richard@sixpennyforge.co.uk

METALSMITHS
& ENGINEERS

MADE IN ENGLAND

SIX
PENNY FORGE

Advertise in 

The Downsman

This space £5 per issue

£25 per year
(1 issue free)

Poppy Appeal 2021
My sincere thanks to everyone who kindly 
contributed to the Poppy Appeal this 
year; together we raised just over £2500 
which is a fantastic achievement in a small 
community. 

Tony Gibb
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Low Cost Digital TV Aerials
•	 Low	Cost	Digital	Aerials	supplied	and	fitted
•	 Freesat supplied and installed
•	 Extra	TV	Points	fitted
•	 Sky Dish alignment and re-installation
•	 DAB	Radio	Aerials	supplied	and	fitted
Local Family Business

Please call Martyn
W e  A r e  O p e n  7  D a y s  a  W e e k  f r o m  8 . 0 0 a m  t o  9 . 0 0 p m

01725 517941
07876 126438

Tel:
Mob:

FREE
SIGNAL TEST

FOR FREEVIEW
DIGITAL RECEPTION

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

GIVEN

CRANBORNE AERIALS

Colin Pearce Car Repairs Ltd
Unit 1, Pinewood Park Business Centre

Blandford Rd, Coombe Bissett, SP5 5RF
in conjunction with Tisbury Motors, SP36HF

We offer the following services:
Diagnostics up to Main Dealer level on most vehicles, key coding, ECU re-coding

MOT tests on Class 1,2,4 and 7 vehicles & campers
Servicing Repairs on all types of vehicles, welding, aircon, tyres, batteries, exhausts

We can also re-map your vehicle to give you more power
Free local collection and delivery service available

Tel: 01725 519300      Mob: 07970 789836

4675

Trust my Garage

Your Local Trusted Electrician 
Thorne Electrical Contractors are an independent electrical company 

offer a range of 1st class electrical solutions at competitive prices from 
fuseboard upgrades to rewiring, extra sockets, outside lighting, fault 
finding, electric vehicle charger installation, landlords electrical safety 

certificates and tripping problems.
I am also a 24/7 emergency call out engineer.  

No job too small. 
Get in touch for a free quote.

Thorne Electrical Contractors
01725 552933      07538 346481 

thorne-electricalcontractors.co.uk

Food allergies and intolerances.
If you have a food allergy or intolerance, it 
is important that you have the information 
you need to make safe food choices. There 
are allergen labelling laws that require food 
businesses to provide you with information 
about what is in your food, whether you 
are eating out or making your own food at 
home. 
In the UK there are 14 legally identified 
allergens that food businesses should 
inform you about if they are used as an 
ingredient in foods. These are:
Cereals containing gluten such as wheat, 
Eggs, Fish, Milk, Celery, Crustaceans such as 
prawns, Molluscs such as oysters, Mustard, 
Sesame, Peanuts, Soybean, Lupin, Tree 
nuts such as walnuts and Sulphites and 
sulphur dioxide
There are lots of ways that businesses 
can provide allergen information to their 
customers. They can be emphasised in an 
ingredients list on the packaging, be listed 
on menus or signage next to the food or be 
given on websites. In cafes or take-aways, 
signage may tell you how you can obtain 
the allergen information, for example, you 
may be advised to speak to a member of 
staff who will ensure the information is 
made available to you.
If you have an allergy or food intolerance 
it is important that you check the allergen 
information that is given carefully and 
if appropriate ask staff about your own 
particular issue, so you can be sure that the 
food you buy is safe for you to eat. If you 
are unsure or you don’t feel the person you 
are speaking to understands your needs, 
don’t be afraid to ask for the manager or 
someone who may be better able to help 
you.
If you come across a business who is not 
meeting allergen information requirements 
you can report this on the Food Standard 
Agency’s report a food problem form. 
https://www.food.gov.uk/contact/
consumers/report-problem

Dorset Trading 
Standards

Cut out and keep
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Recycling with Sustainable Handley - biweekly in St Mary’s Porch

Cut out and keep

We also currently collect clean foil too
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Gardening

Dec
• Protect your plants for 

winter(bringing in, fleece/
straw)

• Start ordering and 
planning next years 
crops

• Clear the ground of 
fallen leaves and 
compost

Jan
• Tidy up allotment and 

garden (composting leaves 
etc.)

• Plan your crop rotations
• Continue to dig over and 

prepare for the years 
crops

Mr R. A. CLOUGH
FENCING CONTRACTOR
All types of Fencing including:

Close board
Chain link

Post and Rail

Free Estimates
Telephone 01725 519 604 

Mobile 07778 603 559

Looking for a Green Waste Disposal site? 
 

Excellent quality screened topsoil 
 

Landscaping compost for domestic or commercial use 
 

Delivery service for bulk bags or loose loads 
 

 

📧📧 rod@newbournecompost.co.uk 
📞📞 Office  01725 518673 
📞📞 Rod       07896 544197 
📞📞 Andy     07766 163203   

 www.newbournecompost.co.uk  

Gardeners’ Notes

•	 Window	cleaning		-water	fed	pole	&	traditional
•	 Soffit	and	Fascias
•	 Gutter	Cleaning
•	 Conservatories
•	 Residential	and	Business

We	are	a	professional,	small	family	business	covering	Sixpenny	Handley,	
Salisbury,	Bournemouth,	Blandford	Forum,	and	surrounding	areas.

Contact	Iain	for	a	free,	no	obligation	quote:	07470	434419		

https://6dwindowcleaning.com

You can plant trees, shrubs and 
hedgerows to provide berries 

for birds any time in the winter, 
provided the ground isn’t frozen 
or waterlogged. The best time is 

autumn or early spring.

If you are planting a hedge, you can 
buy bare-rooted plants cheaper 
than potted ones. These should 

be planted out as soon as you buy 
them.

Plan and dig new borders and 
beds and plant trees, hedges, and 

shrubs in milder weather during the 
winter...
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All aspects of tree surgery, hedge cutting, stump grinding 
and site clearances carried out by fully qualified and insured 

professionals.

Check out our previous work and customer reviews 
on our Facebook page 

Damory Tree Care 
Dorset/Wiltshire & surrounding areas

Mobile: 07851498248
Tel: 01747 828460

Email: damorytreecare@yahoo.com
www.damorytreecare.com

Professional Tree Management
•	 Tree	Surgery
•	 Tree	Felling
•	 Hedge	Cutting	
•	 Planting
•	 Stump	Removal	
•	 Woodland	Management	

FULLY	QUALIFIED	AND	INSURED	
FOR	A	FREE	QUOTATION	AND	
ADVICE	PLEASE	CONTACT	US
07854330937
wgctreeservices@hotmail.co.uk
www.wgctreeservices.com

The Lady Gardener 
Ange Neville                               

Sixpenny Handley
angeneville17@outlook.com

01725 552789 
07758925233

The Gentlemen 
Gardener 

/exterior maintenance 
Lee Neville

Sixpenny Handley
leeneville65@gmail.com

01725 552789 
07565870510

Complimentary no 
obligation visit, to discuss 

your requirements
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 Bournemouth 01202 421111 
 Cranborne Chase 01258 840507 
 Crewkerne 01460 279100 
 Dorchester 01305 251007

 Parkstone 01202 715815 
 Poole 01202 725400 
 Swanage 01929 423301 
 Wareham 01929 552141

Get in touch with our experts.

www.hklaw.uk

ENDING  
ON A  
HIGH…
Celebrating 1 year since  
our successful merger with  
Catchpole Law and continuing  
to serve the local community with  
friendly and trusted legal advice…

• Divorce & family law
•  Residential 

conveyancing
•  Lasting Powers  

of Attorney
•  Personal injury

•  Wills, tax planning  
& inheritance tax

•  Commercial property
•  Construction
•  Debt recovery
•  Employment law
•  Litigation & disputes

…that’s refreshing |  www.hklaw.uk

Fiona Ball
Chartered Legal Executive

Fiona is a Residential 
Conveyancer with more 
than 6 years experience  
in conveyancing. 

She looks forward to 
helping you with buying  
or selling your property.

Give Fiona a call on

01258 840507

Introducing our 
new Residential 
Conveyancer


